5/24/ 7L
Deal' JB.

Wish I'd hed a chinec o write you a couple of days sooner. As my crogsed lotter shovs,
I'd feared you wighi feel coio 21led to angwer when you dddn't have tinme, lovover, T alse

confess I'm glad, for souc of th.: enclosurcs aro quite valusble snd the others npu Just
plain valusble,

Tou wro corvoct in assuming thot I A1d not dnow of the Atlante postmarice It has a
number of sigmificances, .d I ean't yet dscide whiche Adthough, o8 you will pec s L hed
ond cact doubt on thic identily of the driver, this could be gorroboration of his statenont
%o me that hos war. Howaver, and perticularly in view of e faot thot e didn't tell ue of
this In owing I had doubted he wag, it can also be taken as an indication thot it had been
mailec by womeonc with agocess to hin rospession and mailed to make it seem that he wa- there,
This 15 excephionally honesh in its sbatement of doubts fow A2y Az you will also se=, Gavzer
did whut I rogard as firet-rote work end so credit hime I regard thalt as significant
because hix aivecr of JiK-nasagsination writing is from & boruello,

The threc stories on Ray's attempted break help because thoy add to the existing
- diserepancies of the official accounting of that, that is, in taldng credit for the discoveery,
! ¥ho actually diseovered, ots. Some indicate a poasible buildup in officialdom for the new
werden, Jiade had been quite diffident in writing of ite Zaid 1% was of no importance and
then, in a way that might havo passed undetected through a hasty reading, said what I
interpret to smean ezactly the opposite, The new com issioner of corrcclions :ont out of s
way to say his new warden is the hero, which 4 very much doubt, but which mgy help make i%
possible for o tough warden to et awny with being tougher. -

1 did not have the NYTives 4/2/69 story on Henes (and how I wish I had access to a lisk
of his and Hule's appoarances). It is significant to we in a way it might not be to TOUe
Under onth, in a deponition in Ray's civil suwit, he did everythin,. but sy that “ule
rewrote his Look pleco. It mecms that Huie peid thew, not Look. At lesst, if not that,
soted as Look's agent, but I think the former. Hule protested he was not an editor of
ﬂook, which 1s at beast an evaslon, And it indicates that Hanca, as soon as the plece was
out and vhen appearing wnder Look!s aucpicas, took issue with what appeared under his 1 mee

(I think I have the snawer to & question you will find in tie book, what Hunes got o give
up his contractual rights, but I won's toll Jou until fter youlve road it Remind mR.
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The 3/15/69 Times ploce on the CA docisdgn 49 fascinating and pay also be ol logal

ficance, as 1'11 let th lavyors know, Thie part thal Intrigues me is that on lich yon
do rot coment, the aldicatod dauyor and the alleged associates of the mccusod. The Parallels
ought be sbvious. It rortifies =y hinch,

Hal has not been able to reach Bauon. Ho gaid ne'q try throush Harv, His phoie was $o
be camected this week, I Presune the parddal transerdyt if of hig personal comieats, Thers
is no real mystery of the arrests, although there sesms to bes’ What causes tlis is official
dishonesty and greed for "eredit®s But I played 4t the Bame way, only in uore detail, because
the question is reasonable and vizble and ahould not exlst, This makes his silence leay
comprehensible. Dimbar you are right, Spann has been an exception with me, but I did reach
his producer (who is aiso Dunbars} and no call-back, Long ago, too. .

UPT Joesten story ia gometlting 111 toke to DC next time and ask UPI if one hag to go
out of the seat_of governneint to gut a leglt story on the ire if 1t does not favor the govte
When they sdve seesten eitention, who hasn't eaynsa credibildi ty?

Your Mamdi Gras opinions confirm iy ven fearse It would hav: to bo hondled with an
wndevibating lightnessx of approach and style that are foreign to me, toos Yot at soue
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point something like this will have to be done or we'll never have oreddibility again,
Garrison has just taped a Merv Griffin show, and I chudder to think of it, I'll also not be
looi-ing at 1t, for I'll be workinz or aslceps I've wdtien about 15,000-20,000 words of
AGEXT OSWALD, two long chapters than can be broken down as a submlssion, The second is not
complets, the firat retyped, I'd not be riting this now but after so long a period of late

bedding snd early misfns I just had to 1oy doum $his pume and thers ion's enowzh time before
supnes b alek it up soeii, Lot dntendsd s anfl atioring!

When T trod yorr nalve turf se ,ong ade, the aged lawysr with woom I went carried the
one weapon we hal batwoen w3, a vory small meoket Imifes 8o, we avoided the Briahs, IT they
grow az those we found en roving here, wow, I've hsd them 50 feet loas and rulnin: beautiful
frceds Ao Wy now you imow, L't writhen Hal about 2 colum he dovngraded on thx bird, suggcoting
it not be domgraded and rothod of mwsuing further,

Bon't knocle yoursol: out getting the Dormen book, and it it intiudes into the limited
time you h:ve for realing, aldip ite Bat I vold value your opindons and wha! you sve Just
might trizeer somo rocollcotions, To tii: polnk we ura on conpllbe arreenrsia ol cossilililies.

Breouraging to lmow the mail hae improved, especlally lettors mailsd from eluowliera,
Now that Lil is not working and I'm not tekding hor dn town in the a.me, I o not got the
mall ut tiw peos and L do not ouve the oulgoing mall for then, We have nons watdl 9 pelieg
and I drive into town o make the first of the night:,s departures, whlch helps speed 1t by
8 daye If I mail it in the a.nm,, unless I've &rit’cem‘ very carly, the latest saclosurc will
be of the day berore, Tomorrow I have %o 'go into tewn and will end anythin; ready then and,
unless there is gorething urgent, will nof so inko tovn agmine I L1 B awgy the 1zt park
of the week, with a fool for o client, '

On the eloctronies® I've alrvindy taken your wnanticipatcd adviee, there being 1o real
Seny dealer heve, only jewelry storec that gan order from them, I've ordered their s sacial,
Plugs, having profited from jour earlier ed¥les, and wili thon take all %o the locsl shope
Input end outpnt on the Coneord take the sterdard earphone~size plug, an: 1 have ehough
extre earphones to sunnly thoth, ;

; i
On ¥-U, nov th.t you haye read the First trree of four chaptors, I asik a gonsrel
questlons: ig there anythin: you foupd Jarring in them snd if so whate The eliting there
was extensive, 1 have uy ownt theory which I &b’ not give you, thus you'll uot feed back.

Ky God!l your subuay b;‘onstmctior; is intézmihable.It was a problem the night I fesl
addpop belor> you ot home. And that was 2% years ago. Elder gold to Brentenos cwing mo
money I'1l now never get, Each #ime I wos thede I aspoke to the bookkeeper and eacl time
I wag anked for and sont papers. ! l

Xutmer was herc, f‘u.dﬁal.most an hour instead of the planned %, widch me.ns L% will
not be in the planed sloty L have always found it strange thiat %o now only Bill ¢'Conuell
in LA ever had any interest in mé, I did approach BAT in the ast, Hogativo. I think this
19 now chonpedes Dollums’ silencé on the book puzzles. %o has been getidug oxecllent press
and excopiional DC TV atientleny, Kerry's magnificent appearance was alse done in full g
the educational nof, which 45 also cool to ra, The Wasitngton station reiused o air any=
thing on I'-U, and préviously the Americen Yniv station, their, then local outlet, had.

‘Intellectuals! I axphct to seo fwore of Huttner, The reason he game here (I ap moached hix

when o was in MY during the ngve) 4a boe.uso he is spending mogt of his time in DC, They
have a two="man" gta’f, the oXher a Yargo Adler who did (which Ry mean no morc than
ree.rﬁng) news in §Y¥, Sie und ofthfars thare had read the vooke K hadn't at idme on intomricow.
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Your suggestions re publisher are not new, evervhody slse being pretiy expliclt in
expressing the same opinion, There is a basdls for i% nobody knows. I tond to belleve it
is the melding of incompetence, arrogence, esd on the sart of th? ons who ic supposed to
hrndle such things, plus their lack of cashe I have not yet gotten thz second part of the
"advance”, slthouzh when I press for instalmonts to nect imcediate emergenciesy I oventually
get them. The rost suepietous thing of =11 i their Tirzet rpinting of mici: Less than requirved
to weot the cost of the advonce. That was peally cresy i in ocund, fon the sodig-beck-tom
press copt s grect. And suppone ey have to pay me the advinee anyway? I roelly dp not
knos the angiore Az L mut 1% to them, 4 they hed sold out after asontracting, could they
heve  performed differently? Thelr ntupidities are aush that I can takte the boolk away fiom
them at any Hime, I am eonfident, Sut no parpose would be sorvid, asince there is nothing
I could lo wiih ite Whe contrant doos enll for e o get thr nogmiives and plates and first
orack ot the remadnderse o, ai the rathe thay sve golng, this mey hoapoon any-ay and I 1l h ave
paid Tor them with the wnpald “edvancc®s Then, il there ig & break, thh book will be nine.
I 4iine L reflect oy expootations on Nrdher oreuog, not oae of vidch tuey arianged and pome
or which they opposed, iu reswaing writing and on a dirffervent subject. {iloyl could X use an
el sor-di-rosidence vo odit the rought befovs Tl rotyness wwl e vcol 0 Vite Semrary dn
tiis it is noderate , perhaps bacsuso I've never been as woary in ny liles And tae stuff
itself s that nob, I think this can make a ¢reat booke I foor anotuer enormdity, I have that
ruch, At it will be auothor nou-fiction detective story. What, deupdfe ths depressing
eifect on sales, asswilay publieaticn, I'd like to do io huve in & vazt appenudx every
p single T report I quete, every onc of Hoover's lettors, sach of inc staff morwos, clce
§ And whon I mubwii these two "chapters" every doc will acconpany. Joday, thanks to HModia,
: thore shouwld e o market for anything with the FEI letterhcads Suf, were this to be done,
the docs alone would be longer than F-U, And in deing the initlel writing, not Jmowlas whet,
if any, market there wili be, I have to do it complstely, as 1 see 1%, %o uakc tho Tull,
historicel recorde Then, if there ia comrercial interest, thu cubting vould o the big Jjob,
and as I gaerally do these things, it can be done by Ymoks rather than sentencss.

LE% IR

] Bo eonnlvde, I have an exeemsive aditor intercsted but n. cen't got the decisione
3 meler to believe the subject is not dead, includdng comcerclally. I'm having to be my own
 agent, wlich is not guod. Nor is it good that these chapters wili not be as beiel as they

% could be, but I can't keep revriting, sb I'm tacing the chenoe that there wili be enough

i aberect to voad, pirhaps otimilated by all the acconpamying ofiicial documintu, cone narked
¥ MPOP SECHES" and none stolen,

y .

¥ Ldl is lote calling me to suppers Best to you both, and pluase don't feel pressed

3 to sngier, cvers Nobody ousht ever keep the hours I 4o, end there is no othor &y for you

*o weop up, 50 don't try, I don't expect it

Bost regards,



21 May 1971

Dear Harold:
This will have to be a slapdash attempt to answer a number
of letters from you which have accumulated during a period when we simply
could not find enough time all at once to answer them properly. I shall
go through them hurriedly and try to deal with the points that seem most
to concern you and/or which I can offer any intelligent opinion about.

In a letter dated April27 youmention a possible book about
the Mardi Gras approach etc. It goes without saying that you have

unlimited material for such a book and no doubt could develop it into

a blockbuster, Certainly you are justified in doing so. But I still
wonder a) how much real good it would accomplish in view of the limited
understanding the public has of these things, and b) how much it might
be misinterpreted by interested parties. My honest suggestion would be
to proceed very carefully indeed with such a project. I have serious
8oubts about how it would actually work, or be made to work.

Enclosed are copies of several old clippings on your avian
friend and related matters which might have some morsels of interest,
possibly even of illumination. We most distinctly had the feeling that
his recent adventure was not altogether his own idea. My mother's family

came from that terrain (my maternal grandmother, then a young schoolteacher,
was a Confederate courier and carried messages between rebel generals
across the river in the slat of her sunbomnet) and I can recall horrendous
stories from distant cousins about the roughness of the country, with
great emphasis on some devilish vegetation known as a bamboo "briah"
which apparently was guaranteed to make certain that nobo@ly went anywhere
off the beaten path, especially at night. I trust that in your excusBions
with your elderly frxmimdx friend long ago that you escaped the horrible
fate so vividly described by my long-dead cousins about the lethal

effects of these brambles. Anyway, I know what you're talking about,
and could not agree more. No real incentive, He was conned.

As to your theory about the attorney and his organized
connections, we have no knowledge of our own on this angle but see
nothing whatever inconsistent in your theory. In fact a man of his
long experience could scarcely have avoided at least peripheral contact
in some way, possibly many times, and there is always the chance that
somebody got something on him along the way and put him in a position
where if they said jump he jumped. This is not to downgrade your
thinking in any way. Quite the contrary. I'm merely bulwarking your
feeling that this is completely out of character. It could even bem that
he didn't know a contract was involved when he took the case, then
found out too late to back out. SEe the clipping dated 15maré9.

Before I forget it, I want to mention that your letters
have been arriving promptly, even those with ordinary postage taking only
two or at most three days. And one dated as airmailed at 5pm in Washington
on May 11 actually arrived here the next day, delivered at the house, before
noon, From a postoffice that otherwise is breaking down in almost every
respect you can name, that's real service,

Also before I forget it, in trying to adapt different brands
of electronic equipment gmmkkmrxx together, I have found that the only way,
really, to get it done is to take both pieces in to a dealer or shop and
say simply, sell me a patch cord or plug that will enable me to use this
mike witg that machine, If they can see them, they can do something
about it. 1If they can't, there is no way to tell them precisely what
is involved. Our dealer here, for instance, could function from the
Sony end of the problem, but would have no way short of lookin% ug a&
actual Concord to find out exactly what that end needed, And he Would

not readily ask a rival dealer for help, of course.
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We're just as puzzled as you about Eason. One of the clippings
enclosed indicates a prior interest in the case, which of course you already
know, but this may indicate an even stronger interest dating back to before
any contact you may have had with him on this case (not the earlier omes,
of course), Incidentally, Jenifer occasionally feeds him stuff from
the NY Times on things she knows he's interested in (neither of us has
met him) and in her latest contribution she enclosed a note asking why
he hasn't had you on his show, citing your book, etc. It could be a
straw that pushed him into action in case he's wavering. The others on
his station, Dunbar and Spann, strike us as so married to the establishment

that they would be the first to chicken out for any reason. Eason has
always seemed to be different., We're puziled.

Hal we haven't seen for some weeks. At last contact he hadn't
yet had a phone installed (no one there during working hours {o be present
while the installer works) and if he has had one installed since then he
hasn't let us know, In any case, we're holding stuff for him until we
see him,

Your book finally arrived a couple of weeks ago, but I've had
time to read only three or four chapters. Jenifer has been behind with
the NY Times and her other reading and clipping for more than a month, and
being Jenifer, will probably dispose of that mountainous problem (meanwhile
keeping up her housework and homemaking chores without fail) before she
even thinks of reading a whole BOOK.* We have not got the Dorman book,
mainly because downtown San Francisco is unbelieveably torn up with

subway construction and one dmemxx doesn't venture into that part of
town lightly or unless one has plenty of time, which we never had.
Only one store here, Tro Harper, handles remainders that we know of, and
we haven't yet had an opportunity to look for it there. Paul Elder,
you might be interested to kmow, has gone out of business., His location
was sold out from over him for construction of a new hotel, and he sold
out to Brentanos. Too bad. That was one hell of a book store, In any case,
I shall get the Dorman book if I can and read it, and as sonn as I finish
your book with do the comparing you suggest, but I think you already know
that I think your theory is entirely plausible and consistent,

We hope your hookup with Pacifica works out well, It should,
if the Berkeley station (KPFA) is any indication., We don't know Kuttner,
but he has been sending some interesting tapes through from Washington.
Next time you are in New York, you might try WBAI, the Pacifica station
there., The news director is a guy named Paul Fisher (We remember it as
Paul) who did a magnificent documentary on the veterans in the recent
peace demonstrations in Washington, climaxing with Kerry's impassioned
and very moving presentation to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
The Pacifica stations always have been close to the blacks, the really
influential ones. They were pioneers in the civil rights movement and
have never let up. They do not censor and let everyone have his say.

You could not be in better hands, if KPFA is any guide. Let's hope
Kuttner lives up to the tradition. Incidentally, Dellums is doing a
regular taped commentary mm for ‘acifica. He owes them a lot, whhther
he would admit it or not. . .

The WBAI phone is (212) 8260880. The station recently
moved, we understand. That might mm& explain why you failed to reach them.

We feel sure you must be well aware of this thought, but we
have wondered for some time if the incredibly poor job your publishers are
doing for you might not be a superb job for someone else. Could this be
the latest way of dealing with a problem like you ? Even with a publisher

your stuff doesn't go. .
In haste, with apologies and best regards}g;::::H

*Reared in the stern tradition of DUTY before pleasure.



