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Classmates doubt ‘run-of-the-mill’ cop gunned down JFK

By Earl Golz
American-Statesman Staft

Four Dallas police academy
classmates of Roscoe Anthony
White, including two who rode
with him for three months in a car-
pool, contend he didn’t have the
emotional fortitude or rifle skills

necessary to assassinate President
Kennedy.

They dispute the story of Ros-
coe White's son Ricky, who
claimed this week that his father's
diary — which has disappeared —
revealed Roscoe White was one of
three gunmen who killed Kennedy.

The three ex-police officers and

a Dallas police mo-.nom..; calling
Roscoe White a “routine Marine
jarhead” and a :E -of-the-mill,
average person,”  questioned
whether Roscoe White was capable
of pulling off one of the most as-
tounding murders of the 20th
century.

Wilbur Bernard, who said he

drove with White every weekday to
the police academy for three
months beginning shortly after the
assassination, expressed doubts
about White's accuracy with fire-
arms. Bernard placed fifth in
marksmanship in a class of about
30, he said. White, much farther
down the list, “wasn’t one of the

best” shooters, he said.

Roscoe White “never ever men-
tioned ever being associated with
Lee Harvey Oswalid, and I think I
knew him about as well as anybody
at that time,” said Bernard, who
recently retired from the Dallas
police force.

Bernard said, “I talked to him

the day after the assassination,”
which took place Nov. 22, 1963. *']
saw him every day after that when
we went to the academy (beginning
Dec. 11, 1863). There is no way he
could have hidden his emotions

that well,
“He was a real popular upbeat
See Classmates, A7
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