
B
y E

ric G
ay, A

P
 

N
E

W
S

 C
O

N
FE

R
E

N
C

E
: R

icky W
hite stands next to a photo of 

JFK
's m

otorcade taken m
inutes before the president w

as shot 
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C
IA

: L
atest JFK

 plot claim
 'ludicrous' 

B
y G

eorge H
aj 

U
SA

 T
O

D
A
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C
IA

 officials M
onday reject-

ed
 a

s "
lu

d
icro

u
s"

 a
 D

a
lla

s 
m

an
's claim

s th
at h

is fath
er 

w
as on

e of th
ree C

IA
 op

era-
tives w

h
o assassin

ated
 P

resi-
dent John F

. K
ennedy. 

D
uring an earlier new

s con-
feren

ce, 29-year-old
 R

ick
y 

W
hite said his late father, R

os-
coe W

h
ite, jo

in
ed

 th
e D

allas 
P

olice D
epartm

ent so he could 
carry out the assassination. 

W
h

ite said
 L

ee H
arvey O

s-
w

ald
 an

d
 p

olice officer J.D
. 

T
ippit, w

ho O
sw

ald killed after 
th

e 1963 assassin
ation

, w
ere 

"patsies." O
sw

ald w
as a part of 

th
e con

sp
iracy, w

h
ile T

ip
p

it 
w

as uninvolved, W
hite said. 

H
e said m

uch of his inform
a-

tion cam
e from

 his father's dia-
ry, b

u
t h

e cou
ld

 n
ot p

rod
u

ce 
th

e b
ook

. H
e su

ggested
 F

B
I 

agents had taken it. 

T
he F

B
I said that, in 1988, it 

received the sam
e inform

ation 
as W

hite divulged M
onday but 

"determ
ined that this inform

a-
tion is not credible." 

T
he C

IA
 denied the claim

s. 
"

T
h

ese allegation
s —

 th
at 

th
is w

as d
on

e on
 C

IA
 ord

ers, 
that this guy w

orked for us and 
that the C

IA
 had any role in the 

assassination of P
resident K

en-
nedy —

 are ludicrous," spokes-
m

an M
ark M

ansfield said. 
O

fficial investigations of the 
assassin

ation
 con

clu
d

ed
 L

ee 
H

arvey O
sw

ald acted alone. 
W

h
ite's n

ew
s con

feren
ce 

w
as at th

e JF
K

 A
ssassin

ation
 

C
enter in D

allas, a group that 
has pursued the idea of a con-
spiracy and cover-up. 

"W
e hope the (T

exas) attor-
n

ey gen
eral w

ill reop
en

 th
e 

ca
se,"

 sa
id

 cen
ter d

irecto
r 

L
arry H

ow
ard

. "
T

h
e fed

eral 
govern

m
en

t h
as d

on
e tw

o in
-

vestigation
s, b

u
t th

ey h
aven

't  

done it right yet" 
D

ozens of reporters covered 
the new

s con
feren

ce, and H
ow

-
ard

 said
 later h

e "
h

ad
 300 to  

400 calls today. W
e've been on 

several new
s show

s and inside 
E

dition is film
ing, too. T

he re-
sponse has been incredible." 

W
hite's theory has credence 

in the eyes of one m
an w

ho in-
vestigated the assassination. 

F
orm

er N
ew

 O
rleans prose-

cu
tor Jim

 G
arrison

 still says 
the C

IA
 w

as behind K
ennedy's 

d
eath

. H
e tried

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s 
b

u
sin

essm
an

 C
lay S

h
aw

 in
 

1969, but a jury rejected G
arri-

son's claim
 that Shaw

 w
as part 

of a C
IA

 plot. 
"T

here is the possibility that 
this is valid because there are 
so m

any points w
here this kind 

of statem
en

t ... u
su

ally veers 
off into unbelievability," G

arri-
son said. "T

his statem
ent con-

tinued to ring true." 
B

ut W
oody Specht, an F

B
I 

agent w
ho spent nine years as-

sig
n

ed
 to

 th
e a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 

case, said
: "

T
h

ere's b
een

 so 
m

any claim
s like this in the last 

27 years. Y
ou have to use good 

ju
d

g
m

en
t h

ere, esp
ecia

lly
 

fro
m

 so
m

eb
o

d
y

 w
h

o
 w

a
s, 

w
hat., 2 years old at the tim

e?" 


