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Yo both enjoyed your 7/3 wnd the report on the very wortlmhile way in which you
stay oo busy,

LT e

Tron your description of the whooper paxt ol your lot I think you would be wise
ot lenst before purchasing one of the sadzets I wrote about to rent and try one, I%
appears that the ughost cutting you'd have is the blackberries unless the poSien
ozk gets large. You rdght find that the strangth of the nylon cord that whins aromd
W1l be increased so that it won't brask too offen and that one Limited to the nylon
would be edequate. They coct overy so much lesse

From what I've hoard this yoar's eleotric models roplenish the Iine vhen 3t hroshs
of i’ with o Ioed $ap on 13 earthe fal of rou wave only sbovt 100 feet or less to Py
WMotk a stoer ey, a8 you get oider you nwy find value in tho szeurity of having tho
electriz cord o hold oie,

I don't lmow how tourh and $all vour grass gets but it would sec that being edle
to get it down hefore tho drw/fire season would be o sreat assot,
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I am eging Taster than you and heve become more aware of these pa:-obJ;a::'.s, even
Dive. Yeopite the ey éev I'vs Just oome io froa an onrly norrding hourisf »runing
dead pine tranches ond puiling horeyouckds i 3idn $ smoke .and don' | whea Iin at thet,

I'n also acquiving inexveusive mesns of coping with the care the piace reouires,
uhat others mizht consider indulsonce or waste, I hst a riding mower and a very pood
2nd movers & yeer sgo Lo pot a light 2-cycle 18" mover for very rought Sround snd
had lgorger whesls mut on it to ont bighere and safer, 1've been giving the eood hend
mower tco rowh & time moving closer affer I can see better and 4t is heavier than
& 2=crcle joby mo this week I ot enother 2-0ycle one and will set the wheels for
cubiing lover, affer the rowder mowing, on the rousher grounde While I mishi have
thought of this to save tho abuse of the better and heavier hend mower my roal yeason
vas to momg have less weicht end 40 save myself rather than the botter mover.

Toutls come G0 4his so be nlurd to 4he posoibilifics of your mere difficult dere

While I an vaeasy about herbiciden this veary if I can get 1o it, I really have
1ittle choicee You might think of them for the blackberries and the poison, widich _
should not reauire any great quantity of herbicide and present relatively 1ittle hepamd
To your enimals, if anye My problem has been 1've been staying too budy 4o get to it
and then when I ecan got out I not cenly neod the ezercise but there is mowing that is
past its time. 4o later today, after a wooiz of 4aking asnd proparirg for depositions
rreceaded by raine

We've begun devositicns irn the ¥Ing FOIA cosee Jim expected the fired to take
an houre I told binm immedintely not to have the second arent mvsent bud to ervanse o
have hin on stondby. Well, after twe Tairly full days we are rot finished with the fivst
and very uncomforiable toush guy and we are winding up with {he kind ef Lranscrdpt over
which Dave will spend quite a bit of %ime., It is quite aporoprisie to all eluo in the
cases, criminal and FOTA,

1% sure is fine that you can do what you do Tor Hosulee because they need the
hielp and I'm cwe you are gratified to be able 4o provide its Therc has boen no
neus about Whe stertliy of oue herc other then 181 has sant,

Qur bOSt.




3 July 1979

Dear Harold and Lil:

A tardy note to thankyou for your good letter
of June 9. Iive been so busy that I've only now found time to
reply. Fuch of the time has been spent getting caught up with a
lot #f tree trimming, brush cutting and weeding.

A1l the poop on the whip mowers is most welcome.
T haven't graduated to that stage yet but probably shall sooner or
later. When I do your advice will be most useful, and I plan to
try one out on a rental basis some time if the right type is
available.

Since you've seen this place only at night, I
should explain that the lobt is ?5'w%de on the average and runs
down from the road at an average 30 angle for 150 feet. The
house sits about midway on a shelf. Above it, between the house and
road, the hillside is well under control. When we first moved
here in 1958 we spent two years clearing out thick patches of
blackberry vines and pbison osk, painting the stumps with 24D and
2457, and they've about given up and in any case are covered now
with a thhek growth of ivy which is so well established that
when a blackberry sprout rears its head it's easily spotted and
disposed of, Among the ivy there are several bay trees, some pines,
and big, well-pruned shrubs such as cotoneaster and one firebush
‘(pyrocanthus). The cotoneaster is a relative of the apple family
with a velvety leaf and a bright red berry which ferments in the
winter before falling and provides an annual display of drunken
robins and other birds which eat too many fermenting berries and
get quite drunk. They fly off wobbling and often meske ridiculous
mistakes in judgment when landing. Anyway, the area above the house
ig well in hand. All I do is a light weeding twice a year, trim back
ivy from the walkway edges, keep the trees pruned and the shrubs
trimmed back, and it looks good.

Below the house it's another matter. Hore trees,
with tall grass and considerable blackberries and poison oak still
thriving here and there., I keep some of the trees trimmed in
order to prevent their blocking the view, but never yet have tried
to keep the grass down (it's a fire hazard in the Ary season) and
barely keep the blackberries and poison oak from taking over everything.
It's here that the whip mower might help.

Glad you liked the trivet. I think I told you
that I got the idea form them when the Hospice murses asked me to
frame some cork bulletin boards for them. This was with redwood, and
I made the first few trivets with redwood bindings.. Then a cancer
widow whom I know asked me to frame a painting canvas for her and
provided some superb Philippine mahogany for the job, some that her
late husband had used in trimming the inside of their house. While T
was about it I made her a couple of trivets from the leftover mahopany,
and she was so pleased that she gave me her husband's entire stock
of mahogany. Since then I've used the winter months to build up
a supply of trivets, ripping the mashogany timbers on the table saw
and fitting the binding to various thicknesses of cork "tileg" that
local importers bring in from Spain. I've probably given away a
couple of dozen, all over the country. )
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In the meantime, Hospice has been taking up more and more of
my time, In recent weeks I've been up there nearly every working day,
particularly since they started a training course for home care
volunteers. Then the other day the information director, with whom
I mostly .work, brought up the id&a with the high price of gasoline
they really should be compensating me in some way. Iy reaction was
that they ought to know zI'd do the same work gladly, without
compensation, but that as a practical matter it would be very
nice indeed 1if they could figure out some way td cover my travel
expenses. The result was an agreement to retain my part-time
services as a temporary employe on an hourly basis, whichm would
enable them to avoid such hassels as social security and witholding
deductions, insurance coverage, etc., and still pay me enough to
cover mileage oosts with perhaps a bit besides,

The best part of it is that I now can devote myself to
something that really interests me as unique and necessary and not
have to worry about how much it's costing me. An extra dividend is
that I'm assigned to the said information director, Joamme Hively,
who is one of the most competent PIOs I've ever run into. She's
been with Hospice of HMarin from the beginning (she worked a year
as a volunteer), knows the health cere field inside out from long
family connections (her father was a hospital administrator and her
ex-husband still runs the emergency ward at Kaiser Hospital in San
Francisco) and at one time edited a monthly magazine in SF., Of all
the people at HOM she's the one who coulmdn't be replaced, and

consequently is overworked and needs help. And of 211 the volunteers
I'm the one who can help her in certain ways where others lack the
experience. In the three working days I've been undr her lash we'lve
cleared away several accumulated jobs she had stacked up on her desk,
and today she handed me one that had been =& especially bugging her, a
draft for a rewrite of an outdated history of HOM which she did a
couple of years ago.

This arrangement suits me very well, if only because I can
maintain my status as a freelance (for income tax purposes) by
reporting my modest earnings as fees for temporary assizstant and
consultant in public relations. Which is quite true, although I
do all sorts of th&ings as needed and where I can.

Example: No sooner had Joamne and the executive director,

a nurse named Mary Taverna and a very savvy gal indeed, hired me than
Bill Lamers, the medimcal director who helped found HOM three years

ago, shanghaied me to do a job for him ~- editing a draft of a
symposiam on bereavement therapy which he and several other shrinks
had assembled in three separate and isolated subcommittees. I did it
in an hour, but Joamme and Hary were outraged. They told Bill this
was for the National Hospice gmmmx Association (on the board of which
Bill sits) and therefore could not be charged to HOM. I settled
the incipient dispunte by ruling that it was just another vdlunteer
job as far as I was concerned, and that it could be recorded as my
recognition mf and tribute to Bill's eminence in his field, and, of
course, his magnificent beard. Everyone laughed, but Bill hasnlt
dared to try it again. We run a tight ship, but it's fun and most
rewarding,

_. Your reaction to the David Lui story was just what I expected,
and I'm glad to took the ouble to write it out and send it to Dave.
Best to you both, - jaw




