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The trouble with a one-man operation is sometimes more that there is only one
mind than that there is only ome man tn do too much. I should have phoned you earlier
and I skould have spoken more fully yesterday. I'1l explein botk and then tell you
what I have and how I got it, whick is also a story.

I have kad all the work on this book to do. When I em the publicher and kave no
employees, you know kou nuch that is. And for scveral preéeived need I was rushing like
kell. One is that it can izlflueng':e vhat meuns much, I think, amondment to tke Freedom
of Infornation lav that in the debates is spocifically sedd to have tho intemt of
oullifying the wrongful judicisl interpretations in one of my cases, to chenge the law
back to ils original ncaning,

A% the same tiuc my work on the Sigg assassination is a2ing siolen ratker openly
by a Holiywood outfit and I haven't the noney even to hire a lavrer,

d in addtion, as I $old you for e first tiue therc is 77 dutereste T kuow
that iuserest doem't nesn contrret, but before there was never the guts to hawve
intereste With the pressures put on TV over Watergate reporting added, I' ve been
aporehengive avout attracting prescsure on those who yield to ite I did not have in
mind either that you or yowr people would steal my work, or tkat I don't trsut Feu
or that you would allovw yourselves to be precsureds Especially when the book it coming
out anyways But when I kmow (and have copies of) the surveil mice on me, I waw geahing
without thinking it through avoidifg the application of p:'essure-/z; ﬂ7¢4»r—l .

I had an sgent “hen JFK was killed and & deal on two oiher boolse From Ly own
federal investigative cnd intelligence experience I wrote a lead and sumnary the
topic sentence of which was "Lee Harvey Oswald could not kave bwen personra non frata
to the FBI." In those days there were many magazines I considered a possible market.
Ingtead I was grected with hysteria I later learnec was a fair represcntation of the.
publishing attitude and lost my sgent when I percipted, i

Since tkhen I have been meoidng proof of this I have a book, Agent Oswuld, partly
writtene I have much new for it, some already written and some the most shodkdng, In

this quest, for about eight yoars I sought a top-secret session of the Barren Comrdssion

members only- all staff except Rankin kept oute thet was hoid on this vory subject, The
government gave me more trouble on this than on tke autopsy material 1 sought, even
inventing nev ways of stalling me which kept them technieally inside the law while
viofating it. Meanwhkile, I was busy on many thing} including the work I'Se done on
the King case and as Ray's investigattr,

(I never make any public use of this. But the fact ig that the bamis for the
court reversal we have obtained is Frape-Up., Thereafter I did an investigation for two
purposes, the utlimate trial and the habeas corpus petition with which we kave not only
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provailed but have eatablisked & new precedent the State is now appealinge Bud Pensterwald

has actually kad little to do with the case and the loud~talking and foolish-~talking
ldvingston even less, I have done all the investigating, a young lavye:r named é‘im Lesny
has done all the legal work, and on th? habeas corups as on other matters, we work
closely. He is the rare younger man who is willing to listen t¢ what the experiences

of an older man who has faced politicel groblems indicate should be considered, Or,
betweon the two os us we have done all the resl works)

What really reminded me of the serewing the feds gave me was the nomination of
Ford to be vice prosident, as you'll see in the book but is not here relevant unless
your peeple carry a torel to burn Ford, which I do not presume. Reminded vhen there
was less than the usunl work in the Ray matter, I asked :im to file & suit for me for
this ‘ranseripbe There ensued the usual trickery but this tire with a diftercnce. The
govercment was even nore desparatce. S0 deaparate that it made sordous misrepresentations
to the courte I slammed back with an affiduvit to which I stduched ihie Mrde of proofe
you lmovvl kuve from dnside the Comdssion sne denoliched their urgument, raising
serious rurstions about the intogrity of their whele line and conduct. They reusponded
by dragging Jo Lee Rankin out for the first time in all those proceedings, to swemr
that he had beca ordered %o apply & %op secret clagsification to this particular
procecdinge Well, difficult as it is to prove & negative, my vork in this are= had
been so0 detailed thut I could and I did under oath, which confronted the gowernuent with
an cntirely new problem, charging Rokkin or me with perjurye To be sure this was not
lost on them and pertocularly with the norinndion of the USAtuorney, Silbert, thun
weaiting confirmation, I discussed on vy phone with vim his demanding of Silbert that
ke charge Rankin or me with prejurye I'm tellin: you what we did, not that I kmow it
cauned vhat happenad. I can find other explanations, too. But the fact ia that at
this juncture the government just quietly nailed me this truly sensational transcript.

The prupose of that early mession wac to ponder not only the reports that had
beon withheld from thc Commission membors for a wonth, +hat Ogwald had beon u federal
informant. It turned into a sedsion skilfully led by Ranidm into a deliberation of
how they could "wipe out" this "nasty rumor," Not invostigate it, saippmss it. They
reacked decimion on what would not and could not be acceptable only. What they d5d in
the end is precisely what they decided could and should not be done or accepged by
the people, They decided that certain mamed witneases hud to be called. They then
procecdod not to call a asingle oneg Then then turned to oiher subjects, as I wille

During eht course of all of this Allen Dulles let his kair down as one would never
imagine the former head of any intelligence agency ever did, He described how they
1lie and why and is explicit in maying they perjurc themselves regularly, that he would
tell the President only the resl truth (and this is the guy who put the shiv in Ike
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over the U-2 (they go into aspocts of that, too). Dullea is specific in saying that
he nced not tell even the Secretary of Yefemse the truthl

He goes into how they lie about vhether or not someone is am agent and how they
have it arranged so nobody cak tell they are lying, how meny prople lxiow (two) and how
they hide it (code only they kmow).

The mombers had questions. Bemcmber that Russell story? He was chairman of the
Senate oversight comitteeon the CIA until I Eave him the materdial of which you knowe
He gaid if youm lmevw gomeone fer five yeara and knew he was your guy you would gwear
ke was = total stranger, tk % you had never laid eyes on hin? Sure, Suller saide

Un and dn Llikw this in the most thorough condemmation of the sppoks I have
vven peen And for good measure Dulles indluded the FBI,

In a fascinating double entendre there is the inference Algez' Higs could have
becn frameds It comco when Bulles is laying out how they work and how they arrange to
"compromolze“ peoples The device was the rug given Hisse It could later be used to
blacianil hime Th: recning is vnolear and ean be ision two wayc. But one of them is
that Hiss was framed,

There iz more in this part-there are about 90 pages in 2il- but I think this
gives you the fiavor,

They go oato otaer aupects of the assassination. On the shosting and the uedical
evidence what they &Z;& #ay - and it was gfter they had the sutopsy and related stuffe
they glve an ortir dy difforent account than in the ltlepprt. From another book I huve
written I know this is the right ono. They here destray the Heport they monthe later
issued. They here discuss the medical and shooting evidence that prove: there was a
congpriacy. Example, that wound allegedly in the back of the neck? It was "below
the shoulder blade." How dld they know? This exposes another of the enduring lice,
Jhey have a picture showing it!(On this I have more in the bock from &y own files, other
admission that they ahd full color pictures of the autopsy sbout which $hey licds)

Other things - it would take a short book to o into them alle are in ihis
amazing document, md I think s nuuber of top stories at just the time your competivion
is pecializing in them but with crap, not solid stuff like this, Thdis is mo solid and
80 hot that it can tum the whole thing around, Amd let me tell you.m\‘ if 1t doesn't I
bave what can, Already writtem and with enough to put people in dail for perjury if
anyone had the disposition,

1 have not been able 4o read either the popular papera of f}ae daily press for
months because with all of this I have beem doing my own and ra/ther gucceasful
Watergate investigations When I finally got this transeript an{i dropred everything
1 could to put this book together I had almost coupleted the qmtt of The Unimpesch-
Hen§ 07 Richgxd Nixon, started in &pril, I do kave what had n(wver appeared and I have
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put topether what the official investigators could or would not or bothe So, Itve
Just been too busy to keep up, However, people send me clippings and I assume from
this vhat the Tatler is hitting you some.

When people virtually invent stuff they came But heve I'm off'ering the most solid
and I think the moat sensa’cio&l material yet.

In fact, if you fecl this compesitive mressure, there are other mutual interests
we could well havee I thdnk you can run them out of the assassination business with
the kdnd of comprehensible and solid poroofs I laone have that with atiention could
force a nev invegtigatione Here I anm talking aboyt such evidence as was not in the
Comimsion's files that I have obtained (78

Thls is off the top of the heade I got up earlier for it, to makc the one
mail we have cach day and to finish what I have to do in prepartion for the priatiang

0 ihis book, prouose I forgot u drecinue line from Dulles, thut they use "ferribly
bac charactera, '’ One of the members repeats and there ie some auplification, thet
local police also doe

I'n sor-y ve are ao aeparated,ﬁv riles because il we coyld ever sit down there
could be more storicm, ull suppurted Ly the hottest kinds o%ocuments. Idke Ruby
on conapirzcy. (He was nuks whon he saeid there was cne but he did wey it and there
is & records) I iwve what iu suppesed to be his notes Yo his lawyer. One roads
{fron monor¥) "It all besan with a contract for $250,000,"

I think thiz book is workh top pricee snd I Lave to hold out fer it because oy
Young lawrer friend and associate has borroved the noney Tor us to print thic book,.
If you go for it I will fhen offor the contents of this other compieted book in return
for & 5,000 print of itx and let vou une what you want before it appears.

Frow my wsil there is nore assascination interest now then thare hag been :rince
1967, And d apite thy dj.fi‘iculty of knoving shout them snc of findirg ne now, more
books ar¢ golling waan since then, G0Ce Ii yeu want o really clobber The Tatler and
any other competiiicon on this subject, I can do i% for you, With stuff that is oi: uple
and comprehensible ani unlike their t cagh, absolutely solid, =il official documente

and 100% beyond questione What I'm agying ia that it is at once suitadble for popuiur
preaentation and also responsible, J't doesn t have to be jazmed UPe

Sorry T didn't think of writing you yesterday and driving into town to medl it
and save a ay when you said you would be leaving on vacation., This would have hed a
better chance of reaching you before you leave, However, I assume that if you have left
your secretary will know what to do and tkat I can trust any of yous

As things nov gtmng, ms@ ond I are going off on al/investigative-legal trip

ust before you return, I dcn t kuow if we'll be able %o keep this schedule or if
we'll be back, as we now plan, vhen you return. There are morc things for us to do in
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preparation ﬁfo the éoming evidentiary hearing on 10/22/74, However, if you want
to reach n: my ife will know vhere I am. She'll be working Hondays and Fricdays, tho.

While I've beer wriling this the news has come ou. They areo talking avout
Bloody Harlan. I was an export on that when the Senate investigated it and lived
and vorked with the Department of Justice down there for four months during a
prosecution. There are what I think would make some good stories. In fact, a friond
at CBS Newa bas been vanting to bring me together with the new UMM leadership so we
cen nake sone oral histories on thate But don't let this lead you to believe it is
deep and scholarly atuffe It deals with assasinations on that level, hovw they were
contr cted ard subcomtracted and the odd, human-interest vﬂﬁnts to some,

4'1l end with a story that may amwse you whether or net you could go for it, The
cezl association had a strong-ern gang, sll deputized, lt decided that an old man
John Lewis had sent in should be kiliwi. They gave their chief $400 anc the dynzrdte
and told hiz te do ite Heo decided that although nobody ever got pms’;ec‘?w for murders
there why should he run the riske So he got another, gave him hs the dynamits
and cubcontractods *hus sctually happened wntil the price was dowu to $10 that one
Ciris Patterson gave of tic $20 he'd gotten and one R.C.Tackett blew up the Parrott
Hotel in Pineville $o dll thds 90 year old ore-logged orguidner who was sleching
in en old mctal bedes The explosion, which demolished thet wing ol the hotel, turacd
the bed over as iv went Into the aire It came down on “Be,;:,gy" Duger and saved his

lifel
Whe:ther or not tiuis reaches you in time, I hope you rave u restful vocation.

Sincerely,

R
Hayeld Vicisberg e




