Dear “in, 9/19/81

Your interesting 8/31 has just surfaced as I clean up after the press confercnce,
dmazing that only two carpenters could have handled a job like thgt in less than two
days. Their performance wmounds pretty inpressive. 5p does your's, all that time on
the kneexs! How envious I am! )

By the way, how are the ground attachments arranged in houses like your virtual
kite? Bolted to concrete picrs?

How did the preas conference go? Well, tfthsAPmanbadnoﬁtancedquietlyto
Lecar it would have been a total disaster, almoste The Hartford Courant did a good
story but I've not heard that it fed parent LATimes, and I doubt Tiues would have
wanted a story on its wire. The only other story of which T lmow was for the local
paper, %se right extreme ownership is subsidizing some Washington hasbeens who
could
pross conference by secing to it that I was never shle 4o spesk for more than a minute
or 80 at a tire without an intorruption. I'd gaid that to make all t.0ee many trousnads
of words in & 113-pege affidavit and its 682 exbibita I*ta prepared a atatement it
fould taln ahout 15 winutes to rend, aftor which I%d anewer questiona, But he had hig
own idens, aaled only obwious g 8y not one not included in my grepared statement
and then not in any logical oxder. wes al3o nudging the Courant man to get him to
do the same thing, In retrospect I irish I'd taken cave of him instead of being .
concernad about how the other reporters right $ako 14 4F T d4d. I didndt know any
of thems not one besidss tie Courent man, ;

Each time he interrupted 4 gaid sometning like that is in what I've gepered and
I'd appreciate being able to od in an orderly way, or sowething like that, and
it made no difference. In the end hia phidce is entirely from what I'd preparcd, for
which he'd asked, except for an altered quote, cleariy iutended to be ambarvassing
to mes An entirely new oxperience that I'1ll remember, ‘

Thore was some radio atteation, not major, nnd the Pellas Papsrs were thern, but
1 don't kaow what was usod, Sonething was bocause Harina"Osvald Porter onlled me and
as a result she is sendirg me a rivacy waiver s0 I can get Len's tox recordpe The
Dallas Momging “ews snifted Golz %o Stats afber he flipped over the pffidevit, And
WxPoat had T ofie the Cooke court mertinl, so it had ites own oxcuse for not
sending anyone or using Ab's, s nonomono with 4t now, IS3 oxpsctod Rick Smith of the
Tdmes and formnr AP ran Daveilartin, now with Newewsele, but nosthen shoved. Jin Mo
Manus of CBS aaked for the complete affidavit and fndicted ho'd come but he didn't,.
Vhenlphomdbeforeretmm:ghome‘hoaoeifhs"hada.nqustionalwsaidtheym’
sending hin out to keep {m-dner company but he did not provide their coverago.

Oneofthet!ﬂ.nng'voasbedoftlem.geis ttﬁthemfarpcrduryohargedagainst
an FBI agent to the USA, I'm toying with the ides of going there myself after
% would, and handing the proufs overe If nothing Qappeus in courte If I decide to do
this I'11 not be able to without transportation. *his t4me I had movre then T could use,
tmcomtmanm'dspentadayhereraadingthesttwfandmaldng}ﬂ.snotesanda
71yearoldwomanfriendofours.whoisanemberofthapmsselubandhadtogo'ho
Wxanyway.Uamebackwithherandmsqmtepleaaedtomthald.ndoffmed.ﬂ.varshe
beomaftarhahusbanddwelopedmanylmganngnlndaaea.hediadarwmonthsago.
She'd also gotten a very comfortable car for him, more cogfortable than the linceln
she'd 1nde They ciuld afford such cars. His was slways a Yaguar, But very good humans
of whom we wére/are fond.

Our weathe:, while still pleasant, took a sharp colder tun last night and the day was
lilcemamglﬂl.arfallday,abmpﬂyfmthe%s.Ifmecm.nmysweepmnotmxgin
f L]
gmggddgshegstha eg'g?rtedﬂwstom‘bodwbgtldontwantanyas!wstoﬂutter



Heard from Yave very flatteringly this week. First timo was after he got the
gﬁ‘idavit and extidbita. Not knowing that Gols was godng to be shifted outaide of
alles and wanting lim to have access, Dave's copy was sent via him, for hin to copy
for himself and forward. Gold did tell me, thoughk, that I hed glven &% all a new
perspective for hime

After Dave read half of the affidavit he phoned to say that I had redefined it
all for him, widch I ap;reciated much. His later call was to ask how to sencapsulate
it all for a broadcast he was to makes 1 vead hin the lead of my pfess relesae and
thet satisfied his need. I suppose that he made out well and that he Bsually doese

He says they are all well and happye i

I've neber met or written to “crins, so it is intercsting that she places this
much trust in me. I GoN'4 recall what got her to call me the first time and I'm not
sure whothor she phoned onec or twiee hofors yeoterday. Rogardlsss of what apuears
in the pepers, shc has ne doubd that she married Yee ¥ Oswalde He intevest now
is Linited to being cortain that there is a cornee in the coffine. She suspects ig
was spirited away by the goverwment.

I got ahead of wyself in the preceeding graf. She did phone me Fridsy and while
we taixed L4 vecame apiarent that she had aiready made efforts to get his tax records
and that she wants them only to see if they reflect income of which she did not know
and could be attributable to service as an informant.

She's no dore, 1s quite Indepondent and I igot the feeling she is somewhat
religeouss I tdnk that after divorse she and her husbuend centcnued to Live together
and I've heard sugzestions of e ma:gy a trois. Pich of courac is nokody!s bueiness,
Hers independence is reflect by har nod vemarrying Pomter vhen they sot Yoeether after
divorcae

Well, anout supper time. Glad you are able to do all you 4id and all the good
youn continue to do.

Qur beat,
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31 August 1981

Dear Harold:

Thanks for yours of the 14th and 27th. Glad to have
the rundown on Lifton, and will pass some of it along to Pete,

I went to lunch with Howard and his friend. They
both were very pleasant and cordial but I doubt if they visualize
using me in any way, not that I expected them to. One never
knows, of course, but they know where I am and that I'm willing
to help if they feel the need.

And I can report that the deck repair job is done,
much to my relief as it was holding up various other maintenanc@
projects I have accumulated. They did a beautiful Job, dismantling
a large laminated beam -~ a 6x12 sandwiched between two 3x128 --
and rebuilt it with new lumber which supports the joists under the
deck. I took up all the old decking, painted the new beam and
all the joists with wood preservative, and helpd nail down the
new decking. Where the two master carpenters really shone was in
figuring out how to shore up the joist structure in order to
rebugld the big supporting beam underneath everythéng. The deck
at that corner is about 15 feet off the ground, so there was
considerable scaffolding and shoring to be done. But they did the
whole job in a little over a day and a half. One couldn't ask
for better performance.

I've just about recovered from the three days of
working mostly on my knees during all the mail pulling, joist
painting and putting down the new redwood deck surface. As always,
the carpenters left a frightful mess of used scaffolding, bracing,
shoring timbers and other discards. After three days I've just
about got jt cleaned up.

Your findings on all the new material for your new
affidavit a*e quite fascinating, but I find that after all this
time I have @xRefm¥ky difficulty in seeing all the implications
that I should. Anyway, I hope your press conference hits the
mark and gets the attention it deserves. The Chronicle takes
the Times-Post service but I frankly doubt if it will use the
story if it reaches them. There's someone on their staff who
usually makes sure that sharp stories on the assassinations are
downplayed if used at all, but thney generally play up the fink
stuff. You know the pabttern.

I have a new patient, a fine man in his 70s who has
been fighting wancer for several years, including a brain tumor.
He's a former psychology professor (Texas U) who later took a
Housing Authority job in San Francisco up until he retired
several years ago. He can still use a walker, and uses me mostly
for éompanionship and to drive him various places., His wife ig
charming, and so I'm able to stay with him to give her a brief
respite now and then. Like most people with cancer in the family,
they have found their friends fall away, beingunable to deal with
the situation for which our culture does so little to prepare us.

Stunds like you've had a good, bearable August for which
I'm very glad. The month has been delighéful here too?u ’

All the best, S}__;

jow



