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Rt. 8, Frederick, fd. 2170}
1/19/78 '
Dear Tris Cofiin, . ,
I apireciate your lutter of the Z7th vury muche (ye eluays nopes for thias ruaction
but in dealing with & taboo xapely gets it from fellow writers wost of who ou¥ry prejudiices
that idoe (1n many cemes) guilt fevlings. I've Just challunged Yoe Gouwlden to & debate,

with all the reinforooments ho oan get and with “lmpert 0 be the "impartis)* moderator
iF thoy'll arrangs a Jury of our peers, the satioual Press Clube . e

- Your analymis is good and 1% 13 logion but I think hes one error in 1%: Hoover
mdwthnwtm'md&dthalwmg.Inthinth&o\:ﬂmydidn't.MtI
don't know is what Hoover knsw. I do Xnow the source and it is not ay representad in
the official documenta. I used thowse in the bosk for other mrposcss In Agenk Cevald,
when I can refuwrn to that bouk I had to lay aside, I will tell the entire story to the
degree 1t will hurt nobody. (Several FBL agents have already been hurte I wonder that
Beover dured be ss needlevely viclous with them.) S : :

, Mhmhwmmmamt&mr'am.xwmnmtmu
goes back te before CXi. ls was the sace way with U35 vhea I was in it. He wanted a
wmm. )

| %he reality 4s much move compiicated than either the transoript or the buok say.
If you aver came up, as once we discussed, I'1l tell you wore. It will fuscinate yote
¥oxe Bysantine then Watergato. ‘ , e

I'nbemdhga.mrsm‘ﬂmwsmwmtmmsdma book. One hnd
cne from the first,

¥hen Jinm Losar told me you had & eopy of the new book, I wondered if you would
care to tell those who get your newsletar hov they cep get 1t? Almos% nowhere 4o 1% in
comercial distribution. I trusted one wholesaler who had gypped me on the. earlier books
in the hope he would put 1% out in Waablogione If he haw it ins news to me. The other one
and the anly one i'va dealt with who hasn't not paid me 1s in Hew York. They not only
ddd not pot it out, they dended they had 1t. So the chances of buyirg one oxcopt from
me is negligible. Awd'1 do helieve people should be able to exmuine doouments like these
with confidenoe that they are e original decumcnts. ,

The only literwture I have on ufm ﬁha enclosed flyer,

1 an awarc of what Yoa Joggs told Keealer. I'd 1ike to talk to him but most of
these people nreumluctant to talk %o oud who has written what I have. Russell wesn't,

It would jo good if Pou Boggs or the friends of Larl Warren could come to wdcratand how
all the members of the Comdesion wers had. Tid: does not cxcuso thom for thelr own @I IOXs,
in my view, but 41t does zive at least a partial explonation. This 1s an aspect of my work
that has been igmored. *t is, 4n fack, thr dootrine of the Intréduction to the firak booke

I'd like %o write you at greater length about mutters I believc would intereat you
but it is impoamiblo. I'm olose to your age and work from 4-5 aume until aftor 1% Polie
and std1l ean't koop up. I'w: not heen able to findsh the conclusions of a Watergate book
1 laid azide in September for the work Jin Lesar and I did in the Rayr ense boginalng then.
And there ia much in the draft of that Watergate hook that also could interost an investi-
gating comsitioa, Iﬂmtheminasoodmguimmmmeandumthahaadma that
is not known, mwmisnstirqtmdma. Ho tack tho D.C. bars after he utarbed
working on it. Yesterday the Hupreme Court, in rofusing the State cert, upheld a precedunt
that may be as important as Miranda and Espositos the right to disoovery in habess corpus
Jrovesdings. What this can mean in political oases, I beliove, is enoricus.
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. Yin and I went to Mempils to try to exeroise this diacovery Ootober 1. We got
there the night bafore, after a day in Hashville, me with Ray at the jail and Jim poing
over a law firm's files to which we had been given access by the judge. Bveryone - the
8tate, tho cops, the DA, the public defender, the sheriff and the entire Establishment -
was detormined to foil us. Thay were abtle to spin our wheels. But once we established &
willingness to confront the Jjudge with having to conaider holding tiwm in contempt - as
we d1d ~ and were willing to filght the Jtate opanly and vigorously, we did get enough,
Naybe 5 % but sonsational. Sven the written direstives to violate Bayfs Gonsttbtutional
rights, aunples of intercepted comamications with all his prior counsel mfd the judge
(that one was a registored lotter, $00), notes he'd made for his own defense aud for
disousaion with his lawyers {taken from him oell withoutphis knowledge by his captors)
with receipts hy tge DA Zor these illognlities and I can t begin to remenber all. The
rottonest contraocts you evor saw, totally wndmiowm wntil them.

B The State nover knew wvhat wa inew and could prowe and hed sauples of. We ehowed
them one handwrltten note by the Di they didn't now we had and they oven lied about who
had wrdtben 1t. With the other demonstreaticns of our knowing our stuff they were cone
franted with a serious wrobless what wowld we pull in cowrt i they did not conply with
the discovery orders. - . . " : :

We oven hud them dredghng the formor Di's basement and coming up with stolen files!

I am not & lawyer. Jim has not yet takon hia first case before a jury. Po we did
have a fov handicaps, But with them Jim haa establichod this stonificant presedent. Until
the Nixon court eon accept a case in which ths horrors can’t o presented to it as we
did in slight measure in Jin's briel and all officisldom lnew we cunld add to.

Yor a first-cane lawyer tils ani what else hs did is, I think, a legitimate story.

s firet ~ only - éeposition was of Verey Foreamn. Hovvman did nob show vy for
the hearing. Neither did BA)I Hule. (Part of what he have on both is in my Frane-Up,
Dincovery acded ccnslderable teapide nom-compiianco.) Foreman fled o TV studio in the

Spring of 1971 when he learned while the make-up was befng put on that he was going to
oonfront mae ‘ o

These people have powsr. But thoy foar and hete us. The Stete essistent AG wae
saying opunly that he wan going to “got" me, But he chickened out.

However, I have secn nowhsre any refevence to ile procedent aasure of what has
already boan accomplished 4in this oase with an entively pro bono defense snd with the
State still intercapting lay's dofense mail. Even after we proved they hut been doing ite
Private cqumunication has bYeen fuposaible. And is, ' :

Bont reg.ris,



