Dear Jim, 4/9/51

Great bay leaves in yyour letter of the Sth.! Many thonks, Didn't kmow you had a
b&y trea.

The newest turn in the Roagan {lackery is to make him put to be superman, with all
the talk about his spectacular recovery, er, that is , the one that had been hoped for
but he didn't really have.

Haybe his people are still dominated by their campaign fears of his 70 years,
80 they try to pretend his body is only 21, I think it 1s in bad taste and docan't do
hin of anyone else any zoode

There wes a 1ittle more =yory 1ittle - in the WxPost for 4/4, and it raises still
more questionse I'm to got a tape of the FBI's intexview of last “riday and maybe It1l
leamn more from it.

4 roporter friend who covered i and taped it mys the FVI Jast lied, brazenly.
ie may havehad in mind no more than its claim not to have a:y Yevastator info.

In ddition to the difficulties with the offical story on wbich we both agree I'nm
now having soue trouble accounting r all the known shooting with six shots, the limit
of the pistol.

There is the window across the street and two direct hits on the limousins. I saw
both the first day. (The dook wes open. One hit it, one the window.) This is three shotse
One more for Brady, one for the SSman and one for the cop asccount for all six without
Reagan, So thoy say he was his by n ricochot, That adpears not be to liekdy bocausa
the direct hit on the dood was when the door was open or more or less at a 90 dogree
angle fron hime

The 3l can do the necessary kindsaof identification work fairly repidiy. ‘hey
veported the spectros info in the JFK case the same day they woi the speciisens, Hows
ovar, they ere not aluays as fast as they cane ba. The work in the King case was not
dated until the day “ay was charged in Bfrmincham or for anout o wckse Ta% withous
any doubt at all it was done much earlier, probably the first day.

Tho story about ti.e FAI knowing nothing about the Devastators £s not eusily believed,
Tvzn les easlly belisved ia 4ts account of the sjownesa in ohteining sanples from
the Georght ‘wanufactuser. N¥it by medl or phone but by SA coin: there and putting wha'
he go% on = pierne. Thdy heve bosa telking sbous deys In getting ¥ e sanples.

I'd not heard of poople locking up and didn't notice that myscif. I did tey to
listen for the character of the sounds as I sawmnd hesrd reruns. All tje soven I
heard ~ and I originally though six only -were the mame Xinds of sounds and of the
same amplitude. They were all light sounds, like .22s. None sounded like a rifle.

They appeared also to be about equally spaced, i n %ixe, andprotiy ropdd firing.

If the FBI lmew nothing about the Ywvastators, it did heve all thosme specinens for
testing and it has said nothdng at all about its tosts or their results. Instoad it
is hiding behind the gag ordor the governpent asked for and g0t re the search warrant
whlle lustily leaking the most prejudicisl information that was seized under thatcrder,
This nay be the FBI's way, but why? Why now,in this case? Hard not %o believe to cover
itaelf and its shortcomings,

But are they meally shortcomings and no more? The lngering questions about the facta
of the crire do remain,

There is the separat: spectacle of the undiligent press, which ha 't acked any
q uwostions about these matiers and could have re:olved some on its own. The nunber of
shots from the videotapes, etc.

So 1ittle in the papers the last few days I've not clipred for Dave. Hothing of



any rcel value, unless oue attributes historical value to Reagen's getting a new supily
of Jjellybeans and some chocolates from the King of Horocco plus a goldfish from & little
boy vho hamed it after kim Reagan. “aturally he swins ardund 1a a former jellybosn bowl,

Hot much new here. festorday I did mors than any day since returning fron the
hospitale Hot reelly ruch but for me, now, quite a hit. Todsy I feel a little iired but
rain guarant-os 1'1) not do any outuide work. 1t siarted as I was about %o start.

Bimnk First I tried chéepidng woods brenchesw while using tho wheelchair. Worls. So
next I tried the tractor, with the trailer, to Bring cut firewood uphil and cetkk it
ready for stacking. I foind that by parkdng the traileor a short distance from the food

and thus having to walk some the foot did not swell srohibitively. 4nd althovgh I was
caroful nod o load the trailer heavily whe: I'd be pulling uphill (so the tractor would
not rare up and rare back) I did get a fakr amofint of year aftar next's wood up. X sold
somo poplars that needed harvesting, to get the man who would be takin: them out to use
- his backhoe to £ix the dam that feeds the pond) He can do 1t weelwndsonly and each of the
weckends since he cut the fipem: trees, it has rainods So he'snot conc for the loge and
I have to get the woofd up as hest I can,.

Whlle I 4id very little there is = real feeling of satinfaction from 1% because I
wasa able to do that muche . .

Actually, tho grass could use mowing in same places, that is the kind of crazy scason
welve had,

Crocuses and drawf iria have coin and goune, Jongquils and narcissi coudng on fines It
is gotting beautiful.

and I'm satisfied that I did % e right thing %o cull those peplars (tilip's, or
really members of the magrolia family, which are brash and were damm ed) because when
the logs, Iirewood and brush are gone, it wil. look ever so much betier. Of course it
will mean a problem, that more will grovw and require mowing, but sosehow that®ll et done.

Had to take 14l to the bank, so we decided %o 3o swne shop.ing for shoss, now taat
I regidve a much larger one on the left foote Wo went to ithe largest local shopping
center and eftor I'd seun what I can zet 14l Jeat off for souwe of lwr own shopping widle
I decided %o use the eente. mall, where chold dec me easily, Lor walking. I was able to
Ao avout twice aa uueh withsud atopping as in tie past, sioce hospitaligzations I guess
in part becouse 1t lo £lat, no hill likw in sy line. IBn pretty well adjusted to the
pein, so 1t realiy folf gocd to o able to d¢ et nuche I belicve that with warmer
weather pormdidtiing i3, I'll graducally be able Lo 30 LOZCe « o o

i*ve been telling kesar that thore are time vhen a man must anger and that when
on extremely rare occasions ho has lost his teomper he was very, very effective. He is
nitura.}ly exprepsive and becoues more so withwui inldbition or restraint. Well, although
I didn ¢ counsel that he Jddso his temper in ithe hing case calendar ¢all on the bth, he
did, end with more than ample justifica ior. Ho also raisoed hia yoice a bite (I'm very
sorry L wa.n't thers because of the potential of what he let locse that I would have undere
taken to use and no. must get back to doing in s different wag.) He was discensolate
whan he told me about it by rhone that ewendng. The Judge was veecillating amein and was
remaining indecigive, He lost hinmself over am incredible breach of FOIA. So he told the
judge just to rule aseinst us on sverything asnd we'd go to the court of apiesls and we'd
be back with a memdrable remand and we'd get the sixe yaar oase closer to an end after
all that delay than it is now. She got up and walked oute ‘oxt day he had a call from her
clerl:, she'd like o soc him that afternoons I told hinm to be apdlogetic over raising
his voice but to stand firm on 211 else. I told him that nothing would happen because
nobody dared malke issues of any part of the case. Sho showed him the iast 4«5 pages of
the transcript and he said, "™ou got better service than we do.,” She suiled and said that
in 3 Judges have a little influence. After he rexd those s she told him he
mﬁ‘&:‘i-%vé. Igeaid she liked him too much to refer the matier tga gt;e rroper comaittea,

and then ) i :
an t?}lel?;y S?I%sg a% sttl?sd.m‘%x hezz‘; tw sone things of great interest to uge Ine



CEMEEL L

5 April 1981

Dear Harold:

' Thanks for your note of the 1st, and especially for
the carbon of your letter to Dave listing your initial impressions.
I was here at the house that day, and had just fixed a siéndwich for
lunch when I tuned in for the noon news and ran into Rather already
beginning to recap events to that point. (Noon here was 3pm EST).

I stayed with CBS long enough to get the gist of it in
mind, then began to switch. But like you I found NBC less informative
and although ABC seemed good I have trouble brirgng in the ABC
station here and usually went back to CBS before too long.

The case against Hinkkley appears much more clearcut
than any previously and should establish for all time the myth that
anyone who tries to assassinate a prominent political figure in
this country and who isn't also a lone nut and a failure with
women has got to be Un-American.

However slim they may be, there still are some questions
that haven't been answesed. During that first aftermoon I ran into
at least two references to people who, like you, thought they
counted seven shots. Frankly, I didn't try to count them myself;
there was so much other noise in the rerun tapes I heard that I
felt any count I could emerge with would be untrustworthy.

EHE XS AR XOREMH Also on that first day I ran into
a couple of references to people looking "up" because the noises
seemed to indicate an elevated source. Nothing since then on either
the seven shots or the possibiliy that some of them may have come
from a higher elevation, such as a window in the hotel.

Since that first day I've found one printed reference
to the fact that before leaving his hotel that day Hinckley made
two telephone calls and asked at the desk if there were any messages
for him. While both these may have concerned the girl, they also
oauld have concerned someone else.

Ballistic information thus far is woefully scarce.
Welre told only that while Hinckley used Devastator bullets
some did not explode on impact as they're supposed to. The one
that hit Reagan did not, either on hitting the car door (from which it
is supposed to have ricocheted) or his seventh rib. All that
happened to it was that it was faattened, in contrast to the one
that is said to have exploded in Brady's brain. I've seen hothing
on whether the bullets that hit the cop and the SS agent exploded on
impact.

This suggeststhe possibility that either Hinckley had his
six-shooter only partially loaded with Devastators or that two
guns were infdlved with one using Devastaters and the other using
ammo which did not explode on impact.

This takes us back to the matter of people hearing seven
shots and them possibility of one gun being fired from an elevated
position. If Regan was hit from such a source, the fact that
the shot that hit him missed his heart and impacted well to its
left could support a theory that he was moving across the field of
the marksman and that this movement caused the bullet to miss its
intended target.
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FYI I've discussed all this with DRW in a couple of
phone conversations and, like you, am sending all the clippings I
save to him. By today (the second Sunday after the incident)
all stories were on page 2 of the Examiner or even farther back
into the news section.

It seems to me that if the shooting sequences are rerun
in the future it might be useful to try to listen for any
difference in the firing sounds. The sound of a long-barrelled rifle
(I assume any backup gun would probably be a rifle) should be
different from that of a shortbarrelled Saturday night special.

From the first, I have been impressed, just as you have, by
the lack of initiative in reporting this case incontrast with what
went on in 1963 and the mark¥xew assassination attempts since then.
And, like you, I quickly inferred that this was because a rightwinger
was involved. The fact that not even the National Socialist Party
of America could accept Hinckley sort of nails that down, I suppose.
At first I postulated that Hinckley might have been in rebellion
against the conservatism of his parents and that this could be used
to smear the left. Dave, Libby and I all were concerned about
such a possibility, but since we've heard no more to support it
it would seem that at least no one wants to try to exploit it.

That first weekend I watched mostly television, occasionally
checking to see if the radio networks were doing what they did in
1963 et seq,: bringing in news items and sidebars from all over
which the TV people passed up because they had no pictures to go with
them. Nothing. Radio this time was as sterile as TV.

This weekend I watched the PBS panel "Washington WBek in
Review" and Haynes Johnson obliquely commented on the lack of
stir this time -- that people are used to these things, have come
to accept them. He neglected to go on, as you have, to point out
that because a righgwinger is involved the media are just as happy
to let the whole thing slide., Furthermore, I think a lot of the
media wheels (who oftener are rightwingers than not) have no kidney
for going further into the matter whichmcould result in a lot of
unscheduled airing of the right wing's dirty laundry.

I've completed taking what I need from our Hjournal and have
disposed of it. There is only one thing which possibly could interest
DRW, and I've saved that.

Something very nice happened the other day. For the past 10
years we have used a tax consultant who did a superb job but who this
year could not perform for personal reasons. So rather late in the
game I located aCPA who would handle my case. He turmed out to be
young, bouncy and a great guy. I spent half an hour showing him the

figures I'd had ready since Feb. 1, he checked them over, then
said he'd put them through to the computer and have my returns ready
this week. And, he said, I've seen from your deductions what you've bee
doing for Hospice and want to show my apprecigion for anyone who
supports the great work they do, so I'm charging you only half my
usual fee. He added that he had lost both parents to cancer and
understood the need for Hospice and how they go about meeting it.

A pleasant note on which to wind this up. Take care of
yourselves, and all the best,

Jjaw



