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* Fueling the who-kill ‘H fire

By Joseph P. Kahn

GLOBE STAFF

hat faint buzz you hear echoing

from Boston to Berkeley is the

hum of the JFK assassination
network, busily digesting the

; latest morsels of information

t  that might add a dramatic new chapter

to one of American history’s most baf-

fling mysteries.

While a quarter-century of dogged
investigation has left their ranks deplet-
ed and their hopes for a definitive solu-
tion largely frustrated, the conspiracy
buffs and Grassy Knoll scholars still
react hungrily to fresh news, if not fresh
clues, about who really killed President
John F. Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963, in
 Dallas - and why.

i It happened again in Texas earlier
this week, when a 29-year-old unem-
ployed oil-equipment salesman named
Ricky Don White told reporters that his
deceased father, former Dallas police-
man Roscoe White, had been part of a
three-man JFK hit squad — and, he also
claims, the gunman who killed Officer
J.D. Tippit after his arrest of accused as-
sassin Lee Harvey Oswald. White based
his allegations on a missing diary of his
father’s he now believes was stolen by
the FBI, as well as cables sent to Roscoe
White by the CIA, his purported em-
ployer. A CIA spokesman in Washington

- immediately (and vehemently) denied
the link.

Whatever truth may lie in White's
charges — and the jury is not only still
. out on this one, it has barely been em-
pamled-t.hemmﬁcﬂhattheyhaw
been aired has been enough to remobilize
the network. And the more that network
vibrates, the more likely it seems that
White will soon be exposed as a hero, a
charlatan, a pawn in others’ hands - or
perhaps some bizarre combination of all
three.

How many amateur sleuths continue
to follow the evidentiary trail is hard to
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Carl Dflesbv thinks Rickv Whjte s story is “almost certainly a hoax.”
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Grl_st for the who-killed-JF

Contiued from B Pnge "

Research Center: in Washington,

where more than 200 books and a
‘million pages of other material relat-
ing to the assassination ate kept on

hand, vice president James Lesar
saysheﬁeldedﬁﬂboﬁl)callsfrom'

‘about 500 dues-paying members.

- Two years ago, on the 25th anni- .

versary of the Dallas tragedy, it was
estimated that fewer than 1,000 as-
sasgination buffs remained’ active -
down considerably from the heady
days of the late 60s and early "10s,
when the Warren Commission Re-
‘port and Watergate had thousands

-} of gkeptics seeing government con-’

spmeshehmdem'yt:ee.Many

abandoned their own invéstigations

after a congressional committee
-spent more than two years and $2.5
million reexamining the JFK data,
finally concluding that Kennedy had
"pmbably” been the vietim of a con-
spiracy. No other gunmen were
. named, however, and no indictments
handed down. Meanwhile, the num-
ber of newsletters and hot lines has
dwindled.

Sﬁll,atleastsomevaﬁgesbfﬂlel

old assassination-ologist network re-
main intact. One respected veteran
is Cambridge writer Carl Oglesby, a
founding member of the now defanct
Assassination Information Bureau
_and a man with dozens of conspiracy
‘buffs on his Rolodex. While working
on an updated version of his FBI vs.
| CIA. book “The Yankee and the
‘Cowboy War,” Oglesby spent consid-
.erable time after White's press show
: mss-checkmg his story against
what is widely lmown abom. the
events of 11/22/63. .
; “When 1 first heard White’s
charges, I thought, great, at }ong
last a:ghost had risen from th
grave,” says Oglesby. “H:sseenmo
certainly fits with the body of facts
as we'know them, But by the second
day, I'd decided that this was almost,
| certainly a hoax.”

Bokistey yow st i i

pects of White’s story particularly
trouble him. Oneisthennpliw.b,om
that the CIA’s involvement reached
all the way to the top — far beyond,
as numerous investigators have con-

tended, a “rogue element” that oper-

ated “off the books,” in Oglesby’s
words, from the main chain of com-
mand, The other is Ricky White him-
self, who presents himself (suspi-
ciously, in Oglesby’s view) as a sim-
ple Texas good ol’ boy. His support-

'agmupdaevenMid!and,Tws,
businessmen who have fronted hin’

- ther the

ershavee\renhmtedthatWh!tels

' “toodmnh”bohavemadetbewhole__-.-'\
thing up. .

And Write does have his sup-
porters, including founders of the
JFKAasasmnahonInfomaﬁonGen

$100,000, hoping for 2 fat return on

their investment. And that bat.hers

Oglesby, too

"rhemlalmbenuthmhnm-"“

ness relationship,” he notes. “Once.

'thatformed.t.berewadapricetagon-

every piece of the.
uon,ﬁ-omabookdeel[reaeetedby

Vﬂungbwuyearsago]mmHBD

movie. .
“Ia.lsodoubt[whtte]isasdmb
as he'd like people to believe he is;”

adds Oglesby. “Andi!hssnothe—'

hind the hoax, one of those Midland

people could be well-versed in assas- -
gination literature, know of the °
White-Oswald conbpection in the Ma- ..
rines [the two servicemen reportedly jn-
sh.lpped out overseas together] and’ -

saw possihﬂ:tyofmvmgasw- +
rysumeduthankeewmldpayh)g,"

bucks for.”

Fellow AIB mmber Bob Kskr,
another local author (his first novel, .
“Hot Air,” was just published: by-
Birch Lané Press), heard about’- ;

‘Ricky White’s story a day before it

became public — a direct function, .
thzmofthenld—buﬂ'networkhe

Barely feels plugged into anymore.

“Pg still love to éee some. posi-

tive, verifiable developments in the .
case,” Katz states. “What isn't need- .

b At

tamily photo&-e-

Jack Ruby, who]atamurdmdﬁs-

*-wald on live television, and dthers of
Dswald himself, taken: by the

_acmssthea?metﬁ-om Officer Tippit.
". Roscoe White died in 1971, in a weld-

h:g\-shopaoudmtthatStoekwellm

pectswmpm‘tofa.cm clean—up":

me dissatisfied,” eonwdesStmkweJI.
who hopes Texas attorney general’
Jim Mattox will open his own inves-
ﬁgauonmmthemxﬁer “T feel like:
[White and: the others] only put out
“around‘one-third of what they lmow.
'Iheycoulddnbetter Andwi]lbe—

.. fore it's aver.”

Perhapa,eountersRobertGardl
perAndperhspsnot. :

Gardmerworlnedasareswcher:

Berkeley wiuchhasalsobeennng '

-mgoﬂ"rhehook.
" “So far, ttusmmntstoapileof

gadging. Which they did not. We re-
fu'tothatunem‘tbeshothw'd

ed are murky, unverifiable hypoth* .. Allowing
eses. In a way, this reminds me of -wha

the old Clifford: Irving-Howard £
Hughes hoax, where someone knows. g ¢
enoughaboutanacﬁmlmetothmw '

onanaverla.yofso—ca]ladfacts.

T el Stuckwell, who ‘spent 18,
the CIA, disagrees with the
doubters. The author of several -

years in

_maudmgmebesrfseumgﬁlnsﬁmh'."
of Enemieg,” Stockwell. has. inter--
personally and spent -

viewed White
two months analyzing his “evidence.”
He says White, who he claims

passed two lie-detector tests, is ei-.
genmnemdaorahapleaa;."nm

. But not a cunning frand.

“ka}' s story pretty much.

tracks from A to Z,” Stockwell as-
serts. “And his ‘dumb act’ is no act.
If this is a hoax, then someone really
knowledgeable — and “With access to

IikeRmkyWhmemuface.”
‘ The old news? That people like'
W}ntehmtofmemtmﬂy

well, In the end, they may prove to

bethetougl:&staudlenceofa]l tnwm‘

over.

to be behind it.”
The photos :Stockwell refers to |
' mdndemofWhlte’smothermﬂle
't-.mployofbnﬂas

r
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