Dear Yin, 7/1/81

We were gladto got your letter of the Pirst yestarday and, of course, the boy
leaves with it. 141 has done 1ittle real cooldng lately because of the heat and what
bdthers her mores tho high himidity, but she will get arouwnd to learning whether she
likes th: dried ones better than the fresh ones or vico Vercas She was quite hoppy
to get thenm,

Odr temperature has gotten to lose o & hmdred sevaral times and 1tls agedn
mingameO.ﬂthhi@hmiditymﬁlmtezﬁw.memtherouttherehasmadems
on gast coast TV, including the fires so close to you.

I'd tought of phoning you on Sunday bt never got around to it bocause 14l was
notfmewlnn!l&d_thethmghminwﬁ.Iapentmntoftlmdeymneentratingon
preparation for deposition testimony or maldng another afficavit in the old shectro
aasawhem.mmi‘mm'smwmmmmmexm.xmycut
them a new asahole, Whenlwesﬂﬁ.nldngofﬂﬂ.sImﬂnnld.ngofnoﬂﬁ.ngelse.

rmmzmummmmmmntmmmmmfmmhisgmt
mm.mmmmmmmmw.mhldomtnwmcaumﬂym,Iwas
amofhiswj.dow'sboukandmwrlMzmafitmqmtefmble.ﬂhilelwﬂk

less and listen to the all-nows mdio less, it 78y have been there, less 1likely on
an.*uaﬁ.nematmwiaaueeofonmupMamatwmmnwmappwto
beqtd.tsﬁort}nﬂﬂ.leememmdmrm.Slmalsomrint:idwelﬁmtomanyofagemmﬁon
¥ho kmow 1ittleor nothing of hime

T}wa!mdngoﬂuconcmtegiwwmﬂnhomdoeammdsamus.ﬁopeitis
eomctedeasily.Imp;mesomeofﬁmmsupporemlhavetobeofmsonry,but
the way houses are hdlt out there, thero may be techniques I've never heard of.

Tiai'eim'tmmhnmmlnre.lmhwtautﬂemdmandifntﬂe,almys
itmaknsmfeel@od.IfIcm‘tdowwtﬁx:gﬂ.aol'llahndanlws&ttﬁ:ubﬁomthe
mmmmummmmmmmummmxwm
ammdinthehoursperioéiually.lammtablotodoitfarlongatntimeandl've
mtbeenable‘bom‘bww.lentamdingmﬂmmmit.asthudoc‘borthou@tlmi&t.
Idoaatafairmmtofwﬂldnginmstdwsbutneverforaslmgasl'dlihs.'l'otm
Poad and back remains the Lmit and by the time I'nm back I'm wiccelortable, Excopt for
slnus and hor arbiritls problems Y41 has been pretty good. Spe's bew spandongs 11ttle
tue freezing berries I've been able to get locally, things like that and vegetables,
Sha'aalsotald.ngadvanoedtaxsttﬁiesatcmlevu,acmeom.mdisen;joyingthe
work and the challenge. , (
Our at-house rabidt population has inciideda to the point whore Lil is distressed.

they eat her flowora now. The chipumles are cure ag they climd pipBe to zet at bind fead,

wh&hﬂwyap;ﬂartobesaringfortmvinter. T /
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1 July 1981

Dear Harold and Lil:

Herewith the latest offering of bay leaves,
including some that dried on the tree and fell off. During these
hot dry weeks in the summer (when it never rains) the sap apparently
does not reach many leaves, which then turn yellow and brown and
drop to the ground. They seem more aromatic than the green ones
that I pick directly from the tree.

‘ I tried some bay tea and have to report it's
pretty pallid stuff. I found it was necessary to break up the leaves
in small bits to get enough flavor from them to meke any difference.

Let me know which, if either dry or green leaves work for you, and
I'11 keep you supplied. Or with both, if you'd like that. The supply
is unlimited.

The two weeks I worked full time while the other
mag was on vacation turned out to be the hottest for this time of
year in most memories and all sorts of local heat records were
broken. Nothing like the humidity you have there along with your
heat, but it was not pleasant. This week, however, we have returned
to the normal Northern California pattern of foggy mornings and
clear afternoons, when it may get up to 75 in the shade but rarely
higher, This is a most comfortable state of things, but very
dry and the fire hazard is extreme. They had a bad fire last week
in the mountains just to the east of the Napa Valley in which

dozens of very costly homes were wiped out. Another more recently
in,the Big Sur country just south of Monterey. 1In the old days the
Indians deliberately burned off the brush on the hills so that
accidental fires had nowhere to go, but the palefaces are only
beginning to conduct controlled burns to any great extent. Until
they do, every summer there are very bad fires in the hills, and
in very dry years a constant danger of widespread conflgrations.

At one time or another I may have mentioned that
our best friend in Peking during the 1930s was Edgar Snow, the American
reporter who put the Chinese Communists on the map. When he was
dying of cancer nearly 10 years ago in Switzerland Mao Tze-tung and
Chou En-lai discharged what they could of their debt to him by sending
a medical team of three doctors and three nurses who. provided much
the same loving care to their old friend that Hospice.does here today.
He died just as Nixon was leaving for Peking, on a journey that would
not have been possible without Snow's work. His widow, Lois Wheeler
Snow, was here last week, vlugging her latest book, "Edgar Snow's China,"
which is based on his efforts to report on China from 1928 until his
death and coneists mostly of excerpts from his many books and articles
during that period, plus more than 400 photgraphs, many never published
before. Random House did a good job on the printin » and the book is a
very useful summary of some superb reporting and of how it was mostly
ignored. ILois is a fine person, in good shape, and is plamning asnother
trip to China next year.

I have a big job coming up here; a concrete pier
under the house is sinking and must be corrected and supplemented with
another pier to tahe some of the weilght. A contractor is coming ammdn
soon to look it over and give me the bad news.

Otherwise, everything fine here. Take it easy

and accept my best, v
G san



