2/17/1L

Dear Jim,

finally got that legal encrmity filed yesterday, 111 pages of argument, law,
doctrine, respense and accusations, also motions, plis 28 exhibits running twice that
many pages, as I fell apart about as soon as I did. Now I've got sic weeks of cleaning
up to do, and fast, because I'm going to Memphis Tuesday foi the Ray heuring Friday and
to do a little lookin' and Listenin'., And, annoyin',

On Hal, if I can agree with everything you say, I add one thiisg:t he's hung up on
sonething., *his is too inconsistent with his past in his present silence, I imply
nothing sinister, merely that he will not discuss it or hasn't yet understood it himself.
On the contact, please, when you can, ask him to drop that. I've arranged it directly
by mail, the way I didn't went to. He has been and may currently be the subject of some
offic:.al interest, but I decided to run the risk. On the Property Owner, fine, if and
when he can, R.'Lght bow it locks like 2,500 pages, including such thot supe,t'flclally is
worthless but can't be assumed to be. I'm getting every page.

But I'm glad Paul's t'ing hasn't turned him off, I fesr it had overvhelmed him
with futility. I have not and never had and doubts about Hel or his interest or inetntions.
I know the preblems of money only tco well,

I wonder is that he is "miserable and discouraged" is mmickt¥e entirely from lack
of employwent. I hope it is. I wish I'd know earlier that his friend with the tax
business couldn't use him, for with a brushup before the seasons I'm sure he ecould have
located with HeRl Block. Too lute now.

When you see him sgain, please try and persuade him that ¥z he is not and should not
consider himself in the middle om the melon business. I think, however, that it is his
own attitude toward it that accounts for his lack of cousumication with Paul, Hal has
no obligations or responsibilities with it or for it, As of now, I'm datiSfied that we/I
killed it. From all indications, absent real cunning and deception; this is the case.

About soue of the kids he is right. Two of the best with whom I work are of those
years. Their concern is with the iptegrity of society, and that is the keystone, once
they understand, the touchstonc. Amd cn the point of their umwillingness to believe
any official story, I think that a1l the court papers to this point in my suit for
the clothing/pix, with an introduction of a few pages and a few facsimiles of the DJ
written lieg t0 me, would make a runaway underground beok simply because it documents
what these kids Mnow in their guts more than in their minde, The fact is that what
I files §ust yesterday is longer than Eostein's book,

I can't antifipate its effect, but if the judge takes the time to read all of that,
the hearing will be somewhat electric. I accuse and preove perjury, by the head of the
Archives, of what umder the camoms is misconduct by the USAtty, and the intent to trap
me into default. Which is not the kind s of pleadéngs to which Courts are well
adjusted. We'll have await thevunravelling of time,

Unlike what I wrote, I'll have to keep the ribhim copy of the original because of
the possibility of errors in what 1 submitted. However, if you want to load yourself
with 110 pages, legalesize and most 1% space, I1'1l lemd you a carbon. I do not encourage
i¢, And there is, Im Washington, a clear xerox of the original from which copies can
be wade at about 4¢ per page. I arranged that before filing,

If I have anything for him, I'11l send it to you and ask you to keei) it. He lives at
a sieve that is under comstant infra-red illwmination.

Never worry about me expecting anything promptly unless I indicate it. Onee upon a



time I was the world's wost impatiemt mam. Today, mno matter how much I push myself, I
never rush and I am slways asking, should this wait. lesterday I was offered an all-
expense trip to New Orleams by someore who wants me to do souething there that he can't
do for himself and can afiord it. I tocld him that much as I'd welcowe a chance to get
back to N.0., and wany things as I still want to do there, to wait at least two months
because it 15 premature. I've levarned to await that rising im the tide oi' the ailairs

of men a3 I learn to wait the ripening of the persimwon (if you've ever eaten a wild one
not ripe, you kuow what I mcan!), My ulcer is lhealed, and the only time it ever gave me
any trouble¢ was [rom incorrect wedicatjon for a mechamical problem, I've adjusted to
almost everything, including the fact that, in the society in which we live, what we seek
will be long coming. So, we work toward it, hoping that any one thing can accouplish it,
but not kEkiwwxx selfsdeceived by the anticipation that it will. If Hal never speaks

to Proletty Owner, I'll not be bothered & bit, much as I hope he will and that said P.O.
will turn on. This attitude has developed to the point that + now have only ar academic
understanding of Hal's frustra tion aud depresseion. If this sounds mx cold, » live with
a debt between $75,00. and $40,000 in size, a small regular income Tor ouly the first
quarter of *the year (my uife'ss, end it doesn't any longer iuterfere with uy work or my
desire to work. iAnd, I regret to say, with complicaiions and problems Hal can't begin to
concetve.) But he need makc no apoiogics. The one thing that bothers me is what bothers
you, his reluctance to pen a brief note. But please don't suggest it to hia. Lot Lim
work whatever it is out. ’

I've been expecting u locel-puaper intorviewer because of the P.W. review I think
I sent you. %+ learned how rcully turned on the roviewer was only yesterday. He had a Iumhs
lunch dete last wewk with the pers director of Randon bouse, and seems to have spent wuch
of it (for which seid pere director had other purposes) raving about FRabE-UP, Butii, she
appears to have been nice enoughgto have phoned the publishers and told them of this,

1il has the le.ter reminding her that I want her to get some Chinese trousers on the
coffee table as a remindur. Last night she worked wntil 11, completing a dogzen iucome-
tax returng. Ususliy I have o awaken her. She was Up before six this a.ie. snd in .he
office long before 8. She'll write about them, thanks,

I still know nothing about the ~ or any- promo plans for the book.

Best,



D

In other words, it's clear that this problem is counsunming
all his energies. He says he has not seen Paul, and hardly talked
to him in the past few months, and then by televhone. Cur impression
is strengthened that he is acutely uncomforteble at being in
the middle of the melon dispute and that he is deferring or
avoiding comping to grips with it. In this connection we have
nothing to indicate that Paul could have turned him off —— %00
little contact, I'd say.

He is attending night school, brushing up on his German,
which he says ne understands fairly well, with the idea that he
might get a job with an American firm in Germany. He has obtained
a list of such firms and is sending job applications and resumes
to them. He says the pay there is far better than anything
he could obtain here, the tax situation perfect for the first
18 months, and that opportunities at least exist there with a
better prospect of somethiig materializing than here, although he
says he would much prefer a job here. Ve presume the fact that
his girl friend is still there cannot be counted out of this
equaticn, although he appears offhand in his references to her,

We believe him when he says he is still interested in our
mutual concerns. He mentioned one specific minor lead he is
anxious to follow up but hasn't been aqay to because of his job
hunting. For another he said he recently has encountered a number
of young people who were in their very early teens at the time of
the JFK assassination, who nmissed the ippact of it entirely, and
to whom the whole question is an entirely new world. When they
do get a glimpse into what has been going on, they are quite as
shocked and outraged as if it had just happened, and in Hal's
opinion constitute a whole new generaticn of kids whose interest

is easily aroused. This differs frcm the speculation I indulged
in in my last letter to you, to the effect that he wouild not get
a cless organized at this time. He obviously thinks there's a
whole new crop, one that doesn't buy ANY official story amd is
quite prepared to mistrust this one and becone exercized about it.

From what I have said, about Hal's depressed state and the

priorities he feels compelled to accept, I hope I have not misled
you into expecting prompt action on thetwo requesits you made of
him, althoygh we both feel sure he will do what he can as soon as
he feels able to do it. We think he feels as we would: that
anything we might undcortake for your deserves to be done as weikl
and as thoroughly as iossible, and that we would be doing you a
disservice if we allowed you to think we could do more, or do it
sooner, than we might be avle to under the owmrixtisms conditions
that govern our capabilities. He's very unhappy, and, as he

put it, has been just too absorbed in trying to find a2 job and
even just stay afloat,to take on anything else.

liot much comfort, of c-urse, but there it is. Let us know
if we can help in any way. And best from us bvoth,

Jjow



11 February 1971

Dear Hgrold:

This replies to yours of Jan. 31 in which you had two
items to be turned over to Hal. ‘e hod been trying to reach him
by teleghone, but had never been able to make connections. When
your letter arrived, we continued trying to reach nim and he
called back on the 7th and came cut on the 8th. We had not secen
him since before Christmas. I was working the night of the 8th,
and so missed him, However Jenifer kept excellent notes and I
think I can give you a fairly comprehensive updating.

He says ne will make an effort to contact the property
owner, but in this,as in the other project, you will have to make
allowances form Hal8s current limitations and priorities.

In regard to the other man, Hal does not even recall
his name, but does remember the person and knows whom you're talking
about. He says he will have to dig back into his notes, now more
than wo years old, and then make an effort to contact him=and set
ur the arrangements you wish. He has that separate sheet you
wrote on this matter, and says that if he cannot locate this man
readily he will go to his old address and try to trace him from

there. ) ; . . :
Ag he read through ycur moin communication ne came to

the part =m# where you remark that he seems turned off and said
that he was NOT turned orf, was still just as interested as ever
and indeed more fascinated than ever, but that he has been so
desperately preoccur@ed with finding a job that he simply has not
found the time or spirit to tackle something as involved as he
apparently thibhks writing to you would entail., He said something
to the effect that when ke was working, he could come home, turn
it oftf, and »lunge into working on his real interest without
difficulty. Now, he says, he finds he can't do this. For our part
we don't see quite why he can't write you at least a note to
reassure you, and he said well, maybe he would, but it was
obvious he seems to think he cannot resume without resuming

more or less totally.

He is miserable and discouraged. He has canvassed the
job field throughout the entire Bay Area and has found nothing
excent one opening in Richmond which depends upon the disability
retirpment of the incumbent, and has no feeling that this is
likely to materialize in time. In the meantime, the tax return
Job on which he was counting collapsed cn him tecause the employer
cannot afford his services. He is on unemployment compensation,
which,little as it is, expires before too long. lHe owes money --—

I have no idea how much. I am reluctani to - ive you even these
details but it is necessary to convey the pressure under which
ne feels himself.

He consumes lorg hours standing in line at employment
asencies (he says the situation there is much worse and congested than
during his last experience with tnem) and then more time traveling
all over for job interviews, often having to co.e back later when
someone isn't in.



