9/23/71

Dear Js,

Glad I tcok a further look at your maioimg, for L had already responded to a
liexico City corrcspondent who had asked me to collaborate on a book on saplan (Joel)
I&d declined, but we've had further correspondence, including today. 4 copy of ny
request is enclosed, I'1l sedn the clip i I get it. She can translate, but I didn't
ask because it is probably an enormous job. We,ll see. Fagcinating picce in other
ways. Buckley w ars his own blinders, and with all tho diamonds, platimum gdd pil
they are still blinders, which makes it the more interesting.

Now, on his: he was and perhaps is a director of the “Sohlberg foundation {(China
lobby). 4n 1966, late, or early 1967, they were considering an investigation of the
JFK assassination (I suspect they dropped it when they found no Reds). Theys sked
Oscar Collier, a literary agent, the president of a ‘small publishing house (he alsmost
did WHITRWASH) to get a staff together. I agreed to be chief investigator. Does this
illuminate?

Frow what B quotes, Chous said nothing that surprises us, not even his candor
and laying it on the line,

I know of nothing the “hinese have said earlier on the as=assination( s)e I have
communicated my low opinion of the apwora piece,. lio answer %o ny letier. bxpect none,

I'11 read the Ria clips belore I file, but not now, and I have to listen to
frost tonight. lie has Bishop and I'll be asking for equal time, By certified mail,
oy do I wish that Sony mike had come, like the cords. But I'll use my large reeel-to=-
?E'eel, which is close to the ™V, (WHich reminds me, i the wires didn t carry it, there
Wwas an excellent interview on CBS-iV carly a.m. today with a Puerto itican Just out
of Attica after 10 years and, although his time was about up, one of those in revolt.}
Again, .ot a hint. I'f I'd known, I'd have taped it for you. Camght it by accident,
Just beforc leaving for my morning walk, so I delayed it %o view.)

Lil is vondering whether the fashiog (fashion?) clip is a challenge to see if
she dare undertake the knitting of a Supergal costumc for Jen Sr.?

Interestingly, your thoughtful gift of the two Sony cords came a day before
the letter ankouncing it, But now that I know you are also sending the mike, 1'11
see if my froind Ban dome up with a pair of Sony female plugs, for which I can use
the other “ony dord for when I see JER. It might be worth it for this one use. Good
idea tonakk the leads, for there is no Sony dealer here and it saves the tine of the
friend, as it would have in a shop where the minimun charge here is $8.00, for anything,

1 thousht I remembered wrong vhen you told me about the heat. Hal had told me
that it nover gets real hot or real cold there. We had mild weather until yesterday.
It is coolung now. I was in the po-l day betoe yesterday, or almost threc wecks later
than before. Generally Labor Day murks the chilling of the water to discomfort. .hen
you haveno chance to adjust to the heat it must be much worsee. l'm wearing pants at
home ior the first tine since the advent of warm weather. But this a.m., shorts onlye
Once LI got used to them I've found them more confortable and less confining, I'm less
aware of wearing anything, less distracted in ven this mineor waye

Check on Dealey Plaza, Han . and Attica, 1 forecast this kind of thing in
general turms in the early part of COUP, which makes it a bit more shocking when it
happense I can't and won't ask you to duplicate yout clips on San §, but I'd apusreciate
anytiing on the autopsy or :utopsies from the local papers, the first ofiicial stories
and any other, and the stories the lawyers told once they got in, but just for the
completeness of the file and from the local papers only. unléss the Yimes had some~
thing of significance not in themthat you haven't scnte Une of th reasons is the
sliz chance one of my of:ers ‘to Buntam, publisher of the l'::t'i;ers) i acceosteds I
have a fricad there and sug -ested an effort to get all the autopsy stufl for ne to



analyze for them and thc mother, with no obligations to mee I have a hunch i'rom the
one-day story herc that a competent edamdination of the autopsy material, werc it
available, would indicate that he had also beed struck and was probably fallin:: when
- shot. If the bullet was deflected by bone, which is not wusual, there would ordinarily
be an indication at that bone. I suspect af pistol msy have been the wegpon, not the
usual carbine or rifle, and that he was not shot while running accross the yard., What
you say of non-GI weapons is interesting. Bxact parallel of L'\é;ica.g_go/Panthers case,

Tou do not indicate among the possibilities one I think might be congidered,
that it is not alone the racist guards who ar uptight at the uppity nigrer, that some-
one may have indicated hisdegth would not lead o an official period of mourning, I
have seen no ref, to any prints oun the 9mm pistol. The removal of the grips would
not eliminate all sources, any if it were the typical rought kind. But the elp would
have to show some, and silence?,..00 you think anythinguay have hapoened to “ingham,
or that he lammed after hearing the radic or TV accounts, knouing he'd be suspect and
knowing something about modern "jusrice"? There was rather interesting and quite fair family
treatment on iV at the time of the killings,

I did not know that there had been a series of killings at San ., If you could
" Prepare a list of them I've someibody in jail I think is not worried enough about what
could hapoen there, It might make him think a bit,

Your comsent on the informer is interesting, The itiica ex~con on TV this Belley
whil.: saying he lnew nothing about who killed the three prisoners slain before the police
put it on the assembly line, also said they were stoolies, Did you note that the guards

in IY are about to make a demonstration for a number of reasons, including beotter condi -
tions for the inmates?.

Skimwed and will rcad other clips. Col. Herbert has gotten good and fair IV
treatment, including straight interviews which make the Army look like what it ise
Anderson is nuts if he says the DJ isn't out to wail emos. It is blatant here,

They've even exculpated to nail bigier fisheses Harvin Lewis on same a.me 1V show today,
I'd not known that the trial-lawyers wore having this bnvestigation umtil then, I'1l read
the others wit h more_cares.e.leard today that the lcrv Grifiin show actually censored
an YCC commisioner, Johnson, when he teed off on aspirin and other com ercials, hey
Jsut left out that part of the tape,

Patience on uy lexico City corre:pondcnt, Ajthough sent eirmail, the last letter
requiced 10 days in transit! The local Pe0e is investigating what has hap.ened to a small
fraction of my mail, to a couple only of the kuown "buffs" and my publisher. Not really
Buffs, onc a young friend who is here often, and that didnqt hapen until he finished and
made a submis:ion to a publisher, one of ilay's lawgers, and wy "publisher", o others,
Although anythins elsc seens unlikely, I don't believe it iz done in the local P.0. They
sort the mail in another building not attached, and with a fey pieces it could hap en there,
where the job is cojtracted or done by minor clerks with lit:le Or no supe vision. The
local 2.0, _as always becn very good to me in all ways, Helpful, too.

Agains, thanks for all the many favors.best,



19 September 1971

Dear Harold:

Herewith some enclosures, only one of ®hich needs
any comment kkak and that is attachedf to it.

This is partly to let you know that we sent the extr;\
Sony mike to you Sept. 14 by parcel post. Let's hope it helps.

Also, under separate cover but mailed at the same time
with this will be a first-class mailing of two Sony mike cords
with plugs which your electronic friend should be able to connect
with your Concord mike or mikes. I hope he won't feel insulted that
I taped 1little tags to the various connections to indicate which
was the sound circuit and which for the on-off switch. We asked
the dealer which was which, in case someone less expert than your
friend might try to connect them. No fingers pointed, of course.

We have your mailings postmarked Sept. 3, 10, 12,

13 and 16, all containing much®# interesting material and much
spgmp susceptible to comment, but the way we have been livng it
has been impossible even to read some of it, much less find the
time to answer. We %aﬂing the last week of the graveyard shift
tonight, and let's hope we can get back to something less alien
to a normal life.

The hot weather has broken, apparently, so we're beginning
to catch up a little on sleep. We marely have more than a week of
hot weather each year here, but for a population so spoiled that
they thinkw 85 in the shade is a heat wave, a real dose of heat
like we had this past week really throws everyone. No one here
has air conditioning because of the ®# brevity of the heat when
it does come, so everyone just has to get throughﬁit the best he
can.

I'm sure you're aware that San Quentin was Dealey
Plaza all over again, and that Attica follows the same pattern of
improvization, contradiction and general phoniness of the official
story at San Quentin. “aturally, our files on both these dos are
proliferating at an incredible rate. Very briefly we feel two
key elements in these situtations -- aside from the general
inhumanity of the prison system and the society supporting it --
are the racism of the guards, the apparent fact that most of them
carry concealed weapons when they aren't supposed to, and the
probability that they have a good many of the administrators
somewhat terrormised. The prbability that Stephen Bingham could
have smuggled the gun -- or that he would have -- to George
Jackson is virtualyy nil. “ackson and the other two Soledad
Brothers have said many times they expected to be killed, that
the guards had threatened them many times, and the other two,
Clutchette and Drumgo, still tell their attorneys these things
if the attorneys can be believed. As you know, thege has been a
series of killings at San Quentin in the past several months,
culminating in the stabbing murder of an unarmed guard at SQ
two or three weeks before Jackson's incident occurred. Other
cons and ex=cons have said several times someone was going to have
to pay for the murder of that guard, who was stationed at the
prison hogpital to protect an inmate informer who was being kept
there lest the other cons aksassinate him.

Enough for-now; we'll write more later.
jaw



19 september 1971

Dear Harold:

The attached is extremely interesting in view of the
great circumspection of the Chimese in the past on this matter.
We haven't checked our files, but we felt their reaction to JFK's
assassination might be of great importance gt the time and so
collected every scrap. But they said 1little, and that amounted
no more than a totally non-commital implication that this is the
sort of thing to be expected from barbarian capitalistg.

If by any remote chance you have an opportunity to pick up

a translation of the Excelsior article -- or even the original in
Spanish -- We would be very grateful for a copy. A good deal could
depend on whether Chou volunteered this reference or whether he
replied to a question. I cannot recall his having mentioned it
before, and am incliuned to regard his doing so now as being in

the same general category with Soviet Russia's sudden awakening of
interest as shown in the Aurora series and translated in Sputnik.

Maddeningly, Buckley gives no date for the article
or the interview on which it was based.

The Question arises as why ﬁuckley himself mentioned
it, even with the air of dismissing it. Is Buckley quite this
desperate ? Is he, for instance, going to discover at this late
date that Nixon was in Dallas the night of Nov. 21, 8 1963 and
took the occasion to tell a GOP gathering that JFK was going to
dump LBJ in 1964 ? Strange things are going on. Normally one
could dismiss this as the natural inclination of a rightwing
propagandist to use anything that looked useful,

I see nothing abnormal in Scherer-Garcia getting
the interview or Aith its publication by Excsiior. Neither
represents leftwing influences, but on the other hand neither
subscribes -- as no non-American element in the world subscribes —--
to the official brainwashing version.

So if any of your contacts could come up with a
copy, this might be an extremely valuable recard of a signal of
somefkind from soneone, I cannot believe that Chou tossed it off
carelessly. He-does not operate that way. If it were a question,
he didn't havwe %o answer.

-
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- Chou’s Version of ‘Facts

IN LATIN AMERICA, particularly in
Chile and Mexico, the rage is an inter-
view, just published, between a Mexican
journalist and Chou En-lai. Julio Scherer
Garcia, the editor-manager of ExcelsioP,
published in Mexico City, spent two and
one-half hours with Chou, whose penetrat-
ing monologue, obviously delivered to a
keen listener, cuts - like a blowtorch
through Western fatuity.

It is rich and long, full of interesting
bits and pieces. Chou tells us, for instance,
that ‘“‘the truth of the assassination of
President Kennedy has not yet been re-
vealed.”

THE CHINESE Communists did not de-
sire to turn China into the center of world
revolution, he says. On the other hand, he
admits that China would help out national

liberation movements. “Why not?” Chou -

commented, slipping into English vernacu-
lar.

And then elucidating, in a style thatis
vintage Oriental Paradox: “The destiny of
every nation is the responsibility of its
people. We oppose aggression, interven-
tion, subversion and outrage. But we sup-
port national liberation movements.”

There is even a flirtatious dalliance
with the big lie. “Legal punishment in
China is administered through work and

.re-education. Few are 1mpnsoned, even

fewsr executed. We do not believe in the

.~ sifectiveness of execution. We do not re-

o strain power through killing.”

' «This datum will unfortunately fail to re-

- vivo several dozen million Chinese Corps-
_es.

Mi. Scherer asked, “Does China see
. any future for socialism through elec-
. ﬁon’ P

.Cloa: “We do not believe in the strug-
gle by the parliamentary method. We do
not conceal our views. We have not seen
any cases in which any country has suc-

- ceeded in expelling the forces of aggres-

Pl
-
A

sion from abroad or in attaining completc
national independence and real, authentie
democracy through parliamentary prac-
tice. ‘The Latin American nations won
their national independence through

.armed struggle. Unfortunately in the 20tk
century aggressive forces have again mﬁl- o

trated these countries.”. - i

“The premier is looking at the clock;"ﬂ
. Mr. Scherer’s notes disclose. ‘It is clear,

that the interview is commg to an end He
is almost standing ..

Scherer: “How is it possible for tho
champion of anti-capitalism, Chairman
Mao Tse-tung, and the champion of anti-
communism, President Richard Nixon, to
meet? Why does China accept its mortal
enemy in its own home?”

Chou: “Because the United States has
imposed a blockade against China and has
demonstrated hostility to it for 22 years..

"The Geneva and Warsaw talks at the am-

bassadorial level have lasted for
16 years without results. Now Nixon wants
to raise the level of the negotiation, and he
knocks at our door; why should we not
open it?”

Scherer: “Do you believe Nixon would
come to China if he felt the trip would ftot.
benefit him?”

Chou: “There are two possibilities
about his visit to China. If the negotiations
succeed, the people of the East and of the
entire world will benefit. This is the main
thing. Now then, if the trip is not success-
ful, President N1xon will unmask himself.
If he arrives in Peking without wanting to

resolve problems the entire world will see '

PRSP WSS P

this and comment on it. We can assert .

only this: China does not traffic in princi-
Pleg, nor do we sell out our comrade-
in-arms, never.’”

Scherer: “But does fhe United States’” )

Chou: “Draw your own conclusions. ‘¥
think they are very clear.” (Chou chuck-'
les).
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vear lidss Gy

Also in nil I didult get to wntil after writing you is a colwum of a weclk ay

byt the rioht-winger wWilliaa £, buckey in which he quotes an interview with “hou
Julio Jcuerer Gurcia of kxcelsiors

Phe friend who sent this to me and I would both ay reciate a copy if this

prescnts no serdous problen to you. and if dxcelsior had it translated into Bhgl

b}'

igh

or if another othcr ¥bglish translation is available, that also would be of intercst.

B quotes 5 as quoting Chou as saying "the truth of the as assination of
Prosident .ennedy has not set beun revealed”. : '

Phe political comrent on other oatiers, even as wrogonted by Buckely, is
gquite provocative.

Thanlzs for anything you uay be able to do.

Sinc..rely,



