
Ma. Les Whitten 	 3/9/85 
114 Eastnor Dr. 
Silver Spring, "d. 20901 

Dear Les, 

This is for Aughs, laughs about the incredible, the ridiculous, the LBJ 
presidency, his pAtiness and sesnitivities. If you see a column item in it unless 
you'd enjoy the diversition any of jackl a associates ought be able to handle it 
fairly safely. 

When the critics were making points on the Warren Report in 1966, LBJ decided 
that something had to be done, a book with a couple of alternatives, and that J. 
Edgar Hoover ought do the book. At least one FBI agent, a supposed Communism expert 
Ted Goble, was asaigned to it. Wick came up with a formula that got them off the 
Hoover book hook. 

You ought remember Wick. Not the same Wick who is scandalizing as USIa head 
is it? 

t1;1,a-t I enclose is just enough on this one thing, to keen it simple and not 
give the overly imaginative young ones to much to improvise upon.-It was disclosed 
to Mark Allen and I've just gotten copies today. 

Besides, I'm not sure that Jack would want to go with thereat of it, Which 
is, for purists about journalizm, pretty raunchy stuff. Wick and DeLoach dreamed up 
having Sid Epstein, then Star city editor, lanabgamnitoza write Hoover a letter to be 
used as a peg for an FBI release and a letter to him from hoover. Epstein went for 
it big and agreed in advance to sign the letter to Hoover that the FBI would prepare 
for him to 	It went through some revisions and then Wick, personally, hand 
carried it to the Star. The covering memos are dated to the minute! At 2:53 p.m. 
Wick was on his way there, at 4;45 he was back and bad gotten approvals in DJ, etc. 
Epstein guaranteed page 1, they delayNIAt over a holiday for more attention, and 
after the Star got the exclusivet they gAve it to the wires. I remember clearly that 
the Times reprinted the release verbatim. The supposedly impartial editor sianed the 

criticism of the Critics without qualm, Fortes and the FBI avoided the "Hoover" 
book that without qUestton would have been a disaster, the attention to generalised 
crap was internatioaal and extensive, and LBJ was placated. 

Now you know, if you didn't earlier, what it takes to be Prosident of the USA: 

Pest,/  

Can you imagine a President wanting his FTI 
director to do a book responding to critics of a 
government report? 
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RE: ASSASSINATION OF PlIESIDENT KENNEDY; 	Mr. Trotter 

V.EETINO WITH J
USTICE FORTAS, 

2 p.m. 10/7/66 Tele. Room ___--...„...- 

ArD REQUEST FOR DIRECTOR TO WRITE BOOK 	Miss Holmes 	 
Miss Gandy 

I saw Justice 
Fortas at 2:45

 p.m. this 

afternoon at h
is chambers at

 the Supreme C
ourt Building.

 

Pursuant to th
e Director's i

nstructions, I
 outlined to 

Justice Fortas 
the nany reason

s why the Direc
tor could not 

accede to the P
resident's and 

Justice Fortas'
 request that 

a lengthy artic
le, series of a

rticles or book
 be written by 

the Director c
oncerning capt

ioned matter. 
I told Justice

 Fortas 

the Director wa
nted to be of a

ll possible ass
istance to the 

President and 
him, however, 

in this partic
ular instance 

the 

Director would
 appreciate co

nsideration be
 given to the 

above 

reasons why it
 would not be 

logical for hi
m to undertake

 this 

project. 

Without any he
sitation, Just

ice Fortas tol
d me he 

agreed with th
e Director. He

 stated he cou
ld not indicat

e this 

previously, ho
wever, he had 

argued with th
e President th

at it 

.was not logic
al for the Dir

ector to prepa
re this book i

nasmuch 

as the Directo
r in doing so 

would necessar
ily have to su

bstantiate 

the investigat
ive efforts of

 many other ag
endesother tha

n those 

of the FBI. 

Justice Fortas
 indicated he 

had no argunen
t whatso- 

ever with the 
Director's tho

ughts. In repl
y, 1 told him 

the 

Director had s
uggested that 

Chief Justice 
Warren might u

ndertake 

such a project
 inasmuch as h

e, the Chief J
ustice, would 

be acting 

in his capacity
 as Chairman of

 the warren COI
nmission rather

 than 	• 

in the capacit
y of Chief Jus

tice of the Su
preme Court. J

ustice 

Fortas stated 
he doubted Chi

ef Justice War
ren would agre

e to this 

assumption. He
 added, howeve

r, that Lee Rankin, the Chief Counsel . 

)

of the Warren Commission, had agreed to write 
a book; howeve

r, 

Rankin's book 
would not be r

eady for publi
cation for app

roximately 

one year. 

Justice Fortas
 stated he and

 the President
 would deeply 

aprreciate the
 Director givi

ng considerati
on to issving 

a statement 

• or writing one brief article res
tricted solely

 to the contro
versy 
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!E!O TO: MR. TOLSON 

RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY;. 
MEETING WITH JUSTICE FORTAS, 2 p.m. 10/7/66 

' AND REQUEST FOR DIRECTOR TO WRITE BOOK 

raised by critics with respect to the differences as shown in the
 

autopsy between the FBI reports and the final conclusion of the 

Warren Commission. I told Justice Fortas this would be brought 
to the Director's attention and I felt certain the Director 	

. 

would be agreeable to the issuance of a statement in this regard 

so long as the statement pertains to this one point. 

., 
I brought up the subject of Harold Reis with Justice 

Fortas. After outlining to him the fact that Reis was undoubtedl
y 

responsible for any misunderstanding which had arisen between the
 

Department and the FBI, Justice Fortas interrupted me and said 

he had known Reis for many years and dislikeihim intensely ever 

since he, Justice Fortas, had represented the Puerto Rican Govern
-

ment in dealings for the United States. He stated Reis had stuck
 

a knife in his back on nore than one occasion. Justice Fortas 

stated in one instance he had told former Attorney General 

Katzenbach in President Johnson's presence of the fact that Reis 

had a very brazen, undesirable personality and that Katzenbach 

I

should get rid of him. Fortas asked me to tell this fact to 

Ramsey Clark the next time I see Clark. I will, of course, do 

that this afternoon. 

Pursuant to the Director's instructions, we are 

preparing a statement in line with the President's and Justice 

Fortas' request. 

Respectfully, 

C. D. DeLoach 
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