10/19/70
Dear Jim,

S0 meny incredible coincidences are involved in your letter of tueléta,
end in itself it is so interesting, I snswer it first or tue lerge meil todey.
My wife is doing some ‘temporary Wwork for s friend, walca weans I tske uer im o
twon in tuemcrning. I tuen pickup tue meil at toe post office snd begin tue day
answering it ratuar tusn naving tue dey interrupted lster in tuae morning woen it
is left in out box. I cennot see tue rosd from our secluded homs, end often, if the
meilmen is lste, + make seversl trip, esci of 1,000 feet. While tue exercise is
geod, it comes et & bad time, & when I can I pick urp tuem=il. I noticed letters
from seversl younger correspondents snd wss tuinking sbeout them driving gome.In
one case I wss planning tue sntici~sted needs of the reply, snd taey desl with a
veriant of tiie generstion gep. In tue second case, tust of s first-generstion
Americen, there is an entirely diffe ent story I now csnnot ge into. Some dey hwm
- when, hopefully, I sm out tuere, perheps it will interest you.

Recently I was visited by & radicelized young writer friend with a

‘comranion who'd gone to Cubs tr heln with tue harvest. If you'd beard what I told
them, without good recertion, you'd know Low closely we tuink., They are sll Che,

witaout resl understending, only dedication. Thuey were unrecevtive to my criticism
" of nis bolivien futility, rejected my suggestion they read his disry eni ask them-
gelves if it wes ever more thsn s futility (I wes once sn sutnentic Latin-Amer fca
exvert, good enougi to cell tue turns in revolutions before reached), snd chsl-
lenged toem to believe in ®he's Bolikis venture end ileo et the same time.

I did net kuow of your Ching experience, but sgasin you touch my past.
It is I who resurrected Lvans Fordyce Carison from oblivion, when I wes free-lsncing,
1'd been Vasnington correspondent for Click, Moe Annenterg's enl tnen toird-largest
picture magazine, iy exposes - I think I cen without immnodesty desceribe them as
the best on the Nazi cartels - got "alter (Moe mes 1n jeil) ie saciel diffieulties
wito hie Main Line friends and finencisl difficulties with tue "tmerice First®
Chicego banks thet held the Annenberg psger., Click got clesned out snd its searce
vaner wes used to start Lielidey or Seventeen or someother success, for the chonged
policy made a failure of the megazine that ned, vninuely, msde money on circuletion
2lone. One of tue stories on wuici 1 wss vorking wuen tue ax fell was Carlson's.
I s0ld it to e smell megazine, since folded, for $100. They showed i1t to Heasders
Digest, wuoicunoffered tuem $1,0C00 for it if tue Ligest coulc plent it elsewuere.
There spperently was some fear of leftist connections. Tae editor figured if it was
vortu tuet tc bue Yigest it vas wortn tast tc oim to build his megezine and turned it
down. Result: the waole tuing wss plageirsized, including wust ceme from it, the
movie Gung 2ol (Hy title, tool....almost toe Isst tuing 1 did for Click wee s story
rredicting everytuing Japen soon did {sppesred 9/15/42), with s eingle error-I
predicted an sttsck on tue Amur River line. This dsted back to the very eesrly 30z,
when as a student I wes e frien® of a Vhite Ruesien scientist who! fled tn “hins,
where nhe'd become the eouivelent of troe Secretery of Agriculture. he was nrobably
the world's greetest exnert on sov beens. He hed s cony of the Tanaka Memorisl he
gave me. 1 toen did seversl pieces on it, one syniicated by tae old thilsdelrphis
Ledger syndicete, srd remcmbered it st the right time. I then did sn enormous smount
of checking, witn the help of tue Chinese Embassy in DO, whichw was sble %e provide
such things as 014 end more recent mens. It is eimply beyond belief how 0ld Tensks
was talken literslly. The rest wes snslysis....I wss doing radio news at the time
Chisng fell (and wae femilier witn his esrlier career snd tne other events from my
cwn resding, like Malrsux). “hst few people understsnd is toat everybody wented to
get rid of him, As fast sc we treined ang ecuipped & division snd sent it forward, it
deserted, from top general to last privete. 1 followed tuis closely then. Such
things got bare mention, but they were reported-and missed,..

Keiser: I hnsve read toe condensation only
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Based on tuat, I'd say ne is muecn better tunn en Epetein. I hope to find out soon
for I've made two eflorts to get in truco witn uim to offer him whet 1 meve tnst

1s, pernsvs, relevant and mey sddress whst from tuie condensetien he finds es

voids in ais case. If you read COUP I (waica Hal bes), you'll understand. ‘nis
reletes to tne Duarte nloy and its renificetions, a1l the most extremest the
radicel rieght. Velker, uergis, Bringuier, Femebaz, ete., 4And I've a tit on the

Atab ripht extreme in LA, including a weslthy one,..I Suppocse most of us with

some politicasl understending immedietely conceived some form of the seemingly
impossible. In my own and imredizte forumlation, I just figured somebow he'd been
turned on et the rigat time, really bsfore enytoing camo out. Notaing else made sense.
1 was perueps more snocked than most tecause 1'G predicted Bobbyts assassination, in
writing, as recentiy ss tuat Jenuary in e letter Yo Jess Unruh snd it is my story
toat liark stole end jazzed into tne incredible with Lis "too meny guns" bit. 1 got
it not from any "emmissary" but from & Bobby man on a business trip, one 1 kmw,
I've come to underrtand & bit about "turning on" beczuse of the flettering number
of concerned strsngers to wuom I've done tals, - litlout intending it. One wio I've
never met, and e very rbight one, bsving ssked snd gotten tuie estimste of whet I
believed benind tue Bolby assaseinetion, sent me = movel that ie, in some weys,
closer tuen what we sl tubught of, the Menchurien Cendidete. 1t is The Billikin
Courier, by T.C.Lewellen (Rendom uouse/Topulsr Library). But your reporter's ax
" fomment is, I thin, very vslusble, for 1t tends tn confirm, as e ~ualifiagd,
. experienced observer can...There ie snother part of my psct that come to mind et

toe time of the killing: the great strengta of thies very small men, I spent

several months during WW IT guerding ¢ locked ward in s very large mentel héspital
the Army had teken over.,The soldier in the% ward hed tne onlv key. Not even the
nurse on duty wuen there was no doctor, not even tue doctor, uweld tue key. During
all tas hours I spent tusre, 1 neveor sew 8 man waen he wes violent, rever udd e
single csse of misbelavior to wcnile. Lowever, one night just sfter my detseil hed
been relieved, one of tae soldlers, also a =mell men, protably tue smsllest md
certsinly, %o my observaticn, tae most docile, went of his rocker. Sevem men, sll
strong soldiers and one s Tormer regimenta) judo exgert, couldn t nandle aim. e
torew tuem and frow tue sccounts take tuis literslly, like corks., Then tue

nurse decided sne ued to try, s rsther daring tuing. (She Was & orotty girl sdd

& sensitive oue wio was also naving sn 8fTair witn e perfectly rati-nsl patiest

who wes bucking himself a Section 8.) She walked u- to tois wild donnybronk snd

very quietly addressed tue pstient ty his lest nsme, chiding him juet a oit. At

the seme time sue ssked the other to withdraw, end thev did, She taen just talked

to tile man, explained thet wasi as wes dojrg was bed - for everyone, including him-
end what he bad to help her dn. Believe it or not, he assented to her lsshing him

to ais best wita o devico more restraining tusn o etreight jacket, and sas did it,
entirely slone, witaout s bit of troublee... 2t some point one of the younger nf us,
teling e doctoreve at Mayo in peychology, will probeblv sddress Aimself to tais
senect. I've not encoursged him to think of it now becesuse he is working his way

end hic orsls comes soon. ce is tue one to do it. I tuink Re'll be sble to come

up with sonething... One other thing from tne pest (end enother expensive vlsgiarism-
I must ssund rsrancid!) comes teo mind. The lect toing on woien I worked in 0SS
before getting sx medicsl discluarge was the secret historyr of its secret operations,
1 ned tue wuole tuing cutlineg, all tue researcn done anz tue writing begun wnem I
was civilienized end hired back ee 8 consultent in e different psrt. Thstkxw

originegl w-rk wes done in o siiop largely steffed witn sinllywood vec ples. The work

was somehow taken, lock, =tock snd cese histories, =nd appesred, with consumste
Tidelity, in 0.5.S.,in waica sagney storred. Tus part tust was not movie msterisl
hed to so with the unbelievstle emphssis on psychistry, pesychiatric testine, cte,

If yru want to know the extremeo to vhich tais was cerried, one o7 tue teams jots to
which I wes gleo sssigned was the vreraretion of new school texts for the day when
we He? Aan ‘rmy of “cecupstion in Japen. To preare us for tuis, we were supplied

with 211 sorts of such stuff. Pne I still recsll vividly wes e scholsrly dissertetion
on dew tae Japenese character is formed by wiet was represented ss Jepsnese bowel
hebits! CIA hed gone much further, from every indication I've been eble to gtbe s

S0, what I am seying is tnst immedistely I nsd good reason to develop tne belief I've
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since seen no reeson to consider impossivle,

The redicslized writer to wuom I referred eurliesr begon and ebendoned
wiet might Lave been vroductive work on toe Mslcolm ¥ segassination. he did get
to tue point where the officiel story cennoi be sccepted. I “hink tris is onesf the
things tast redicslized him. ae begen es a peecenik. he is very bright end 8 good
investigator. <e dig very good tulngs for me. Tue militent tlecks took sn cversimnli- g
fied nogition. This fits soment yrut other comment. Ac one tnld me, "Ve Imow tuoe !
CIA did‘it, 80 wQy vweste time cn itv" I do not for s single minute really btelieve !
thet ol° Muhammed wes behing it. I bope some’ny scon tn be eble t~ talk witu one
Who wes his secretary for years, v close frimnd of a close friend.

Returning to Sirusn, 1 found what for me is & clue in his "Gefense",
If he could, in thet merass of "scientifie" evidence tost must Leve set psycaistry
beck 25 yeurs, Tairly bve said to asve préctised self-nypuotism (ena Lere agein I
refer to The Billikin Courier), wWhat reascn i= tuere to believe it impossibleoxr
even improbable tast another or otners figured in tuis?

wual's caution sbout tue LA peo vle is worth heeding. He was recently
told by one of tiue more far-out onés thet the story of the Dryer besting is s
fake., I've ned some geslings witu somemx of the people Chsrachn uses, end they
ere totelly wituout credibility. Some sre self-seekers end phonies. & trusted
LA reporter wio is & fiiend recently told nme ¢f sreaking to Nogucoi. re quotes
+“oguchi 8s saying tust while %here sre cuestions thot were not enked, they sre
not, rewlly, tuet relevent. Reporter ciecked the sveilsble footage snd find no
crnfirmetion of wiet Chersch e8ys. I heve no doudbt thst tne guerd was es described,
from my own previous, extensive experience with such types, accurately. But tois
ie not toe seme se proof tnet e 4id whet was slleged. I em willing to be liee it
preslble (I right new heve & good source inside tae Sinutemen, so I em current
with extremist thinking), but so ere mspy otber things, The taing that meaet
impressed me wvbeut ChoraecL's case ls the Izsacs ascocistion wicn it. 1 under-
stand, without cetsils, thst he cooled. And I 8m most concerned by tue flocking to
it of tucse wuo were net ingecuretely deseribed ss out "merginel rerinoids"”, tucse
otherwise fine end balenced people who on tnis subject ere our lunstic fringe.
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I enhoyed your letter e much I'm teking too much time. Onx guerrills
warfare in {ue cities: do vou visusllze the entire city starved cut tc starve a
small end mostly unidentified minority?fresmx I think that whethsr cr not the
guerrillis werfsare cen acconplish & revolution, and Lere I sgree with you, there is X
no noseibility it will not succeed in tne ruin tust it intends. The left extremist ;
sttitude, @e beet I cen undersisnd it frem very limited ssczocistion witi very few, ;
is thet tais gociety doesn't deserve tn survive end it will heve to be utterly §
ruined g6 o nevw ons can suring un from these ruins. They belisve it,..Vet they
cannot clte = single spenteneously-arising, genuinely democratic or leftist goverbmeht i
replszing any ruined Tescist one, ¢

Ve are 8ll in accord ~n Pauls; we sgree ue is not bus sell-out type,
end sgree ne is =o wrong ne uss to know it. I don't know wiaere tuis lesves use
“rom wnst as Lvps been eent, tuere is no erect remnsnt of .is siructure, Ana Le
remaing silent. I have never hsg eny but the grestest respect for Feul angd uis
fine intelligence. Tuere is notning consistent in tais. I elso neve tr-uble
believing he is off en whet js beeoming less uncomnon, sinee Gerrison sna Lane,
en ege trip. But, tuere asve Leen too muny little ones, including from tuose
I'q neve telisved least sugceptible, snd there is current but unrenorted s mgj or
one involving zm & men of woom 1'G not Leve expected it for several yesrs, It
is not entirely impossible, tae mind being wuet it is. None of this addresses the
essence, tie potentiel for harm...If I do not always copex wita these taings
Successfully, I feel * must in esch csse meke the attempt. In suggesting thet
whkat seems like coincidence with imminent federsl distpess msay be other than




only coincidence, I did not heve Peul in mind and I 4id Alverez, In snother

foray into psychiatry {(did the TC held an smeteur patent?), I sugrest tast
airoshima guilt cen express iteelf in reny weys. On smotber approach, tuis is

an errogsnt, sutforiterian men wihose letters (and I asve some) sre not unlike a
pelite fescism, ¢ regarde Limself as beyond gquestioning. Long sgo Fsul told me

of tuir project. “e accepted none of tne supgestions or offers I msde and rether
osteniatiously ignored,tie bellistics expert I suggested he consult. Paul did

not, until recently, indicate this project was Alvsrez' concept, not bis own,

Tue bull Bead aas no: moved tust fare 1 believe Lim. 5o, tas question of coincidence
involves 4#1lvarez' connections and interests, not Poul's, I connot conczive thet

tLey could coincide, If we were to regard tuis 8s & normsl Alverez-type reaction, then -

tue last reusoneble date for it ie the Shaw trial, tue most ressonztle lste 1967
or early 1968,

I o hope you sgsin gebt a clenee $0 "run 2lrag at 4his greot length*,
> =

rmust get %o otuer things. I'1ll be writing more on other things soon. Sorry
tuere ien't time to correct typos. Bsst o you betik,

&

Sincersly,
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16 October 1970

Dear Harold:

First of all, on the chance that you might not
otherwise see it, we're enclosing a copy of Fred Cook's
review of two books in the current Saturday Review, Don't
return it, We have another copy and have made still another
for Hal when he gets back.

As Cook indicates, the Newman book on LHO is
rubbish -- at least 95 per cent. We have seen a copy and
looked through it briefly. Cook accurately describes Newman's
determinaton to prove that Oswald was really after Gen.
Walker, etc. This is an expensively produced and printed
book, and we can only assume the possibility that it was
subsidized as a possibly useful distraction or red herring.
Same publisher as Milton Brener's book on Garrison -- also
an expensive job.

We have not seen the Kaiser bokk on the RFK
assassination, but you will note the price of $9.95, so
the possibility of another subsidy job has to be kept in
mind. Dutton, however, is a better known publisher and
I would think less likely to be roped in on such a deal.
If it IS a subsidized job (and I don't yet think it is,
because I haven't seen it) I would say it could be designed
to serve much the same purpose as Inquest in the JFK case --
that is, admit to some holes in the official story but not
go all the way and in effect demarcate a new line of defense
for those upholding the official story. I'm not saying
Inquest was so designed, merely that it so served.

We are of course interested ®in the Kaaser book
on Sirhan because it is built, apparently, around the same
hypothesis we arrived at within a few days after the RFK
killing. We mentioned it to no one until a rather sharp
reporter from my office, not at all conspiracy-minded,
came back from covering Sirhan's arraignment in Los An-
geles. He volunteered what amounted to confirmation of
our inferential impression that Sirhan was behaving in
anything but a normal fashion, even for a Jordanian
immigrant boy. "He's a strange little man," said the
returning reporter. "Acts perfectly natural part of the
time, and then will suddenly shift into a sort of trance-
like state." He asked me what I thought, so I told him
(and. I'm sure he's long ago forgotten about it) that
students of the assassinations had subjected the preceding
three to analysis for the possibility of the Manbhurian
Dandidate vprinciple being present. Someone tried to fit
@swald zinto this pattern, but there was little in his
bghaviogr to suggest he was under hypnosis. As you
pointed out, he blew his cover in New Orleans,and pre-
sumably was trying to make a comeback in Dallas, and so
found himself set up as he himself said, as a patsy.
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As for the Malcolm X killing, not very much really is known
about that, but enough to conclude tentatively that a simple
hired mob job considered quite good enough to get rid of
such an uppity nigger and that no one saw any necessity of
calling in anything fancy such as someone under hypnosis.

Nob was hypnosis needed to keep James Earl Ray in line.
He was on the lam. He would do as he was told,

In the case of Sirhan, however, it appeared obvious from
the beginning that something much more exotic and subtle was
at work than in the other three cases, We considered every
possibility we could think of, but always returned to the
working hypothesis of hypnotic programming as the only one
covering all the inherent contradictions in the known facts
about the erratic behavior of this timid little Arab who was
supposed to have pulLiéd off all by himself such a violent and
suicidal mission,

My friend at the office said nothing to all this, bbviously
out of courtesy, and has not mentioned it again. However, the
more we hear and read about Sirhan, particularly since he has
been up here at San Quentin, the more we are convinced that
he is still under some such influence at times, If Book's
review of the Kaiser book is representative, it appears that
Kaiser reached a similar conclusion -- on the basis of much
more detailed knolwedge of the case, of course -- BEFORE the
- two recent developments which greatly strengthen such a
theory. These are the reported existence of more bullet
holes and bullets than Sirhan's revolver carried, and the
presence of the security guard trailing RFK who some claim
could have fired the fatal shot at a range close enough to
satisfy the coroner's report about powder burns. (Hal says
the people plugging the security guard theory are suspect in
the minds of a good many local students in 14),

On the last page of kW% your good letter of the 12th you
discuss the imminence of guerrilla warfare, and you probably
know that a good many people in the establishment agree with
you on this, and that their answer ig to get toughk. You are
quite right, the people in New Orleans are left only the
unacceptable and the unbearable as a choice. It seems to me
that the administration's answer is: So what ? What can they
do about it except commit mass suicide ? So let them.

You are also right in prointing out that the youhg have no
Mao or Che they can follow. I think the American Mao will
appear at the right time, but he will have to have a different
answer than either Mao or Che, one that suits American
conditions, and I frankly cannot yet imagine what that
answer is going to be unless there is a murderous depression
that so wrecks the general standard of living that far
vaster numbers of people are going to be in a revolutionary
mood than at present., If I understand history at all, no
revolution -- and particularly any revolution V\tinged with
Marxism in any considerable way -- can get going until the
majority of people see nog¥ other way out,
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In the meantime there are lessons to be learned from both
Mao and Che, and I'm not sure the young have learned them at all.
NMao never even approached success until he forgot what he had
learned from Russian Communism and based his policy on Chines e
conditions, In case you've forgotten, the Chinese Reds trie
to-base their revolution on a rather non-existent urban
proletatiat in the 1920s, and this ended in the twin disasters
of the battle of Ch'angsha and Chiang Kai-shek's betrayal at
Shanghail in 1927, The reds retreated to the wilderness of
south China, and there adopted Mao's strategy of basing the
revolution on the area where the most people and human misery
were concentrated, the countryside, Chiang realized what
was up, waged relentless civil war in the early 1930s in which
millions were slaughtered. He drove the Reds to the Long March,
which took them to another wildermess in Shensi, where they
re-applied Mao's grixmmiz principles of basing the revolution
on the rural peasantry, where they built up their strength until
in the wake of the Japanese occupation and World War II they
could take over. The general atmosphere was one of such despair
that their programy looked better by that time even to city folk
than they chaos in which they had lived for so long. Mao's
principle is his familiar saying that revelutionaries must
operate among the people as a fish swims through yater. This
was possible among the Chinese rural peasants, and it is why
he succeeded. It is why Che failed, km&® because his shoestring
band in Bolivia was a conglomeration of people from all sorts
of Latin American nations, not just Bolivians.

The scene in the United States is wildly different., Rural
America is of course vastly changed since I grew up on a Missouri
farm, but it is no more capable of rallying to a revolution now
than were the bourgeoisie of Shanghai in 1927. That leaves the
cities, and while the young know and quote Mao's saying about
swimming among the people, I see no indication that they .
realize its full implications. In the Negro ghetto, certainlyw,
blacks can cperate; but can this ghetto support guerrilla <
activity involving whites as well ? And a city can quickly
be isolated and starged out. That was the trouble with Mao
Tze-tung. Assuming you could find him, you couldn't starve him
out because he had the people with him, and you gannot isolate
a whole flood plain or province or other large geographical
entity containing a food-producing population -- at least Chiang
Kai-shek never was able to do it after World War II because his
troops just went over to the Reds sooner or later. We have a
long way to go in this country before such general demoralization
and chaos are reached, although it could be sooner than one would
like to think,
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Now to Hal. We have heard nothing further from him, but
expect®m him back probably this weekend on the basis of a
remark we think we heard him make about having two weeks
vacation. We shall of course let you know of anything he
has to say, especially if he does not stop and see you en
route home, '

Right here let me say how much we appreciate your
confidence in us and assure you it will be respected. 1IN
that vein, I think we should agree that neither of us
should indicate to Hal in any way that this discussion has
gone on. He could be deeply hurt by it, particularly if he ;
should learn about it in some unfortunate way. He has access :
to our assassination files, so if you can remember to do so
it would be well to put anything further you may have to say
about him on separate sheets.

It's typical of him that he never has mentioned the
brother §o us, nor the existence of the older man from
whom he is supposed to have enticed Cheryl. We have no
idea who it could be, and probably would be none the wiser if
we did.

If T were you I would not let Hal's silences in his
present state bother me,. As you know, he is capable of
great and all-consuming concentration, and this facility
is operating full blast at present, to say the least., He
has not shown his present preoccupation to me so much --
although he has been quite frank about saying he is "serious",
-- but in other ways has let Jenifer understand how fully
he considers himself committed. There have been telephone
conversations where he could talk ¢f nothing else,

We think, both of us, that fundamentally he is greatly
embarrassed and divided in his loyalties in the case of Paul
Hoch. He finds it impossible to believe that Paul would be
a® in any way a party to a sell-out or snow job, and yet,
he cannot dismiss your shhrply defin!pd criticisms. We

ourselves share this to some extent, unable to conceive
how Paul could lend himself to such an off-the~track
enterprise, and certainly unable to dispose of your
arguments, We think that if Hal has been slow to deal
with this problem in his correspondence with you it has been
due more to embarrassment and frustration kiemm —— and, of
course, something much bigger on his mind -- so that he has
unconsciously delayed and proerastinated where ordinarly he
would not.

We agree with you on the objective commcidence of the
Alvarez project with the state of ke your own affairs, and
as you have said, this sort of thing has happened before.
However, this would be an entirely new role for Paul, and
until considerable more evidence is in I would file it
among the coincidences, keeping a watchful eyeg on it, of
course, and try not to let it worry me too myjch.
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You mention how little we all know of Hal. This is certainly
true of us, amazingly so, considering how long we have worked
with him and how much we have been drawn to this most unygsual
young man from the start -- not merely because we happened to
be interested in the same thing, but because of khimself as a
person, He just doesn't talk about himself ordinarily,
presumably from long habit acquired either from his family
background or from his Army experience. And I think the one
thing he has told us which you might not already know is
that in the Army he was in G2, explaining much of his
analytical bent, possiblg also some of his caution and
unfailing correctness in conversation.

For instance, we had known him at least two years before

he said something one day to let us know he was Jewish. Perhaps
he had me doped out as a wasp -- it's true I come from wasp
stock but it's also true I'm a third generation agnostic so
a good deal of any inherent waskpXmgkExxx washpishness was
suppressed as far as possible, and Jenifer is of course
entirely cosmopolitan in her background and outlook. Anyway,
we wsemx had attended a meeting with Hal at which Jonn Christian

(the only time we've met him, and once is enough) engaged in
one of his flights during which he insulted everyone in the
room and also managed to insult Jews as Jews. I was fuming
about this @fterward and Hal asked, "What Jews ?" I named
those who could have been Jews, and he added quietly that he
was Jewish too, We could have wished that he had told us
this sooner, because it went far to explain hsgs intelligence,
his sensitivity and his guts.

He also said something once which led us to conclude that
his parents had immigrated to this country, which I think
explains a good deal of his seeming aloofness and reserve,
even some of his tunnel vision in extreme cases and his
singlemindede devotion to whatever is on his mind. At
first, we thought this might be a manifestation of the common
American trait of narcissism -- in the sense that narcissism
is a stage we all go through when we know only ourselves and
know absolutely NO one else, and from which some individuals
never emerge, but remain basically isolated from real contact
with other people.

This of course is not true with Hal. He has more than a
normal supply of empathy when it's turned on. I suggest he
is a product of that generation gap so common among Nisei and
second-generation Chinese in this country. They grow up in
two worlds and under two value systems -- that of their parents
in the immigrant home, and that of the world outside -- school,
playground, society in geemeral. Many never feel they belong
go either world., I don't think Hal has been affected that much,
but somewhere along the line he learned to be closemoutheg
about himself, probably because he got kicked in the teeth
one way or another when he wasn't.
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We hope very much that the 8heryl affair will not blow
up on him, because we both sense he has been searching, since
long before Cheryl. In regard to her, you'll recall I said
early in this correspondence that she either was what she seemed
-- a very nice, quiet girl, or a consummate actress. In view
of the Kaiser book I now have to mentionm& one other and most
unplesant possibility, that she could be functioning under some
influence which she may not be entirely aware of. I doubt
this, and bring it up only because it seems conceivable and
to neglect it coudd be dangerous. Certainly during the one
time we saw her we saw absolutely nothing to suggest she was
not behaving entirely normally. But objectively both the
older man and Hal could be training assignments, let us say.
The trouble is, of course, we know so little. Perhaps we'll
know more and be in a better position to have an opinion when
Hal gets back.

I apologize for runhing on at this length. You have the
assurance that there is unlikely to be a repetition, since
we're finishing up two weeks vacation during which we just
stayed at home, taking it easy, and catching up on a few
things. When I'm working at the office I have neither the
time, the strength, nor the will to write at such excessive
length. But we will try to keep you informed of anything
relevant after Hal gets back,

Let's all hope for the best. He has great potential for
love and happiness, and it would be tragic for it to be wasted.

Sincerely,




