1/17/72
Dear'Jg,

Because yeo enjoy your letters much and benefit from soue of the mature sug; Lestions,
which I get from no others with uaturity and expericnce upon hich they can drew, I will
make no further response to the enclosurss with yours of the 11th, wvhich actually .ot
here threc days ago. They are all helpful ang interesting, eope the meto on Rang, I
Presunc you will watch that perhaps sisnificant and certainly fascinating item, I think,
on the basis of what would be wo.th the trouble, that it is of J's, not s, unless
there is a chance he used the plural without detection,

I have been snowed under with ks what I've been trying to do with the Lattimer
Scandla, think I've sent you uost of it 4o date, if not all, had to do i+ too fast,
and we 've had coupany aluost daily now since Xmas, which is g serious inpediment to
Wy own progress. The one who Just lert, a fine 40igh woman reporter the begt apert on
the Kaplan-Vidal case, was good for us beBause once she had a chance to relax and feel
us out and feel at houe her bubuly character was witihout restraint and her delicious
and :E.nfectuous humor was good for us in betwe.n periods of vorke I had things she
didn't on thst case and gave it to her, including some of your clipse I'1l pick them
up vhen I e the Priend who will be maldng the copies for her for ue later this weck,
Confidentially, typica}ly those highly—;oincipled people of her period with Rta,parts
have robbed her and gotten a sizable advance on a book of which they are now genudnely
sicks They salbe theumselves by kindness to hep in the book, .nd she has two linds o
raisc without the help of a separated (alcoholic) husband while trying to make g liging,
You havi: heard e Say souetiucs. I wish I had mope ebenines and fewer "friends". I thnlk
she sufters the affliction of some "friends", ‘oo,

Je-no necd to return Hartha tapes I've found Excelsior and will sen. separately,
Lil read as soon as I did, smiled broadly, which she has felt little occasion +o do
lately, and asys thanks, For the pantd as for the sugpestions,

Retrieval ig alvays a problen, especially for me becguge I have had to, or felt
I had do, orient ny own filing around projected use, alid that nobody can duplicate,
I think in nost cases the 4hiugs are what I think misht inrorm of amuse you or of
sucha character wherc you rmight not be wwilling to say you goofed on that one, or
what I might vant soieone else to have in case. But I have no idea how +o ansver
this wise anticipation,

Vhat Jin says about Latiiner and the avtention tends to conrirm the belief that
has been gwoing on ne, thu.}: we missed a ;olden opportunity, I won't burden you with
my ideas on why, but I don 't Jide umy increasing disgust with the self-conceived queens
ans kdngs of the _ast who do little but apologize and pontificate and tirottle work
by intrmsions in that which they no ,onger undertand, make necdless problens, not, I
think, from devotion to the cause anymore byt from a combination of causes, guilt
feelings, aunbitions healousies (often to the younger atiributed to ue, as a letter I've
Just angwered fron one of whon I've grown qQuit. find said - any I aciced hiu of whon
he felt I wight consider I had cause to feel jealous), ehos (vhich we all have, but
herc the ego-tritpping has been attributed to ne t00) o What I do genuinely foar that
if tids keeps up, L nay decided that survivel demands what could be corriercial, a
thorough exposure, I hate to think of even thinking about it, 4nd 1 hate havin: to
contend with it, as I often do with nuch nore deliecacy than oy norually blunt lciters
would lead you to believe, for I do the ozther way vocally, I've Yery glad you raiscd
the question of the significance of the yeare I was aware of it and wondered if thig
could be it. It fallg down in one respect and the one that caused me to abandon it
because I can find no candidate willing to use ite I know of but one instance in which
one (110(}) said that were he vlected, he thinks there should eb a new investigation,
But that only when oressed by inforued kids on a distant Campus and vwith no nresg, They
have all refused, it onc time or another i've approached ali the "loberal” ones. hkven
when freidds in +the press did it and they said tiey'd sure have to invite pe in, it
nev:r hapoened, If I vanted to be real sindster, I'g 8u.;.est a poussible farout pos—
gibility is to quiet Teddy, Lattine : you'll be seeing refs to wlut L have on hiue If



reading the enclosed you have anythin: to which I haven't referred, I'd ap_ reciabe copies.
If I didn't gerer to the CLN story of his speech there, L also have ite And the reprint
(International surgeon, I th:i_r’_k)....l‘lo, I agrec with you on the Chron tréetmens &nd its
significance, I think it is an accurate retlection of what you sugiest and more, ennui
with the entire subject, aided and abetted by the outvourings of the buts which does
reach enough desks. I have done nothing to respond yet and have ouly two things planned,
one in the hope of feedback, the other in the certainty it wil. De eavesdropred upon.
L's ignorance, as you suggzest, is larger than even he realizes, but hic politics make
this fascinating and I hope a serious embarrasavent to those who aclected or agreed to
him, If the K's rep didn't select, he and they vay have some questions after thig abouk
those who did. as you will see » by indirection L have nade an effort to lecarnthat I

do not expect to succeed but do hope gets readesestV analysis simple and persvasive,

but I linger uith the hope that a teensy-wecnsy bit was a remnant of principle, andersonts
source may be the spookery, but he has also said it is soueonc involved who is oposed to
policy, which neither qualifies nor disqualifies but tends to persuade me fhat it is
more 1ik- 1y not a spookery sppok. You are tright on the trial balloons, but they also
includes others than the gpookery, even the iBI, a rather frequent one in the past, end
DJ, 211 sorts of unlikelies if his writings about them are to be considered, I am
inclined not to agree with the rightist~-righteous attitude that this will drawm the
administration more inward, It nay, if your lumch is correct, also be a warning that
they should be listened to more. But I think as I have about CIla, that its disagreemont
is no wmore than about tactics, that it has taken the lead in fizing wrong policics,
which means that if true, unless there has been a umajor internal overhaul, of which

I've scen no wign, this is not tos likely. 1've explained uy 'be;\liei" about the voids

in the PPapers and that this and disagreement over what couldn t succeed account for

the fair face,...Tapes, thanks, I'11 be sultching to Sony as soon.as I usc up what I
have, do trouble since sluply because I've tried each one first., I had detected places
in the widdle where they hang, I sup.os¢ that when I get oy older rachine bacly, if it
has, as I suspect, a more powerful motor, the thing to do it tun each oue through it
tidce to get the tension the way it should be,. '

If you can send me a copy of the Palo Alto Yives story I have someone in L with
the brass to ask, whether or not he zets an answer, and the neans of asidng why that
should be so hushhush and what the hell the taxpayer's buck is being svent that wey
for, There arc a couple on the hill 4o whom I might well send copies, bub not of
your note on a memo from me,

Gotta et to the rest of the stacke With all our hearts, our gratitude for what
iF in and what has come for yours. Best, very best,



11 Jan 72

Have a little pile of notes here to dispose of. Will take them as they cone
up.

Thank you for the tape of kime. Mitchell - looking forward to listening to it.
I am, particularly, since for some time I've been stuffing stuff into the file about
darlin' Hartha. Quite useless, but I'm too fascinated %o let it g0.

Our friend the Spanish teacher is back from her trip and says she's willing to
translate at least that part of the Excelsior interview with Chou in which we're most
interested. So sometime when you have an emptyish envelope if you'd include it we'll
have it here and can ask her at the right moment. I say it that way because she's a
rather moody person and it won't do any good to approach her if she's all vrapred up in
something else. 1In any case they have six months' of accumulated mail to take care of.

Pants for Lil didn't cost anything. A couple of months ago I finally bought
a Chinese jacket and pants set for myself, pale gold jacket, copper pants which are just
the right color for the jacket. Because they were on sale I also bought a pair of
black pants. Didn't try them on at the store and when I did at home, found they were
the wrong kind of satin for the jacket - too slick and shiny - although this didn't seenm
s0 in the hand in the store. Also I found the top went beautifully with a skirt I
already had. Tell ILil to try — if she hasn't already - a straight skirt with her
Jjackets; she might be surprised at how well they go together. That's what I wore when
we had our annual Christmas dinner with some very good friends and m they were so pleased
I got two nice smacky kisses from a gentleman to whom I am not married.

S0 I have a pair of pants and a skirt end an extra pair of pants I kmow I will
not wear - and a letter from you with Iil's measurements. Simple, no? SHE was very
accomodating and most willingly made the exchenge, almost eagerly. I think it hurt her
Chinese sense of frugality to have anything hanging in a closet not doing anyone any good.
So couldn't we just consider it part of the thank~you package? This was 2 neat little
transaction which pleased everyone at this end and we hope it will at your end, too.

Please tell Iil not to bother with any thank-you note, especially with her
rugged schedule. Ve know from what you've said that she was pleased and that was gll we
wanted, .

I think I've come to the last item. How and then in your nmailings you include
something you might want to retrieve in the future, anc we hope that when you do you'll be
able to give us a date as a clue. TYour file is getting so fat it would take some doing
to find what you might want without a date, because it isn't elways clear whether you're
thinking something out on paper or making a deposit.

That disposes of the last reminder I had here on the desk so this seems to be
all Zfor the moment. Ve should thank you for all the clippings, a great meny of which get
stashed away, out even those which aren't kevt are interesting. It jums takes time to
get them all read, as you can tell from the late return of one of them in this neiling.
There shouldn't be the same delay after tinis because what we do now is to go through the
clippings at the time they come in, putting them aside for when we have time later, but
rescuing those which need to be returned. .

<.



11 January 1972

Dear Harold:

I think some of the enclosures take care of most of
the things you bring up in your mailings of Jan. 7 abd 8, but
ther®'8 couple of things I can add a word or two on.

First of all, I don't know Earl Caldwell well, having
barely met him, but it happened I was able to do him a favor at
that time, and if he remembers ith%ight be willing to discuss the
Chavez threat. As I mention in a note appended to an AP story
(which I had missed), the local press ignored the story and your
mentioning of it was the first I'd heard of it.

We share your dimmay about Dr. Lattimer, and a couple of
early elippings on it are enclosed. Otherwise, the press has ignored
it locally. We also agree with your feeling about the timing in
relation to your own work, but are not adtogether persuaded that
this may be the principal factor at work. I may be mistaken, but
my feeling is that every now and then the Keepers of the Myth simply
feel they have to come up with another blow to the critics in order
to demoralize them and refre¥sh public euphoria. I haven't checked,
but I would bet anythking® that these renewed doses cohmcide with
the begnnings of political campaigns, and I seem to have heard

somewhere that we are in the early stages of one. The purpose
of this is to remdad any candidate, in any party, that if @& he
should be foolish enough to try to exploit political assassinations
in a campaign, he will be running into a myth that is not only
well established but which is going to be maintained. I say this
partly because this is what I think has happened more than once
since 1963 but also because of my conviction, which you well know,
that any candidate who chomse to exploit the assassinations as a
political issue would, if e lived long enough, not only be tapping
one of the deepest of all political wedlsprings but also would
encouhter drastic opposition. Too many have a stake in the myth
to allow it to be taken from themn,

As for Dr, Lattimer, he showed in his early writings
for the AMA and so on (copies of .which we have, thanks} which
side he was on, so he was a natural choice. The only question that
really remains about him is whether he actually asked to see the
evidence or whether someone suggested it to him, Your remaflgs about
Burke Marshall's stated position on this ghole question a few months
before serves only to renew the suspicion we have entertained for
some time about him, although this can be only a preliminary
impression at this dtage. The most charitable interpretation is
that he was not consulted, or, if he was consulted, was overridden.

Perhaps we are being over-optimistic about Dr. Lattimer,
but I think the fact that the Chronicle locally ignored his latest
findings may pe a fairly accurate index to the importance of his
being allowed to see the evidence, The Chronicle has someone
high in its policy-making -- who, I don't know -- who is a determined
keeper of the myth. It is not like the Chronicle to ignore Lattimer
if they thinkm what he says is imvortant,
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It also seems to us that the medical profession itself

is unlikely to pay too ruch attention to the pontificating of an
urolaegist on a subjew properly reserved for patholégists and
ballistics experts and specialists in forensic medicine. There's
another factor here that any doctor should realize, and that 1is
that as head of a department of urology in a large hospital like
Presbyterian, Dr. Lattimer cannot possibly have kept up with the
literature in fields sc widely divergent from his own, For 10
¥ears Jenifer was secretary to the head of the department of surgery
at the Peking Unfion Medical College. Herjboss was an extremely
competent surgeon, a hard-working man, and it was all he could
do to try to keep up with the literature in his own field, let alone
wander off into others. ., That was a teaching hospital, although a
small one compared with Presbyterian, but if Presbyterian is also a
teaching hospital, then the possibility that Dr., Lattimer has been

abte to make himself expert in fields other than urogogy is
remote indeed. The volume of the literature that has to be
kept up with has increased greatly, not diminished, in 30 years.

In any case, we thoroughly understand your feelings and
your inclination to isolate yourself from others, something you have
discussed before, but don't feel /we are well endugh informed
to try to advise you what to do.

There's one other thingy that I'd like to say a bit
about, and that is the phenomenon of the TV industry suddenly
standing up for its rights, backing Jack Hederson's disclosures,
and openly criticizing the Nixon administration. In the first
place, there are only three networks. The industry is more compact
in that respect than any other segment of the média, therefore
more readily articulate. Tremendous money is involved, so decisions
perhaps are required more immediately. And for another thing,

TV -- and radio, too, of course -- are subject to FCC regulations
which gives the government more leverage than against any other
ségament of the media. In other words, TV apparently decided
that a stand had to be made and was able to get together and éo
something about it. Perhaps Anderson just came in handy. If it
hadd't been he, something else could have been used.

Perhaps the relative immediacy of responsibility to the FCC
makes TV somewhat more responsive, but it seemed here that the press
gave Anderson surprising play. As you mention, not only the
Washington Post used his stuff; so did the New York Times, the AP
picked it up, and a conservative rag like the States-Item gave it
full play, as did the local,SF Chronicle, which, like the S-I, is
an Anderson subscriber. Even the Examiner, which is not, used
quite a lot. -

What interests me is where Anderson got it. I gather
you agree with us that it may be more than coincidence that the
CIA came off best in the Pentagon Papers. In this connection,
it may be recalled that Anderson's assistant, Les Whitten, is a
former Hearst man who arranged for Gordon Novel's lie detector
test when he turned up, a fugitive from Garrison's subpoena
efforts, at McLean, Va. WB think we have spotted earlier examples
where Anderson's column has been used to float trial balloons from
that same neighborhood, One rather important question may be:
was this simply a disclosure of a ham-handed attempt to play
gunboat diplomacy in the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean, or
was it a more serious warning, that there could be another side
to the Pentagon Pavers, or a sequel, and that it could affect

someone's campaign?



In any event, it appears at this distance to be an
interesting commentary on the theory that once again the
intelligence services have been unified and brought under
control,

Tapes: We haven't yet found time to listen to Martha, but
look forward to it, perhaps tomorrow. Thanks for sending it.
Do you want it back without erasure, or would you like us to dub
on something that might interest you if we happen to run into
something ? I think of nothing at the moment that could be
worth your time that we have on hand.

I gather you have had trouble not only with the record
button syndrome, but also with tapes jamming., As nearly as
we can tell from three or four years experience and from what
the shop tells us, this is caused by tape which etretches unevenly
and therefore winds unevenly, running up to one side or the other
of its proper alignment and jamming the reel within the caseéés.
NOthing to be done about this but to run it back and try again.
This hapeens not only with cheap tape but with brands like
BASF, the top German brand, and 3M, bothg of which are as
expensive as they come. Sony, with its silicone lubricant, is
the only brand we've found which is free of this, As I think
I said once before, we use Souny exclusively to record, in order
not 4to miss anything, and dub off on other brands -- those we
still have around -- for the record. If tapes jam on playback,
that's no tragedy. It's when you're counting on recording
something and miss it that causes trouble.

fine final note: I've included absodlttely every scrap
available on the Anthony Russo-Rand Corp. bit. No one present
was able to ask him anything further, and the reference received
only the barest mention the next day in the Palo Alto Times, and
nowhere else. Curious, and under the circumstances I doubt if
anyone in LA could find out any more.

We, too, wish you both a godd year, with all our heart.




