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Could @ ipuncture be a
scienc+ ven to the
anciert hinese by
“Goa: 'om Outer Space?”




CTUUPUNCTURE

The Medical Miracle From Another Planet

1ant Chinese theryyy of
yig first of all a mystery i3
the Chinase readily number thamse ves
among trie mystitisd. They say can Hy
that ey kanw o o proven scEm-uc
axpianation 1 substantiate this syswr
of treating human health problems (v
stichirg needles o the body, often »
points remote from the ailment
Acupuncture’s own practitionars know
that resulis dapend on now faithiutly
they foliow the complicated rules, but to
questions of how and why this should
be they have answaers that sound like a
forrnuta for magic.

Such madieval overtones mean no-
thing, of course, t¢c the rheumalic who
acupuncture frees of pain, or to the
paraplegic aliowed to walk, or to the
deaf enabled to hear. Acupuncture,
however, is viewed with caution by
many mermnbers of our own medical
profession who arg hesitant 1o accept a
foreign proceduie which can be
explained only in the obscure idiom of
Taoism. )

But the maost truiy astonishing aspact
of acupuricture is simply its antiquity
The available evicence states it has
been practiced ‘for more than 4.000
years, and has changed ttle in tha
time. bn fact it would seem that whs
acupuncture was first piacticedin 2,617
B.C.. it may have been esven nmri+
precise and slaborate than tcday's pic
cedures. Ye! today's acupunctiun
charts—which are said to be baswicaity
unrhanrged from the originals—contront
Western medicing with an antire ne'-
work of nerve patterns it seeinms to have
ignored. tn cther words, Wastun
medicing has yet to learn and undér-
stand & medical practice which has
been in widespread use in China for
thousands of years. And while
acupuncture’'s lessons for Western
medizine may be sigrificant, I'm st
haunted by a newsman’'s hunch that if
~e ever learn its real nature and origin,
the momentous excitement is likely to
be among the historians and an-
thropclogists rather than physicians.,

Nevertheless, acupuriclure is very
much with us. Clinics have opened in
major citj?s all across the country de-
spite the roadbiciks set up by a detfen-
sive medical profession concerned hoth
with competition and poiential quac-
kery.

By 1973, the acupuncuure beach-
read had expanded to such-an extent
that the American Journai of Chinesa
Medicine began puplicaticn, something
that would have heen improbable only a
year eartier, before Henry Kissinger
and former President Nixon went to
Paking and restored China to a status it
nad not enjoyed in the American press
for 25 vears.

Since then, a number of American
physicians have visited China and have
seen acupuncture at woit:. They retum
mystified, skeptical, but impressed, par-
ticularly with the anesthetic or anaigasic
potential of acupuncture. Those who
come back talk less of hypnotism,
suggestion, and fakery than before they
wiltnessed the techniqus firsthand.

Acupuncture s just another of those
pu.zling surprises that Ciina has been
springig on the Westerr world since
Marco Polo returned to Venice with
waies of an advanced civitization far to
v East The West has 10 recogrize
thai the Chinese anew about the circu-
ation of the blood 2,000 years before
wy found out about it. They beat us

handily to the invention of gadgets ~

such as the magnetic compass, gun-
powdsr, rocketry, moveah!s type, and
evan that sssential ingradient of infla-
tion, paper money. it's a !ong list which
we loc easily forget.

The first issue of the Arn:arican Jour-
nal ot Chinese Medicine made a wise
cdecision when it announced it would
deal with all aspects of Chinese
medicine, not just acupuncture. The
practica of moxabustion {tha burning ot
the herb arternesia vulgar:s in associa-
tion with acupuncture), the important
field of diagnosis through the puises
{note the plurai), the vast phar-
maccpoeia of Chinese h.erbal rem-

adies, and, by no means least, the
philoscphical cericepts on which the
whole system is based.

One of the problems about under-
standing these procedures is the diffi-
culty of the language. Acupuncturg
demands its own terminoiogy. and con-
fronts the Westerner with propositions
such as this: it you stick a needie into a
certain very spacific point, you can-
rectify the yang-yin imbalance which is
causing a misary at some quite Jifferent
but equally specific point of the body. If
the Westerner asks for a definition of
yang ard yin, the answer cornas back
that these are two aspects of Chi,
which the ancient Chinese concsived to
be the life force. Ch'i-is literally
averywhere and in everythirg, suffus-
ing the universe and, in microcosm, ait
living things.

The going gets heavy at this point
because thare seems to be no scientific
definition of ch’i. Yang and yin are
equally elusive terms connoting male
and female in one context, light and
dark in another, and so on.

It the Waesterner turns to the
acupuncture chart for clarification, or to
the mannequin often used for demon-
stration, he gets a doubia shock. Evan
a superfictal examination shows that
the acupuncture points are positioned
along trails or “meridians” and each
point seems to be a socket which
influences some different, but specific,
part of the body. Secondly, the patterns
traced by the meridians seem to be
related to the central nervous system
only in a rather offhand manner.

To the layman, it is almost as if the
maridians were an afterthought, a sort
of supplemental circuitry instalied dur-
inG some model recall period. Clearly,
the meridians are not a monitoring
system, like the electronic circuit
analyzer your mechanic attaches to
diagnose your car's problems. Diag-
nosis, in Chinese medicine, depends
heavily on, the elaborate procedure of
pulse-taking in which a dozen different

(Continued on page 66/
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amenca. first specializing in turning
ordnzry Mifa-Romeo sports cars into
irack terrors, otten in tha hands of driver
Kwach. then other sportz ca's as well.
in arly ‘705, Kwech needed some
sLpension consuling and that's how
n Engineering. than of Northfield,
griternd the Kwechian world.

Wi 'was Lee Dykstia, acting as a
coneukant to racers Warren Tope, Allan
MoHa, and others, white st a Ford
znisty-car enginesr. Lee was to stay
Ford untl 1376 when he was
1 10 chense betwaen tbeing a Ford
awan of a Manra man. 46 chuse Monza
and racing all the way

E"'\e racing Monza nreject at DeKon
Gan o Jduly 18740 A nrolotype was
dv that same November and ap-
peared  dt Daytona International
. Speodway. although it didn't start.

Al Gnac Atlanta in Apni 1975, the
Lionzaimade its firstracing stan. but the
car broke down. It kept on breaking
while fisw components were tried, until
ne ngnt combination was found. At
Aoad Ati.ta 1976, a Monza won for
the first time in Al Holbert's capable
rands. It was DeKon-buit, as was
second-place Mike Keyser's. Ron

Foumier's Monza was' fifth with John
Moiton at tive wheei.

This was what IMSA and a whole iot
of other people were looking for after six
seasans of victories by foreign cars—
mosily German Porsches and BMNs—
in tne Camel GT seres.

N¢t that all problems have been

-golvad. There are shill some goarbox

problems, but even with its somewhat
soft transmission the Monza has to be
considersd a racing success story.
Every car DeKon has built has proven
competitve, and thay are spreading the
racing Monza doctring worlgwide.

The original prototyge, for exampia,

- was raced by Canada’s Mo Carter and

now performs in New Zealand. The
second caf built appears n SCCA
events in the hands of shipping mag-
nate (and owner ot Lime Rock Park in
Connectcut) Harry Theodorocopulos.
Kwech's original Atlanta car, later raced
by APUnser, now provides a mount for
Keyser.

Australian Allan Moftat, Dykstra's oid
chent, wipes up the opposition Down
Under with the fifth car built. A sixth car
was the one that went in June o Le
Mans as an IMSA entry, Holbert's win-

ner is the savanth out of the DeKon
plant.

You nave o nava a high degree of

skiill w o xomg Monza. But as a
race cai T~ o & a lrt easier lo drive
than, say + ~orsche Turbo Carrera,
oftan its ~..¥ corapettor. Unlike: a

Europear o racer, the Monza is
pradictit- . always understeers. it
always - ‘that extra something in
powear ! 1aks up for momentary
lapsas i~ + contration that can get the
best of o5 in a tight spot. it is
rugged & -rrong.

There .- urists who say unless a
racing ¢ i open-wheeled single-
seater »-: ‘nu driver sitting in a shim
torpedc- - wody, engine to the rear,
capable - .0 miles per hour in bursts,
that itiss ~ -acing.

You = - 3ze many cf those purists
at Cha racng Pichard Petly or

David ¥ 450N two inches away at 160
miles -+~ nour, or at Daytona with
Holber w2 Keyser battling the $50,000

Turb: © ~ 'eras on even terms.
Th.s  ~Kon Monza definitely is a
race c. . y0d see one on your street,

don't v, i drag with it. You'll not only
get veaern. you'll get evaporated. *

ACUPUNCTURE

{Continued fior page 37)

pulses are distinguished, with each
conveying its own catagory of informa-
tion. Acupuncture, along wiih roxatus-
tinn and herbal medicine, make up the
therapy which follows. The ancient
Chinese health system also includes
entire physical and phlesophical disci-
plines, such as tai chi cnuan, with
all these elements understandabla only
in terms which originaad in Tacism, a
vihate field in itself, but one in which the
princieat concepts are simplo,

Trw Tao, meanng The Way, is well
wiowin. '3 the rational path on which
the Chisese always nave maintained
their thioughts regarciess of whather
thay were thinking as Taoists, Con-
fuciznists, Buddhists, Christians, or
Sommunists What is less wall known is
that Tacism insists upon a simple prin-
ciple which the West should also un-
ceratand. All effects have causes—
notung just happens.

Taoism sees the cosmos as a bal-
arce of #orces, an equilibrium attained
through the interplay of relative weights
and dynamics. Man is not only in the
middie of this ordersd environment, he
is part of it, his every atom suffused with
ch'i bke sverything else.

Therefore, man will be healthy if the
intarnal components within him, aiso
are in balance. If ihey're not—if his
yang should gain the upper hand over
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his yin, he's in trouble. This is all spelled
out in extramaely complicated detail in a
body of iearning which tha true
acupuncturist properly takes years to
mastar. In actual practice, he first ques-
tions a patient closely, establisning a
rapport. He wiii somstimas spend
hours reading the puises and noting
any othar signs. He then diagnoses the
ailrant in terms cf the imbalance he
considers rasponsibie, and with needie
treatment, begins the therapy designed
to restors internal balance.thus curing
the iliness.

It is at this peoint that the skeptic
woridars about hycnotism, suggastion,

anu the placebo efact known to West-

art medicine. Thare sewiny o D€ NG
reason 10 rule them out. The fact is,
however, that for thousands of years
the Chinese knew no other medical
system und! the last ceniury and still
survived very well.

The Westarner now runs inio the
question of how acupurcturs degan.
Beiore WW 11, | lived in Peing fof’ 10
years and had an opportunity & ‘sam
something about Chinese medicine,
including acupunciure.  didn’t.

Acupuncture already was a sort of
underground practice because Or. Sun
Yat-sen had been a Western-trained
physician, and he and Chiang Kai-shek
had decided the answer o China's
health problems lay in Western
madicine. The old Chinese practitioners
were dying off, hard to find, and always
avoided foreigners.

| remember hearing about acu-

puncture and asking about it. The an-
swer i g from a serious student of
Chirese -i4tuie, was that apparently all
phases !t Chinese medicine rep-
resenta a pursly empirical ‘body of
knowss2e and belief, built up through
the ~wmenia via simpla trial and error.
So we it :gnored acupuncture, herbal
meaxena. and the rest, overiooking the
fact trat we were assuming, in effect,
that a sensible paople like the Chinese
had svent thcusands of years sticking
neet'as nto each cther and sampling
svee wrange herb they found, just to
ser w4t would happen. There were
gver Vestem-educated Chinese who
mgos the same ridiculous assumption.

A WWIE and the revolution, such
assurtions couic no longer be af-
fordet end the People's Republic re-
vive:s wd-style Chinese medicine be-
cause of the desperate need for any
kind of medical care. The ancient ways
wera 30l popular in the countryside,
and as the revival prograssad, the
danng decision was made 10 merge

ihem with modern madicine. In 0 doing

they cscovered the pain-blocking ef-
fects of acupuncture—which the
Chinese readity concede have thew
limitations as well as their promise of a
drugless substitute for anesthesia.

This actually may have been a redis-
covery, as the ancient rscords speak of
surgery, including brain surgery, prac-
ticed before the dawn of the Christian
sra. Surgery apparently was outiawed
after Buddhism entered China from
India several hundred years later, At



any rate, surgery was not part of trach-
liorai Chiness madicing &t the time the
Fenp o s Rapubiic ravived

5 oravival again Brough up

y of oW SCUDUNRCIure origineted,
; iine C, WNASE, N0 ANYONT aise,
g oot acadt this beoauso aucue
SonrTi z‘f,"& rertly pradates the da-
{ wriling in Ching, and
e Gl s Duglnieg @
and lngend. Tha's i
=3 other evidonce

iim iegancd is omg of thuse Dand,
swassing Cluaase fables that numh the
Wirstera mind, It sa tvs Simply ihat
ACLPUN D WA SESIOwes upen the
53 e0me in 2 087 B.C. by Huang
W3 ytrecal Toddw Emparor, whan
s the one a5 the first trug
2 Chirg Tha kay word in that
SINtENLE hwwowcc Nt discoverad
OF et pag--Oasiowsd.

Whm n:sai' happenad? No one
aows, st ve do inow is Gat thars is
a protiem aasat lismissing the myth.
The acupunciure chart atiributed {0

s {actually it dates hrom the Hen
& cantary o bt Detora Chiist is
act waganiiat Sireen rom the chan
user? Urla, WOETS more, Russian sci-
antain aport that they have verified
Huarg 1ia acupuncture poinls, whers
the nave {ibars oi the meridians come
slosz to the surface of the skin, by using
espocielly sensitive equipinent de-
vHOpes to stu"iy acupuncture. So there
itis:Huang Tissd tallin2,6978.C., some
4,672 yorrs ago.

The iegand says that Huany Ti sat up
the ‘irst real Chinese govennant ard
raignad for 100 years. it then tells us
that hiz immaeciate predecessor, a non-
political man narmed Shen Nung (Divine
Agronomist), hadg baen on the scens for
no 'c3s than 300 y3ars.

Wi ara told ithat Shan Nung spant his
ame, daveloging the anormous herbal
praraacopoeid and tasching agricul-
wral methods such as sophisticeied
nnq«,.mn and ;aikw arm cubtura, This alt
oo M i thel thasae o
T thenr Chmese pvotages with

.mpmc- tachnological, if rot aciual

2o G, dsc,p'mea This 18 ne track-
noﬂm and legeruiary "explanstion” for
the wiole riddie of how Cnina had
sucht a hean stat on her darbarian
waghbors. The Chinese people sesem
0 rave buret with relative suddeness
o the ancient scene with skilis and
social institutions markedly superior fo
those: of the other tribesmen around
them. Genarations of historians havse
pordered this problem with in conclu-
Siv0 Tasults.

Heiora disrsgarding the leqgendary ax-
planauon, ong has to remamber that
legar.ds have a nasty habit of having
somie factual basis—howaever cbscured

(Continued on page 70)
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If you're like hundreds of thou-
sands of men you buy SAGA
sach month at your local news-
i stand. The Editors invite you to
| save $2.00 and have the con-
venience of getting the next
12 big issues of SAGA delivered
right to your door. The cost for
this bonus in entertainment and
information is only $10.00 a year
{compared to $12.00 if pur-
chased monthly). Accept the
Editors’ money-saving invita-
tion by filling out the SAGA
reservation form and enclose
your check or money order.
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SAGA EDITORS' INVITATION
333 Johnson Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11206

Yes! | accept the Editor's invitation to receive . year(s) of SAGA at the
special reduced rate and | enclose payment (3. ___). Please send SAGA to:
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ADDRESS —

CITY STATE 2P

1 1 year $10.00

[ 2 years $20.00

(Continued from page 67)

or distorted the facts may have
become—and that the common cultural
claim to having had supernatural help in
getting started is nearly universal a-
mong Mankind. It occurs among indig- -
enous cultures all over the world and
in regions too isolated for probable
contact among widely separated pre-
historic societies.

Acupuncture contributes uniquely to
this larger riddle. Only the ancient
Chinase had it, although it later spread
to Japan and the rest of the Orient, and
stili more recently to the rest of the
world. But equally important is the
complexity and precision of acu-
puncture. Precision is evident in the
chart, with each of more than 300
access points leading to specific ef-
fects.

The complexity of the system is
evident in the many years the old
practitioners spent learning it, even
though they were native to its Taoist
beliefs. Many wrote they never stopped
learning new things about its pos-
sibilities, even in oid age.

The more one considers these de-
tails and senses the scope and pre-
cision of the chart, the more one gets
the uneasy feeling that whoever started
all this knew a great deal about human
anatomy, which leads us to this ques-

70 % SAGA

tion: How much of this science was lost
or forgotten before the Chinese devel-
oped a written memory? The suspicion
keeps haunting us: Can acupuncture
be a residual science, a remnant
eroded by the ages, instead of the
accumulation of blind trial and error it's
said to be? ‘

Thus far, the tentative, unproved
theories of how acupuncture actually
works dll point toward belief that the
meridians represent-some sort of cir-
cuitry for stimulation of various parts
and organs of the body. One often
hears Western doctors say they cannot
cure a patient, they can only help his
body cure itself. Was acupuncture de-
signed to speed up this process?

If this is even remotely the case, we
have been faced, since 2,697 B.C., with
a problem of startiing sophistication;
hinting at what might be thought of as
the original blueprints for the human
body. The acupuncture chart seems
superimposed over what we under-
stand to be the central nervous system!

It must be emphasized, however, that
no such speculation is to be found in
any of the material on acupuncture that
| have encountered, and that no
Chinese ever has suggested anything
of the sort to me. It's only speculation.
However, | find it difficult to dismiss the
apparent probability that there was

something signficantly extraordinary
about the ongin of acupuncture, espec-
ially in view of other startling things
which were going on in other parts of
the world at roughly the same time that
acupuncture came on the scene.

The mora we discover about ancient
history, the more we realize that there
were many kinds of supernatural
phenormuna occurring during this
period of “ar:'s development.

The € gwi-nans were constructing the
Pyramic #ong exact lines and propor-
tions tha wmply a knowledge of as-
tronomy “he Haebrews were being vis-
ited by «-gels, tiery chariots, and
wheels » e sky. The Mayans came
up with ¢ -alendar more precise than
the one s .se today. In India, Sanskrit
mytholy- ‘elis of repeated visits by
heaver+ tngs arriving in fire-spewing
vehictes n Stone Age England, primi-
tive tesmen were setting up the
great »u# of monoliths known as

tonerenge, which Britain's foremost
astrea~»a¢, Sir Fred Hoyle, assures us
was &».ally an observatory for fore-
castex; anistices and eclipses. in Peru,
Ances:  netives were erecting struc-
turer. e»nprised of incredibly massive
storws  of such weight and fitted so
prec ey that no one today would think
of du;w ating these feats.

T s4t of such anomalies goes on
and » and is part of a growing exotic
lites woce which Increasingly relates
thess ancient phenomena with modem
one= vpufied by what we call uniden-
tifiee hong objects, or UFOs. The latest
an¢ =8t successful example of this
literwsie is a trio of books by the Swiss
autrvw £rich von Daniken, who argues
the treory that many of the gods wor-
shiopesd by our ancient ancestors were
erwwrerrestrial humanoid visitors who
ar -+ »¢ in spaceships. The natives took
the= 10 be gods, naturally, and Von
Dasunan advances the idea that they

. g wad the human stock they found

by - erpreeding or by producing muta-
tws Von Danikan's books appearing
aker the Apollo space program put man’
or e moon, have been accepted by
the same public which mostly ignored
earmer books dealing with the same
subywat.

B.;t Von Daniken is merely the latest
in a long series of such authors, begin-
ning with an eccentric newsman,
Chanes Fort, who compiled lists of
cuitural anomalies and reports of
strange things in the sky, early in the
20th century, which upset the scientific
establishment of his day because ac-
cepted knowledge couidn't explain
them. it was apparently Fort who first
advanced the idea that the Earth has
been visited from preBiblical times and
that Man himself may be a very old
species indeed, not necessarily native

(Continued on page 72)
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Continuad from page 70}

to this particular plznet. Twanty years
290 an Amaerican astronomer, Morris K.
Jesaup, wrote two bocks on the subject
of UFDs in which he developed the
hypothesis that the angels and fiery
charios of ancient Is:asl were UFQOs,
ard e postulatod that if these were
pticted by spacemen they could repre-
sam other human civilizations no longer
capabln of, or imtarasied in, nermansnt
residence on a planet such as Earth.
Thers have bsen many other such
authors, particulariy since 1JFOs be-
tame a widely raconiized phenomo-
non with the Rigniy aublicizad sightings
of Kenneth Amoid in the summer of
1947. But for more than a quarter of a
contury, UFOs have heen iargely left to
19 amalsurs 1o repont and evaluate,
winle tha scientific aswblishment has
kept well away from he subject, the
masy modia have treated it mostly with
a torgu.s v chesk attitude and govern-
ments have denied, or censured re-
ports, that UFOs exist. Since Man
steppad on lunur soil, however, there
has pesn a gradual and significant
changs. It is now possible, without risk-
NG carears, 1o note apparant similari-
tiss between UFOs ard ancient
phenomana, and more and more scien-
usts are quietly jeining the investigation
a2t UFQs.

They balievs thut something is going
on that should be studied sariolsly and
systemically. Tha bolder ones think
we've been having visitors all along.
The oldest and hardiest of the UFO
study groups, the Aerial Phenomena
Pesearch Organization of Tucsen, Aniz.,
lists 34 doctoral degrees on iis roster of
corsultants who evaluate reports from
correspendents in 48 countries. They
represent a ranga of disciplines that
encompasses pnysics, astrophysics,
astronomy, biciogy, exobiology, anat-
omy, madicine, anginaering, metal-
lurgy, psychology, history, sociolcgy,
and raiigion.

This suggests that as Man relates the
mysteries of the cresent with those of

- the past, we shculd boe prepared for

some surprises. This is an age when a
detailed, ancient science such as
acupuicture presents a challenge that
has a growing relavance to such mox-
ern endeavors as the radio-astronomy
pian for Prdject Cyclops, which will
probe tho Gafaxy with powerful radio
tolescopes in search of ife. Already
Pioneer 10 is carrying out of our solar
system an intergalactic calling card, a
matal plate depicting two human figures
and saying in effact that this modsst
spacecraft is the handiwork of a
specias of mammalian bipeds who re-
sKla on the third planet from a particular

star. Not the most eftusive invitation in
history, but #t telis anyone interested
where we are and that wa're willing to
talk things ower. ¥ Jessup and Von
Daniker: arm rignt, the question may not
be whethe: snyons will gat the mes-
sage, but wnether it will oncur to any-
one 10 ansgsaey

In cur ~aw perspective, riddles of
both pas: 4~ present are meiging, and
the distirtizzna betwoan them are fad-
ing. The "=t#e we verture into apace
and relam %5 new experience with the
ancmakex: o the past, the more the
ancient rat'es suggest that there were
strange'y *ophisticated characters
operating .~ the ancient scane. if they
were inGsmet visitors from space, and if
they ficdex! with cur genes or otherwise
dabble~ - e affairs, they would have
arrive:¢ were in ways which we are
beginna-. v discovar lor ourselves.

They  wnstd have Ist us far more
iviics Y 2 baginnings than we ae
likely w1 +roognize unlsss we can oring
ourset-és 30 be more sysiematic and
open-+-viad as we rummage through
our =il attics. Whether or not
acuptr.Ak'®, fOr instance, is a legacy
ingtexy » an accident, it stands as the
mos? e¥auc and well-preserved of the
ancies seehnologiss, and tha Chinese
culture w which it flourished for more
than 4 :x3) years olfars our iongest look
back w4 human prehistory. *

BLLY JACK

{Cominuad tum page 455

she became one of his fans. “Watching
Bilty Jack was painful for me. It chat
lenged my notion of what was art. | had
grown up with a certain kind of
background, gone tu cerlain types of
sshiois ... and Hthought the movie was
crude and simple and self-righteous.
Eut | saw the pecple in the theater
emoying it learning from it, and |
| that 1 was out of touch with

Th-a Laughling struggled on, but Tom
wasn't really going anywhaie. Both he
ard Dody had become fiercely ambuti
o8, determined to make their own
fins. Every extra penny they made
went intu renting fim equipment (“We'd
chest and rent it on a Saturctay, so we
could get an extra frae day™). i took
them three years but they made The
Procer Time. “\When it locked as if we
might hava o scrap the whoie thing, a
friend mortgaged fis house and gave
us $15.000. | vowed that when | got
successful, | would do the same kind of
thing far others.” United Adtists re-
leased the film but it bombed, altnough
UA calied Laugiin "a young Orson
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Welles” and offered him a contract. But
after 10 weeks, Laughlin bridled under
the authority and leit.

During this period, Laughlin took to
recording his dreams, to “devoting time
to the psyche.” Cnre of his conclusions:

“Men are violent but underneath they
have a {eminine side which they feel
threatened by. It's only when a male
gets comfortable with his feminine side
that he can give up his macho. | knew
about Richard Nixon early because |
sensed the Nixon in me. Everybody is
good and bad, and we have to be
comfortable with our destructiveness

On a plane he met a stewardess
named Elizabeth James, said she had a
“greatl look,” and promised her the
starring role in his next movis—but
she'd have to write it. Incredibly, she
did—on speculation——and the resuit
was the 1967 feature Born Losers,
dicected by Laugnhlin and financially
backed by some Oklahoma people
looking for a tax shelter. !t was this
mactoreycie-cult film that introduced
hait-bresd, ex-Green Beret Billy Jack to
the world.

“Qody and | wiote the picture, of
cowrse,” says Laughlin today. But the
screen credit reads “James Lloyd,”
Elizabeth James's pseudonym, and-the

Writers Guild credited “'£. Jamas

Lioye:  “aliway through production,
Lauy»n had an appendicitis atta .,
"but * mad to stay on because Jane
Rusux was yiving me a day at a fee
whrir?. was for us incredible.” He
finishyxt the film with his abdomen
packddt in ica. “My appendix had burst
the <=¢ before. Because | waited so
lung *~a recovery was very bad.” It was
disonted by American-international
ann >« money he made was enough to
laumern the real Billy Jack. He had
wrilten the screenplay back in the
1950s but the idea burned in his mind
sinte the days in South Dakota. “When
we ‘larted shooting, | had an Indian
medwing man with me. He saw an owl
percr=d on a neon Shell sign. Well, the .
ow! . Indians is a messenger of death.
But e medicine man put out all this
thirwgs and smoked, then he came to me

_and said, ‘Tom, this is not a symbol of

death. But the owl has a very heavy
maessuqe for you. The film you are
abouw 'o make will have a greater
imgdc: on American youth than any film
ever made.” He also said that | was the
ficst spiritual 1adian ever to appear in
films.”

Twentieth Cenitury-Fox agreed to dis-
tribute Billy Jack. 1.aughtn worked on it
with Elizabeth Jamas {5r a year, thenhe

(Continued on page 74)



