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Dear Roger, T?}fﬂ men 1./26/75

1% was necessary to write the attached letfer in haste and without having of
taking time tc think it all throughe It iz to & fzdend lorg in book publishing who
besides being a lawyer snd formor publisher iodsy whesls and deals. It is the man at
whosc home you lott me the day L wsnt to sew Yors to do ths job on McDenalde He then
susested, I think for the second fime, that the first four tocks be -condensed into onse
Parhaps you and I also discusscd this then as ws have, ivconclusively, since.

I hevz o intersst fa such a projoct unles. it wors to accoupiish two objuctives:
te able to rozch and inform more people and produce enoush revenue to more than offset
the loss of sales to the orizinal books, which I'a golnz to have %o raprint in any =svent.

Or, 1 woull not ko0 inte it withon®t assurences that it would zay.

I do thinie thers im 2 market for it and I thdak with a gocod publisher and good
praoxos it could opean the mariket. A1l the others combined do not hav:s the content, have
not carcizd the subjsct as far, and add practicelly nothing %o what first apoeared in
these norks. They ers mors then the ground-bz.akeras They remaln the taaic worka. lot
that Sylvigls isn t wagnificent. But it is limited snd no such claims can be made for ite
It also is couing out as a paperback. I'm talxing about a hamiback ani without & super
advance would not consider an oxigzinal vaperbackKe Without such au advunce, from oven g
large publisher the probabilities arc that be'd coast oo the interest ia the subjiect and
wnat uizht ba recallsd of nmy reputation. This would not sncourags the truck drivers who
dtermine what gets onto most racks $o even ;ut 1% out well, S

The questions beging after these conociderations. Unlegs there iz s satisfactory
arrangoncat thers is o nee. i o Tarthaxfk, Bcfore anytilag can by lone thess can be
changes that would aliter everyihing, including prospects.

One of the gquestioms we have discussed brisfly but I sacall no details in whether
you zight want t0 be the ediior. This iuzmediately raises smployer questions, althoughk
that could change abruptly and could Isir four heir. :

Offand on during the nights I'm sleepless. Last nizht, after writing tiis, I
became much lesa ceriain that the shortssi poszible bousk ls to be oreferred, While my
rachllootions of the specific ontent of Waitewash apge no long r seuplstely clear, fron
the passing of rore than a decade ani the acydoition ané nublication of new stuff, I
tend to believe thers iz 1ittle fat in it.

I also thought abeut the recherics, of using it as a bazse and adding, —echanicslly,
what could then be editec. This iw to say that with two copies of each taken apart, there
wpnld b3 o 'copy of each page and at ap,roprigte roiuts seetions from other books could
be inserted in what would become both 2 rough outline of the condesfation snd & besinning
point for editing/inserting. Then anothar elternative occurred’ ir the enlarging xerox
is not ftou erpenuive, 1% would be buotier to use one, whils the sise of page, as I rocall,
Would b swiward, the henefite i space and lezibdlity would overcexs this. I Sidrkid
would come out 10/18.

det zouch after I giarvtsd $lds shae Jﬂ&'#.&ll cate, with auen logel «ork ifor zo to
et dons Tor Jiw in tim: 4o e medlsd tomorrow. I still do not travsl oo weoll and I'm
not yel willing t2 drive %o IC szain. ['m goong to have t8 izprove more firste S0 if it
is to reach hiz by Honday I1'1l have to have it dons by aese 1've amended a complaint in
one FOI suit and have other work on others. I'm surprised the ghone nuan¥t etarted up
before nou Lecause there is new craziness afoot and I was ¥5 have had iwo calls by now.

¥hat 1'nm tryingto do is give you -z Letier baesis for comsidering wh ether you would
of could be intercsted in undertekin. this. If the answer is moybe or yes, an estimate
of the ime weula be & goud fring &5 heve, The conaensation «oss, 1 think, have cnormous
posaibilities in the impact #wther or not cormercially. I would, for exsmple, inist that
as port ol the deal there be & set of Blicg (bound prooofs) in acvance of publicatisn

to each Hembar of both Housese One possibility is to undo soms of the harm the seli-promoters

have done snd will be doing. The work in ad.ition to tre editing/comdensing would not be
great but there would be some, inserted psrcathetdeslly or as notes., Exomple: The Jome

misszion knew what I've been cereful to say nothing about, that Hiosty destroyed his records.
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No questions. The rclevance, especially in terms of intent and fairness to the Fil,
is obvious. But the hcadlines 10 years later ought be something more than a premax
promo for this of one of thousZards of goases og-ellipsis in the very first siorke
It is premature to talk acout conde # Pogt Moriem. Big 1'd sugrest tha: for
the future s Vst odition that coudd irclude this condensntion mighi be kept in nind,
i bave one other book for suve that would it but wikdl 1 have 1% webtten tiwut
elac is premsture. without a windfail or foundation support, neither Iilkely, it is not
poing te come about quickly becaus. there ar: too rauy shings - musi ¢o. I haven't made
e Toal dent in the accumulsted filing since the phlebitis, i I do a Uil dailye.
Please thiz:ﬁhﬂae considerations through as soon an you can. Hy friend is capable
of spot dacisiocs and instant deals as ke is of forsettiag and letiine things slide,
¥hen the next two Sroacorizis are available I'd aprreciats two coples, one for
<Jin and onz for me.

Reat ')




