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“ear Paul,

Glad you flound what I said about the Ricky White concoction useful.

It really is low-grade fiction.

Made into more than it is by those so anxious to accomplish sométlﬁng fhey
have lost all balance and rea on and had not done any reald checking.

Who, I guess, will never outgrow it or find a cure.

I've only a few moments before Lil hands me sdéme detyping that mmst be txim taken
case of immediately so I want to thank you for the copies of the stories you sent.
If and vhen you get any more 1'd appreciate copies. This i1l be a vaeluable file for
students,; and these days I think more and more that way, the future.

Hy but tempus does fugitl I'n not realized how long it was since your second was
born and since we'd seen the first!

Joe .est is a real problem but not "the!Z problem. Bud and his are their own
very real preoblems in this bu siness.

They are cheerleaders, as Kevin says (glad you two were in *ouch on this) but
they are also more. Hithout them this awful business could not have happened.

I'd borrowed and I'Ve returned the “ernau novel. I recall that one bit that White
et al used was on 525 of the paperback but much more was in a paragraph sonewhat earlier
in the book. There is no other possible source for the impossible account of Roscoe
picking Oswald up at the TSBD, then picking Tippit up and then killing Tippit.

Can you understand how, after hearing that, Bud et al didn't drop it dead?

I'm sure they'll give you a copy of the press ldt but I've heard they have
asked $20 for it. Ther 'is nothing of real value in it because there is nothing Jo
the story at all., I don t know if I have the whéle thing or not. There are pictures
in it not clear in the xeroxes I got. From someone who got the kit.

wope all goes well with all of you.
Thanks and best,
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1525 Acton St.
Berkeley, CA 94702
(415) 525-1980
September 8, 1990

Harold Weisberg

7627 0ld Receiver Rd.

Frederick, MD 21701

Dear Harold,

Thanks for your good letter of August 30 on the Rickety White story.

It's a pleasure to hear from you again, especially on a topic on which we
basically agree.

Unfortunately, I missed your appearance on "Inside Edition." In fact,
I've missed all the TV and radic appearances of the Whites and their
supporters, which is okay by me.

Here are copies of all the sources listed in my earlier comments, except
for the first Golz story and the Star piece, plus two recent arrivals: Warren
Hinckle's original column, and a version of a DMN story by David Real.
Apparently Joe West is a real problem for Bud's and some of the other
"'cheerleaders" (as Kevin calls them).

I was not aware of the similarity of White's story about the death of
Tippit to the Bernau novel. (I have the novel, but haven't read it.) If you
can provide cites, I'll check it out. It could be helpful in distinguishing a
recent fictional effort from one by Roscoe White himself.

I haven't seen the Dallas AIC press kit. Unless you think I should have
it, I'1l not ask for it unless a need turns up.

We are all fine, but busy. Joanna starts first grade on Monday, and Beth
is already in the eighth! I'm putting more hours into my programming job,
which is mostly fine, but I have to deal with someone who ,once in a while,
gets as irrational as the worst of the critics. Also, my work on the JFK case
is good training for disagreeing with a professor who has done some quite
silly analysis.

With best regards,
Vol

PLH

encl: 25 pp.
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“ W FKIS ALIVE! 73-year-
.+'M " -old John Kennedy ad-
_vised LBJ, Nixon, Ford,
-*:/ Carter, Reagan & Bush;
“.,l JFK's Funeral History’s
Most Elaborate Hoax!”

“« & Thusthe front page
headlines in the latest Weekly
‘World News, supermarket tab-
loid worthy of its name. The-
scoop was based on the unsolicit-
ed letter of a Polish neurosur-
geon who said she treated the
wounded Eﬁﬁ%ﬁ ataconva-
lescént center in Poland after the
messy-events of Nov. 22,1963, A

“wax likeness” of Kennedy was
buried at Arlington National
Cemetery, the tabloid said. John
Wanwo&. Jr. saluted a candle.

*'Some crimes never die. Last
week in Boston, someone spray-
painted the g_s_.m “murderer”
across a statue of JFK at the

Massachusetts State House on
the eve of the anniversary of
Marilyn Monroe’s mysterious
death, a cryptic reference to the
nasty rumors of how the sexual
congress of the brothers Kenne-
dy with the film star somehow
_&le.m her untimely demise. Last
‘week in Dallas, Ricky Don

White, an unemployed oil equip- ||

menit salesman, called a crowded

press < conference to implicate his ||

late father, Roscoe White, a for-
Em‘mmu.m:mm cop, in the 1963 as-

= . [SeeHINCKLE, B-8)
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New coincidences
in Kennedy murder

. sassination of the OmE.m_on presi-

dent.
The Dallas press conference

| was treated with a far greater de-

gree of seriousness than the Bos-
ton trashing. Texas Attorney
General Jim Mattox said he was

" interested in pursuing White’s
. evidence about his father's skull-
duggery. Two Kennedy assassi-

~ which co-sponsored White's

nation research organizations

press conference said they
thought they finally had a- solid
lead toward S_E.m the 27-year-

. old mystery — opinionpolls
- have consistently found thata

majority of Americans do not be-

lieve the Warren Commission’s

: _25 %EESQR.E@ Ken-

WARREN |2 »Qm ao

_ EZE_T -

“count of his policeman- -father

: n-mmw assassination.

. ::E_:_nwg.ﬁummnuwo« i

‘said Bud m,muwem?__&? executive
director of the Assassination Ar- -
‘chives and Research Center in

Washington. “This is riot a solu-

__ tion to the Kennedy case. Even
 if what White said checks out,
" the case is not solved. We still

don’t know who EEE& itor.

. paid forit.”

‘Bay Area experts in .&m Ken-
nedy assassination were not as
sanguine about the latest Dallas
revelations. “T'd like to fileitin
that Eﬁ.. of my mental filing

- cabinet where I put these nr.bwm‘b
" but onalower drawer,” said 3

wo_.wa—ou. wuo—..mmmo-. Huoem_. Uw_o
H».E.ocan—vdm E.Eno s ac-

being part of a three-man team
firing at Kennedy as his motor-

cade passed Dallas’ Dealey Plaza.

. would be a dramatic bingo for
San Francisco private detective
Josiah Thompson, whose book, -
“Six Seconds in Dallas,” proved
with technical brilliance that the
lone assassin theory violated the

" || laws of ballistics, anatomy and

_ow:"

White's story is that after Em
father died in 1972, he and his
Bonrm_. found in the family attic
! a diary it which Roscoe White
%E__& his role as a sharpshoot-
2. firing at Kennedy. The diary
&u%wgi in 1988 after the

FBI visited his house and ques-
tioned him about it, White said.
White said his father was ap-
parently working for an Ameri-

can intelligence agency, either
 the Office of Naval Intelligence

orthe CIA. Along with the diary,

he found coded teletypes direct-- ..
ing his father to take part inthe

Kennedy hit and a “witness
elimination list.” This should .

_....m:ogﬂouaﬁangﬁoﬁra
g “‘mysterious deaths” thieory of ©
" the Kennedy assassination, in
.. which witnesses to the assassi-
. " nation Bmf..—onnﬁmuw_.—..ana.mu
..nrn.“ of the late president.. -

White said his father, ﬁ_ue
E&:Ee&ogogmum;

+*__ fired from behind afénceatop
; ._.‘__Eomnbocauwnﬁ%wﬂomaﬂﬁa
"~ 'Street above Dealey Plaza. His:
. two confederates, codé-named
- Sol and Lebanon, fired from the
“Texas School Book Depository

and the adjacent Records Build-
ing, according to White’s ac-
count. Each’of the shooters was
accompanied by an assistant
who disposed of the weapons af-
ter the shooting, hiesaid: ©
White’s story supports the
theory of ex-FBI man William
Turner of San Rafael, who has
written extensively.about Os-
wald’s role as a fake leftistand
the paper trail he created to mis-
Jead assassination investigators.
White said Oswald wag involved
in the plot but never fired a shot.

. Oswald was instructed to build a _

sniper’s nest on the sixth-floor of

" the School Book Depository —.
* where the Warren ﬁcEEmSob
‘gsaid all three fatal shots came

from — but didn’t make the final

. cutin zs mroonbmg §8

mEm.

The Bcaa Szﬁﬂnﬁn mﬁ
dence of White’s story is the
number of coincidences that
seem to fit all the credible schol-
arship about the Kennedy assas-
sination. Almost too much, coin-
cidence-wise, is his assertion
that his mother, Ginger, wasa

. waitress at Jack Ruby’s Carousel
" -Clubin Dallasin 1963 and saw

Ruby and Oswald there before
the assassination. (In Texas ev-
erybody’s mother gets in the act:
Attorney n.o.bmn& Mattox volun-

. teered that his'mother, who was

wﬂEqﬁmnwuvouc_ﬁDm:mm

. hangout, Campiai’s Egyptian

Restaurant, told him that she

-+ saw Oswald and Ruby dining

there.)
At week’s end White was re-

" ported in Hollywood discussing

with director Oliver Stone mak-
ing a movie-movie out of his fa-
ther'’s story.

“One of my theories about the
assassination is that it’s continu-
ally being contaminated by false
stories,” said Peter Dale Scott.

“Whoever is scripting these
stories has a penchant for the
curious coincidence.”
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quired a change of philosophy.”

~ Man who says his father killed Kennedy opposed

By DAVID REAL
Dallas Mopning News

DALLAS — Roscoe Anthony
“Rock” White was an easygoing,
mild-mannered Dallas police officer
who liked to play dominoes on his
lunch break.

Or he was a coldblooded CIA as-
sassin who killed his president and a
fellow officer on Nov. 22, 1963.

Several weeks ago, White's son,
Ricky Don White of Midland, said his
father was both, :

But few of those who knew White
appear to agree.

His contemporaries find it almost
impossible to believe that the man
who worked an extra job unloading
freight to make ends meet for his
family would be capable of killing
both President John F. Kennedy and
Dallas police Patrolman J.D. Tippit.

And some members of the panel

- that stood behind Ricky White earli-
er this month during a news confer-
ence now offer competing theories
that contradict or conflict with his
account. :

Investigators and volunteers are
hard at work trying to verify White’s
account. Although the theory was
received with skepticism in some
quarters, Texas Attorney General
Jim Mattox and representatives of
the Dallas County district attorney’s
office each met with some of the
theory’s proponents recently.

All that is known with certainty is
that Roscoe White was.born in Paris,
Texas, on Nov. 18, 1935. He joined
the Marine Corps on Feb. 19, 1957,
and was honorably discharged as a
sergeant on Dec. 4, 1962.

OnOct. 7, 1963, he started working
for the Dallas Police Department as
a clerk in the identification division.
Six weeks later, Kennedy was assas-
sinated.
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and a child is suffering, and there are

RICKY WHITE
Story disputed

A few weeks later, in December
1983, Roscoe White began classes at
the Dallas Police Academy and
graduated on Feb. 28, 1964, with
police badge No. 1884.

Less than two years later, he left
the police force on Oct. 18, 1965, to
work at a drugstore. On Sept. 24,
1971, White was working as a welder
and shop foreman at M&M Equip-
ment Co. when he died in a fire.

‘The story might have ended there,
Ricky White said, if he had not found
his father's diary, in which the man
supposedly admitted to the killings.

But Ricky White said the diary,
known only to him and his mother,
disappeared from his home after an
FBI agent visited in 1988.

White is now trying to reconstruct
the diary passages from memory,
said Robert Groden, the author of a

IST 4 Ford Courent

ROSCOE WHITE '
1963 file photo

Kennedy assassination book. Seven
other people have come forward
since the news conference, saying
they saw and read parts of the diary
without the knowledge of Ricky
White or his mother, Groden said.

But experts disagree about the au-
thenticity of the only physical evi-
dence: three vaguely worded cables
that Ricky White said ordered his
father to kill the president.

And his mother is too sick to talk
to reporters.

No evidence can be found that
unquestionably substantiates
White's assassination account, but
some has been found that challenge
its details.

Joe H. West, who sat with White at
the news conference this month, said
panel members argued beforehand
whether to tell the news media “the
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whole truth” about the assassina-
tion.

In any case, the story presented
that day differs from one presented
a few months earlier by West, a
Houston private investigator, and J.
Gary Shaw, vice president of the
JFK Assassination Information Cen-
ter in Dallas. The two held a news
conference in May at which they
blamed the Mafia for the assassina-
tion.

West said then that Kennedy was
killed by Charles Nicoletti, a hit man
for the Sam Giancana crime family
of Chicago, and was backed up by
another Mafia hit man, John Roselli.
West said last week that both men
joined Roscoe White on the grassy
knoll near Dealey Plaza on Nov. 22,
1963, as part of a joint operation
between the CIA and the Mafia.

West said White and Nicoletti
fired one shot each, while Ricky
White said his father fired both
shots.

“Ricky is confused, I think. at the
point where he’s thinking his father
fired both of those shots,” West said.

In all, nine armed operatives were
in the area around Dealey Plaza that
day, West said.

West said he and two other panel
members threatened to walk out of
the news conference because the oth-
er members wanted to tell only the
“Ricky White story” without por-
traying Roscoe White as a coldblood-
ed assassin who killed dozens of vic-
tims. L.

“They’ll make this just a sugar-
coated, beautiful little story about
how a good former Marine fired a
shot — when he was ordered — at
the president,” West said. “That's
not the truth.”

West added: “The whole truth
might not be good for the sale of a
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book that Ricky wants to write.”
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[TFK theory
off deep end «

The press con-

e man
"~ stepped up to the
microphone and

= : B sasid: “Youll no- .
STEVE tice we're all wear-
" BLOW ing the same uni-

: .. only one wearing white shoes.” :
"7 .. - Andthen thingsstarted to get strange.
T ! +  We were crowded into a corner of the
2

. "} JFK Assassination Information Center.
Life-size photos of Jack Ruby and Lee Har-

the head table.
The gray-haired man at the micro-
. phone, Bud Fensterwald, introduced those

El

- at the table. As best as [ could tell, none [

-, wore a uniform. Several did wear blue

. 7 5 form. The only |- .7 { -
it ‘|- reason I get to go first is because I am the |+

West End MarketPlace, just outside the .|,

vey Oswald loomed over those seated at | -

-

| shoes. « - i
" This press conference had been called
so that a 29-year-old Midland man could °
announce to the world that his father
killed John F. Kennedy. - :

i o

*" " Various conspiracy theorists associated
with the Assassination Information Cen-
ter took turns at the microphone, explain-

views of Kennedy's death.

- on: the grassy knoll — the second gunman

= |* Orleans ~ cover-ups :
" 'L tdry operatives, ¢ 5

overt paramili- .

“Daddy did It "™

%+, Finally, Ricky stood up. After all those

"| .. complex theories, it was somehow refresh-

-+ Ing to hear his simple story: Daddy did it.

7'~ And there was something in Ricky that -
~. made you want to belleve him. A good old
- boy in a gimme cap, surely he wouldn't
make up this tcmfoolery. A West Texas
family man in Wranglers and scruffy cow-
boy boots, surely he wouldn't be one of

ing how Ricky White's story fit with their

sport coats, however. I could not see their |

But first there was a word from our

**"For almost an hour they went on and [ "

"= the Mafia — the CIA —entry wounds — |
* exit wounds — Cuban immigrants — New | .*

So you started out listening to his story
for real. &

cer, see, but that was just a cover for his
real job as a trained killer for the CIA.
. Dad’s name was Roscoe White, but in
the CIA they called him “Mandarin.” And
oh, by the way, Dad killed his friend and
colleague J.D. Tippit, too, but he felt real
bad about it )
And Mom worked for Jack Ruby, see,
., and she overheard Mr. Ruby and her Dad
“* discuss the assassination plot in detail, so
. she had to undergo electroshock therapy

after his death but nobody else ever saw it
and now it's missing and the FBI probably
stole it but of course they will deny it.

But there is the other evidence — the
hidden canister found after Ricky cracked
the secret code that Dad left behind on a
| paperbag. . .. .. . .
Clues in the bag s
shavings inside the paper bag meant that
he should dig around the trees at the pic-

the tree bark meant nothing and he
should decode the writing on the outside

6f1.hebag. EUTRR et el e g e
And when he did, he found a canister

.. .| uphome in Paris, Texas, eo? oy om
= | : And in that canister were secret
: dispatches from top-secret US. intelli-
gence sources sending Dad to Dallas to kill
Kennedy but of course the CIA will deny
it. 1 F t <
. And...and...and.;.7 77 - v
" Do you know that feeling you get when
you are swimming and you stretch your
toes out, expecting to touch bottom, but jt's
not there? You keep swimming and stick-
| .ing your toes out, hoping to eventually
find solid footing, . v
-. 1 dog paddled all the way through that
press conference Monday. I kept hoping
, for something concrete to stand on,

(o SN

" ! of talk to rely on. e 5
t- I stood around after the press confer-
+ . lence, trying hard to think of some way to
| erify anything that had been said that

"+ ] And in the end, I could think of only
- ;' one thing. In the milling crowd, I found

“.1" had opened the press conference. :
J . And it was true. He was wearing white

with a little excitement that this might be

Daddy was a rookie Dallas police ofﬁ-‘

4 toerase that memory or risk being rubbed

: out by the CIA for knowing too much. *: -
j  -Andall of this was spelled out in detail .

- in a diary that Dad kept and Ricky found -

At first Ricky thought the tree bark
nic ground at Lake Whitney where the-
family used to go. But then he realized that -

hidden behind a warped board in the attic .
of his grandparents’ burned-out, boarded- _

+ - But it never came and the press confer- -
| ence was over and we just had two hours .

e

R
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...+ Mr. Fensterwald, the gray-haired man who
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those assassination nuts,




"DURINGTHE’GDs wﬁaenl'
“magazme,ldxscoveredamwaytognosenewa—
stand sales: put a Kennedy on the cover. The dead .
.=ones soldbetherthan thehve ones. %
Publlc interest in the ‘assassination of Président
'JohnF Kennedyanddisttustoftheofﬁc:alexpla- "

" nction ;;.ma.nsaﬂwls:gnofthenanonalwnom |

. ity. Since the Warren Commission presenpd its, 73 |
*~lone-assassii thesis in 1964, public opinion polls i

‘ha regsberedanunﬂaggmgdlsbehefmthatver-:
d:ct Mostpeoplethmk Kennedy was killedbya

", conspiracy. The sentiments expressed by ‘Michael ||
* ,E.Desmond of Parkmerced Towers were typical ol‘_ !

. the letters and telephoné calls following a report

"this space last Sunday regarding the latest Kenne-

. dycoﬂspuacynews.acla:mhythesonofaballas '

t pohoemanthath:sdadhadbeenoneofthreemen |

o ahootmg at Premdent Kennedy in Dealey ] ‘P]aza

;F asmfmmBayAreaKennedyassassmauonex-;«

.spertsonthe Dallas claim staked by Ricky Don :i::

w Whlte an unemployed salesman of oil eqmpment,
. on the murderdus marksmanship of his late cop fa-
* ther, Roscoe, ‘whose diary is said to wntampmof
= of conspiracy. Examiner readers had theirown .
Y theories of the assassination: One suggested it haafj
‘to ‘do with JFK's views on the silver standard.

“An oﬁ;en~heard refrmn about the assassmatldih 1;

,mthatthetruthwﬂlneverbeknownuntﬂtheﬁles ‘H

ogftheWmenComnnsmonareunsealedatadabe
" sufficiently far into the future as to qualify for sci-

_énce fiction, circa A.D. 2039. Robert Gardner Raf- o

~itel, a JFK assassination researcher in Berkeley, |

“put a match and powder to that shibboleth.

WWMT@.m percentofthe .||
;-mmmﬁﬁﬂbmmeadybeenmade ;

= iéntix 'h 3 from the files of the
arrenCommmmén‘t@ tgmfythequeshomng
_.p_fl!tgzj_arhwrarycondusmnsandtopromptcongres- ;
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DALLAS — A 29-yearold Mid-
land, Texas, man charged here yes-
terday that his father, a former Dal-
laa policeman, was a CIA hit man
who fired the shots that killed Pres-
ident Kennedy in 1963,

Ricky White, an unemployed oil
equipment salesman who has been
trying to peddle the story for at least
a year through | 3
Texas busi told a p
news conference here that his father,
Roscoe White — who died in a 1971
fire — joined the Dallas Police De-
partment shortly before the assassi-
nation just to handie the job.

Mr. White said yesterday that his
father, shooting from the infi
“grassy knoll” area ahead of the
presidential motorcade, fired two of
three shots that hit Kennedy on Nov.
22, 1963. He said his father also
killed Dallas policeman J.D. Tippitt
as he and Lee Harvey Oswald were
rushing to Red Bird Airport in Mr
Tippitt's car to leave town.

He claimed that Oswald fired no
shots at all and that Oswald and Of-
ficer Tippitt were “patsies.”

Ricky White also named two other
“shooters,” code-named “Saul" and
“Lebanon,” who he said had fired at
Kennedy. Roscoe White's code was
“Mandarin,” he said. Saul and Leba-
non were CIA operatives stationed in
the Texas School Book Depository
Building and the County Records
Building overlooking Dealey Plaza,
he said. i

He added that his mother, Geneva
White, overheard a plot to kill Ken-
nedy while working as a barmaid at
Jack Ruby's nightclub a few weeks
before the assassination. She told no-
body, he said, because Ruby threat-
ened to kill her if she did.

Ricky White said his mother “has

had four shock treatments and can-

. not be questioned.”

The Rev. Jack Shaw of suburban
Richardson also was at the news con-

.

AP
Ricky White with a photo of the presidential molorcade before claiming yesterday that his father kilied John Kennedy.

ference, held at the JFK Assassina-
tion Information Bureau, which sells
conspiracy materials about the trag-
edy, and said Mrs. White had told
him what she overheard.

“These allegations — that this was
done on CIA orders, that this guy
worked for us and that CIA had any
role in the assassination of President

‘Kennedy — are ludicrous,” CIA

spokesman Mark Mansfield said in
Washington.

Roscoe White never worked for
the CIA, Mr. Mansfield said. “Nor-
mally, we never confirm nor deny
employment, but these allegations
are so outrageous that we felt it nec-

The FBI said in a brief statement
that it had received the same infor-
mation in 1988 but “determined that
this information is not credible”

The Warren Commission con-
cluded that Oswald, acting alone,
fired the shots that killed Kennedy
and wounded John Connally, then
Texas governor. Despite the find-
ings, conspiracy theories have
abounded since the assassination.

Ricky White showed reporters
documents that he said would but-
tress his claims. Among thase jtems
wereembarcation slips showing that

both Roscoe White and Oswald had
lefton the same ship for Marine duty

. in Japan on Aug. 22, 1957. He sub-

mitted three faded messages he
claimed were sent by US. intelli-
gence officials ordering the killing
of Kennedy.

But Bobby Ray Inman, former
CIA deputy director, said after ex-
amining the "messages” that they
are not legitimate. “My reaction is
that it's a forgery of some kind, or
invalid,” he told the Austin
American-Statesman last week.

Ricky White said he discovered
his father’s role in the killing 12

-years ago and had difficulty accept-

AP
The late Roscoe While in a 1963
photo. His son says he was a CIA
agent when he shot President
Kennedy.

ing it — particularly, he explained,
because Officer Tippitt gM_u his fa-
ther were close friends.

_ Earlier this year, Ricky White and
his agent, Chuck Neighbors of San
Antonio, met with The Washington
Times for several hours at the behest
of a New York publishing house,
which had been contacted by Mr.
Neighbors.

The New York editor urged a
writer for The Times to “examine
the validity of what Mr White
claims” and determine if he wanted
I write a book with Ricky White
about the charges.

This Times reporter — who has
written ubout the Kennedy assassi-
nation since the day he wimessed it
— investigated several of the White
claims and then told the New York

TERRN ¢ LEARY T

editor that he was not interested —
that he did not believe the story.

Texan claims his father fired shots that killed JFK

Since the discussions with The
Times, Ricky White has come up
with further documentation and al-
legations, including:

o That he had read his father's
diary and undersicod what it meant,
but that an FBI agent had taken it
and he has not seen it since. Pre-
viously, the only reference to the FBI
having any materials of his was
when he said an agent had read some
notes and he could not find them
later. Nothing was ever mentioned
about a diary, nothing remotely
touching on admissions about killing
Officer Tippitt, or Oswald not even
firing a shot.

@ That Mrs. White heard a plot
with Ruby saying, “1 will take care
of ©swald," and her husband reply-
ing,"1 will take care of the president
and I will take care of Tippitt”

@ That he had additional informa-
tion linking his father to the CIA.
The Times reporter was told by
Ricky White the only thing that
caused his belief his father was a
CIA agent was a friend living like a
“barricaded hermit” in a Wesl Texas
town, who is no longer mentioned.

There appear to be many holes in
the latest scenario, including:

e Officer Tippitt was known to
have been farther away from the city
and was pulled in closer by his dis-
patcher as police searched for the
assassin. He could not have been
downtown, hurrying Oswald and
Roscoe White out to an airport.

@ When Ricky White said his fa-
ther fired two telling shots, includ-
ing one to Kennedy's throat, he was
parroting several conspiracy theo-
rists, but most forensic experts say
there was no shot from the front.

Woody Specht, an FBI spokesman
in Dallas who has dealt with the Ken-
nedy case for nearly a decade, said
simply: "You really need to evaluate
the source on these typesof things”" .

o This article is based in part on
wire service reports.
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By George Haj
USA TODAY

CIA officials Monday reject-
ed as “ludicrous” a Dallas
man's claims that his father
was one of three CIA opera-
tives who assassinated Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy.

During an earlier news con-
ference, 29-year-old Ricky
White said his late father, Ros-
coe White, joined the Dallas
Police Department so he could
carry out the assassination.

White said Lee Harvey Os-
wald and police officer J.D.
Tippit, who Oswald killed after
the 1963 assassination, were
“patsies.” Oswald was a part of
the conspiracy, while Tippit
was uninvolved, White said.

He said much of his informa-
tion came from his father’s dia-
ry, but he could not produce
the book. He suggested FBI
agents had taken it.

EE—

The FBI said that, in 1988, it
received the same information
as White divulged Monday but
“determined that this informa-
tion is not credible.”

The CIA denied the claims.

“These allegations — that
this was done on CIA orders,
that this guy worked for us and
that the CIA had any role in the
assassination of President Ken-
nedy — are ludicrous,” spokes-
man Mark Mansfield said.

Official investigations of the

assassination concluded Lee

Harvey Oswald acted alone.

White's news conference
was at the JFK Assassination
Center in Dallas, a group that
has pursued the idea of a con-
spiracy and cover-up.

“We hope the (Texas) attor-
ney general will reopen the
case,” said center director
Larry Howard. “The federal
government has done two in-
vestigations, but they haven't

NEWS CONFERENCE: Ricky
JFK's motorcade taken minutes

done it right yet."

Dozens of reporters cov
the news conference, and How-
ard said later he “had 300 to

USA TODAY - TUESDAY, AUGUST 7, 1990 - 3A

T R BT
By Eric Gay, AP

White stands next to a photo of
before the president was shot.

400 calls today. We've been on
several news shows and Inside
Edition is filming, too. The re-
sporse has been incredible.”

- . E B A

plot claim ‘ludicrous’-

White's theory has credence

" in the eyes of one man who in-

vestigated the assassination.
Former New Orleans prose-
cutor Jim Garrison still says

. the CIA was behind Kennedy's

death. He tried New Orleans
businessman Clay Shaw in
1969, but a jury rejected Garri-
son's claim that Shaw was part
of a CIA plot. -

“There is the possibility that
this is valid because there are
s0 many points where this kind
of statemnent ... usually veers
off into unbelievability,” Garri-

“|* son said. “This statement con-

tinued to ring true.” - -w.r

But Woody Specht, an FBI
agent who spent nine years as-
signed to the assassination
case, sald: “There’s been SO

* many claims like this in the last

27 years. You have to use good
judgment here, especially
from somebody who was,
what, 2 years old at the time?”

s
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- CIA denies Texan’s version of JFK killing

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DALLAS -- An unemployed
-, Texan's claim Lhat his father
helped kill Juhn F. Kennedy for
the CIA was met by strong denials
from the agency on Monday.

Ricky Don While contends his
- father joined the Dallas police de-
partment in September 1963 to
carry oul the assassination. He
said his father, Roscoe White, was
4 oneof three CIA vperatives who
fired the shols.

The CIA issued an unusually
strong rebuttal to White's claims.

“These allegations — that this
was done on CIA orders, that this
guy worked for us and that CIA
had any role in the assassination
of President Kennedy — are ludi-

T L L e

A1

Fefe gt

RIRR

L

erous,’" C1A spokesman Mark
Mansfield said in Washington.
Roscoe White never worked for

the CIA, Mansfield said.
“Normally, we never confirm nor
deny employment, but these alle-
wm:ozm are so oulrageous that we
elt it necessary and appropriate
torespond," he said.

The FBI said in a brief state-
ment that it had received the
same information in 1988 but
“‘determined that this information
is not credible,”

The Warren Commission con-
cluded that Lee Harvey Oswald,
acling alone, fired the shots that
killed Kennedy and wounded John
Connally, then the Texas gover-
nor, on Nov. 22, 1963, in Dallas.

. Despite the commission's find-

|

ings, conspiracy theories have
abounded since the assassination,

Ricky White said at a news con-
ference that his father also killed
Dallas police officer J.D. Tippit
about an hour after the assassina-
tion. Tippit's killing has been
blamed on Oswald.

White said his father served in
the Marines with Oswald, who he
said also was part of the conspira-
cy bul fired no shots. :

Roscoe While died in 1971 from
burns suffered in a fire.

Ricky White, 29, is a former oil
equipment salesman from Mid-
land. He made his claima during a
news conference at the JFK As- .
sassination Information Center, a
privately run group that re-
searches various assassination®

1

theories. White acknowledged he
has tried to sell a book or movie on
his theory.

White said he drew his conclu-
sions from what he read in his fa-
ther's diary and from his parents’
discussion with a minister.

White said he got the diary after
his father’s death and never :
showed it to anyone. He said the .
diary disappeared after he talked
tothe FBI about his theory in 1988.

White said his father referred to
himself in the diary by a CIA code
name of ‘‘Mandarin” and to two
other CIA operatives—

“Lebanon’ and “Saul.” Thediary *

indicated his father wason a
grassy knoll in front of the presi-
dential caravan and fired two

. . shots that struck Kennedy, White
“said, ; R

s B s .
—_—

Roscoe White
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-Statesman

Wednesday, August 8, 1990

Mattox urged to open JFK

By Earl Golz
American-Statesman Staff

Attorney General Jim Mattox
met for several hours Tuesday
with private researchers who are
urging him to open an investiga-
tion into the assassination of Pres-
ident John F. Kennedy.

The researchers showed Mattox
some of the evidence they say
points toward three gunmen, in-
cluding Dallas police officer Ros-
coe Anthony White, as those who
fired the shots that killed Kennedy
in Dallas’ Dealey Plaza in 1963.
Two previous federal investiga-
tions have concluded that Lee
Harvey Oswald fired the shots that
killed Kennedy and wounded Tex-
as Gov. John Connally.

Meeting with Mattox in his Aus-
tin office were Bernard Fenster-
wald, executive director of the
Aseassination' Archives and Re-
search Center of Washington, and
J. Gary Shaw, co-director of the
JFK Assassination Information
Center of Dallas.

“They have a number of things
that are very interesting,” said
Mattox, who has five months left
in office. “They are going to pro-
vide us with additional informa-
tion. We are going to have a
conference among ourselves and
see if we feel like we can move
forward.”

Fensterwald and Shaw are skep-
tical of the findings of the Warren
Commission in 1964 and the
House Select Committee on Assas-

sinations in 1979. The Warren
Commission found that Oswald, .
acting alone, fired all the shots.
The select committee concluded
that Oswald fired the fatal shots
from the sixth floor of the Texas
School Book Depository, but that
a second person also fired a shot
that missed from behind a fence
atop the grassy knoll to the front
and right of the presidential
limousine.

Mattox said he also wants to
talk to Ricky White, 29, of Mid-
land who has stated he believes his
father, Roscoe White, fired two

assassination inquiry

shots that struck the president in

tigation of this when he was in of.

the throat and head. White said he He cooperated with

read in his father's diary, which federal investigation.” the
hasmmed:sgpared,thathe Ricky White also has deter.
ﬁredfrombehméthefemewhﬂe mined that his father boarded the
two other members of an assassin- same boat with Oswald for Japan
ation team shot from the Book De- as both began their overseas duty
pository and Becords _buildjngs to as Marines in 1957, and that his
the rear of the lim, 3 mother worked as a hostess in Jack

Mattox said he hasn't decided

yet what to do, but that his office
has jurisdiction.

“The attorney general can in-
vestigate anything,” he said.
“Waggoner Carr (attorney general

in 1963) conducted a major inves-

Ruby’s Carousel Club in Dallas
two months before the assassina-
tion. Ruby fatally shot Oswald two

days after the assassination while
Oswald was in police custody in
Itiw:nbasement of the Dallas City



