mm\

ovarwhelining opinion of people tiroughout the world that the assass
tior. was the sole work of Oswald and, because of Oswald's Marxist 7
vac.ground, the Marxist countries, p‘.rtxcularly Russia, lost prestige.
=& .,tmed that the recent wave of books critical of the Warren
SC.aamission Report, however, several of which have been written by

!......vxcuds of "xeftxst" background, have served to discredit the work

52 conclusion of the Commission to tie Geiriment of the integrity of
e Y, S ‘and its high officials. "e advised that the purpose of hls —" ’ .,
G‘G /7- .—U-‘,o ' om :I“ ",
: - Mp», DeLoaChx R . ) L8 eead Weaeen l\-—.-.‘ RO : .
. - Mr, Rosen [ 2 e “) . o
* - Mr. Sullivan NOT RTrOTDED. 12 OCT 24 1958
1-Mr, M, A Jones199 g ine e \r
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e MroDeLeselt¥TT o eame 10/19/66 L, TS0
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AR '.JCII.‘.HD VHALEN : . /) JVLU ¥ aa, “e -
2RCSO5ED ARTICLE FOR THE \ U,' . B
.. -’SATURDAY EVENING POST ON . W, .
/2 - 'ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT ¢V 2 N
* . A \.,'4 / A s
o~ By reference from Mr. Sullivan's office, Richara’<h’hale.n; 5
@ to 1wy oifice on October 12 and 14, 1966, and spoke with Bishop, —
. ..-.en is the writer.in residence for the Institute for Strategic Studies
.. is the author of the book about Joseph Kennedy, father of the ~
iomimer President, entitled "The Founding Father." Ee is prescatly.
: - 03 .eave of absence for two months from the Institute for Strategic » . r
<..dies in order to prepare a definitive article on the assassinaiion of :
d.e President for the Saturday Evening Post magazine, to come out Y .
' so:‘.‘.etime in December, 1966. AN
~ ’ ) * ’ 5) \ u h -3
: Ve have no identmable data in Bureau files concerning B
§ % "alen., . LI
| . : : 4L
! . Whaler advised that in his article hé intends to make a * i &
: L :y thcrough and exhaustive study of all of the books which have | T8
; : ::enuj been published in a critical vein concerning the Warren R é
; b W .:r Aniission Report of the assassination of the President and to point 5 =
T ob B L. he false premises upon which the writers of these books have f 7
\me " :ed rneir conciuvsions. He ptated that it is his personal feeling that ¢
1 }M .~..0wing the publication of tha ¥ aCommission Report it was the J c
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‘,:uticle is to point out that the books crilical of the Warren Commxssion

and its conclusion are without any sound basis in fact,

\:halen had a number of questions concerning the FBI's
rolz in the iavestigation of the assassination, all of which are RN
‘ cvmplete y and thoroughly covered in various portions of the Warren -
Zommission Report, and the pertinent portions were pointed out to -
Wialen in answer to his questzons. He indicated that should additional .
- cuestions along these lines arise, he may contact this office agam. PR

RETCOMMIENDATION

None. For information,
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Memo to: Cartha D. Deloach

From: Richard J. Whalen o _?;i | L -

.

Before setting forth my specific requests, 1 would like to restate

a pair of general points. First, | believe we agree that it is clearly
in the national interest, and therefore in the interest of the FB8l, that
the full truth concerning the assassination be made known to the American
people. This, of course, also requires maximun disclosure of the means - o
by which the truth has been arrived at. (And if the truth cannot be - 'y
known with absolute certainty, as so often happens in human affairs, that,
too, must be told candidly.) Second, | believe we share a rising

3 apprehension at the new-won respectability and popular acceptance of the

’
o,

various conspiracy-mongers. Indeed, they now dominate the mass media. f
What is profoundly disturbing In this development is the implicit thrus .
of their attack. It Is directed against the person and policies == ) ~
particularly the Vietnam policy =- of Kennedy's successor. If the Kennedy :i
assassination is not to become an occasion for wholesale assassination of n
the integrity of individuals and institutions, and thus perhaps the most ¢!
tragically divisive chapter in our hi€tpry, it is imperative that the E

defenders of the main findings of thé‘Wérrgg_nggjg;ion promptly regain
the Inftiative. ) :

i

That said, here are my requests: -

.
emirey

1. Not-for-attribution Interviews, of the most candid nature and at the
earliest possible date, with the following FBI Special Agents: Francis X.
0'Neill, Jr., James W. Sibert, Robert A. Frazier, Lyndal L. Shaneyfelt,
and John F. Gallagher. To the maximum degree possible, | would like
these gentlemen to have available for my inspection the documents on
which their published testimony and reports were based.

2. The staff of the Natlional Archives inform me that present restrictions .

- on FBl documents stored there can be removed at the bureau's cisc-etion.
ror a starter, | would like the restrictions lifted from the foiiowing
documents: : . S . :

L R N A :
l&.\ '.' . . I SRR |
TR e
S ] SRR - *
SR - e 1c DEC 22 1958

S——
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~ a) Commission No. 107.1. Supplemental Report to the Report
entitled "lnvestugatnon of the Kul\ung of Lee Harvey Oswald "
lll3/6h 3

b) Commlssaon No. 277. "Lee Harvey Oswald“ 12/3l63

¢) Commission No. 357. Memorandum entitled "The Assassonatnon
of Prcsuh.nl. Juimn F, Kennedy.' 2/2/64% S

d) Commission No. 696. Memorandum entitled "The Assassnnatuon
of President John F. Kennedy." 3/30/64

3. | would like the bureau to use its good offices on my behalf with
the Central! Intelligence Agency, whose reports to the Warren Commission are
presently restricted without exception. If there is nothing to conceal,
the appearance of concealment must be eliminated, for it serves only the
purposes of the conspiracy-mongers, B oo .
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'}~f;f~ ) THe purpose or this mecorandum is to recomzend th“t -
/ t the Burezu cooperate with Mr, Richard J. Whalen in p"oviding_jﬁjf‘ ' A
wr o Zuets for 1. Whalen to use in an article to appear in the 17§/ o

: ‘ “Saturcay Eveniop Post" in the near future, aimed at . silenciag\?’ NG

. :1t1cs of the Tarren Coz:ission on Roport. . . .. ety i}. éﬁq;\
e o Richard J. Thalen is an intellectual cocservative. Ho - R
T -s reliuble arnd trustworthy and has an extrecely high opinioa ot .~
.. %ie Burcau. Fe was bora in 1935 in Ncw York City and was'~ . ... :

;v'du ted with honors fron Queens College in 1957. EKe roruerly N
wis associcted with the Richrond, ercinia, "News Leader" and .. .
.»-beOLe:.;y was a contributing oaitor for "Time" magazine, "f - :

-\iting o2 national affairs, and was later an editorial writexr:
‘o* the "Wall Streot Journal." Ia 1962, he joined the staff of

- 'Fortuze’ magazine as an assoclate editor. Ke receatly wrote a

Lilk entitled “The Founding Father: Tao S ory of Joseph Po " -

"-unedy." Tais book was written by Whalén over the heunedys"‘~'? :5!

oy ections. It was factual and not praiseuert%i)of the Keuuhd]s. S

I Kr. Whalen has contacted ..HEL BYY Lﬁ.ac., =Tested’ ..hat S

”‘a FBI cooperate with him in brirging cr E nmericam ;T o Ez

oo oeoale the full truth concerning the as assiﬁdti uﬂof the ‘late” “

Fresident Joln F. Kennedy. Vhalen states he feels that this 1s g'
vsolu.,ely necessary since ke belicved he™aid TRSTEIECIU shared - E

la rising apprehension at tke nev-ton réspectability and pOSs.ble - Dy

= ,°cce~>t..r.ce of the various cornspiracy mongers, Vhalen stated . . 5 g
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vhat is profoundly disturbing in tils developrent 1s the fact - .--,
- that their attack is directed against the persoa and the E
i :£olicies - particularly the Vietnam policy - of Prosideat ~ 7
L "=wnedy S successor, VWhalea stated in his opinfoa it is ..
:&huyrative that tho defenders of the main findings of the

_' waivren COuhlssion pronptly rogain tho 1nit1at1vo.545,. -
.-'t" l_ S

| ESTRTUAR tmalen specifically requestod that ho be allowed g S )
eonduct *a sot-for-atiribution interviews of the.rost.candid nqture s

o 2nd at the earliest possible date” yith five. “Special Veents of o ;v
‘/] this Burcau. Agents to bo in%torvicied wouldtue EhE e Spec1a1~- eI
- -{L“,~n~s of the Bal.irore Office vno wero present at tse Bothosda »g/;//
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2dy oa the eveaing of 11-22-63 and three
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1+the F3X Labaratory who furnished exacting ev L2 .
-iwirren Commission procduced in our investigation of the essassinae_ -
.snon (Special Acents,Frazigg,'Shaneyfclt a

Senwm—" g .",_'./_\“/\0 A 1 s mo-'-"J:':"n‘-vo ® e

pitzl vhea the éﬁtopsy was ihitially performe
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\\ lr, ¥halen also requestod thaf Sestrictions be lifted -
fron ccrtain Socunents now stored in the National Archives in -.:--%.

iz parlicular ke desircd to have access to and a roview of our-~-

files disclosed all four items are alroady a
public fn the National Archives. A G- °
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it the present time there is'a con

books, articl..:’and newspaper stories apnear
rutlications criticizing the Renort of tiie Vv

vailable to the-z?ﬁﬁn

siderable nuzber of ';
i

ing in Acericanm ~ix>.
arren Commission and.

the ranner in which the Varren Cowsiission arrived at its conclu-

sicis. 4mongz the rcore promineat critics are

N
lark Lane, who -~ §

vwote "Rush to Judsment”; Ecward Epstein, who wrote “Inquest®i

fana Jones, Jr., who wrote "Forgivo Ly Giics
t ?

\oote Ythe Oswald Affafir"; and Rarold Veisberg, who wiote

t.uitewash -« Tae Report of tho Warren Report
wourlis coaitain wild and uasubstantiated alleg

becn subject of scparate review at Scat of Government, - ..--

Each of these writers, in criticiz

Conzission, has also directly or indirectly criticized the FBI.

&nd our investigation of the assassination,

votld be in the best intercstis of this Bureau to cooperate with
1=, Vhzalen in his efforts to bring the complete truth before the
fxmsrican p2ople. Our investigation wvas sound, we have absoluielvw
03iing to hide, and no critic has brought forth even one scin- T
viila of evidence that would cisprove our findings; that is,

$hut Lee Harvey Oswald was the assassin, that he acted alone,q‘h\*
the assassination ' :-

. ] " Q o
3 (o)ﬂ/%br"\'—’ \,A)"'vf.—_‘c’:‘

anc that there was no conspiracy involved in
¢ Zhe late President Keanedy. ’

v S

N
t""i

S
That thi;\Bure u cooperate. with Mr

tho attention of the Amorican pecjle. This will nccessitate,:
periittine M. Yhalen to personally_discuss evidential zatiers 4.
X ess1tate ouvwaril. -
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