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Books critical of the Wamen Report
have become a subindustry of the
publishing business. Above, three

current examples.

REFORE THY PEESIDENT'S COMMISIION
BSASSINATION OF PHE

KENNED?

""The present critics of the
Warren Report must be
careful that they do not, in
opening the popular mind
to doubt, open it also to
fear and hysteria.”

No Conspiracy, But—
Two Assassins, Perhaps?

By HENRY FAIRLIE

T Is uncomfortable to live with un-
certainty, but it seems time to
acknowledge thal we—and per-

haps even future generations—may
never know the truth, certainly not
the whols truth, about the assassina-
tion of President Kennady,

“The Vulnerability of Facts” i3 a

chapter heading used by Edward Jay
Eputein, one of the current critics of

examination of some key witnesses,
less than skeptical of some of the
official evidenoe with which It was
supplied, less than careful to consider
In detxil every possible explanation
of the assassination other than Lee
Harvey Oswald's sole guill Even so,
it iz worth adding, the apparent
slovenliness may be In the written
report rather than in the actual in-
vest of the i I

tha report of the Warren Ci
He might have added another: "The
Inacoessibility of Truth I do not
suggest that, because the truth may
be imaccessible, inquiry should stop:
Merely that, If further inquiry does
not get us very far, we should not
be surprised, and should not feel
temptad to construct our own elabo-
rate explanations,

The report of the Warren Commis-
sion Is now under severe and, in some
cases, persuasive attack. It is hard
to disagree with the general judg-
ment of its critics that [t did a hur
ried and slovenly fob. It scems ta
‘have been less than thorough in the

still seems to me possible that the
report does not do justice to its own
inquiries,

Nevertheless, doubt has been
aroused, and there are signs that in
the next few months this doubt may
become an obsession in at least some
quart rhaps eventually in the
popular mind, which has s0 far been
resistant. Neither in Burope nor in
America, in fact, have 1 hitherto
found much popular interest in the
possibility that the Warren Commis-
gion reachad the wrong conclusions.

IT L true that some of the earliest
of Oswald's guilt, or his

HENRY FAIRLIE s an English political
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soln guilt, came from BEurope But
they made very little impression on
most people. When Hugh Trevor-
Roper delivered his main attack on

the conventlonal explanation of the
assassination, the generul attitude, T
remember, was to wonder how the
Regius Professor of Modern History
in the University of Oxford, & man
not given to causes, had got himself
mixed up with this one,

Since then, in Britaln, the issue has
been dead. I can recall no Important
article in any British publication
which has raised the subject since the
flurry after the publication of the
‘Warren Report. I sat with a British
jourmalist the other day, and we could
not remember any conversation sither
of us had had in Britaln during the
past 18 maonths in which the circum-
stances of the assassination had
drawn more than a passing reference.

Some Americans—mostly inteilec-
tuals—give the Impression that they
no sooner land at London Airport
than they are assaulted by gquestions
and theories about the assassination.
They may move In eircles I do not
kmow, but there are perhaps two
other tions,

To one kind of Intellectusl, a mys-
torious assessination, such as that
of President Kennedy, provides an
irresistible temptation to play “pri-
vate eye” T [Continuned on Page 54)



NOV. 22, 1883 —According o this movie sequence, running from the fist shot to Mrs. Kennedy's climb
onto the rear deck of the car, no more than 1.8 seconds elapsed between the time the President was first
hit [top left] and Govemor Cannally was weunded {top right]. But tests showed Oswald's rifle could not
fire twice in less than 2.3 seconds. The conclusion: the theory of a “single bullet” and one assassin.




7 ..It seems to me possible that the report
does not do justice to its own inquiries...’

PUBLIC MURDER_While millions watched on television, unbelieving, Dal-
las nightclub owner Jack Ruby [back to camera) shot Lee Harvey Oswald as

he was escorted through a id

of police headquart

To some critics

of the Wamen Report, the second slaying was part of one comspiracy.

(Continued from Page 52)

have sat, aften enough, at high table
at Oxford or Cambridge, and woun-
dered abt the capacity of dons for
imagining that the world outside—
the world of men and affairs—is
one of intelligibly related events, for
which there must be a visible expla-
nation and, If not, then a deliberataly
concealsd one.

Americans abroad are also likely
to encounter professional anti-Amer-
feans, and not recognize them. There
ls, in Europe,  close link between
anti-Americanizm and conspiratorial
theories of the sssassination, which
emerged at the time in the expected
pronouncements of Bertrand Russell
A ths London correspondent of The
Washington Post pointed out the
other day, anti-Americans in Britain

are already finding a connection be-
tween the asssssination and Charles
‘Whitman's murders from the Univer-
sity of Texas tower [n Austin.

I can speak with less certalnty of
oplnion in other Buropean countries,
but my impression is that much the
same |s tree there as in Britaln, ex-
cept that conspirscy theories of the
assassination, where they are held,
are held more intensely, especially in
Paris. This, I would suggest, is
hardly surprising In countries whose
politics are perpetually excited by
conspiracy theories, and often with
considerable justification since con-
spirncy s part of the stuff of their
politics,

IN America, both last year and this
year, I have found a popular interest

in the tances of the

tion only in one area: the South, (I
must admit, however, that I have not
yet been In the West) As I made
my way through the South, I became
accustomiad to conspiracy theories of
svery kind, most of them constructed
out of fantasy. Again and again, the
assassination of President Kennedy
was woven into the fantasy, although
not (n & manner which would be very
agreeabls to the current critics of the
Wi Rapart.

The most prevalent popular theory
which I encountered in ths South was
the obvious one: that Oswald was
part of a left-wing conspiracy whose
involvement had been delibarately
concealsd by Communists In the Ad-
ministration and by the arch-Com-
munist himself, Chief Justice Earl

Warren, The second theory, almost
&s prevalent and advanced with con-
siderable ingenuity, was that Oswald
had been the tool of an F.BI con-
spiracy to discredit the right wing:
the FBI being, too, a Communist
organization.

Not only did I get used to these
theories in the South, I even got used
to the fact that they could coexist
In a single mind. Nowhere else in
tha United States, either last year
or this year, until the recent contro-
versy began, have I found any hint
of either widespread or desp interest
in the circumstances of the assassina-
tion, I may have been at fault in
not maising the guestion. But the
important fact. surely, is that Amer-
jeans have never spontaneously
raised it with me,
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PUBLIC INQUIRY.—With the prime suspect dead, President Johnson
appointed the Warren Commission: From left, Representatives Gerald Ford
and Hale Boggs, Senator Richard Russell, Chief Justice Earl Warmen, Senator
John Sherman Cooper, John McCloy, Allen Dulles and Lee Rankin, counsal

This, today's eritles would sy, is
& fault In the American peopls; that
they are merely clommng their eyes
to uncomfortable facts or poasibil-
Itiss. But, like al] true Tories, I have
a conslderable faith In popular wis-
dom, and I do not belleve that, if
there was the =mell of a genuine
conspiracy In the land, the ordinary
people of America would be acting
with such a lack of fear and hysteris.

Rumors would have spread, and the 5

popular lmagination been fired, But

it haa not bappened.
* T I am right in this estimate of
populnr attitudes, then It seems to
me thal the presemt critles of the
Warren Heport must bs careful that
‘thydnnnt.!nopeﬂ.ngmepopullr
| mind to doubt, open It also to fear
. and hysteria, T mm nol arguing, let
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| m& make it ciear, that they should
not continue to search for the truth
or press for a further inquiry. I am
arguing only that from their various
viewpoints, interested or disinter-
ested, they should avoid elaborating
theories of conspiracy which are
based on evidence quite as selective,

\ and argument guite as tendentious,

23 they claim the Warren Raport
to be.

IHE ‘Warren Commission's conclu-
sion thal there was a stngle

Eennedy’s neck and emerged at his
throat before striking Governor Con-
nally,

It is ensy, as most of the critles
have dane, to show that this “single
bullet" theory, on the evidence sup-
plied by the commission ilsed is
weak. But the fact remains that
the alternative axpianations offered
by the critics (such as the presence
of more than one assassin, and the

tence of a conspiracy) are equally
to fault, and rely equally on
hi

is based on what has came to be
known as the “single bullet” theory,
In other words, that the first wounds
Which both President Kennady and
Governor Connally received were
couzed by a single bullst which
Ppassed through the back of President

Anyone who has read most of the
current debate—the books and the
Teviews, and one of the reviews, at
least, is quite as important as the
hooks—can choose between severnl
attitudes, even if he accepts the

criticism that the commission did a
slipshod job;

(1) Although the commission's
arguments and its use of evidence
may not seem an adequate support
for Its conclusions, these may yet be
the right ones, This is an important
roint, because there may be a tend-
ency to allow the faults in the com-
mission’s report to override a com-

appr of its findi

(2) Without deciding whether the
commission's conclusions are right or
not, he can simply agree that the
the weaknesses of its report make it
desirnble that a further Independent
Inquiry should be established

(8) He can decide that the argu-
menls of the critics make it clear
thal Oswald did not act alome, with-
out com- (Confinued om Poge 154)




No Conspiracy, But—

{Continsed from Page 55)
mitting himself to any conspiracy
theory. The fact that more than
ons person is engaged in an en-
terprise does not necessarily make
it a consplracy. This is the leap
which alarmg me, and it |s a leap {1
do not wish to imply any consclous
motive) which ambitlous authors
perhaps find a little too easy to
take.

(4) He can accepl the idea that
there was a conspiracy, without nec-
essarily feeling obliged to commit
himself to one or oiher of the con-
spiracy theorles which have already
been offered, or which seem likely
to be offered in the next few months.

It is, of courde, the idea that there
was & y which is
and of which I remain more than a
little skeptical I have always found
some difficulty In assuming conspir-
acy In public assassinations. They
depend far too much on colncidence
and accident to be the work of deter-
mined politieal conspleators, and 1
therefore find myself demurring
when Harold Welsberg, the author of
“Whitewash™ says that "by their

nature, assassinations usually invoive
conspiracy.”

“Top" conspimators, IL ls true, can
always know with some certainty
where their victim will be, can even
help to arrange that he will be there,
The conspirators in the "July 20"

was, in fact, touch and go whether
he would make it to the Senate that
maorning. Even so, it should be noted,
the “July 20" plot. although carefully
planned, went awry.

To plan dangerously then, and then
to rely on s public sppesrance on a

whether it is accurste. But it reads
like a detective novel. Omnly one
thing worries me. I'm terrified dear
Mr. Booth goes to the wrong theater.”

I am afrald I am rather in the
same frame of mind about assassina-
tions ns Miss Mitford. The chances
seem to be too great, the colncidences
too improbable, for serious political
conspirators to rely on cheerful pub-
lie occasions for their deeds.

[‘.ION‘I of the current crities of the
‘Warren Report goes to great trouble
to describe the elaborute way in

a fanatie, or two or three fanatlles,
Art Buchwald, in his Paris days,
once interviewed Miss Nancy Mitford.

about American histary; I don't know

as America—and Americans of sense
and commonsense have put this point
to me many tmes In recent weeks—

Moreover, if there was a politically

EXHIBIT 399

Like the ripples from a stone
dropped in a pond, the doubts
about the report of the War-
ren Comm:sﬂou surround a
3 o dden impact:
Did a single bullet, labeled
Exhibit 399 by the commis-
sion, hit John F, Kennedy in
the back of the neck, plerce a
hole in his throat and then
severely wound Governor John
Connally of Texas who was
sitting on a jump seat in front
of the President? For though
this was not the assassination
bullet (of the two other shots
the report says were fired that
day, one “'probably’” missed
the car and the other shat-
tered Kennedy's head, killing
him), it is over Exhibit 399
and the “single bullet theory*
that the argument hinges,
One reason is mathematical,
According to movie film taken
at the scene by an amateur
and later studied by commis-
sion investigators, the maxi-
mum time that could have
elapsed between the wound-
ing of the President and of
the Governor was 1.8 seconds.
Yet tests on Oswald's bolt-
action rifle showed it could
not fire twice in less than 2.3

WEAPON—Oswald’s Mannlicher.Carcano rifle, with telescopie sight.

seconds. Hence, the “single
bullet theory.” Coupling this
with the premise that Oswald
fired the gun, the commis-
sion arrived at its basic con-
clusion: Oswald was the lone
gunman and the President’s
assassin, “To say that they
were hit by separate bullets
is synonymous with saying
that there were two assas.
sing,” one staff lawyer de-
clared.

The mathematical evidence
was substantiated to the com-
mission’s satisfaction by stud-
ies of the trajectory of bul-
let 399 and, more significant-
Iy, by an autopsy performed
at Bethesda Naval Hospital

hours after the shooting. The
medical testimony published
by the Eoard. T

Bethesda autopsy. The reports
stated that the nonfatal bul-

the path of the bullet through
the President’s neck and bal-
listics tests showed it could
have kept going with enough
velocity to hit Connally.
Against this weight of evi-
dence, Edward Jay Epstein, a
Cornell graduate student who
wrote “Inquest’ as a master's
is in government, weighed
in with newly discovered doc-
uments that challenged the
Warren Commission's
of a single bullet and a single
assassin, Epstein up two
recently declass F.B.L re-
ports which contradicted the

let d President Ken-
nedy’s right shoulder and did
not bore through his bedy.
Epstein’s conclusion: The
F.B.l. reports are correct and
the Bethesds autopsy report
published in the Warren Re-
port was altered between the
time of the assassimation and
the time of publication to con-
form to the “single bullet the-
ory.” “It indicates,” said Ep-
stein, "that the conclusions
of the Warren Report must be
viewed as expressions of politi-
cal truth’’—that is, that the
single assassin, assumed to be
Oswald, had been found.




In two and three-gquarter years there has
been a remarkable amouni of nonevidence

(Continued from Puge 154)
determined comspiracy thers must
have been a politically determined
motive, One critie of the Warren

this

culty. “The politionl or economic
nature of the conspimcy,” said Rich-
ard H. Popkin In The New York
Review of Books, “must be purely
speculative at this stage.”

Just how speculative, he then
makes cléar in thrée wildly specula-
tive sentences, "Maybe Oswald met
some far-right extremists when he
went to hear Gerieral Walker on Oct.
23. Maybe some right-wing Cubans
Involved him in a plot when he was
in New Orlesns, Maybe he got in-
volved with some leftist plotters in
New Orleans, Mexico City or Dallas.”
That gives us quite a lot from which
to choase.

Popkin, in the end, Is true to his

The German state was In such a con-
dition in 1944,

In spite of all the patlent reading
I have done, [ can find not a tittle
of evidence that subversion of the
state—an abrupt change in the po-
litica) forces governing the country
—was one of the motives of Presi-
dent Kennedy's assassinatiom

Again, it i3 Popkin who approaches
the problem with at least some po-

others in positions of responsibility,
would not, and could not, dream of a

in which conspiracies are going on
all of the time—in business (the anti-
trust cases), in crime (the Mafia),
in foreign affaies (the C.LA)—It
somehow was stil not imaginable
that two or more persons could decide
to sl the Presid of the

United States™ And it Is from there
that he pr to hint at a “far-

ful of rightists. Why was this pos-

sible, but not a conspiracy by others
to shoot him?" No reason at all,

| except that mo one has yet turned
up any evidence of an organized con-
spiracy fired by “political or eco-
nomle” motives.

SUCB & conspimcy would, pre-
sumably, hsve a political motive
beyond the mere assassination of the
President. Yet, having had such a
| striking success In [ts first action,
it never acted again, and never acted
during those terrivle first days when
conspiracy was a real fear In the
minds of the American people and
their Government, No plans to pre.
vent & peacefu] transfer of power, no
plans to change men or policles:
What an abbreviated conspiracy!

For two and Hmree-quarter years,
we are asked (o believe, a conspirnoy
which arganized the death of a Presi-

——

right" conspiracy,

So it 13 to this, to & politicaliy
angled attack on a whole society,
that the apparently objestive and

Instaking of pall con-'
spiracy In the end reduces itself.
Even the Inquisition would have
marveled at such audacious dis-
membling of the truth,

Popkin even resurrects the tittle-
tattle — “in rumors I have often
heard"—that the Prealdent's asszsai-
nation may have been organized by
his s It is the
of “in rumors [ have oftsn heard”
which is hard to forgive.

None of this, I must repeat, |s to
deny that there may huve been two
or more peopls Involved Ia the as-

merely arguing that [t is possible to
regard such peaple as fanatics or nuts
and nothing more, not involved In any
serious political conspiracy and not

dent has lain silent and L

reflecting any subversive

the sama policles, often with ths same
men. It seems more than unlikely,
I am not denying that there may
have been more than one mssassin—
the avallabla svidence sesms to me
J'f] confusing—but, even If one makes
this supposition, It still does not jus-
tity making the long leap to a con-

{ whils his has much

©or aven any organized po-
litieal passion, within the body of
society.

T)umﬂﬂur.umuluuhhn—lr
slowly into American soclety and
politics, nothing {s more

(even though he may have half ex-
peated it) than the prevalence of

splracy theory of the

Conspiracy Is a tzrm which should
be allowed to keep a lttle distinction.
A political conspimmey—and it s this
which we are being asked to

—must have, at least in the minds
| of the conspirators, some of the
1 justification of “reasons of state”
| Whether left-wing or right-wing, the
| object of 3 conspiracy is to subvert
! the atate: and there iz a sense, in
fact, in which a state may be consid-
ered resdy for conspiraoy, as Marx
sald It can be ready for revolution,

SEFTEMBER 11, 1988

e

to the * style” In Ameri
polities to remind him that such
theories run far back in American
ht

But what amazes him most 15 that
those who pooh-pooh the famillar
MeCarthyite theories of left-wing
conspirnoy are themseives ready to
(CTontinued on Page 159)
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{Contisued from Page 15T)
construct almost as fanciful theories
of right-wing consplracy, Moreover,
whereas those on the right who in-
dulge In fantasies of Communist con-
spiracy are usually on the far right,
those oo the left who Indulge In

duced by the critles of the Warren
Report.

TBJJ American people are, as I
have said, open to conspiracy theories,
and |t seems to me to be to their
credit, and not merely evidence of
their it that they have so

fantasles of right-wing Lracy
are often paraded, and parade them-
selves, as level-headed liberals.

TEUsthmnnmmduaﬂnm‘
which |s being discovered in the cur-
rent debate: a conspiracy on the part
of the Warren C to sup-

far refused to be stampeded into
imagining iracy. either left-
wing or right-wing, in the assassing-
tion of President Hennady. Those
who are today purveying their con-
spiracy theories appear to bz bent
on producing precisaly the kind of

press, or distort, the truth, It must
be said that this theory has not yet
guined much ground But It ls ex-
pliclt in all Weisberg's attributions
of malevnlence, and it is implicit,
although in the mast sophisticated
way, -even (n 's otherwise
careful, ptherwise level-voiced, book,
“Tnquest.”

Epstein's main criticisms are of the
slovenly way in which he believes
that the commission worked, But his
first and last explanation of this
sloveniiness is that it was eager to

which, r only doubt

and never proof, begins a witeh-hunt,
either on the left or on the right.

At some point. It s clear, there will

have to be another (ndependent In-

quiry. But, even If this Is agreed,

It Is by no means equally clear that

#6To an outsider, as he sinks

himsell slowly into American society

and politics, mothing is more

find an of the ssi
Uon which would restore American
prestige abroad, and the ige of

tions of its members made their find-
ings inevitable,

I was, although I do not now often
like to admit It responsible for
making the phrass *“the Hatablish-
ment” part of our curremt political
vocabulary. . The ooccasion wss an
article in The (London) Spectator in
1855, In which T gently suggested
that Guy Burgess snd Donald Mac-
lzan had not needed any cover, either
for their activities or for their even-

racy
nmndnnmzrjoﬂymntu«
scribing a curious English phenome-
non.

Exactly the same process of axag-
geration (s to be found In Epstein's
book, Although he himself provides
several comvincing sxplanations of
why the commission did such & hur-

of the truth, the Warren Commission
#eted to reassure the nation and pro-
tect the natlonal interest™

This Is to make a judgment of mo-
tive, even oconspiratorial motive, and
it Is the hint of conspirmcy, of ane
itdnd or another, which has become
the hallmark of all the theses pro-
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It is my judgment that the Amer..

ican people today are la a remariably
unhysterical frame of mind, even in
the middle of & difficult and contro-

Ing every sign of resisting the
temptation to further witch-hunts, Tt
would be a tragedy If articulale
mmA:unnrop!nhnldthmlnbu-
o "
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