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Dear lave, 11/14/90

t
I n sorry you, Gerry and Jerry \who has a bpad knee) could not have been here
yesterday to enjoy my two surpise visitors, two now mididle—aged anti-Lastroites who
figure in the official investigations of the JFK assassination, Jerry Yatrick Hemming
and idoy Hargraves. Hemming phoned from the wiRC offices in DC yesterday morning to ask
if they could come, I asked him to use peneil und puper and write the directions down,
and believe it or not, he did, he got off the expressway at the corrsct exit and then

got lost making only the two turns required to get here, Driving a not inexpensive and
new van.

It seems they are working for Bud “ensterwald and his ~Ssassinations archives and
Reseirch Uenter on the dicky White concoction that hi: futher, Hoscoe, was one of JFK's
assassins. Trying, as they correctly understand Bud's attitude, to prove that this fairy
tale is or can be true — after all that has come to light and all that I've told Bud
that proves it isn’t and can't be true! They undergtand that Bud is a true believer, that
Jin Tesar tonds to agree with him and feel as he does, that Kevin Walsh is troubled by
it in whib they cen't identify, and that Murk allen is openly skeptical.

it was not easy to present to then the disproofs that I have because Hemmin,; wanted
to recall his past and the people he met and what he then was Jdoing and tended to
monopolize, but Hurgraves did make some notes. I gave them the items of disproof of
the details of this concoction and the titles of the books that were pragharized. They
had seen a copy of the novel, tFromises to Keep, at the Aailc offices and had a copy of
Copkin's with them, The Second Uswald. -

Hemmin,: seems not to have aged as much as I'C have expected from the kind of life
he leads but his 6'6" body now bulges at the belly more than mine does and Hargraves
puffs out a bit thure, 1 last saw Hemming 22 yrars ago and 1'd never seen Hargraves
btefore. He surprised nme, however, by wuoting the lobert ﬁfost poen from which the novel
gets its title, Promises ?o bgepe

ffonming, wio has detested lall for Yeurs, loran Hall, that is, confirmed what one
of my Baltimore police friends (who'd been here earlier in the day and through lunch with
his girl friend) told me, that Hall and his son had been arrested in 6klahoma selling
some kind of dope pills to raise money for the Contras and were in jail for it.

I was curious about soue of the story Hall had given 1 on a nwiber of occasions,
for the first time inghree duys of interviews ot him when he was in real pain from an
illnesss | do not recall in a Veteran's admifistration houpital in lLos angeles, the hospi=-
a2l thuat was destroyed later in an earthwuake, at léét more than a decade agoe He does

confirm part of Hall's story, that Castro had him juiled with Santos “rafficante. Ly
recol lection is that Hall s:dd in the sume cell. lemming, who says he then visited Hall
during his detention in what he suys had been a_mental hospital, says Hall was in the
cell next to it but that he was prrmit-ed to sdlire the food the mafia boss was B&le to
have sent in. -

Not that any of their pasts is relevant to the J¥K assassination, although it did
figure in the investigations. With regard to the one real link, o' the men who appeared
at “ylvia Odio's apartment in Dallas just befor: th: assassination with one pr:sented to
her as Leon Uswald, who said JFK should be killed and he would show them how, both dis-
agree with the account that one was Hall, They seen to have had soue kind of connection
with the “hristic Institute and that suit against the L.a over the bombing that wus to
have killed kden ﬂéﬁtor& for the Contras and instead wounded the corrspond.nt ‘ony
avirgnan and others. They clain that, in Hemming’s word, which is not easy to accept
without confirmation, t ey are ggys sure that the man they think was at Odio's is the man
who was responsible fo that bombing.

T made no effort to make notes and L think it is not the significance of our
conversation that would have insérested you but what these men suid about their pasts



]

and those of other nou midile-aged soldier:: of I"ortuﬁa. L teagjed Hetming 4 bit about sSome
of this and those we spoke avout, like Hobert fe SPrown, publisher of Soldier of Yortune
wagazine, They see each other often so + saked “esi™to tell"rown that he still owes me
a “Yolorado double—bladﬁd axe, not that I can now use it. ie says that the court decision
against JDrown and his migazine was reversed on apreal. 4f you do not remenlier, he was sued
because someone responding to an ad in the magazine k;lled soueone for théd person who
responded to that ad. und if you have forgotten “rown s link with the JFK investigation,
he had been offered a large sum of money by & southern Californiu arab dentist to kill
J¥K and thousands of members of americans tor emocratic Action and if I recall correctly,
Jews, und had not reported this to the FBI. ¥o'which he later confirmed it when a student
to whom he'd blabbed that story did tell the FEI,

Whei 4 iddded HaXX Hemming about his ¢ pen planning of a ho//skip-md—-jump Irumat
invasion of “uba via Haiti in gy presence, Larry Howard of the JVK investigation with us
in Hemming's E1 Monte apartment,and this included his phone conversations about it, hi
response vas that while they did not get to invade Haiti, Fhey had bombed’ the castlit: /Sfe
says that Howard ¥avis, who had been Raul “astro!sg persofi, 1ilot, flew the plane that did
the bombing, Howie Davis is in the FBI records, /

Herning claims to have met Roscoe White in Dallas in 1962 und that under ¥OIa he

has gotten FBI records that confirm this. I asked him fop copies and he suid he'd send

them but ir I get thew I'll be surprised. He does acknowledge that that does not con-
firm Ricky White's story.

I don t know how they are financed but . think i+ is not entirely by Bud becuuse
they hud just left therc and here * had 4o direct thenm to the Weute.n Wnion office where
we waited for ﬁemming, who returned from it with the money he said had "been Wuiting for
him in Washington. From uhere we went to supper. Which was large for both. &and Lil
noticed that Herming did not leave a tip. I puid our sliare while they were gtill eating,
at Carmack's, wher: you like the scrapple, und paid the tip at the smme tine, lor our
share, '

Qﬁ,“j/ Hargraves surprised we not only becuuse he quot:.d f’rost bft bicause of his interest
in our)history and even in olu builidings ang architecture., He expressed interest in the
older locul budluings past which I dorvcted them and particular interest in the Hessian
Barracks now part of the deaf and dumb school canpus. (The next to the top mun now lives
in the part or it not used for storuge and loves it from a story in the local paper.)

This buglding dutes to th: Hevolutionary War und “essian tropps were housed in it, thus
the name. Hurgrives alsp was approciative of the moving of the John Hanson house from

the other side of West Patrick Strect, brick for brick, and bein,: rebuilt as t 0. the
NeW county courthouse . . gruves is better educatied and better read than T and
he again surprised me by his kmowledge of' the obsceure novel « had been asked to read by
8 conservative friend, » Canticle for leibowitz, as = thought it would, it interested them
when I told them that the friend who loaned it to me is the brother-in-la. of idani's
mayor, Suarez, one of the Uubans who huve becouwe prominent in Florida's political life,

ey did talky quite s bit dvout the so-culled training for an invasion of “uba on
“Yo-Name Key. I asked rgraves for his vesion ol the death of one of them, Collins, from
drowning: when he was a skulled diver. I+t hup.cned in shallow water and ffurgruvezs says it
was while Collins was drunk. He ®sais that Collins made out well diving Tfor tropi:al fish
to sell but that he was th: kind of drunk who got nasty whe drumk, anltended to wildnesss.
This matter used to interest tho earlier Muts in the J¥K case,

With reg o the “annlicher-Carcanno rifle of ‘icaldond says Oswild used, it just
happens that the Bultinor: policeman, who t.:.ches un assassinations ourse at a comuunity
college, had just thuf & BEEenEEIorning returned mine that ie'd borrowed. lgmming then
made gruphic and detailed explanations to “argraves of its nany derects. e suid that in
those eurly anti—ta;;tro days they hudd been oflered o Quantity of' these ritles and refused
to accept then, they were that bad, that acngerous. and he eaplained and demonstrated soume
of the hazards, one I rucall that could put the shooter's eye out. Yhey lam hed and laughed
about anyone even thinking th t such a wecpon woulw b, used in such a job., Hemuing did



say that iloscoe White had a quantity of them. I asked hiu what calibre, bociuse 1 knew
adcky had specified 7.65 inst ad of 6.5, snd he suid it was T.05,

Hargraves is not the braggard Hemming is and he diun:t once riise his voice. I
found myself wondering how he had becoue involved in those kinda of ativites so long
ago and had continued in them since then. Loth seen to be working as investigators now.
1 did not ask them for uny details on *his othgr than the ostensible purpose of their
visit. But in the course of our conversation, Hemming did confirm aspects of what 4all
had told ue of his transporting of weapons and‘othar'things from the west coat to “lorida
back in the 1963 months that are in the M4l riports, lester Logue, a wealthy Dallas
right-winger, did confirm that Hall had left a trailer load of this stuff in his
Garage, as M1l had told me. I think but I'm not sure that was the time Hall was
arrested with it aftnithe JFK administration had begun to champ down on those aciities.

They had expected Jim and Mark «llen o still be working at 8 last night because
they expected to speak to them then when they phoned. Instead they lef't a message for
Jim on his naswering machine that they'd be in touch this morninge. “hey stayed at +he
Hasser motel because it is the old-fashioned kind, ol individual cabins, and they »
wanted to have the van with what it held, particularly records, to be close to their
room, for secutity reasons., I think also bec use they liked the rate of $34,00, which
is so much less than <hey've been paying. They lgﬁghed about their first accomodatmions in
the DC area becuuse after they checked in they leagned it was a black cat house. They did
not find it of interest to them when I +old them that where Vestern Union now is, at the
truckers' truck-stopfmotel, has the reputatjon of also being a whorclouse.*his is to say
that they were not interested in wonen and £x but in the kind of accomodsations they wanted
for security and economy. Economy indicates that vhoever is paying their e..penses is not
overly-generous with noney. It makes me suspect th.t their interest in this involvement

is not r'inancial. They obviously had little money when they got here because they s:id
they had to get the Money at Western Hnion or they'd not. have money for supper and the
motel unless they did.

4lthough their connections at least of the past seem to have been with right-
wingers and their anti-Camnunist pasts il not Desent seems to include them as right-wingers
they spoke of right-wingers they numed = in a'deprecating manner and se-med to be saying
they they were not of such beliefs,

If hemming was truthful, it seems that Jin Garrison tried to interest them in
working ror or with him. Hemming did Jﬁy that some of those whose name: came up in
Garrison's talk, like Larry Labogde, had CIA con.uetions, au contract agents. But they
coudd not specify any reason ror the CIi to use the like.. of Hoscie White as a contr act
agent. They could think o1 no service he could render as a contract agent. They had little
knowledge of Joe West or Gary Shaw or the preacher named Shaw who is part of the hite
story and in general it i¢ apparent that although they kme. of “opkin's boek and had seen
the novel, Bud and “im had not cued them in on <he (isproof of it that + g wve them, They
smevw ol the rupture between West® and the Dallas center but not that West had continued
to be comnected with it through the Ricky White press conference it staged for him. In
terms of' their investigation, when ++told them I had the &P wire copy on it they did not
ask to see it. They did not know that Ricky's tirst g&ost writer was the former Dallas mmogc
cop abshire who uses the pen-name anderson and did not kmow, although Bud et all aee
well aware of it, that he put an outline of Dicky's story on paper. I did not tcll them
I had a copy pit suggested they ought loox him up when they are in Dallas again., I know that
when Yim sent Aevin down to investigate becuuse Jim doubted part of the story at the least,
Kevin gave him an account of his intervie. of anderson, the name in nevin's report. So, I
wonder what kind of investigation Bud et al really want vhen they keep this kind of dise—
proof of what Bicky has been saying from their investigators.

ffy how these people waste their time and money!!! only to in th- end magnify the
destruction of all credibility by téeir nuttiness and the attention they get for it! These
two seen to understand that Bud is andious to br i th. case open and nothing else in-
terest him. It did not seem to discourage them a bite In haste this eaarlg morning, before
1 go out for the papers and then do my wallkdng, .ith best to you all, A"1244“€V



ear Sam, 11/14/90

Your t.o lettrs o+‘:he 8th vame yesterday when I had two mididle-saged soldiers of
fortune about whou I enclose a memo that understates the nature of some of the conversa—
tion. Rather oddly, I've thought, one of them has over the years referred reporters to
me when they had interest in him, Hemming. He had been a leader of at least one of the
illiberal political groups that regarded all who opiosed US Latin american policy as
deds, he had a paramilitary organization 1 forgot to mention in the memo, which I began
writing at 3:30 a.m., which he culled, as I recall, The International Penetration “rigade.
4e spent years providing arms to illiberal gangs in “atin america and a..though T did not
ask him, I believe this would have included the Yontras and possib&y governnents, if they
had the need, like others in Central america. He did fly small plunes :and he does huve
expert knowledge of rifles at the least. -il ruther enoyed their visit, too, bec:use she'd
in the past met only a cQuple of such types uho visited here,

+ also forgot to include in the memo that these characters till have and still use,
why I can't imagine?ﬁ encrypting and decrypting device of liorld Var II era, the one they
brought into the house to demonstrate to ne describeJ as one used by the USS and nade by

the army's signal Corps. It wus less than %"xu"br 6" and was in perd%ct condition. Can
you imagine this being trunsported all around this country and being used today?

Their surprise visit was a rominder of xh all the imuune violations of our laws
by so very many woongly-dedicated americans. These people lived in constant violation
of, for example, the ancient Neitrality act. With full federasl knowledge of it. 1t was
no secret that they engaged in military training for wmilitary action inside countries
with which we were not at war and with al. but one of which we maintained dipdounatic

relations., JFK did order that they be clamped down on but nothing really hurtful
followed his order.

Before he switched £t to what is fairly well known now, Soldier of Fortune nagazine,
Robert K. Brown published much detailed information on a wide variety of weapons and on
how to use them., Including even knives and explosives, and I recall no emphasis in his
literature on not using this intoruation inside the U.S. His enterprise was then
titled "Yalladin Press." He then and now was in the sume location, Boulder, Colorado.

rown was a captain in the arny reserve when he was propositioned to wholesale
assassin and nurder witiout reporting it to any authority. What happened after the FEI
confirmel this proposition? He wau promoted to major.

His name cane up in the ‘run/Contra hearings, without any effort to inc_ude any
of his background and acts in th« hearings, even in the questioning of the man who
testified that @llie North had sent hin to conier with Brown and others whose names mesnt
nothing to me as 1 heard them mentioned. The witness was the guy who was also in the
so—-culled - well, I've forgotten its title. £t .aus in State.

It was not because none of the commttec knew anything at all about Brown
because I sent some of the members copie:: ol the Ful reports I have, No response from
any one.

The witness is the guy who sung apens of praise to Qllie in his testimony, the
one Ullie spent some Contra money on for a wedding present.

Hall had _also been a politigal activist, in or leading the ulections campaigns of
the extremists Mousellot and/or Utt in California. He was closely ali;med with ilexican
fascists, among others.

¥

There are suveral .arry liowards. The one connected w-ti. both Hall and Cemming is
a “hicano and he is still engaged in such activities. I'¥We forgotten what Hemming said
th:y are when . asked him. I was tired. aside from training with these ueople on bo-lume
ey, which as I recall is just off the I'lorida west coast, Howurd was with Hall on at least

one of three trips on videh he openly transported such cargo as rifles‘from the west
coast to florida, for use in violation of our laws, if the transoorattion alone was not
also a violation. Le told me that he wa. grre:te! once only, in Dallas, but the Da, when



he was my friend about .U years ago, checked his recerds, or had them checked while I
was with hinm, and denied it happened. liall had told me that he'd pulled some radical:
right strings there and had it wiped out and was freed.

it is novw JU years since “astro ftooi power and these neople are still active doing
the kinds of things they should never have done and they still be lieve it is right and
proper and a form of true patriotism,.

Une of the thingzs theyv mentioned is that in those early davs, when they had little
food, they got day-old Jewish +rye and other bakery products from adler's bakery in
Mi ami -

Hemming did serve time in jail but I've forgotten why. Bhat Hall would mimice
@llie and sell prohibited substances to raise money for the Lontras does not surprise me.
Nor does it that_he would include his own son. H¢ really believes that such illagal acts
that are also so muxm¥¥ morally reprehensible are trudy patriotic and american. it is not
easy to understand this and I'm syre he is not unique in it.

There then were openly fascistic .roups, especially in Eélifornia, and he told
me that one heuded by a rufiian named “lint .heat was one of his suppliers arms for
se abroad. Last L heard of Wheat, many year:s ago, he was on the lume I do not recall the
charge against him.

This tiny sanple of such activity by smoericans and the immunities they enjoyed,
along with the support they found, including frowm public officisls #nd the weulthy, may
se:m strange and not like us to those vho've never had any contact with those 1 think
of as the dedicated wrong. 3ut they mimic official policies1 They did in their anti-
Uastro activity, for example. and then there is the story I 11 enclose from today's
Wx Post, headed "CIA Organized Secret army in Vestern Europe." It should have been
plural from the story, vhich may or may not have appeared in the Times and elsewhere.

Yy "western" the s-ory includés virtaully every country not behind the iron Curtain.

a5 you'll see there is extensive officisl corroboration in several countries. and that

the military supplies provided by the CIA disappeared from time to time and were used by

extremists. I an reminded of the killing of the leftist 4talian publisher who published
me, Giangiaccomo Yeltrinelli because I wondered at the time if he was assassinated

by Cla-related rightist extremists. One of thosei involved in such activities in

Italy says he (uit them when he learned they were to engage in political assassinations.

as Brandeis \or was it Cardoza?) suid, for good or ill the government is teucher
of us alle

I've wundered again. I'll resume response to you lettexslater. *ou did refer to
the clection of Wellstone to the Senate frow AMinnesota. +t hapuens thut thereds a long
story about hin and the campaign he waged in this morning's Style section of the Fust.
1t is enclosed,

Best,



