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T
exan claim

s his father fired shots that 
B

y H
ugh A

ynesw
orth 

TH
E

 W
A

S
H

IN
G

TO
N

 TIM
E

S
 

D
A

L
L

A
S —

 A
 29-year-old M

id-
land, lbxas, m

an charged here yes-
terday that his father, a form

er D
al-

las p
olicem

an
, w

as a C
IA

 h
it m

an
 

w
ho fired the shots that killed P

res-
ident K

tym
edy in 1963. 

R
icky W

hite, an unem
ployed oil 

equipm
ent salesm

an w
ho has been 

trying to peddle the story for at least 
a year th

rou
gh

 several =
n

am
ed

 
lb

xas b
u

sin
essm

en
, told

 a p
ack

ed
 

n
ew

s conference here that his father, 
R

oscoe W
hite —

 w
ho died in a 1971 

fire —
 joined the D

allas P
olice D

e-
partm

ent shortly-before the assassi-
nation just to handle the job. 

M
n W

hite said yesterday that his 
father, shooting from

 the infam
ous 

"
grassy k

n
oll"

 area ah
ead

 of th
e 

presidential m
otorcade, fired tw

o of 
three shots that hit K

ennedy on N
ov 

22, 1963. H
e said

 h
is fath

er also 
killed D

allas policem
an J.D

. T
ippitt 

as he and L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald w
ere 

rushing to R
ed B

ird A
irport in M

r 
T

ippitt's car to leave tow
n. 

H
e claim

ed that O
sw

ald fired no 
shots at all and that O

sw
ald and O

f-
ficer T

ippitt w
ere "patsies." 

R
icky W

hite also nam
ed tw

o other 
"shooters," code-nam

ed "Saul" and 
"L

ebanon," w
ho he said had fired at 

K
ennedy. R

oscoe W
hite's code w

as 
"M

andarin;' he said. Saul and L
eba-

non w
ere C

IA
 operatives stationed in 

the T
exas School B

ook D
epository 

B
u

ild
in

g an
d

 th
e C

ou
n

ty R
ecord

s 
B

uilding overlooking D
ealey P

laia,' 
he said. 

H
e added that his m

other, G
eneva 

W
hite, overheard a plot to kill K

en- 

, 	
AP 

R
icky W

hite w
ith a photo of th

e presidential m
otorcade before claim

ing yesterday that his father killed John K
ennday. 



nedy w
hile.viorkingas a barm

aid at 
Jack

 R
u

b
yt-  nightclub a few

 w
eeks 

before the assassin
ation

. S
h

e told no-
body, he said, because R

uby threat-
ened to kill her if she did. 

R
icky W

hite said his m
other "

h
as 

had four shock treatm
ents and can-

not be questioned." 
T

he R
ev-Jack Shaw

 of suburban 
R

ichardson also w
as at the new

s con- 
ference, held at the JF

K
 A

ssassin
a-i 

tion Inform
ation B

ureau, w
hich sells 

conspiracy m
aterials about the trag-

ed
y, an

d
 said

 M
rs. W

h
ite h

ad
 told

 
him

 w
hat she overheard. 

"T
hese allegations—

 that this w
as 

d
on

e on
 C

IA
 ord

ers, th
at th

is gu
y 

w
orked for us and that C

IA
 had any 

role in the assassination of P
resident 

K
en

n
ed

y —
 are lu

d
icrou

s,"
 C

IA
 

spokesm
an M

ark M
ansfield said in 

W
ashington. 
R

oscoe W
h

ite n
ever w

ork
ed

 for 
the C

IA
, M

r. M
ansfield said. "N

or-
d

aily, w
e n

ever con
firm

 n
or d

en
y 

em
p

loym
en

t, b
u

t th
ese allegation

s 
are so outrageous that w

e felt it nec- 
essary and appropriate to respond," , 
he said. 

T
he F

B
I said in a brief statem

ent 
- that it had received the sam

e infor-
m

ation in 1988 but "determ
ined that 

this inform
ation is not credible." 

T
h

e W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

 con
-

clu
d

ed
 th

at O
sw

ald
, actin

g alon
e, 

fired the shots that killed K
ennedy 

and w
ounded John C

onnally, then 
Ilexes govern

or. D
esp

ite th
e fin

d
-

in
g
s, co

n
sp

ira
cy

 th
eo

ries h
a
v
e 

abounded since the assassination. 
R

ick
y W

h
ite sh

ow
ed

 rep
orters 

docum
ents that he said w

ould-but-
tress his claim

s. A
m

ong those item
s 

w
ere em

barcation slips show
ing that 

both R
oscoe W

hite and O
sw

ald had 
left on the sam

e ship for M
arine duty 

in Japan on A
ug. 22, 1957. H

e sub-
m

itted
 th

ree fad
ed

 m
essages h

e 
claim

ed
 w

ere sen
t b

y U
.S

. in
telli-

gen
ce officials ord

erin
g th

e k
illin

g 
of K

ennedy. 
, B

u
t B

ob
b

y R
ay In

m
an

, form
er 

C
IA

 deputy director, said after ex-
am

in
in

g th
e "

m
essages"

 th
at th

ey 
are not legitim

ate. "M
y reaction is 

th
at its a forgery of som

e k
in

d
, or 

in
v

a
lid

,"
 h

e
 to

ld
 th

e
 A

u
stin

 
A

m
erican-Statesm

an lett w
eek. 

R
ick

y W
h

ite said
 h

e d
iseti red

 
h

is .fath
er's,,role in

 th
e 	

k
-4

2
 

years ago and had difficulty accept- 

A
P

 

T
he late R

oscoe W
hite In a 1963 

photo. H
is son says he w

as a C
IA

 
agent w

hen he shot P
resident 

K
ennedy. 

ing it —
 particularly, he explained, 

because O
fficer T

ippitt and his fa-
ther w

ere close friends. 
E

arlier this year, R
icky W

hite and 
his agent, C

huck N
eighbors of San 

A
ntonio, m

et w
ith T

he W
ashington 

T
im

es for several hours at the behest 
of a N

ew
 Y

ork
 p

u
b

lish
in

g h
ou

se, 
w

h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

 con
tacted

 b
y M

r. 
N

eighbors. 
T

h
e N

ew
 Y

ork
 ed

itor u
rged

 a 
w

riter for T
he T

im
es to "exam

ine 
th

e valid
ity of w

h
at M

r. W
h

ite 
claim

s" and determ
ine if he w

anted 
to w

rite a b
ook

 w
ith

 R
ick

y W
h

ite 
about the charges. 

_T
h

is T
im

es rep
orter —

 w
h

o h
as 

w
ritten about the K

ennedy assassi-
nation since the day he w

itnessed it 
—

 investigated several of the W
hite 

claim
s and then told the N

ew
 Y

ork  

ed
itor th

at h
e w

as n
ot in

terested
 -

that he did not believe the story. 
S

in
ce th

e d
iscu

ssion
s w

ith
 T

h
e 

T
im

es, R
ick

y W
h

ite h
as com

e u
p

 
w

ith further docum
entation and al-

legations, including: 
• T

h
at h

e h
ad

 read
 h

is fath
er's 

diary and understoO
d w

hat it m
eant, 

but that an F
B

I agent had taken it 
an

d
 h

e h
as n

ot seen
 it sin

ce. P
re-

viously, the only reference to the F
B

I 
h

avin
g an

y m
aterials of h

is w
as 

w
hen he said an agent had read som

e 
n

otes an
d

 h
e cou

ld
 n

ot fin
d

 th
em

 
later. N

othing w
as ever m

entioned 
ab

ou
t a d

iary, n
oth

in
g rem

otely 
touching on adm

issions about killing 
O

fficer T
ippitt, or O

sw
ald not even 

firing a shot. 
• T

h
at M

rs. W
h

ite h
eard

 a p
lot 

w
ith R

uby saying, "I w
ill take care 

of O
sw

ald," and her husband reply-
ing, "I w

ill take care of the president 
and I w

ill take care of .T
ippitt." 

• T
hat he had additional inform

a-
tion

 lin
k

in
g h

is fath
er to th

e C
IA

. 
T

h
e T

im
es rep

orter w
as told

 b
y 

R
ick

y W
h

ite th
e on

ly th
in

g th
at 

caused his belief his father • w
as a 

C
IA

 agent w
as a friend living like a 

"barricaded herm
it" in a W

est T
exas 

tow
n, w

ho is no longer m
entioned. 

T
here appear to he m

any holes in 
the latest scenario, including: 

• O
fficer T

ip
p

itt w
as k

n
ow

n
 to 

have been farther aw
ay from

 the city 
and w

as pulled in closer by his dis-
p

atch
er as p

olice search
ed

 for th
e 

assassin
. H

e cou
ld

 n
ot h

ave b
een

 
d

ow
n

tow
n

, h
u

rryin
g O

sw
ald

 an
d

 
R

oscoe W
hite out to an airport. 

• W
hen R

icky W
hite said his fa-

ther fired tw
o telling shots, includ-

ing one to K
ennedy's throat, he w

as 
parroting several conspiracy theo-
rists, b

u
t m

ost forensic experts say 
there w

as no shot from
 the front. 

W
oody Specht, an F

B
I spokesm

an 
in D

allas w
ho has dealt w

ith the K
en-

nedy case for nearly a decade, said  
sim

ply: "Y
ou really need to evaluate 

the source on these types of things." 
• T

h
is article is based in part on

 
w

ire service reports. 


