
"There is also plentyy of , eyewitness testimony [that] more 
than one assassin was shooting. 

the grassy knoll also show that shots 
were fired from the vicinity of the. 
Depository 1.6 seconds apart. Second,' 
if the single-bullet theory is correct, 
then we must assume a most unhlely,.  
occurrence, i.e., that Governor Con-
nally continued to hold his hat in his 
right hand after the wrist of that hand 
had been shattered by a bullet. It is 
unarguable that President Kennedy 
Was struck by the bullet in his back no 
later than Zapruder film frame VS; the 

knoll; a Dallas city policeman who -President's violent reaction is 11311111iS-; 
(along with many other persons) raced takable in frame 225,  and he mtld 'WV; 
to the knoll moments after the have been struck later. 	, 
assassination smelled gunpowder 	On the other hand, Governor Cori-,1  
there; and another railroad errip ioyee nally still holds his hat in his right hand', 
stationed on a nearby railroad tower in frame 231. The Zapruder film moved 
saw suspicious activity on the knoll. through the camera at the rate of 18.3.  

Clearly, therefore, the Warren Co- frames per second. If the single-bullet 
fission  (which did not know of the theory is correct, therefore, we must ' 

existence of the police tape) was wrong believe that at least a third of a second' 
en it concluded that all the shots (six frames) after a bullet completely.  

fired at the motorcade came from the pierced his chest and shattered his 
sixth floor of the Depository. 	wrist, Governor Connally continued to 

Ras the single-bullet theory been hold his hat in the hand with the 
discredited? Yes.. The single-bullet shattered wrist- __AntuallY, the goo-
theory is the view that a single bullet ernor's inexplicable delayed reaction 
fired from "'the Depository struck might have been longer. 	*- 
President Kennedy in the back and 	- 	 ' 

`then, after traversing-  his body and 
exiting in the front of his neck, struck 
Governor Connally from the back, 
exited from his right chest, shattered 
his right wrist, and then embedded 
itself in his left thigh. The rifle from 
which the Warren Commission alleged 

'the single bullet had been fired could 
not be fired twice in less than 2.295 
seconds, and this does not take into 
account aiming time. On the other 
hand, the Zapruder Oro ides proof that 

- 	- 	 . 
Kennedy. It seems incontestable 'that 	There ire several reasons why the 
some of the gunfire came from 	single-bullet hypothesis can no longer 
Book Depository; several .. witnesses be taken seriously. rust, the same 1978 
saw a man armed with some sect of rifle scientific acoustical tests that show 
standing behind the window Ott an :̀ gunfire from both the Depository and 
upper floor in the  Depository, other 
witnesses actually saw a rifle barrel 
extending from one of these windows 
and literally scores of eyewitnesses 
testified that shots came from the 
Depository. On the other hand, there is 
ample testimony to the effect that a 
shot was fired from the vicinity of the 
grassy knoll: a railroad employee 
stationed on an overpass in front of the 
motorcade was positive that he saw a 
puff of smoke erupt on the top of the 
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Kennedy killing: who did it 
By DONALD E. WILKES, JR. 

On Nov. 22, 1963, while riding in an 
open limousine in a motorcade, John F. 
Kennedy, 35th president of the United 
States, was assassinated in Dealey 
Plaza in downtown Dallas, Tex. In 
September 1964 the Warren Commas-
sion, a body appointed by President 
Lyndon Johnson to ascertain circum-
stances surrounding the assassination 
and chaired by Chief Justice Earl 
Warren. delivered its official report. 
The Warren Commission found that 
Lee-Harvey -Oswald, a 24-year-old 
employee at the Texas School Book 
Depository, acting alone, killed the 
president by firing his rifle from a 
sixth-floor window in the Depository. 
White in Dallas roblied custody. Oswald 
was,  shot dead by Jack Ruby, a night- 
club 	and gangster-type, two 
days after the Kennedy assassmation„ 

Since 1964 much new information 
concerning the president's assassina-
tion has emerged. Moreover, there 
have been startling revelations about 
grave abuses and deception committed 
by the very federal law enforcement 
and intelligence agencies on which the 
Warren Commission relied for informa-
tion. From 1977 until 1979 a House of 
Representatives Committee on 
Assassinations conducted a new official 
investigation of the death of President 
Kennedy. Thus, on the 20th anni-
versary of the asxassination, it seems 
appropriate to re-examine important 
questions that have been raised 
concerning John Kennedy's death. 
Part One of this article explores some 
of the questions that now have been 
answered to my satisfaction. Part Two, 
to be published next week, addresses 
some of the still unanswered questions 
about 	President . Kennedy's 
assassination.  

Were shots fired at President 
Kennedy's motorcade from more than 
one location? Yes. In 1978 the House of 
Representatives Select Committe on 
Assassinations commissioned two 
separate sets of scientific experts to 
investigate whether there was acous-
tical evidence indicating that more than 
one gunman was firing at President 
Kennedy. Both investigations reached 
the same conclusion: an examination of 
a police tape recorded by accident at" 
the time of the assassination provides 
scientific acoustical evidence estab-
lishing a high probability that two 
gunmen fired at the president. 

The Assassinations Committee also 
found, based on other findings made by 
the same experts, that (1) probably a 
total of four short were fired, (2) 
probably three shots (the first, second 
and fourth) were fired from behind and 
above and from the vicinity of the 

Texas School Book Depository, and one 
shot (the third) was fired from the right 
front in the vicinity of the wood 
stockade fence atop the grassy knoll, 
and (3) probably the fatal headshot 
which killed the president and which 
vividly appears on frame313 of the color 
film taken by Abraham Zapruder was 
the fourth shot, fired from the 
Depository. 

There is also plenty of eyewitness 
testimony indicating that more than 
one assassin was shooting at President  

the President and Governor Connally 
were reacting to their wounds less than 
two seconds apart. Thus, as the Warren 
Commission recognized, if President 
Kennedy and Governor Connally were 
not struck by the same bullet, there had 
to be  two  a  cnac.ins,  since the rifle 
could not be fired twice in less than two 
seconds. The Warren Commission 
adopted the "single bullet theory 
because it was biased and prejudiced 
in favor of the view that there was only 
one gunman. . 
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four shells found at the site of Tippett's 
death, two were Western .38s and two 
were Remington-Peters .38s; of the 
four bullets removed from lippett's 
body, three were Westerns and one 
was a Remington-Peters.  

I note further that there are a lot of 
mysterioui or suspicious circumstances 
surrounding the Tippett murder. First, 
there has never been adduced a 
satisfactory explanation of why Tippet 
was where he was at the time he was 
killed, and the police log transcripts 
produced to explain this matters  are 
internally contradictory, "-iitcomplete 
and bear signs of having been altered 
or tampered with. (See Sylvia 
Meagher, Accessories After the Fact, - 
1967.) 	4  

Second, it has not been isaisfiletonly 
explained why Oswald (if indeed hr.. 
was Tippett's killer) was at the place, 
where _Tippet was killed when the 
killing occurred. Third. there hat not 
been an adequate "investigation of 
Tippett's prior, life or his .possible% 
previous 'Connections-  with IC/swab:1,1 
Jack Ruby, or persons "connected with 
Oswald or 

Thus, I conclude.that there is not, 
. - sufficient evidence one way or another. 

to aaswer whether Oswald shot Tippett. 
Was Lee Harvey Oswald killed as a 

result of a conspiracy to silence him? 
Jack Ruby shot and killed Oswald, a 
police prisoner, in the basement of the 
Dallas City Jail at 11:21 a.m. on Nov. 
24, 1963, less than 48 hours after the 
assassination of President Kennedy. ! 
Speculation 'immediately arose that 
Oswald had been killed as a result of a 
conspiracy to prevent Oswald from 
talking. The Warren Commission found 
that Ruby had acted alone when he shot 
Oswald and accepted Ruby's assertion 
that he acted out of grief, anger, and 
sympathy for the dead President's 
family. The commission found no prior 
connection between Oswald and Ruby; 
it also found that Ruby had no 
significant affiliations with organized 
crime, although it did acknowledge that 
the Chicago-born Ruby had been 
involved in criminal activities with 

nmnte• ' •■•• 

•Kennedy 
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evidence, including most importantly: 
(1) Oswald owned the rifle; (2) a bullet 
fired from the rifle was found on a 
stretcher at the hospital where the 
President and Governor Connally were 
rushed; (3) Oswald's palmprint was 
found on the rifle and his fingerprints 
were found on boxes in the sixth floor 
where the rifle was supposedly found 
and from which the shots were 
allegedly fired; (4) fragments tram a 
bullet fired from the rifle were found in 
the Presidential limousine after the 
assassination; and (5) three empty 
cartridge cases allegedly found near 
the rifle had been fired from the rifle. 

Certainly this evidence is highly 
incriminating to Oswald, but I must 
note that none of it really proves that 
Oswald fired the rifle; stated different-
ly, the circumstantial evidence does not 
tell us who fired the rifle, but at most 
only that a particular rifle (belonging to 
Oswald) was used and that Oswald had 
handled the rifle. Moreover, not all of 
this inculpatory circumstantial evt-
dence is as strong or as reliable as one 
might think. The following facts make 
it doubtful that the rifle said to have 
been found on the sixth floor was 
Oswald's: (1) although there was no 
evidence that Oswald wore gloves or 
cleaned the rifle or the cartridges with 
cloth, none of his fingerprints was 
found on the rifle itself or the cartridge 
cases; (2) the so-called palmprint was 
found under suspicious circumstances, 
not photographed (in 'violation of 
regulations) and reported late, and at 
any rate the palmprint was under the 
barrel and could have been placed 
there only when the rifle was di as-
sembled; (3) the rifle said to have been 
on the sixth floor was of a different 
length than the rifle Oswald supposed-
ly ordered in his own handwriting from 
a mail-order house; (4) although both 
the rifle allegedly shipped to Oswald's 
post office box and the sixth floor rifle 
bore the same serial number (C2766), 
the fact remains that there is a definite 
possibility that other similar or identi-
cal 6.5mm Mannlicher-Carcano rifles 
bear the same serial number, and 
therefore it is not certain that the rifle 
ordered and the rifle found are the 
same rifle; and (5) the. • famous 
photographs supposedly showing-  Os; 
wald holding the rifle later found lathe 
sixth floor may not be genuine, and 
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even if genuine are suspicious. I will 
also note that circumstantial evidence 
surrounding the finding of the stretcher 
bullet at the hospital are suspicious and 
contradictory, and the bullet may have 
been planted. That Oswald's prints 
were found on boxes on the sixth floor 
is hardly suspicious; he worked there 
moving boxes as part of his job. 

There are still other reasons for 
doubting that Oswald was the assassin. 
For example, Oswald was not a 
sufficiently good marksman to have 
shot the President with this rifle from 
the sixth floor. I also observe that after 
the agta.-sination he did not behave the 
way we would expect a Presidential 
assassin to act. Unlike virtually all 
previous persons who have shot and 
killed American presidents, Oswald 
.did not glory in the deed; he firmly and 
repeatedly denied that he had shot the 
President. I conclude that it is not 
established one way or another whe-
there Oswald shot President Kennedy. 

Did Lee Harvey Oswald shoot 
Officer Tippett? Both the Warren 
Commission and the House Assassina-
tions committee found that sometime 
between 1 p.m. and 1:20 p.m. on Nov. 
22,1963—that is, 30 to 45 minutes after 
the President was shot—Lee Harvey 
Oswald shot Dallas Police Officer J.D. 
Tippett to death with a pistol Oswald 
was still carrying when he was arrested 
shortly thereafter in a motion picture 
theater. Both the Warren Commission 
and the Assassination Committee 
found that Oswald's killing of Tippett 
was additional circumstantial evidence 
that Oswald shot President Kennedy. 

For the reasons thatfollow, I do not 
think that the evidence is sufficient to 
conclude that Oswald shot Tippett. 
First, there was no reliable eyewitness 
testimony identifying Oswald as Tip-
'peft's killer. There was some testimony' 
by witnesses that there were two 
killers,and that at least one of them fled 
in an automobile (Oswald could not 
drive.) Second, the experts have tried 
but have been unable to prove that the 
bullets removed from Tippett's body 
were fired from Oswald's gun (the 
barrel of which had been conveniently 
modified with the result it did not leave 
identifiable marks on bullets fired). 
Third, there is a discrepancy between_ 
the cartridge cases conveniently left at 
the scene of the Tippett killing and the 
bullets found in 'Fippett's body. Of the 
	cr 


