
Dallas cop's 
son rolls out 
JFK theory 
Mattox, CIA, Hollywood 
answer conspiracy claim 
By Ears Gala 
American-Statesman Staff 7 406 94 

The Texas attorney general, a major Hollywood 
producer and the Central Intelligence Agency are now 
being written into the newest chapter in the never-
ending mystery of who assassinated President John 
F. Kennedy. 

A 29-year-old unemployed oil equipment salesman 
from Midland stood before scores of reporters in Dal- - 
las Monday and implicated his dead father in the as-
sassination. Soon after, Attorney General Jim Mattox 
said he'd gladly review the evidence, and the CIA is-
sued an unheard-of denial. 

At the same time, the FBI, which had previously 
refused to comment on Ricky White's story, issued a 
statement in Washington saying agents had reviewed 
and dismissed White's story two years ago. 

And, finally, those who believe White's story is true 
acknowledge that last weekend, several of them met 
in Hollywood with producer/director Oliver Stone, 
presumably to discuss movie rights to the White 
story. 

The latest chapter in the Kennedy epic began at a 
two-hour press conference in which White said his fa-
ther, Roscoe Anthony White, joined the Dallas Police 
Department in October 1963 with the express intent 
of killing Kennedy. 

During the press conference called by two assassin-
ation research groups and several Midland business-
men, White and Baptist minister Jack Shaw talked 
about incriminating entries in Roscoe White's miss-
ing diary, decoded cables, and the relationship that 
Roscoe White and his wife, Geneva, had with Lee 
Harvey Oswald, Dallas Officer J.D. Tippit and Jack 
Ruby. 

Based on his own memories, his father's diary and 
effects, and the recollections of his mother, Ricky 
White told reporters that his father had been one of 
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C
IA

, M
attox respond as D

allas cop's son details JF
K

 conspiracy 
C

on
tin

u
ed

 from
 A

l 
three shooters on the day K

ennedy 
w

as assassinated in D
allas. 

A
lth

ou
gh

 O
fficer T

ip
p

it w
as a 

friend of his father's, R
icky W

hite 
says his father shot T

ippit to death 
in

 th
e O

ak
 C

liff section
 of D

allas 
ab

ou
t 46 m

in
u

tes after th
e assas-

sin
ation

, as h
e an

d
 O

sw
ald

 w
ere 

trying to get aw
ay. O

sw
ald w

as lat-
er accused of killing T

ippit. 
D

u
rin

g th
e p

ress con
feren

ce, 
W

hite said his father w
as follow

ing 
ord

ers to k
ill K

en
n

ed
y an

d
 th

at, 
w

hile he did not know
 w

ho issued 
th

e ord
ers, th

ree m
essages fou

n
d

 
am

on
g h

is fath
er's effects h

ave 
coding that m

ight have com
e from

 
the O

ffice of N
aval Intelligence or, 

indirectly, the C
IA

. 
C

IA
 resp

on
se: 'L

u
d

icrou
s' 

T
h

e su
ggestion

 of C
IA

 in
volve-

m
en

t b
rou

gh
t a sh

arp
 resp

on
se 

M
on

d
ay from

 agen
cy sp

ok
esm

an
 

M
ark

 M
an

sfield
 in

 W
ash

in
gton

: 
"T

hese allegations —
 that this w

as 
done on C

IA
 orders, that this guy 

w
ork

ed
 for u

s an
d

 th
at C

IA
 h

ad
 

an
y role in

 th
e assassin

ation
 of 

P
r
e
sid

e
n

t K
e
n

n
e
d

y
 —

 a
r
e
 

ludicrous." 
R

oscoe W
hite never w

orked for 
th

e C
IA

, M
an

sfield
 said

, ad
d

in
g: 

"N
orm

ally, w
e never confirm

 nor 
d

en
y em

p
loym

en
t, b

u
t th

ese alle-
gations are so outrageous that w

e 
felt it necessary and appropriate to 
respond?' 

A
lso M

on
d

ay, th
e F

B
I issu

ed
 a 

statem
en

t sayin
g its agen

ts h
ad

 
considered the R

icky W
hite story 

in 1988 and had "determ
ined that 

this inform
ation is not credible." 

B
ernard F

ensterw
ald, executive  

d
irector of th

e A
ssassin

ation
 A

r-
ch

ives an
d

 R
esearch

 C
en

ter in
 

W
ash

in
gton

, said
 M

on
d

ay th
at 

M
attox w

ill b
e given

 all m
aterial 

that points tow
ard R

oscoe W
hite's 

involvem
ent in the assassination. 

R
u

b
y, O

sw
ald

 m
eetin

g 
In

 an
oth

er cu
riou

s tw
ist to th

e 
case, M

attox said late M
onday he 

is interested in pursuing the W
hite 

story because he w
as once told by 

his m
other, a w

aitress at C
am

pisi's 
E

gyp
tian

 R
estau

ran
t in

 D
allas, 

that R
uby frequented the restaur-

an
t an

d
 th

at sh
e th

ou
gh

t sh
e saw

 
R

u
b

y an
d

 O
sw

ald
 eatin

g d
in

n
er 

there together once. 
T

h
e restau

ran
t ow

n
er, th

e late 
Joe C

am
p

isi, testified
 b

efore th
e 

H
ouse Select C

om
m

ittee on A
ssas-

sinations in 1978 that he didn't see 
O

sw
ald in his eatery, M

attox said. 
M

attox said
 h

e b
elieves h

e h
as 

ju
risd

iction
 in

 th
e case, ath

i h
e 

w
ould interview

 W
hite and his as-

sociates "
to see w

h
at th

ey've got 
and let them

 explain it to m
e." 

"T
he key to the thing, of course, 

is, if the F
B

I acknow
ledges seeing 

the diary," M
attox said. "T

he only 
th

in
g to d

o is to get a look
 at th

e 
diary or acknow

ledgem
ent (by the 

F
B

I) th
at it existed

."
 

"
T

h
is is n

ot a solu
tion

 to th
e 

John K
ennedy case," F

ensterw
ald 

said after R
icky W

hite told his sto-
ry. "

It's in
form

ation
 w

e th
in

k
 is 

im
portant, and w

e think it's true. 
E

ven
 if w

h
at is said

 h
ere tod

ay 
checks out, the case is not solved. 
W

e still don't know
 w

ho planned it 
and paid for it and basically w

hat 
th

e sh
ootin

g w
as ab

ou
t. T

h
e b

est 
w

e can hope for is to get out of this  

an idea of w
ho the actual assassins 

w
ere." 
It m

ay be difficult for M
attox or 

anybody else to do m
uch w

ith the 
case w

ithout the R
oscoe W

hite di-
ary, w

h
ich

 d
isap

p
eared

 in
 1988. 

T
he leather bound journal talked 

about the assassination and the af-
term

ath, said R
icky W

hite, adding 
that he and his m

other read it. 
R

oscoe W
h

ite d
ied

 of in
ju

ries 
su

stain
ed

 in
 an

 exp
losive fire in

 
1971. H

is w
idow

, G
eneva, is criti-

cally ill an
d

, accord
in

g to fam
ily 

m
em

b
ers, u

n
a
b

le to
 b

e in
ter-

view
ed. 

A
 'silen

ced
' w

ife 
A

ccording to the R
ev. Shaw

, G
e-

n
e
v
a
 W

h
ite

 c
o
u

ld
 h

e
lp

 a
n

 
investigation. 

Shaw
 says R

oecoe and G
eneva 

W
hite confided in him

 in 1970-71 
w

h
en

 th
ey w

ere h
avin

g m
arital 

p
rob

lem
s. A

n
d

, h
e says, G

en
eva 

W
hite confided in him

 again dur-
in

g th
e last year, tellin

g h
im

 th
at 

sh
e w

as w
ork

in
g as a h

ostess in
 

R
u

b
y's C

arou
sel C

lu
b

 w
h

en
 sh

e 
overheard her husband and R

uby 
d

iscu
ssin

g "
th

e en
tire p

lot of th
e 

assassin
ation

 of th
e P

resid
en

t"
 

tw
o m

onths before the shooting. 
A

fter th
e assassin

ation
, S

h
aw

 
says, G

eneva W
hite w

as given elec-
tric shock treatm

ents and kept se-
dated so she "w

ould be silenced." 
R

uby had told her "in no uncertain 
term

s that if she opened her m
outh 

she w
as dead and her children w

ere 
d

ead
,"

 S
h

aw
 says G

en
eva W

h
ite 

told him
. 

S
h

aw
 says G

en
eva W

h
ite told

 
h

im
 sh

e con
fron

ted
 h

er h
u

sb
an

d
 

after an organized crim
e figure ap- 

p
roach

ed
 h

er in
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s in

 
1
9
7
1
 a

n
d

 to
ld

 h
er to

 d
eliv

er a
 

w
arning to her husband. 
A

ccord
in

g to S
h

aw
, G

en
eva 

W
h

ite w
as sh

ow
n

 n
early a d

ozen
 

p
h

otograp
h

s an
d

 id
en

tified
 th

e 
m

an in N
ew

 O
rleans as C

harles N
i-

coletti, form
erly th

e n
u

m
b

er on
e 

h
itm

an
 w

ith
 th

e S
am

 M
am

m
a 

M
afia fam

ily in C
hicago. N

icoletti 
w

as execu
ted

 gan
glan

d
 style in

 
1977, about a year after G

iancana 
also m

et the sam
e fate. 

S
h

aw
 says th

at, w
h

en
 sh

e re-
turned to D

allas and told her hus-
b

an
d

 of th
e om

in
ou

s m
eetin

g in
 

N
ew

 O
rlea

n
s, "

h
e to

ld
 h

er 
everything," 

S
h

aw
 says th

at, as h
e lay in

 a 
hospital dying from

 burns in 1971, 
R

oscoe W
hite told him

 that he had 
b

een
 m

ark
ed

 for execu
tion

 b
y 

som
e of his underw

orld associates  

an
d

 th
at h

e b
elieved

 th
e fire h

ad
 

b
een

 d
elib

erately started
 to k

ill 
him

. 

A
 H

ollyw
ood

 in
terest 

R
icky W

hite said M
onday that, 

sin
ce h

e fou
n

d
 h

is fath
er's d

iary, 
h

e h
as b

een
 con

su
m

ed
 fu

ll-tim
e 

w
ith

 tryin
g to fin

d
 ou

t w
h

at role 
h

is fa
th

e
r
 p

la
y
e
d

 in
 th

e
 

assassination. 
H

e said
 th

at for m
ore th

an
 a 

year h
e h

as received
 a "

m
on

th
ly 

salary"
 from

 th
e M

atsu
 C

orp
., 

w
hich w

as form
ed by seven M

id-
land oilm

en solely to help finance 
R

ick
y
's in

v
estig

a
tio

n
 in

to
 h

is 
fa

th
er's in

v
o

lv
em

en
t in

 th
e 

assassination. 
M

atsu president G
ary B

aily said 
R

ick
y b

egan
 receivin

g fin
an

cial 
help from

 M
atsu on a "day-to-day  

b
asis" ab

ou
t six w

eeks ago after 
getting just expense funds for m

ore 
than a year. 

B
ally also said

 R
ick

y W
h

ite is 
n

egotiatin
g w

ith
 H

ollyw
ood

 p
ro-

d
u

cer/d
irector O

liver S
ton

e for 
m

ovie righ
ts to h

is story. L
ast 

w
eek

en
d

, R
ick

y W
h

ite, h
is 

w
ife 

and L
arry H

ow
ard of the JF

K
 A

s-
sassination Inform

ation C
enter in 

D
allas m

et in the L
os A

ngeles area 
w

ith O
liver Stone and toured U

ni-
versal Studios. 

"O
liver Stone is interested, but 

no deal has been m
ade," B

ally said. 
M

atsu
 so far h

as sp
en

t m
ore 

th
an

 $100,000 on
 th

e W
h

ite p
ro-

ject, B
aily said

. If an
y m

on
ey is 

gen
erated

 b
y th

e W
h

ite story, 
about 74 percent w

ill go to R
icky 

W
hite's fam

ily. T
he rest w

ould go 
to the M

atsu C
orp., B

aily said. 


