5/11/71
Dear Ja,

itemember the story of the Hoon Cursers, t.ose east-comst piratce whose work veguired the
night be daxk? Well, we this zorning and all night, had the exes tlonally tright moon
that, in cur Therwopene howe, is like the sum. Although Ifwe boen trying hard to get more
sty this nade it imposuibdle, so I'1l catch up on the Lalsnes of the sccurulated matil
vefore leaving for Washingtona

Firg{, howevor, I uent 1o ask the two of you to zet a book, reai it and checl ue
on what 1 consider possible fpem it. The book i: ncvt being remainderwd Ly Marbore Tor &1,
It is Dorman't, "King of %he Courtroom/Perey Forswen for ths Defenac®s I'm hal fmiay
through it, aided and abetted wu * have becn an incressed physical foiigue thet in twum
was augeented by ons hovr of mowing the gress. That crippled ne for o day! I've rcally goi
to find some way of rebullding tide sglng frome this summer, ox 1'we also go® o gob back
to writing.

The wost sirdicin: thing from the tock so far is that in the Hay case Forcman
viclsted gll hip cardinel principles, dié everyihing he mover éid, and dice't do what
he always dida 4n fect, I have o deposition he made in tho Ray civil sult which says
exactly the opsorite Dorman's basic tenet of Forsnen's method, tha® he always uekes the

meet dedaliled professionsd invesiigation prior to sny arse, locluding wven the jury.
He made nore at all withk lay, one of the things thet sct ze on cdgees It would, if your
copy of FuU hai roached you yot, Lave buen one of hin sasier cuscse

This is a strange man, strange as he 1g sh.rp. One of the wulnks of hic charsotor
is that when he lore: has had no need for money, having much sore than he ven sxtex
wagte if ho spends the rest of his life in that endsavor slone, he ig grezds as can be
about it. He'll tzke sosc cases without fee if they interest ki, but for the wost part
he con't get enoug. ani bau, in fact during the per { his Ray representation, been
80 execessive aboul this that there is a sting ~court decision against hinm
on just this in Flroids that was issuad efter I fincshed the book (Singleton case)e

1 find tha. throughout his 1ifo he hac reprosented lafia peoples I thing you will
remember my hunch on thize True, in spades, including Civello and dope~ilmporters, which
fits, perfoctly,

Sos one of th: t iugs I should now do Li roscarch these cuseme Ono to which Dorren
draws partioular attention is a Hartford case, I hove no way of tapping the Hartford
morguss excopt through the most uudeped:able, peraroid wan who works thore and has boon
in touch with me, I'd rather not than use that mcans. fave you any idoaxn? But, if vou
could get this bock and ses if 4t gives you aly ideas, it could be helpful 4o noe 1
ezpact one of my youngest fans this weckend, He can repsack the Piges for me this suzmer,
if he hacn't laid out a summer of hia own worke At ldeasty X 11 kuow by the =nd of tao :
weeks But there wil] be places wherc tho lcoal morgues should have nores Practiccs vary
from paper to paper, so I do not kuow what dircct approaches may yisld in any ono cazo,
And, I've not finished the booke I have marked thesc pages, thoushs Others have read
this book, wut what I suspeeted bBfore boginaing 1t gsevis to h ve escuped them, bright
as one in particular ise I dare not trust 4hem with $his gugpicion, for my rodent
expericneces with that trdibe have becn shattering.

HMeanwhile, I scen to h.-ve eatsbliched the kind of rapport I hioped would be possible
with my bird whose cage is not gilded. He han switten of his trust %o another, fron whon
I have leerned it, and apparenily the first thing he did after his rcornt nisadvoiture
was to sit down and pencil me hls longest lotter yet. There is a bit of ags=yet untathoned
ellipsis, I think, but with him one can't be sure, and it includes an indefinite reference
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to sosething he rogurds as prescnting some kind of problem to him for ths past two montha,
a period that exactly coincides with one you may remember for a news story describing

his escapade. Among the thing: this tells me is st nothing he does is really secret,
whether or not he thinks otherwise, That is, whilc the moment he mey thiak he will do
something may 5S¢ unknown, that being entirely within him, the ect of any ideas he nay
have is not unimonwe I suggest, if this is correct, that you give it a oroad readinge L
think the mschivery is workdng as ke does not undzrsiand.

Thore have been broad hints that I ought be gesing hiw sgain, bub nothing resily
cortain Going slonyg with thir is an umt:ual concern for my expenaliture of nore money and
ime snd cnergy then 1 have,

His timdng ywas particulerly bad because the daw efter the fiacco noucone fried 4o
soe M with inforuation he had been avaiting (as had I) and was dended uccess, The
quention that I wonder about iimediamtely is will it reach ne by other wesns? Lhose vho
develcped 1t are among the world's lest dependeble and among those most likely to be
interprotative in & spusial extremist perapective,

Ons of the parts of oy past, really, my youth, of which I've thought several times
recertly 4o u pericd vhen I lived (literally) with FSI and DJ veople in what for that
pordod was a famous Incident, the government's oase againgt the liarlen County coal
ope"atozws ana their dsputy/thugse We 1i ved forst in Harlan town, then a little over
100 miles away ab th. seat of ithe trial, iv foodon. During th o tlue, wiilc oy fucation
was to rcprasz.nb the Senste, to nake our info sveilable fo the DJ, and %o be their
*"nect in duces tecun suhpemss and on the facts or the case (as woll as devils-sdvocate

thew), I also Ton the liquor. We were iu a dry county anf we all dremk, So, periodlcally,
th..y let m: have their armored “ulck and I ran up to Lexington or over the Tennessee line
to Jellicos and brought back the bocsze. [he merkup of the local bootle:sers was bighe

Durdrg tids perdod I 2lso became so clese a frdend of & man old enough 0 Yo my
sreat-grondtather that whomever he got to Washington he always visited me et my office,
for them as now, 1 kept ezcesazlve hours at work, E:och morndng I'd mect him at his quarters
at threc z.m. 2nd we'd wisk in those harsh mountains until about nine, Ho had never been
in a ¢chool cxcept to mpuek, was entirely ssif-sducated, including in the law (he had
beon 14ezov of W Va and was then district counsel for the UMW), and I learmod, I think,
mach wisdom in this fine old gentleman. 4nd I ande local friends, so true that I learned
when 1tlis Jury was fixed and how, which prozpted me to briag sy asrignment there o an ende
Waen we are agaln together you may be interested in how I left and its fomodiate conscquenw
ces, Sig of thr tluiga killed each other within two days, which kept the trial frow being a
compleote wasts of the teupsyers money snd helped make Drian bciehon (father of the atomice
energy act) a Senator.

So, 1 got to know the land and its people, a people many of whom atill spoke aluost
pare Elizebotihem English and who lived by the more violent parts of the old zode of the
frentier, Thoy had been pretty much locked in by thelr inkoppitable wountaing. Frowo this
knowledge and mere receut observation, I aa confivsent that a wen who wanted to logse lim-
slef there would find it Lspoesible without 1t belog pre--arrsnged. Toat land, those
mountatis, arc so rugged that dogs would have no frouble finding mm men who hnd a loag

lead conn them wcloss he had assistance, as with a care vWiithout such acsistance, he would
aave alscab a0 chences of swrvival A7 he were s man whose end Wore desired by anyoue, less
if 4% wore deulred by cany.

Jo much for the flashback bto wmy youths There is little new, smve that I think some
of tho more Jifficult and to this point ussuecossful aporoaches to tbe abdicators of
whon L wrife in P-U ghow prominc, in facd, had 1 ot bad the Yerribie nzud of trying to
Trugtrate (ardeclly) o slupidity of the Cuda and iis director above ali, 1'¢ huve hnd a
appeintment with one o biem zight sefore I left for i¥¥, whon he was in DUe Bui the



disaster that would have followed any use, 2spe then and by “oggs, of that Lacoipetont
and frighteningly inaccurate end doctrdinally wrong theft of oy ldes wag 50 great L had

to be wnsclfish, first in an attempt to aborts it on as friendly a basls a3 possible and
then by dircot comuunication. It is aboried, the prospeats of our achieving soything in
that direction, never too good, now, I think lost, end I missed ny eppoiniment, arvanged
by a black VYongressman. Worse, my provsasiciielly-lnconpetent publishicrs have retuwrned to
me only that part of my material this congressman wented that I alrsedy had, snd not a
single page of the origlnals ho wanted and desired to use! S0, not havigfdiscovered this
wabil last aight, when L packed the bag for this morning, I agedn go enply-hapded, o ilis
mouent, they have not done & single thing rishi, & rather exccpvlonal record, However,

and despite the total suppression by the major madia, ve seom to De waking slight progress.
1 did a show with a youth~oricnted man I'¢ kuown from threc yoars age Lo a differsnt citye
he was then twrned-off conservative nd was radicelized by Chicago- end it went well, wy
now friwns are making time with some of the bkecks, “n fict, & uow Lave «n awam Frow

a group of black intcllectuals, professionclsy wiiters, artioto, ahce, fur my love.tipae
tions &l wrating. Comsidering that for two years I wos never able to gut them Lo iu any
way even regpond on thin, that narks ecme advance. I think the raddcsls hove come to
underatand two thingss that Kigs was their brother and that ho had shiftod in thelir
directions I hope this cen zo Torwazrd, I do cxpect thet ia e a sufTiclent number of
them will join me, pablicly and out loude I think you can wderstend the size of this
endeevor and the basic change: 1t will requlre., But one tries.

1

The press corfereuce nl which the award was rade was to have beor. attended by scme
of the Ssteblichment presse I think +the sbaenece of aoverel, like the Thmes and Newsdey,
is attributable %o the kind of exlgencies you Imow g¢ wall, aot ansihing sinictere Hows
aever, the BI correspondsnt of the kondén Telegraph, who was there, filed a loug shoiy on
the o Gea end, It should have besn a sensation. 1t was ¥1lled oo e deske The reop of the
¢ity-owned station had his story killud, too, later telling e friend it aust have been
too hote But the conwervative Anmsterdam iews, lorgest pgme black paper in HYC, gave 4%
Pe 1y cole 1, above £old. Ehony and Jed and Baszence coversd, Sepla ko been in touch
zince, The Frazilian Chateaubriend papers covered (their correspondent wants to zive a
rerty for we, would kavs given one Friday hod 1 been able to be there, and gave 1% enyway
when I coulén't, haviu; to be in fled, court in Balt. then), And CBC tapod almost an hour
ia their studlos in WYCs I was datcrviewed by the “ational Bngyirer, which then chsnged
format to a first~person story, written for me and not too bad (and I get paid)e it was
vhile 1 was out to lunch with § ¢ aridcles sditor that the news of dagy's at.cupbed
treak roached his desk. The problems have to do with no stiention aud tow depressing
effeot this hes on shelf-ppacs. The Look oan dipappear before it can take off. One o the
cisturbing eigas is that rot one 67 the old media friends phoned for any colirent on +thie
break, a i sign, And not one of the old Friends has done anything with this took. Not one
like Bason, has responded to repeated inquiries, written \for which I've no time) and
Dhoie. T 3o miss Dolan, who woul.d have done goaethlhy aud jotion 1o starivd out Hiurce

% havi an approach out on AGHHT 05¥alD, which is not yuite btupical .ud shows sigus of
steying thet way, and one I have doubt about beczuseol its charssi:r and now 1t mign wmeke
me look,TIT MARDI GRAT SOLUTIONS T0 FOLITICAL ASuas TUAYIONS. It is I would »idicule the
oprortunists and paranoaids, all firsteerson stuff, the srconhants, and try o restoro
our oredibility by casting them out. Tt would be <drficult fov e to do this as lighdy
ey 1% should Le done, but with socd edlting it cowldbe an entertaining as well as an
informative work. If either is acceptad, and the odds ore aguingt i3, it would be o paclage
deal, I've Lem vorking on 4wo cther commercinl thinhs having o relevases to Llidls work,
but in thensclves attractive, In cne L've provided Tive hours of tuped interviews uwith e
womon with en exceptionzl love stcry (whitce/hluc.k) blended with wmsuelly {ragic svenis,
end poy represcnt anoiher Citizne KunceIf nonc blossomy L may do AGENT OSW.JD on prospects
alone, and at least got it off my backe. The.first deep-red traces of sun appssr befwesn
two white pines nnd over s leafing Ruseian ’live, telling me T oomet getd o othor things.

Deoot, ' ‘



