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September 29, 1974

Mr. Pslom<r %Williams
CBS Newe

52L West S7th Streat
New York, New York

Deer Mr. “11liems:

Plsass temporsrily regsrd this ss comfidentisl for two ressons,
prsscrvstion of my rights snd policy-level dacision by snothesr nst
to which I med= s propossl » month ago. . .

It is becaues I remembsr so well the slmost uniquely decent reception
you gave me in the winter of 1965 thst I writa you perscaslly.

Since thea I mave continued thke ssma work, developirg new mothods snd
arss= snd en abundemcs of mew snd the most zemsstionsl evidence in
which thers has beem no ms Jor-medis interest. The contsat snd volume
sre such thast two colloges want my files for pirmeneat srcmives.

To circumvent official suppressiom, I hevs resorted to ths courts. T
have filed four suits under the so-czlled "Freedom of Information" law.
Heving esteblisimed thils willingness - smd I believe I am ths writer

WRO Ra: used tae lew most - the goveramsat oftem slects to #ive me out-
sida of court wiast it kamows I will go to court to get. It slwsys has
to worry about tiks possibility thet soms ons of thessa uareported sults
mey attrsct sttemtiom to the evidencs =ought.

Receatly it mede suck s decisiom. After demying me 2 document so ex-
ceptionsl 1t is still spectsculsr sfter the Nixonm trenscripts, duriag
the litigetion the goverameat just msiled the thing to me, QGetting
this one documsat required sbout eight yesrs of sffort. The documsnat
wes clansifiad TOP SUCRAT. It is a transcript of 2 session of the
members of the !arrem Commissiom mesting to work their wey sround the
"rumor" thet Lee Hsrvep Oswsld wss s federsl sgent. Actuelly, they
3150 went into other mstters.

Once I resd it, I sew the posaidbility of miszuse of this documesnt as
pert of Nixomn's Justificstiom of his gsstepo-like ect=s end in ths de-
fsnse of those closest to Mim. This, of courss, masnt I hed to be
circumspsct in the use of the materisl snd to use it im & msnmer that
would either frustrrts this posaible psrversion or mske its success
less likely. It aleso mesnt I hsed to meke tha festest posaible use
becsuse, while dovelopmsmts of the csse in the court of & Wstergste
Judge mskea imitisl Nixonisn use dsnzarous if not ecriminal, once I
Red time to use it, tmes sames thaimg could be lasked to smnothsr who might
be more to Nixomiam likimg. And, of course, I felt it was ACCOSARTY
to use it streight, the story itaslf 2= that sbbdry should ba told.

S0, while doimg otimer work thst could uot be svoided - I meke no pub-
lic uss of it but I sm Jemes =arl R#y's uapaid investigstor smd we
£re now spprosciing sm «videntisry hesring that by normel standsrds
skhould mske news - I rushked tarougin tme fourth of my "underground"
books, the orly fessible wsy of doing it fest. Wwers it not for
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printers' gremlins, the book would have been msmufsctursd bsfors this,
It is now ia menufecture.

¥y approsch to the otksr nat wss sn effort to sell ths subsidisry
rights. This is the resson I writs you becsuse, if tkey kave nmot
decided by the time I msve returned from s coming trip oa the Rsy
erse, I will hksve to look slsewkers.

These 90 pages of tramsceript sre reproduced in fscsimile. I 11lumi-
Aste thom with FBI sad <acret Service reports snd other clesasiffiaed
documents I considar relevsnt slresdy 1n my fides. (I hsve so meny
FBI reports there must be sbout 2,000 peges I haven't had time to
read,) They sre preceded by zs short s text »s I fslt would serve

end followed by whet i= celled but is more then s legesl snslysie by
the lswyer who represented me. It imcludes sn sccount of how to get
this document I put my heed on the block, confronting the govermmesnt
witih the choloe of chsrging sither its prestigiocus witmass, tas former
boes of thes Werrem Commission, or me with per jury,

Tris tramscript is not of & gataring of Nixonisn parenoids. It is
# s2ssion of the moxt eminent who expected thet no word they uttered
would ever become known. As sn ineight into how government works
whern it works in secrst, T have. ssen nothing 1likes this. A&nd in its
explicitness - well, I think even Nixon waz mot s« sxplicit se Allen
Dulles on tks DIA and the FBI: "Terribly bed chsrsctars.” And they
per jurs themselvas regularly. He would 1TKe even to tiae Necretsry
of Dsfense. The one exception he spscified, the president, we know
from ths Bey of Pigs and the Powers U-2 #ffeir, ks did lie to. All
2bout how they hide the identity of their sgents so nobody can sver
prove snyome 1s, thst it is =11 done in s code only two pesople know
snd they will swesr fzlesly In court if HeCesssrY.

The lrte Senator Russell st one point ssid, "You'd kunow » men for
fiva yesrs snd swesr you mever saw hAim,” » ststement to which Dulles
EErBed,

Whst until now I Rave mever used is tke secret relationship I hed
with Russall, the Commiszion's most conservstive member. Following
whet I put in his kends, the destructiom of the record of the doubts

I knew privately he hed hsd sbout the Report he &igned under » desl
than msde and of which no record now exists, ke resigned his QIa
oversisht responsibilities, ended his long frlendship witkh LBJ (who
wes not guilty in this csse but to Ruszsell it wes » second LBJ doutle-
eross), snd when ke knew his desth wss Imminent, he msde $ limited
public record of his doubts, To his dylng dey Rs continusd to sn-
coursge my work to disprove the Werrem Report while sxpreasing regret
he wrs uneble to be part of it but slweys winting to be kept imformed.

Psrt of this wes verbel but I have perasps » half-dozen letterz. There
is eome record of 21l of it.

The other mnet meems to be emphasizing this Russell psrt. I heve much
mors on it thsn 1s in the book. Thay sppesr to be having trouble
loceting mis former sssistant with whom I s2lsoc met snd correaponded.
Thsre should be mo difficulty. My own view is thet this Russell part
is » seperste story, reslly, if there is TV intersst, snd a very good
one, quite Orwellisn becsuse it involves the faking of & tramscript
xs Well ss the destructiom of the racord for hisxtory Russsll thought
hs wWss meking. I gave mim the fake snd it stunned him. Ths one
question he hsd is, wes there still the original. I obtsimed officisl
proof for mim thst there is mot snd developed my owm proof that it
Rever existed (slso stampod TOP SZCR:T). All of this is in officisl
documents snd corrsspoadsnce.
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When I wes in Washhington Friday, I tried to resch George Hermsn, who
knows me. He was busy on the inflstion story. In spesking to his
secretsry, I did mot remember thst I would be *Way most of Ssturdsy.
George normelly workas Sundsys. In a few mours I Wsve to lesvs on
tihis Rey csse work. I write in the event George does. not resch me
or thet hs seys to write Jou. I kad In mird thst ke might take the
time to resd this book of which I now heve only s single set of
proofs, sad glve you sa opimion. I would hsve deliversd it to mim
of% my wsy Lo thes sirport.

Howsver, I hsve mo reluctance in trusting you. My wife will be home
in my sbsence sand csm mail You tkese proofs if you pmome. I will be
beck the end of ths week.

I sm swsre of the problems for CBS in snything that destroys the

o warrea Report, The psrt on Oswsld ss en ggent proves st lesst intent

to cover up. QOther pearygsof this trsnscript do demolish the Report,
beyond repsir. QOver the Joars I have obtsimed much evideamce the

- Commissiomn did mot have. Tt does the same thing 21l over sgsir. But
I mave boen without the merxns of priating that completed book smd
these documeats. It will coat sbout $15,000 smd I'm broks. (My law-
Jer borrowed the money to psy the printer for the book of which I'm
writing.) However, if I wers CBS and 1t wars going to mappsn sRyvay,
I'd went to do it uysellf snd recspture what tmst mskss possible.

If you elsct to comsider my offer, plesse do mot be reluctent to ask
Questions. There is nNovRing in this book tmst I kave mot ¢xtablished
sepsrately with countless otmer official proofs. Becsuse of money
problems, I ksd to keep down the size and use excesrpts imstassd of
complete documents, s211 in facsimile. One exsmple of this 1is my use
of excerpts only oa the FBI's witimolding from the Warrem Commission
of the fsct tist Oswsld carried sn FBI sgant's neme, phons snd licenss
numbers., I Reve a fat file of xeroxes on tals smrd mors from my own
investigations. :

I do hops this can receive serious consideretion. I do bslisve it
will meke superior TV Journslism,

On srother subject tast hss besan in the news lately, Hsrlan County,

I sm the only men wio wes pert of the fwo fedorsl investigations of
the past, by the Semste sand by the Department of Justics. CBS has
reported excellsntly on the current situstion. I think there is
quite a story in the past, the psst of which I Rsppened to be part
end 2 story that, to the best of my kmowledge, hrs never been told
outside the official records. I hsve tkose of the Senate (I was 21s0
that committee's editor) smd cen locate those of the Justice Depart-
ment if they sre not in Weshington.

wWhile I sm rembling, I mention snother currently topicel story from

my psst s en investisstive reporter, before I went into intelligence
in World War II and while I wes #2120 & voluntser Britizh sgent in
economic wsrfers. ome of my exposes of Nszi csrtels were s0 kot they
could mot be printed. decent series wss publisiked snd sttrected
muck attention. Goverament sction followed s number of these dmposes.
One desl with waich I could do nothing precluded American development
of synthetic E2s 2nd rubber., I remember enough to trace 21l the
proofs througa the petent office if it is not too hot.

Sincerely,

Harold Weiszberg



