really a note in dvance, to ee how I sized it up without enough to work on.

Dear Js, 7/10/72, 7230 p.m,

Hine is probably a minority view among "critics" this electione L say this without
having discussed it with any of them, based merely on iy kmowvludge of them of the naste
I belicve there are constfuctive inf'lu nces within the icbovern movement and positive
r.sults that have already been achieved by it. I don't think revolution is imyinent , and
I do think tha: sone talldng revolutionaries have swallowed their past rhatoric. For now,
I beldeve what hope there may be in the country can come fron change only, unon-rcvdlutionary
change, I haven\t followed the papers, spent little time with YV, not nmuch more on the
radio, so I'm not rcally closc to any of it. What to me is analysis nay be wishful think—
ing an:t ebfore the sun dawms I usy be proven a poor prophet,

I don't sec much choice between any of the Democratic candidates and Richard Li¥OoN,e
I'd rather se¢ changes in the Democratic party than have Hunpirep, for exanple, win. ie
may be a much more dangerous President than Hizon, I think vould without doubt be in the
early part of the regime. And I think hicYovern can wine '

There arc several clues on which I base this thinkinge The eg ~laying by the party
fund~-raisers. The party's traditional noney support has no reason to supoort the nachibe,
They're happy with iiixon, don't think any candidate but licGovern can beat hinm, and don't
vant lic¥overn, If they'd had any fulth in I, there would not be this cnormous dcficit,
And I don't sec the peopie who h.ve financed licbovern paying off the debts of those who
stood for everything they opposc. They're savin : thér Uiy for lic¥overn, If he.doesn & aet
the nod, they'll not waste it, not n ny of them. I therc was a hearty suport for The
party as such, it vould have fewer financial problens and their aBC fand show would
have done botter,

The I think reasonable hicrarchy decision to ordain that all non~conb.stod delegates
vote on challenses on the floor means they are genuinely afraid that they'd go under big
if he walks out or any substantial Part of his following stays home or votes “rd norty.
The nachine has had to give. If it doesn't, it will b a machine vithout o futurc. Under—
standing that its future is ith change is not easy. There dis hope for the varty only if
it is sharply different, not like Nixon in any Bajor Waye

Wallace's today's move nakes ne tldnk he is tireatoning fron his side and docs intoend
to third-party ite. Unless he gets the v=—p nod from HHH or someonc clsee in turn, this leads
me fo think that he regerds the outcome as closc enoush to influcnec it by this kind of
threat or th t tcbovern will win and he's leaning on the hackse

licbovern's decision not to have a closed—door meeting: on coupromise can be intor—
preted as fecling stronge Lt can also be because he knows it micht turn of nuch of his
foliouing, He is the Tirst scrious candidate I can recall who can't fonjrol his following
and both lmows and admits it. That, I think, is healthy, even if it can t continue aftor
the election. But this is part of makes him come throw sh on OV ag L Cl8an, conctiving oven
congervatives want in politics, Real ones, not nuts and mock-bound recctionaricse Lkl has
been so opeitly lwe Bad it has to uean he knows he's Tighting a losing betile ane can
depend on deals onlye Hc has been terrible on 1V, a sincere~seecuing lixon, just as dirty,
I was surprised at “hirley “hisholn on lieet the Press yesterday, asked if she thowsht iicG
could win, she answered a different question, and sai what she had Loard nonbers of Conge
say they think a kicG candidacy will do for thom - bade Hatche ..ost of Lhem rvc very bade
They dou8t want change, either. Dut tids disappointed nc in hore I fowd vyselt wondering
it she expects uone ldnd of non-iicYovern ofiers

I don't think there is the probability of party ruin in substantial chanse, 1 thinlk
this would mean hack leadership end, basic changes, the greater likclihood of some choice
in this and future elections. Opposite, I think this kind oi ehange is the only Denocratic
hope, but &he pols put their personal inter.sts firzt and pretend they are fthe intercsts
of the people and tiw party. With reactionory candidates, 1 dou't thdnk kel wili or con
help, With others, L {tldnk he will, and that's Lhe problen oi the polse. Whey lLwve no vase
except in the baddies, so they are busily engaged in trying to losc the Pr sidcncy to
retain not control of Comgress but their intluence with the right-wving ofiice-hwoldes,

A new machine way emerge frow thise I it will be a machine, 1 think it vill be an catirely
difrerent kind, whether or not it.develops tic saue bad habiis. Whot ULLL Sooo 5iice

I do think that if xicU doesn t.pet it on the rirst baliot it igs crookedncss ana coTe
ruption that denies ite LT he docBn & get “he nonduation, I hope he leads a nuw garbye +he
failurc of hcVarthy to give the kid8 any kind of real leadership was too disiliw ioning
for too many ol thoeme iuad he, had he continued, birty *ricky wvould iwve hal mowe troublse H




