1/21/87

Dear Lmmy,

Alth-ugh I regret he found some of my writing "ebominzble", I am hsppy
thet Thomas M. Rettew took the tims to read snd understsnd HITIWASH II. This is some-
thing that csnnot be said of some of the major reviawars, wWho wrate witbout
having undsrstood, without rselly hsving read.

Becausze of your general: inter-sth in bosks and your mnailerable intarest
in history I'm tellins you sbout VHITE:ASH III: THE ALRCHIVE. There is & little slip
in VHITEPACH II @nnouncing it. We get orders for it d+ily, yet it is not writtenl
Ly continuing resecarches snd the increesing public sppesrsnces have me behind schedule
on it. Surprisingly enouch, we naver niss s day #ith orders for i%, snd they've besn
gs high s 25 per dsy. There will be Zmxmx four or five writien chapters end 2 1ittle
com:entory, but all T've szid of this book is thet it will reproduce by fsesimile
several hundred psges from the srchive, untouched originsl Jocum nts. Tete iihss
cnid six wesks sgo this mey be the most exciting or the three. ~ hope he is right,
But is it no intoresting that people heva such = considerable inter-st in such &n
unorthodoc hook?

Tith my kind of luck you may hsve a "Loeal Men's Bast Ssller” story. In
tha Pirst moath the 2¢11 edition of THITEWASH mede eavery one 2T thelr sales lists in
the top ten without @ single 2d heving been plsced 2nd with-ut thair having done any
promotionsl work (I did enonaidarable). It was in = single nonth their sixth best-selling
title. I understand this his never happened before, send ell I new worry sbout is the
count, which I'm told 1s the comsteat worry of 81l muthors, nc m tter how great snd
prominent.

Thapks for the integrlty and good spece of the review. I wish some of %the
larzer snd more importsnt poapers were as professional &nd honorable,

By the wey, what i. the poop on Joa Fyns, who once hed & show on = ¥ilmington
stetions I taped = radio show for him, epd he's ssked me to fly back to Holywoond %o
{introduce THITEWASH III on his TV show (whiech I could net £it in thet trip). ‘hen he
spoke of his fsmilisrity with the Phils Ledger =nd thek Morninz News {low opinicn)
1t suddenly ceme beck to w2 thet he left under sowe kind of & e¢loud,.

Agein, thanks to you ani Rettevw. If either of you wants & book, of if he
wentsx the first, gon't buy them. “et me know,

Sinecarely,

Harold Jelsberg
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January 17, 1967

Mr. Harold Weisberg
Coq d' Or Farm
Hyattstown, Maryland

Gentlemen:

I am enclosing two copies of the review which
appeared in the January 17 editions of the Wilmington
Morning News Book Corner.

Yours sincerely,
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W. Emerson Wilson
Book Review Editor
Wilmington Morning News
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Books in the News

Was Warren Report a whitewash?

... The Warren Commission Report, instead of
proving Lee Harvey Oswald guilty of President
Kennedy’s assassination, has actually shown he
alone. could not have committed the crime.

- This charge is made in a new book by Harold
Weisberg of near Hyattstown, Md., entitled
“Whitewash: The Report on the Warren Re-
port” (208 pages, privately printed, $4.95).
Weisberg was a reporter on The Morning News
in the early 1930s who later became a Senate
investigator. "His personal investigations dur-
ing the early days of World War II were widely
credited with laying the foundation for the
taking over of enemy property and foreign-
funds controls.

‘This book is based on an intensive study of
the 27 volumes in the Warren Commission Re-
port. Weisberg charges the “main, if not ex-
clusive effort of the commission” was to
validate the FBI report on the crime and not
itself to make a report on it.

"“In finding Oswald guilty,” Weisberg writes,
“it (the commission) has found those who
assassinated him ‘innocent’.” He does not
claim to know who actually is guilty but feels
that the' investigation should be reopened in
order to find out.

+ He also objects strenously to the decision of
the commission to seal their files, which con-
4ain more information than that given in the
report, for 75 years.

. The report consisted of 26 volumes of festi-
mony, charts, reports, police logs, ete., from
which the one-volume summary was made.
Weisherg claims many of the conclusions ar-
rived at in this summary are fallacious on the
grounds of the evidence contained in the other
26 volumes.

.. Many witnesses told of four shots being fired,

and many believed at least some of these shots
ecame from in front of the car. He asks why
the report on the autopsy on the President was
suppressed, why the testimony of pathologists
that the bullet found could not have caused
the injuries was also suppressed, and why
that bullet was cleaned before being received
by the FBI laboratories.

The proof that the spent shells found on
the,sixth floor of the Depository Building could
not have come from the rifle attributed to
Oswald is also disregarded, Weisherg says.

He also points to the many discrepencies in
the reports of Oswald’s movements after the
shooting when he traced an irregular course
by bus and taxi to his room. This trip would
take more time than actually lapsed, Weisberg
believes. He also casts doubt on Oswal
shooting of Patrolman Tippitt, pointing out

By W. EMERSON WILSON

" when the theater was only five or, six blocks

that witnesses say Tippitt and the man be-
lieved to be Oswald chatted peacefully before
Tippitt was shot. He also doubts that Tippitt
had received enough information and deserip-
tion to identify Oswald as the assassin on the
basis of the police logs printed in the report.
Then why should it take Oswald a half hou
to walk to the theater after the shooting,

away and he had covered so much territory
in such a short time before that?

Weisberg believes that Oswald was actually
an. anti-Communist, and quotes evidence to
that effect received by the commission. Oswald
may actually have considered himself a secret |
agent. Why did the Marine Corps approve his,
being granted a passport to Russia before he
was discharged from the corps, when that dis-
charge was for the specific purpese of carmg

_for his mother?

Marina Oswald lied in order to get her
passporf into the United States, the evidence

-shows, and Weisherg claims she repeatedly

lied to the commission later as shown by the
different stories she told at different times.

The report blames the press indirectly for
the murder of Oswald since it caused confusion,
but Weisberg insists the murder was entirely
due to police negligence. If too many reporters
were present the police could have excluded
them and used the “pool” system of reportmg, _
he explains.

He also believes the commission did not
delve deep enough to find whether Ruby was
actually permitted to enter the police station
by some policeman.

There are detailed analyses of the signific-'
ance of the various photographs taken of the
asssasination and of the different exhibits,
such as the gun in which Weisberg questions
the findings of the commission.

He also goes into considerable detail about
a “‘false Oswald” reportedly seen by witnesses
in places where Oswald could not have been.
The commission dismissed these reports as|
mere imaginings of witnesses, but Weisberg
give them some credence. |

The book is detailed and sometimes involved,
but has won praise from such distinguished
correspondents as Alain Clement of the Paris|
Le Monde and Stephen Barber of the London
Daily Telegraph.

Weisberg devotes one chapter to the history
of the book in which he reports that it has been
read and praised by many publishers who
nevertheless declined to publish it. Eventually,
he decided to do so himself.
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I, 7, Zmerson wllson
Uews~lurasl Go,
Girard and Urange ~ts.,
Aladngton, Del,

Jeaxr Emmy,

La T %told you when %@ apoke scveral weeks ago, it has &lways been my desirs fer
my book to hove & chence to stand on itas own fe=t. aybe L chopred the feet off
a4t the knees, but here it is. This, of course, is the lesst desireable forw but
it ®d become th: only elternztive 1o cothingz. The Irefsace eaplsins,

I am writing these letters ia udvsace, for + have no staft, wo¥ public relations
or advertising funds =~ really, - have nothing but the beok, bandicapped ss it 1s,
and the respect of ¢ number of prominent U.S. and Huropesn correspondente who have
reud {ts Gady to heve the advuniages of “ou uixotel

Thia 1s not sn ef ort to avold com:ercisl publication. Rather I hops, with a
moderate success, 0 attroct 1l. Jome ol the excerpted publishers' iefters will
indicate tYhe possibllity, 10 Jhe feer is ovaicome,.

Please forgive ihe a&djectives 1 Addn't bheve time o edit out, the tenses i never
got around So untwisting, snd concontrate on the subject m-tter. You do not
reslly got into it untll you hit chapter 8, bt the rest wes, in my opinion,
neceasary, -4ost huve lfouud even tne #8rly cheplers interesting. The chsrte sod
pletures, save tho ons so identifled, ere not covered by copyrighis, and thaet one
belongs to the AP, They distributed 1t to thelr members, tre day aftor the
aasassinaticn, 17 wy reccilectlion is cor.ect,

This is all originsl work. A year sgo I celculsted that we them had sabout 7,000
hours in the bock, wilch was finished, ssvek for u faw sligat recent adiitions,
By nid<Februszry 12€5,

L hope you regerae itv 48 luportsnt end worthwhils, that you will say so cut loud,

and thet despite the unique form (which I hope will meke it cttractive betsuse of
its unusual character) you will say =0 snd Greenwood will want it. iie have not ss
vot arranged sny ulstributlon, alioough u 16 ige ~«Ue bovsastore, waich 1s galte
excitad sbout 1%, is going to speaik to tw distribvutors. I they will tuke it, on
conaignnent ot the regular discounts, I'll ship promptly, Ferbeps the iuvcal angle=-
a boyhood customer - will sppesl to them. I'1l send them un exirs copy for cutting
up into & display ol the exhibits, 1 tihey*'d lllke. In sny evens, thanks for unything
you feel you can do, sud I would like your comments.

~incarely,

Harold Yelsberg
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5/27/66

Mre Vo Emersen ¥%ilson
The News Journal Co,
Wilmlngton 9, Lel.

Dear Emmny,

ilfany th-nks for your kind note and equslly kind review. 1 hed 2 small order
from Breenwond, filddd it im-edistely, snd offered » larger suprly on consigm-
ments I've had no response.

You sr correct in =ayins the book "ia so detelled I found it Aifficuli..."ete.
The reasons are not simple. First, I =anted to be aa thorough ss posszible. I ask,
as you may recall, for a public airing, sad - intonded the book to have what
would be renuired for this. And hecsuse 1 Ymaw of the melnetnnce of the presc

to consider the subject, I wented to leave es thorough & record es I could in

thy space availoble. Rememler, I began withaa contraet, end thet is the size

of the book. There 1s né limit %o how lorgs 8 hank ar boks the emhleet Jus=tifies,

Apgeln, thanks for your wiliingness and your help., I need mll I can get, ior the
néxt instaiment on the wrinting b1l ig dus the tenth and I do pot now have
the money}

Sincarely,

Berold Vedsberg

PeSs Awong the Huropesn pepers, i know it got nice com ents in the London
Times and Le Ronde, the two most respected papers in these countriess
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May 23, 1966

Dear Harold:

.

Here is a clipping mmxmxr® of the review we used on

A

your book in the Morning News on I'riday, May 20,
T was much impressed by it, but it is so detailed +
found it difficult to give 1t the review it degerved,
I have talked to Miss Gertrude Fruse, manager of the
Greenwood Bonk Shop and she said she was interested in buyinz some
of the books., I gave her your address and she said she would get
in touch with you directly.

L

indest regards

W. Emerson Wilson




