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Year “on Stanley,
Geo whiz and golly ggee, 1's sure sorry I freaked you put.
But thanka for telling your revaders hov to get my books.

Scout's honor, onth on the sacred Yarrenm Leport of whatever reinforcement uight
add to ny simple word that I'm not put out and am amused at the number of factual errors
is @o short a plece. My concern is not great and I am comforted, as I'1l mxplain,

Perhaps I should put it that I'll try to explaine. The simple got so lost and as
you correctl; say, I'm no prose atylist.

HO? for use bocause I'm trying to sue over it: the Bpooks are keeping a sherper
eyo on me and the kinds of errors I find here arv sometimes used ageingt me, I'11 como to
one but ['m sidmaing thokgh the clipidng one of pour readers sent we. I remd it sone
hours ago.

Hy "attack” on the Warren Report is not "gpdated” by only the following three
of the printed Vhitovash scries. Thore was Oswald in fiew Urlcens, parts of ¥ gere-Up,
four sults under the Frecdon of Information law (one went to the “upreme Court and
helped porsuade the Congross to avend the law and over-ride Ford's voto) gud & few
other things, including conmploted but unprinted books for which I canat pay the printer.

It is not that "Publishers won't touch Waisbherg," flattoring as you make it seenm,
And comzercially conspiratorial. ("Cohspiracy Sleuthing" ic a head not sulted to ay work
and I am at crossed gwords with those who comuercials that ploy.) Dell d&ia reprint two
ofx:wbookaaftertuminghothdmahtaloffmtima.&%ttonsubsidiaryﬁﬁpub—
Lish Frese-Wp (and kill it, too). Oswald in “ew Orleans I also did not publish. (S & S
was exoctod to distrdbute but copped out. A Parallax subsidiary did it.)

lou are quite wrong in "be wants no uptown editor tampering with ¥is stuff," H{
only desire within this ball park is no gepgoring. There was commercial (and plsspoor,
editing of the two Books cited above. I've been seeking an editor for wysolf since 1967
and I'1ll enlarge on this if you want prior to your quarterly suppleneut.

"His newest 1s called Frawme-Up." You have it, Check the copyright dates. The
neweat 1f WW IV, which you also have. Host of Fraue-Up is aix yoars old. It appegred
four years age. #nd, may I boast, hus a history of accimplishment few books can claim,
Especially "failures."

I write books faster than reporters write daily news copy. Also with greater
daily output. Thias is not a boast. }t 18 a compromise I've had to make becanse of the
extent of, the work I've undertaken. Each thing I do usans something else I do not doe
AndIdontmangd.vingupliﬁ.ngitup.IfIhadthekindofegoremsentedintm
quoted sefitence I'd be whetting and honing all the mahy words, Instead 1 publish rough
drafts for not one of which have I been able oven to make outlines, For only one did I
even taica time to make any special notes., Sure it shows.

Pron the moment I atarted the wrd of ’hotogramic Whitewash until the evening
the printer delivered tho first 100 coples {awen bindiugs, t0o!) wes cxactly 28 dayse
And look at theindox.IdidotlnrtMm;sdurim;ﬂmseZﬁdm. too. Wulte o few, If I
do not recommend this to others, I fult it was my necd,

When 1 get to writing 10,000 vords a day ("heavily rescarched" as you say) is
not exceptional and I've done much more. Once vhen I wag Prepering for a trip to New Urleans
I elso did more than 30,000 -not published ~ at the same time, over one weckend, the one
on which L l&ft.




With all of this, from secretary to researcher to investigator (sometimes even
lawyer) to makeupnan to mail room, I'm tho ontirgbublishing operation except tho press-
man and bindor, ‘

I this is not one of the bettee illustrations, I'm also the entire p.r. division.
So, I'a jot Shakespuare.
But I also don't forget rules and slugs, as you did.

Vhich i to say that I've east myself in the role of the man vho will discover
and take to the people information they should have and thet is sccurate and that with
all thoss opposed to it in a decade has brought not & single complaint from those of
whow I've written with some forthrightneas and wigor. With all my eritics there has not
becn a mingle substantial complaint of factual inacturecy and none not atitibutable to
7y oorrect quotation of inacourate officialdom,

With compléx, controversialm materials and such adversaries ms the late saintod
Edgar and Bill fuie and Foroy Foroman and that entire Commisaion and its staff.

Okay, Conrad and Hemmingway I ain't.

Hor do I try to be. (Despite which I invite comuents on the published rough drafts
of parts of the epilogue to W II and the introduction to Photographic Whitewash.) I can't
be everything, am immodent, if you will, to think I am more than most can try to be and
do more(other than stylistically,fmultlessly) than enyone I know or know of would attempie

I an nonthless only cone man, beglnuing to tixe a bit as I ap.roach 62 (six weeks
off) and work a lonser day than any kid I know.

Your entire roview was eix or sgvmucntences. 1 den!t really mind the erack and
1 do agree with the comment. But I can t understand why reviewsrs have the compulsion
to make unessentisl cracks. Hapecially™in a vory:decent review, for the rest, or moat of
which, thankse

I'd like to wnderstand thise I have no resentment but I've never really understood
this compulsion.

The part that cen be used against me has %o do with the error sbout editing. For the
record, 1 tried to hire a professional editor for the firat book and after reading it
she would not touch it because she sald the only editing it nseded no two publishers would
agree on zo the time and money would be westede With 10 succeeding book that was not
proffissiorally edited did I have fewer than two (educated) friends read with the request
that they edit.

The plain and simply truth is that I would dearly love an oditor.

. So far from egotistical am I about that I did not ovenm read the editing of Oswald
In Sew Orleans. “t was a big mistake, but I zade that mistake.

Hy purpose in this is not complainte I'm looking ahead to your quarterly in which
you puvject something that las beon done only once before (New Orlcans kevisw, Tulane's).
1'd prefer that it not be subject to later misume to undermine my credibility, which you
nelther do not intend. But it can be used that way by those having the intent. Thoy are
numerous enough.

By and large this was kindness, and thanks for it,

Sincerely,




4
ﬂ.')
i
o

Notes ¥

CONSPIRACY SLEUTHING: Harold Welsbery is
a 6l-year-old man of -incredible tenacity. His

_ Whitewash, self-published in 1966, was a devastating

attack on the Warren Report — an attack that has

 been updated since in three more Whitewash books,

Publishers won’t touch Weisberg and he won't touch
them. Not much of a prose stylist he wants no uptown
editor tampering with his stuff. His newest is called
Frame-Up, in which he builds a case that that's what
happened to James Earl Ray in the King

- assassination. You have to order Weisberg’s books
. from him by mail. They are chilling, provocative,
- heavily researched. Here they are:

e —————— e P
___—____——__—.—-—

Wesk of February 6 - 12, 1978

GeiFie Son. %%

Whitewash: The Report on the Warren Report.
$5.25. .
Whitewash -II: The FBI-Secret Service Coverup.
$5.25. : o

Photographic Whitewash:  Suppressed Kenne
Assassination ‘Pictures. $5.25. S

Whitewash IV: Top Secret JFK Assassination
Transcript. $6,25. ’ .

Frame-Up: The Martin Luther King/James Earl
Ray Case. $10.50. .

You want them, you order them from:
: . Harold Welsberg

Rt.8 :
Frederick, Md. 21701 _

PLAYDAYS: Build Your Own Playground is a
source book of ideas from the work of Jay Beckwith,
Bay Area sculptor who turned to community-
involvement playgrounds. (Pacific Sun; May 24-30,
1973) The paperback is from San Francisco Book Co.
with text by Jeremy Joan Hewes and photos by
Suzanne Arms. $7.95 in paperback, 515 in cloth.

NOSTALGIA: There’s a hairy, eight-foot, 350-
pound creature at large around Murphysboro,

- Illinois, much like the Abominable Snowman. It

shows up and leaves unexplained in a collection called
Unknown America (Quadrangle; $10) written by New
York Times correspondent Andrew H. Malcolm. You
can read that Unknown-to-the-Times America, if you.
want, Offbeat small towns full of great photos by Gary
Settle, mostly in the midwest and south ...  The
Vertical World of Yosemite is a collection of writings
and photos on rockclimbing in YNP from Wilderness
Press in studio format. It’s reminiscent of the old
Sierra Club exhibit series in its fine use of pictures and

text, but at $16.95 it comes in a lot cheaper.

MORE CONSPIRACY: Resident expert Richard
Raznlkov reports that The Tears of Autumn (novel
about JFK assassination as plotted by Diem arid Nhu
mentioned last week) is a turkey. Also a whitewash of
CIA. ‘Not so, heé says, is The Sicilian Specialist
(Random House; $7.95) by Sicilian Mafia
Norman Lewls (The Honored Society). In this one a
professional killer is put to work on high government
officials by a group that smacks heavily of the Agency.
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