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Dear Yinm, 1/15/71

Your 1/12 is beth helpful and timely. Your Mark is a breed not kmown to me
herealouts. I have friends who sell equipment, henest, decent paseple, but they do net
servhce 1t, There are a few in the ares who render decent service but they are busy
eneighf to restrict themselves to what they sell,

While I could dreol over the Seny yeu marked abd my ewn reading indicated is
beat for my purposes, unless an exceptional item preseats itself, like the fantastic
Hitachli Jim brouzht back frem the Orient, ¥ yeur initial advice is sound, more se when
supported by “ark, and it is uhat I will de. I'1] put that in the better hi-fi and depend
on it for mest of the taping.

If this committee conﬁ.nm and then broadcuta. neither of which new appears te
be at all certain. (I have not cepies the very bad press Sprague is .getting hometowm
for yeu but is is surpriaingly adverse amd quite Teasened and msonablo.)

I've been partial to Seny since that IV 40 you gave me. What hmodible performance}

. And hew much use! I made a mistake with it, sending it fer service when the velume contrel

develeped an internittent. It eas returned after a $35 charge entirely ineperative. The
student whe was to take it back has net.He has proemised te. I did get a 59 eut of towmn
in an emergency, vhén I had net carried a machime expecting ene to be available and it
has been flawless except fer a ‘ceuple of mimer flaws built-in, like the aute shuteff
net working. Se if I need to make a chance and there-is net acme exceptional stuff
available either Sony tape recerder and that fmtaltio machine you marked will betweed
them take up less apace tham the old Zenith I new have en the desk.

Actually I plan ether changes that will emable me to meniter and tape mere sheuld
I want te. We have an old and well-used pertabls TV in the bedreem. it is one of the first
indended fer vacatiem use with an external battery with built-im recharger. Very small
plcsure, My effice is off the living reem se when kil wants to take in seme of the geod
BEC stuff presented by public TV she uses this act, which is adequate but has a rather
suall plotures. She semetimes has difficulty tuning it as she selects the public statien
whose signal is them better. Fer absut $100 I can get her a geod set en which the tuning
is no¥ as sutematic en UHF as en VHF, I Zenith this eld friend ef eurseells and services,
eliminating the service problem. I'1l then dut this eld little GE next to the radis and
be able to tape frem both, The TV is actually smaller thun the radie. By a fertunate
fluke without extra cest when I had the TV mast put in on the recfer's urging we have a
devise that splita the signals and will serve mers than the twe set we have en 1it. "‘enn-
ing, 1 think, that for the cost ef the wiring I can have it cennected in my office, And
that mesns that with the autematic velume oentrel en the recorders I can tape frem

- publiec TV nights at my desk while J work en semelhing else, During the WG hearings this

was nightly frea IC,

Se thanks fer the sound advice. I've already arranged for an overhaul of  this eld
but apparently good Zenith radie by my Zenith dealer friend when he is here. e says he
san fix if for use with the extrnal aerialf that is 40 feet skyward when I had to
arrange that to give Lil a geed UEF picturs. All that + know 1t needs is a new valume
centrel and perhaps-dust cleaning.

There was anether value in that little catalegue. I now knew what Seny effers :I.n
CB. Not what & need. Need is net the werd. Want fer any pessible emergency. Whatever it
i s elsevhere here the emergency channel is 9, Seny prevides for 7 and 11 ealy. Twice
this merning we had temperary phome sutages. If as I new plan I get something like this
it is in the hepe of never using it. The yakking means nothikg te me, There might be a
tine in the future whem I might get a pocket ene fer when I an walking er mewing so
Lil can call me if ghe wants me mf or a caller deasThis would entail enly an knexpensive

~ pecket-size set., By the time I've walked a mile up the meuntain I'm in deg country and

have te tura back witheut a weapam to protect iyself with. (I've beught seme eold-fashiened
sveralls and when the roads are clear I'm geing to try walking agaim. Better than exercyc-
ling, I think. Se many thhnks. Best,
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12 January 1977

Dear Harold: .

Today I finally found Mark in his shop, and he
agrees with what for me was a guess that a local solution for
your reception problem is likely to be best.

. This is particularly true, he thinks; if you plan to
use a reel-to-reel 1/4-inch tape recorder with hi-fi equipment
such as a tuner with pre-amp and amplifier.

If you want to get a radio with built-in casebte’
recorder, like the Craig but more selective, he doubts that any
is made. He knows of none.

Or if you want to use one of your own casebte
recorders with a new and more selective radio receiver, he

-thinks the SonyICF-5500W (on page 12 of the enclosed brochure)

i1s probably as good as you're likely to find in the available
field of small compatible radios. He's thinks it's likely to
be as sensitive and selective as any you're likely to find in
this class of equipment. It 1lists here for $100, without
batteries or AC adaptor. .

Az he was quick to point out, you have to take
ummeeded extras in order to get a Sony this selective, wuch as
the the CB band and the built-in timer (although both could be
useful’ for other pmmposes). But it does have one advantage
most radios don't have: you can record and listem at the same
time. With most of them, when you patch in a recorder you

automatically cut off the loudspeaker.

I hope this helps in some smallkway, such as giving
you points of argument in approaching local dealers.

é;;;;i;iiom us both,

jaw

Sometime when you've nothing better to do and have a moment ,
I wish you'd jot down an explanation for 0ld Receiver Road.
There must be one. It certainly defies guesswork.



