HAROLD WEISBERG~

7627 Old Receiver Rd.
Frederick, MD 21702

v 12/19/93
wbir g Pori Wichsd

Austin 1111 Farm b

Rochester, VT 05767

Dear hir, Wicker, .

In writing jrou September 10 I said your trust had been imposed upon, or at least
I s0 believed, in your glowing endorsement of Gerald Posner's Case Closed.I said also
that it is the most dishonest fook I have ever re:{ifmd I suggested that if you doubted
that or the conclusory statements that followed a simple test would be for you to ask
Random House for the traditional pegr reviews in controversial non-fiction. &s I indi-
cated, because to %he degree possible for me I am trying to use the time that rémains to
me to perfecting the histroical record in the JFK assassination, I was writing.

Before writing you or even before rcading the bockl, on the basis of what I had been
told about what he writes about me in it, without any sﬂaﬁrce indication in either the
text or the notes, I wroie ﬂi%d asked for those sources. I had not gotten the book
begause vhen he spent three days here, with free and unsupervised access to all I have
and to unsupervised access Lo our copier, he promfl:ed me one of the first of his books
Jhen they were available. ﬂ: e did not send me a book and he did nof respond to my questions,
chiefly about those alleged sources but also aboul soumething I know very well 1 never said
or believed, {

I finished the rather lengthy and L believe detailed book on Posner's book in which
I also use it as a symbol. }ioué;e@r, and you know what my typing is, there has been a
delay in the retyping. I therefore cannot send you, as I would prefer to do, a copy of
ite I did begin it with quotations from the dust-jacket blurbs, including yours. I en-
chose a xerox of them for your convenience. Yours is the bottom on on g;b back cover. I
have highlighted what * hope y-u will address in what you arc quoted as saying. I ask
also the basis fo:g 3-ou:;- malcing those statcments and whether you made any effort to check
them or anything gt all in thd book. Or, as I am still inclined to believe, you wrote
what you wrote on the basis of trust without any independent checking. At the same time,
if you are at all interested in what he said about md (a.nd you could have checked by
asking me) I'1l respond as fully as you may like,

Inhevent in what you wrote is the assumption that all books eritical of what I rog-
ard as the ofticial assassination mythology are books of condpiracy theories. -Iou read
my first book in manuccript and you may not have any recollection of it now after 28
years, but if you do recall it you will not recall any theorizing of any kind it in. There
is none in any of my books. They are almost entirely based on the official evidence. This
includes cbout 150,000 nages of rofords, mostly of the FBI, that I got frow a dozen FOIA
lawsuits. Soie were precedental and one led to the 1974 amending of the investigato? files
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exemption that opened FBI,CIA and siidiler file: to FOIA access. Z’i‘th wrestricted
access to all of that documentation, Posner spent no time at all in those files of which
I know. lle was here only three days. e spent all or most of that time in what I call
ny "subject" file. That is a file of duplicates of records l_mde, preserving my origin-
als as I received them for archival deposit. I made them mostly for t Iu.se of others but
they are anything but inclusive. They do include a flair selection of the FBI's nasty rec—
ords about me of which all are in varying degrees prejudiced and some are outright lies.
He way have copied what he liked from that file but he did not ask me about any of what
he wrote about meﬂbased on them.;f

Tou say that "Cage Closed is a deliberate, detailed, thoroughly documented” book
whose"most important contiibution may be Posner's thorough, dispassionate...account of
the miserable life of Lee Harvey Oswald" and that "f{i‘ter his book, the case of JFK is
indeed cloged."

I note that in this you niste no refevence to the official facts of the crime itself
or to any other accounting of them. Y I ask how can that case be "indeed closed" without
any reference to the facts of the crime, those officially statad'/to be facts or those that
in Posner's book are so represented!

In general, I would like to know the basis for your saying what I quote above, what
checking you did to ascertain whether he was truthful or whether he lied in any of what
you did comment on, Oswald's life. in particular, did you consult what the Commission
and its counsel said about that very same thing, Posner's basis for all of that, what
the shrink fﬁrtogs actually said about the bad boy Oswald was.

I'11 ‘bé writing the others who provided those prepublication endorsements, toc. I
do hope that you and the others will respond because ! have quoted those endorsements ahd
would prefer not to have to add to the bpok that any or all declined %o respond,

Tor your information, and you can easily check this for yourself or I'll help you,
using the Rahdom House unabridged dictionary definition I refer 4o him as a plagiariste
You will in time find this fully documented, He does use the work of others as his own
work, so effectivealy that the Fhiladelphia Inquirer commended him for having gone to all
that troubge and expense,

I would also like to know who asked you Sincerely,

/
for the endorsement and why you gave it. ' /éﬁW ' 7

Harold Veisberg



