
• ••••1 OW. IMO •I0 • •., 
. 	S7ATES Ct( 4rk:MENT 

Tp' :ea 

WA, 

• --...orandurn 

DATF.: 	10/17/66 	-: . i  • 

4 .! • / 
... :.-.e. ..; 

RICEARD WHALEN, 	VU  jj •/.1. 

‘ - • 	J vl I  . 
Li. 	
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.---' SATURDAY EVENING POST ON . 	 .141. .4  ' • - ?, 

/ ? 	• 'ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT 	q 44.' - 	/ .- A.:. - c. • 	„... 	_..,.... i•  
././ . . . 

.1 N 	 By reference from Mr. Sullivan's office, Richara Whalen ' > z-..- . -..e to my oirice on October 12 and 14, 19G6, and spoke with Bishop. 
.....:en is 1:se writet•in.residence for the Institute for Strategic Studies 
.....d is the author of the book about Joseph Kennedy, father of the • •- • 
former President, entitled "The Founding Father." lie is presentli • 
on leave of absence for two months from the Institute for Strategic P , 
:: ....dies in order to prepare a definitive article on the assassination of 
...i. President for the Saturday Evening Post magazine, to come out - ,) 
so:netime in December, 1966.  

- 	. 	 , 4.,  	1 .. -1. No'kL) 
.D C.  

We have no identifiable data in Bureau files concerning. 
glen. 

Whaler. advised that in his article he intends to make a 
y thcrough and exhaustive study of all of the books which have 

:-...antly been published in a critical vein concerning the Warren 
;:c..-nir.fssion Report of the assassination of the President and to point 

:he false premises upon which the writers of these books have 
:ed their conc:cJions. He ‘at d that it is his personal feeling that 

—.owing the publication of th ' .0.0....Conimission_peport it was the 
overwhelming opinion of people throughout the world that the assassi

n 	
q.C-'_. 

tio was the sole work of Oswald and, because of Oswald's Marxist 	• 

	

- 	• LaclIground, the Marxist countries, pz.rticularly Russia, lost prestige. 
:.toted that the recent wave of books critical of the Warren 

:report, however, several of - which have been written by 
:.Ividuals of "leftist" background, have served to discredit the work • 

Lr.f. conclusion of the Commission to tne detriment of the integrity of ,... • 
U. S. and its high officials. Ye advised that the purpose of 

- Mr. De.Loaib:, • • 
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article is to point out that the books critical of the Warren Commission 
: and its conclusion are without any sound basis in fact. 

• 
11ba1en had a number of questions concerning the FBI's 

role in the investigation of the assassination, all of which are 
ccnnpletely and thoroughly covered in various portions of the Warren 
Commission Report, and the pertinent portions were pointed out to 
'::'':glen in answer to his questions. He indicated that should additional 

,ti 	 estions along these lines arise, he may contact this office again. 

 

:r3COMMENDATION  

None. For information. 
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Memo to: Cartha D. Deloach 

From: Richard J. Whalen 

November 15, 1966 • 

I NI Before setting forth my specific requests. I would like to restate 
a pair of general points. First, I believe we agree that it is clearly 
in tLe national interest, and therefore in the interest of the FBI, that 
the full truth concerning the assassination be made known to the American 
people. This, of course, also requires maximum disclosure of the means 
by which the truth has been arrived at. (And if the truth cannot be 
known with absolute certainty, as so often happens in human affairs, that, 
too, must be told candidly.) Second, I believe we share a rising 
apprehension at the new-won respectability and popular acceptance of the 
various conspiracy-mongers. Indeed, they now dominate the mass media. 
What is profoundly disturbing in this development is the implicit thrust 
of their attack. It is directed against the person and policies -- 
particularly the Vietnam policy -- of Kennedy's successor. If the Kennedy is 
assassination is not to become an occasion for wholesale assassination of 	

(1 the integrity of individuals and institutions, and thus perhaps the most 

1. Not-for-attribution interviews, of the most candid nature and at the 
earliest possible date, with the following FBI Special Agents: Francis X. 
O'Neill, Jr., James W. Sibert, Robert A. Frazier, Lyndal L. Shaneyfelt, 
and John F. Gallagher. To the maximum degree possible, I would like 
these gentlemen to have available for my inspection the documents on 
which their published testimony and reports were based. 

2. The staff of the National Archives inform me that present restrictions . 
on FBI documents stored there can be removed at the bureau's disc'etion. 	191 
For a starter, I would like the restrictions lifted from the foiiowing 
documents: 

. • s 	•./ ' 1 

1.P 
	 ft. 

IC DEV22 195:: 

.JAN 41967 

. tragically divisive chapter in our htftpry, it is imperative that the 	.s 
defenders of the main findings of the-Warren Commission promptly regain  ..• 

. the initiative. f- . 
That said, here are my requests: 	 E. 



-2- 

a) Commission No. 107.1. Supplemental Report to the Report 
entitled "Investigation of the Killing of Lee Harvey Oswald." 
1/13/64. 

b) Commission No. 277. "lee Harvey Oswald" 12/3/63 

c) Commission No. 357. Memorandum entitled "The Assassination 
of President Juni% F. Kennedy." 2/2/64 

d) Commission No. 696. Memorandum entitled "The Assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy." 3/30/64 .  

3. 1 would like the bureau to use Its good offices on my behalf with 
the Central Intelligence Agency, whose reports to the Warren Canmission are 
presently restricted without exception. If there is nothing to conceal, 
the appearance of concealment must be eliminated, for it serves only the 
purposes of the conspiracy-mongers. 

ti 
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The purpose of this memorandum is to recommend that .,:"- g the Bureau cooperate with r.r. Richard J. Whalen in providing'j-ik. .faets for Lr. Whalen to use in an article to appear in the I. i/ • • ;"Zaturday Even;; Post" in the near future, aimed at silencin 	I •  
• 

critics of thes-Tarren Commissiony.eport. 

	

Richard J. Whalen is an intellectual conservative. Re 	• 

	

is reliaYte and trustworthy and has an extremely high opinion Of 	' e Bureau. Re was bora in 1935 in Kew York City and was' ;raduated with honors from Queens College in 1957. He formerly -.  associated with the Richmond, Virginia, "News Leader" and  .:-,hsequeatly was a contributing editor for "Time" magazine, -vriting on national affairs, and was later an editorial writer . i W Tor the "all Street Journal." In 1932, be joined the staff of ;H::. - 1t 

	

'?ortuae" magazine as an associate editor. He recently wrote'a 	
, 

entitled "The Founding Father: The Story of Joseph P. 	• êl :eanedy." This book was written by Whalen over the Kennedys 
• • 	! objections. It was factual and not praiseworthy of the Kenaedys..-:.%  

-11 	t '40 1r. Whalen has contacted the B4reriti,-...1,4 -ft.,:ested that:. 1 the FBI cooperate with him in bringing A'01-th -0A-.1? Lmericin-: Iseople the full truth concerning the as4iisilidtiOd'of the late -- 

	

resident John F. Kennedy. Whalen states ho feels that this is 	. 

	

iabsolutely necessary since be believed he-NWattZ-WMTushared 	gl 1a rising apprehension at the new-von respectability and possible 1 LH.  ;acceptance of the various conspiracy mongers. Whalen stated T vhat is profoundly disturbing in this development is the fact that-their attack is directed against the person and the':;:-  tnolicies - particularly the Vietnam policy - of President :ennedy's successor. Whalen stated in his opinion it is ;.1.mperative that the defenders of the main findings of the *Zarren Commission promptly regain the initintive. 
- Ilt...rokNz-v■ii 

Whalen specifically requested that he be allowed te. ::::. ' - < conduct "not-for-attribution interviews of the:Foz.tofindid nature : and at the earliest possible date" vith_LlYc..§Pec.10...;-c:91W-4417:-   ( f this .B%treau. Agents to bo intervievad wou.151C40=cio Special-...10-ents of the Baltimore Office who were present at the/Doth.:.sda -..-  

' 	) 

•••■•• 	• 

ZGT: ..'.!:::=SIN:!.T:ON OF PRESIDENT 
Y.ENNEDY, • 

N3VIMER 22, 1963 

-_. 	. 
1 - gr. Posen ..-:77;:: 	.,.... 1 — lir. Sullivan-_ - -- ro..14...- 
1 - Zr.. 	Branigan.  - =( 	.,... 
1 - Ur. Leniha • 
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spital v-.o the autopsy was initially performed on President 	0-„? V.. -..-..et:nady on the evening of 11-22-63 and three Special Agents of!!--:*-- ' . .-t1-.1 F:3I Lab-dratory who furnished exacting evidence to the .y. 
,-:-.::rea Com:liszion produced in our investigation of the assassina-_.-  
...  ' t 	(Slecial Agents.Frazier,,Shaneyfelt and Gallagher): -- ' .1 ------ 	....--_,......, .1.4.• ; V . - .• •;-' -0 ; : ..- •••••• .V" - z. • • .: % -..-• • ,••••1 • 	' 	

• • , . . 
\X  Lr. Uhalen also requested that restrictions be lifted : , fron certain documents now stored in the National Archives in -.---- 4J •-order that rhalen could review such data. He listed four documoatq,"!-;: I n particular he desired to have access to and a review of our 	ari" 1 files disclosed all four items are already available to the ----- .-:*. : V 

public 4n the National Archives.. 	q % 	-,...,..,,v. 	-, L___ , - -:f.-. .: -,-:0---- a-p--17—...-- ....i41 '•■•.'•-•.6••::+' ...V..".."0.4 	 . ''r . . 	••••:.% . 	V. 

	

,..r.)4. ...........7/....• 	T a i l 
- ,-, 

1 tc At the present time there is a considerable number of 1 i ., boo::s, artic/..ind newspaper stories appearing in American -:•-• 
publications crj"ticizing the Report of the Varren Commission and%.; i III% 
the manner in which the Uarren Com:lission arrived at its conclu-%):., 
sfons. 4mong the more prominent critics are lark Lane, who .'-• 1 • - u 	, : 
vrete "Rush to Judgment"; Edward Epstein, who wrote "Inquest"; 	:■-:%.  r6an Jones, Jr., who wrote "Forgive ry Grief"; Leo Sauvage, who t e t. %.-ete The Oswald Affair"; and Harold Veisberg, who wrote 	•- 4 s?14 c rt t 	• 	- 1-.'aitevash - The Report of the Warren Report." Each of these 	. ..... 

r.  • •■‘i worhs contain wild and unsubstantiated allegations and all have i• e * • 
been subject of separate review at Seat of Government. 	. 	 .4. ■ ""•, .i7: 

.., ' • - ,-.• - . 	- 	Each of these writers, in criticizing the Warren 	oi: )1‹ 	•.: - _ . 
1 Ce:ssion, has also directly or indirectly criticized the FBI-  ---;land our investigation of the assassination. It appears that it %.);‘e  0NZ •!vould be in the best interests of this Bureau to cooperate with 	,;■.4t.  • ,ir.r. Vhalen in his efforts to bring the complete truth before the :7-.:.li: •••) • 	. • ---• .7.r.e:lcan people. Our investigation vas sound, we have absolutelvZ . , 

... li 1 , 

	

-v.; sl, ti•• • 	:. ‘,A  

	

—; 1-.0'.:::.ing to hide, and no critic has brought forth even one scin- ,....- 	.. 
of evidence that would disprove our findings; that is, 	't i e 	•:. '- 	:. 	.7'. 	 . • • 

:t..n4c. Lee Harvey Oswald was the assassin, that he acted alonor;.- 

	

... 	;•  ; Aand that there was no conspiracy involved in the assassination ' :- i   / Pcf *;he late President Kennedy. 	• V % • • ...3___..t. • ._. 	/1) -;.• • . 	J4.  j 	- ..'.,•:. . .-----• .... 	1•11 ' • ' ". '100.7.:' V • ..' • 	'1; 7: -$1.1 ■••• -21•.": • .. " "'"1..:1?"..."" 	."‘"-""'" .4-4.-  .41w 	•.., 
$ • • 	• 

e;P.7C3M!•1_2::D.t.TION: L-;..C;'lii""i ....f..-,e.,..) . 9........", 4.;•9,•••.t.1.3 . se; IN 	- • 	 -4.- 4.-....-- 	
"•■:.:1 .6 --A 	... - 	t-,-.... 	---. • 	%-■• 	 ,. 

	

That this Bureau cooperate. with Vr. Richard J. Whalen: .:., . 	NO in 3trict confidence with' no attribution to the FBI,'on his curreat 
,....eavor to bring the full truth concerning the assassination  
•- the attention of the American people. This will necessitate ,:-,...;..- . 	t$ gb ...L. 	

• •-'0.4 :'.'-o■ 	 ittin rr. Vila len to_pcTrenally d.isCii-Cs eCi-d-el-iStTii-l-yz.-aTeers -1...... • 	. :, , 
... 1

C.I. with-FBI-Si-6-6101 k:ent personae' :nd vifl-iifb:6-iibcCsaii-elik-....,;,.  
ils7,71's-ti -ii.--1:F-72-a-io  

- 	i'a;:61.-t. -e6d765:1-Tilift-s-iiiiI.71Vrfred_lr, Vie Fa-tiortillalIch 	now-,------ 	• 	,., 
.ui pi!4lic domain, which clearly refute the false allegations of  

_•. 	• 	. 	. 	 • 	.: 

_....!--.v..rious critics of the Warr-en Commission Report. 	44-:;_,‘:. .. .-- 1. 	..,. 
N. 	a 	. 	!../...i... A._ . 	.,A......1 •__ 	,w..11 NA., ...... ......... _ ..4.........., . ,,........___ „,.:. 
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