Dear Ies, 8/17/52

It is not lack of appreciation of yowr honesty that delays my thanks for thirking
over the story I sugsesteds It is the #Y%%%¢ Dopartment of Justice!

I*ve been busy on FOIA afiidevits, what Jim Lesar calls the Battle of the
Affidavits, (Believe mo, eybell to eyeball, they blin » but thn juizes ore fmpere
v:‘;eg,s. To now, onywaye)hs of nou I still have one more to got intoe Dut T 0 back
to weorgetym for the nonthly checlmp fomorrow and wen's be sbls to continue it than
80 I'z oronding today catching ups Your thoughtful nete is next o the botiome

He'Ve both pedd o dues and yowr decision o0 try to lead the Xind of life you
wand ought not troubls youe

I didn®% take tine out for meading for pleasure witil the operations. Now I do,
and even teke in some of the Orioles gumes by radio and TV,

The -peonle with whonm I contend would have hsd successful carscrs under the XGB
. or Cestapo, but I'm sure they phey lustily every Sunday/ And turm their lids off

- or make crooks of themy Or eddicts. - Mg gl : RO i SYRRIEE

¥ Thoy wen®t even let an FOIA case como %o an and with nen-complisnce ezespt | .

5 .wmmgm_-ﬁadupm'mtheruﬁ@ﬁmmit._' Ec,
_ If one judge over gots t0o much of tho offjcial perdury with which they all
ldve it will bo worth the effort. Otherwise it will e of listorlcal interest
some time in the future, -

Only I never got a good Judge unless he doss not 1ike FOIA. So it is tongher,

Iknow;fom-feelingvamm&’.'lwmt%obeabletogatmanewbookmths
Kﬂngassnsmaumfwmchx_m:mmm:cmm,iflegatlmz'aw_ne.
But I spend mornings doing the prescribed wnlleding, 1itsls at a tme, and the rest of
the days g0 like this, Different ressons but same thing. g

gomﬂl@esmuwith_mwmval,mdallalse.
Thanks and bes} wishes,




LESLIE H. WHITTEN
114 Eastmoor Drive
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901

June 29

Dear Howard, _

The stuff is enticing and I think the tenuous (at
present)ties could be made-straighb and solid.

So I thought about it for the last few days. Do
Iwant to go into it, begin the reading, the
remembering, the contacting, the locating of old
dead 1eads? And vhen I looked at it that way,

I came to the conclusion that I don't, What I amount
to now is a man who'll do a one da& story or a two

day story but who doesn't want to do anymore.,

As long as the meager income holds up, I want to spend

my time as described. When it runs out, if it does

('Efinally have some hopes for my mew novel) then

i 4 ﬁon't have any dchoice but to go back heavily into

reporﬁing. But'even though it means disappointing old

comrades like you, I am not going to put on the harness

again. I admire you for staying in despite your ailments,
Best,



