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: ‘ Revlewed byhlneiD Whlte

. Half a’ century ago: Departm t setup.

-~ .special . tralnmg program in "which -its” men’
-destined” to serve in Chma ‘were educated ‘in’ the~

language, history ‘and culture - of that pountty The

- result was that by World War I we had in China what ~ | *
i~ Eric. Sevareid. ‘called. “the ablest group of. youngj

dlplomats I have: ever seen ir
_ mission abroad.” . .
+:The  China : Hands is - a: ﬂuid acco
u'omcally funny as expertise abroad i nutes down in

Ta smgle American

- domestic ignorance and ptejudice — of what hap-'

“penéd to roughly a score of these-trained men Theu'«'
-problem was that they did their j Job as: . they ha
- trained “to-do- “it," reportmg ‘the Chmes
: reahstlcally and. accurately, their ¢
“-wrecked for their pains. i : o
When, for example, they reported that Chdang Kan
shek's’cotrupt Nationalist _government was losmg the -+
. "support of the Chinese people and ¢ openmg the s way for .

- a Communist tnumph and when their watnings were '

borne out by history, they were blamed by the Cold:
War mentality in the -Umted States . for )
Chma T

EJ. Kahn's story is poignant consummg readlng‘

for anyone who was there at the tilne and knew' ‘and
worked with many of the men mvoived ‘Fot‘enyone I

Lelse, it “is. that and much more

hlstory.‘m the same way. a.microscope focus d ¢
drop of water dlscloses a teemmg
activity, - S o
! The, shabby tre tn,tent meted K __ut ¢
dlplomats of the China service was. roof d i
reservoirs of ignorance, prejudnce and oli
.that locked the United States into two de
War.‘ the McCarthy period and ‘two
_probability is that if the diplomats, ixLChma h
listened .to, Communist China would have’ .at
least neutral at the start, because Mao Tse-tung, like__‘
.. Sun Yat-sen before him, turned to Soviet Russia for
aid only after being:rebuffed by Amenca and the -
" West. Equally arguable is ‘the pl:oposmon ‘that if
.. Washington had listened to. its own' experts in China

there might never have been a Korean War —atleast - |

not one involving the Peoples Republic of Chma —or :
_ the even deadlier American mlsadventure in Vletnam ;
But the China specnalists were. not listened. to Too

many Amencans had the fixed idea that Chi

waff could be seen cléar
populanty contest -Whe
: ';m.amland in 1949, the China hands were punishedﬁ

- writer and: aeademiclan. In 1932 thls;q
/an’ ‘had” ‘written: the: e
““Ametican of the latgely’ unkriown Chi ese C

safety..

 shek could do no wrorig. To the China hands
was ‘more interested i ghting ‘the Communists. :
,!apanese, and after the

-be _losing the Chinese
‘Chiang ﬁnally ifled s the";

,"when he had to —_ tha {

, € forded intc ‘early
.Clubb; whose'second. .career has

erious asse:

-moyement Yet in:1937 at Peking

‘gave a squad of ‘mounted U. S.

Chinese gamson which mistoak the .
the e

“being the coolest, ead in tl
_fought theu- wa through -

.":,f Then“thete was' George’ Atcheson, whe
hls hfe after th ]

And Jack Setvice,: like” Davies born
ptobably saw miore of Mao' Tse-tung and €h
during the war than:any other Ameéricai. He
fired but fought back, taking his case - all. theiway 104
the 'U.S. Supreéme Court to win’ teinstatem. “He'.
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Dear both, .. 9/29/78

Ty e forgotten-daily 3cl mailing went out this morning. Sorry about the delay,
Some may be of no value and are included 88 a record of the fact only on the
chancs there was no reporting elsewhere. Some for laughs,

I've packed a heavy bag for tomorrow in court so I'm a8 ready for that gg I
oan be, it is a bit early for bed, end all the nuttiness over the House
Committee, like Hoch's proposals for md disasters, have been worrying me.

It is not that I didn't expect the general situation, for I did, long ago and
continuously except for a brief Church periode But onee it is here it does get

more troubling,

. I've ca rboned you on Jjust about if not all Itpe sent on its I do not ask any
time of you unless you have oriticisms That is always helpful, Génerally I lack
it. Unless, of course, you oan see a way out of a oul de sac, as I really do not.

I have an agreement for a responsible approache I'm to be the witness on the
medical and bdllistics emd balli stios-related evidence,

. I did not ask a confrontation arrangement at the outset so it was not agreed
to at the outset. I think it is likely that there will be some discussion on this.
I'm not inflexible on that. I do not think we should testify simultaneously to xn
begin withe I do think I should g0 first to give the others less free range inxwm
wanderings into the irrelevant and something to have to faces This would also
serve as an evidentiary primer for the Members. -Afterward is when I think there
should be the confrontation, ' .

While I did not expect Bud to call me after his today's meeting with Downing
I do think he should have. We have little to do with each other except when he
has the neod,

I bad an apologetic call from Whitten this afternocn. We are to try to get to-
gother tomorrow but it looks unlike with him having to do Anderson's work and
also get the column out. He said I was unfair in blami ng him for the inaccuracy
of which I wrote Bradlee, where it turns out they have some problems. I did not
recall that I'd blamed him personally but I took his word and offered. to write
Bradlees o said not tos I'm sorry if I did give him personl blame. I know that
Anderson dictates, as Pearson did, and the others. have no choices He did not dig=-
pute the inaccuracy charges I have a hunch there will not be less liberty with

~ fidelity to fact,

They lead terrible lives, even for that business, He says his working day isg

not from about 8 in the am to 1l Pme I guess they take turns at speaking engage~

mentse This means one has to get it out and supervise the carrying on of all
other work, Including Jaot's regular TV work,

If you did not watch the CBS TV news tonight, we supped to it. Cronkits apolo -
gized in response to a complaint by Schorr about their reporting of his resignation.
Cronkite said Schorr was right, that they had erred in saying his suspension was

 over blaming another CBS reporter. It was not that at all. That was the cause £

of the internal friction, He did not blame another reporter, This is the wvlassio
knife retraction. CBS drew the wrong conclusions oxx from his silence. This led
them to suspect “eslie Stahls Therefore he did ite But he's fixed because he had
a contract, flat annualm unlike most,

.They've fired my friend Roger over his rofusal to take the graveyard shift.
It is to go to arbitrations They were real corazy to do this Just when they need
an in-house.expert on assassinations and they have no diggers in Washington with
Schorr gone. Graham is a handout artist who gets an oocasional leslk,
... Jimmy Ray came khex through with the required affidavit, He accomzanied it
with a letter to JL includéng soms" cracks bout my having written him a tur id let~
ter (he used the word but probably cant't pronounce it - he not quite Agnew), He
added something to the effect that I must think he is of the Gay Liberation Front.
Whatever that means, JL told me by phone. But the Sracks are not what counts. Itve
heard them before, ihat counts is that Jim has it filed and ocan file the pwtition
cert in typed form rather than printed, Soms progress. Best,



