1/7/72

Dear Jg,

A bright, cold and windy day provided temwtation and opportunity for several hours
of outside work this p,m., and incertainties in the mind really compelled I use that time
for thinidng out possible new moves in that which I feared and haven't completely explained
in what I've sent. I was not able to decide, and error may be too costly, so 1'11 have
to awuit clearer thought or the whisper fron the shouldered angel, And there arc a fow
notes I'd like to naike for {the future.

Tou may remember my September apprehension over the potential of Cyril's asking for
access to the rictures and X-rays under contract, I then conceived that if he did not ask
or if another asked and was given access to all or some of thas stuff, there would be g
whitewash, Were he to come out and say the materials disputed or disproved the Warren:
Report, atthis point that would tell the people 1litile, nothing thosc willin : to believe
don't already believe, would and gould add remarkebly little if mutyhignto what we (I)
have already established beyond question, and would so misplace the blame it would be
a disostere Tiis bedawe so opuressive the more I thought of it that despitc his established
undependability I cecided to breif Bud on a few of the new goodies, He {flipped, He wanted
to fly imediatcly to Dallas where a vight-sring buff worth $50,000,000 lives. Bud was
coing to ask him to pay for the printing of PM, I sugrested nct that Arch's impediate
resonse would be how about you, you arc pretty wealthy, too, but that it would be better
if I were to Lo there and lary, & close friend of Arch's and a very rbhright and sharp
congervative usede the pitcly, with me there to answer. Lt didn't worlc, ireh has 4o be
the world's gtinglest rane Ie got no hints » mace no ufiers, didn't even nay the fere he
had earlier agreed to! Buf padd the fare from N.C. to Dallas, and he sent to me H.O0. on
a llmited misaion for him, which L accomplished rapidly and had time for other uork,
after & gimilar venture in Temn. So, aside from the time, uncomponsated, a few odds and
ends of miuor expenses, my only rfel cost was an 885,00 repair made nece-sary by the
settlomcut of deposits in the transmission fluid, gumrding up an assortwment of values
and other swmall openings.

I don.t Suppose We cen ever properly estimate what is in the mind' and what subtle
influences-control ite. Begimving after my first mecting in Dallas with Aveh, for the firs}
rime I can recall <+ had trouble £ alling asleep. I sometimes lay abed longer awake than
asleep, and with the short tiue I s end in bed, that was tiring. At first I thought it
was the weuther reports for home and what il night face, Then I decided it was excitement
from successes, In rotrospuet, I womnder ifT it wasn't disappointuent at Arch, In any
event, when I pot home, the weariness sersisted, the synptoms of the old anxiety condition
multiplied and veccame mere persistent, and once I cleaned up the inevitable accumulation, I
found it difficult to write end edit. Bxuberant Jerry, who you do not know, but who is
great, was a drain beeause he just insists, silehtly, in iwposing his personal life style
upon wveryone with whom he couwes in fouche I had just gotten back to productive vork when
he came, He loft and Howard came the same day. Howard, by far the yeungest of us, and

also wonderful, was a better influcnce, He reread the new last part of PM, pronounced it
evenbetter than he had originaily (atiributable to the reading of clean copy, I think, not
g change of rrind), and I was back at it agnin when the confirmation of my fear came yesterday.
It was a call from Fred Graham of the Times, The present deal, confirmed, is for Lattimore
(you should have a file on him end his "work"-ugh!), urologist at Presyyterian lospital
(Columbia University) to see what he wants. What he wents beems to be only the broce and
the Ace bandage. This clearly sismels the intent to say they "prove" that the only

reason JFXK didn't fall forw is because it was mechanically impessible. Rubbish? Lattimore
told Groham that the bandage, Figure~eighted arcund boih thichs and the groin, was atop

the brace. Imraterial and unlikely, for braces come with straps to keen them from creeping.
After more then 30 years I know! The bandage was to support what the brace couldn't, The
brace and the combination couldn't prevent falling without preventing sitting, But the

plan 1s pretty clear. Cyril, Nichols and a cat fromik Michigair have upilied, Now I
also haye, with appeal in advance based on 1966 and 1970-1 refusals! Meanwhile, at some
TisK, given his past and the Times' policy, % have backgrounded\Graham and madé him generous

\.



offers he'll not likely take. K've just spoken to G again, this mimute, to tell him
samething I forgot. It is certainkL is getting first if not exclusive crack and G, even
Gg thinks it is because he is an apologist. G did speak to Wecht, whc I had asked to
eall me, and Wecht has not. The date is soon, G says not geared to the return of
ongress, but vhen I sald maybe a coincidence, he said yes, coindidence, Do you think
this the case? Those people lmow their rotten business!

Anyweyy the futility is oppressive. There is a limit to what I can do. I have taken
and will maintain the position that thlere are many with the means to uphold their share
of the responsibilities, of whom Arch'is not alone (in talking to Jim, who called back
today for Bud), and that not one thing I have will be released to counter any of this
without publication of ths work in the immediate. assured, L have gone further and warned.
that all their tinselly expenses will be wasted and have gone further snd made it fairly
clear that 1'1l withdraw totally from all contact with all with meens if this comes %o
pass. For the first time I've said I've been doing all this damned work, at cost nobody
else has, have to spend too much time cleaning up their unending messes, and it is
past time for them to do something that can have,meaning, I think I'il keep to it,too.
© If this one comes off as planned, and if I haven t the capability of conyerting it to a
plus for us or to ncutralize it, I will have to Tearn that alone I haven t the capability,
80 1 pay as well not waste all the time I've been wasting and sperd what“time I have
in a manner I consider can be productive.

I've asked Jim about the possibility of me filikg a really large sult for damages,
personally, against the people personally involved in this, that is, to sue them for
not doiug their work so a) they can't usc govermrent attorneys and b) they'll have to
pay personally if I win, The suit, in itself, could clear some of thc air. He seems to
think I can and is to check and speak to a practised lawyer, I'm to hear from him Monday,

Graham will be back to me, but as I understand it, not until after he does his
first piece, Ynless he changes, I have made serious inroads and his eyes are more open
than cver, which may not be saging as much as I'd like but encourages me to the hope that
it is saying soumething,

Vihile I've been writing this an idea is slowly forming in the back of my mind, If
I decide to do it, you'll find a carbon enclosed that will explain,

J Heanwhile, Hayy is in Europe and Bud had decided to write &rch a letter. I told

im there isn't time. But can you inmagine one speciel feeling, that with so little lefs

to do on this book to have it camera-ready, £ have to be worried abvout sll this stuff when
it was ¢so clear in September and to spend time trying to counter it now?

~Lil's working schedule this season has changed. They are taking advantage of her
but there is nothing we can do about it. Instead of finishing work at 5 each day, she
has to work until 6 three of the five days, M,W, Fo Thus I have the tirefor this before
getiing her,

I'11 write Hary so she'll have the letter bn return, in the hope she can find some
way of leaning on Arch, sbout whom this personal stuff is, of course, confidential., He
has get up a $5,000,000 trust for each of his three daughters and, from 10 to 15, has
indoctrinated each with the notion that no man will marry any except for her money! They
are rather nice girls, but the detachment of the youngest was, it seemed to me, apparvent.
This is what money is for?

If all this sounds apranold or unwise, don't be afraid to offer an opinion. I've
about enouch time to get supper in the over and go for {il. Howard roturmned home today.
There secms to be some prospect that the Unive Penna (he is soph there, full scholarshiip)
Press will do his but cut to what deals directly with the framing of Oswald, which I

hope for him and because while this is something we have all said, nobody had that as &
central focus, Best regards, :



