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Four years azo Sunday,
Richard Nixon almost
gave a speech-which ¢on-
tained his “‘secret plan’ to
end the war. - '

Quite simply, he proposed
“candid, toughminded.
face-to-face diplomacy”

with ‘he So-
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danger of
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th=ir support
af the North
Vielnamsse.
“the sources for this cu-
rinds and by now peripheral
intelligence is a book by
Itichard Whalen, entitled
“To Catch a Falling Flag,”
A memoir of his days 2as a
.. Nl¥on campaign adviser agd
“speech [ writer.” It " is . not
- schedulsd for publication-un-
! May 17, but Kevin Phil-

r At one of the numerous.
planning and drafting ses-

signs, Mr. Nixon gave:this
stark appraisal of Vietnam:

{‘P've.come to the conclusion

that” there’s :no way to win
the war. But we can't say
“ithat. - of ‘course. In fact, we
thave.
just to keep some degree of
bargaining leverage.”

* Mr. Nixon's idea was to
seek a summit with the So-
viets and say fo them, “If
‘you're. willing to give ground
" and help us'gut of this mo-
Tass, it would mean a lot of
good things,”: T T
Whalen, whb was to resign
- from the cagépaign in mid-
course, disgested with the
“risen advarice mea” who
took it over;”was given the
job of drawing up the final

- drafts i ; ;
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. The speech, published -

to say the opposite.

. — Vietnamization is cuprehi-7-

lixon, Vietnam & Russia

- gopd things” in big-power’
agréements? "~ - 7
- Do concessionis _on.trad_e,]
_arms limitations and space .
mean more fo-Moscow than !
its prestige 2s abig-brother
and shield to litfle:Red-na-
tions _fighting the capitalist)
imperialists > How intérésted |
* .are Brezhnev agd gompany
in Mr. Nixon's rg-elec a:% ‘E
- RoLE [ F
" The equation then, as now,

leaves out -the ‘North Viet-
namese, who haye shibborn--
ly refused {o recegmize théir-
role as a chess plece on the:
Kissinger-Nixon board, T ug
even -when . explained 1o,
them by Chou En-lai. They
are fighting fgr .a victory.
- We are bombing for “a re-

-~ treat without dishonor,” and
ly-at o shambles — widl &I‘evé-‘;"' E _!gg;éth‘ggé,_y ears in officg l
iy-ai & sha S " Richard Nixon has not been.
e smore interested in help- able to nail that particular
ing him out? coonskin to the wall. 3

CLIQUE . It matters little what he
Henry Kissjnger — con- thought and almost did four
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RICHARD WHALEN
He's the source

. ready to put to the test — .

; : .. it§ entirety. is a far more
lips revealed:its inost stress- sty
;'p: ilt‘zm izf i Bock ;eview‘,m measured and less bellicose

a secent edition of “Human Ulterance than the bombas-
. E:’e m s 5 ConEERivE tic defiance the president un-

weekly.

+ The plan has not changed
in four years. President Nix-
on is today packing his bags,.

night. The purpose was, as
Whalen  explained, . that
.‘even if- the Soviets could
not reasonably be expected
: . asiialties 0 ACCummodate Nixon
éi’go"gogﬁglréi? hiif’“}i?;: where they had disappointed

‘Asian dead later — his theo- J0MDSON. it was essential to

leasned last Wednesday -

temptuously dismissed ‘by

Whalen as a “standing
cligue of the eold war.”,
came- back from his secret’
journey to Moscow pro- |
claiming light at the end of |
the tunnel by July 1.

Was he whistling past the :
graveyard, or did he extract .
from the Russians a promise
of cutting off arms to Hanoi .

‘years ago. The ominous
question is what will he do
for it now. If he comes home
from Moscow emptyhanded i
and - the North Vietnamesei
are still advancing, will he !

. take some drastic new mili- -

tary measures?:His tenden-
¢y, as he has warned us of- |
ten, is when cornered “to
‘strike, back.™ "

.. Ty that the way out of Viet- identify Moscouf' as thie pri-
nam is through Moscow. = - 0ary source of our frus}rrf:
;I‘he gl deli.\;e'redt fion in Southeast Asia.

: Cadaaal o ~ Since the North Vietnumese

".-_:.?peech ‘was_somc six'months §If’en_si\ ¢ began Moscow has
@ preparation. In the early - fisen-fingered by two cabinct
1968 primaries. Me. Nixon sfficers and the President
confined himself to CHUCISM pimself as the villain of the
of -the dJohnaoy ‘P‘”},”V o fpiece — with little notable
5§; adg:cl,l'ei:iilfnfﬂih dliafv. effect on,the military situa-
Blir 286184 : " Hion. :

" al and Robert Kennedy's en- i AT . a
Lirv offered him a chance to!'The [first year he was in
put sonmie liglt between hlm._;’-'b[flce, Mr. Nixon sought re-
and Lyndon Johnson. i ‘peatedly to intere_st the Rus-
- TIME ; sians in -gatting him ‘otf the
He discarded the speech fook. The record of those

Sorad time oot €Ly ‘months is replete with
i . inted time colet :

& h;:.? [?:R?]Imf; Etd;;;;hg?lt references to conferences
Slehnisn akocs t announve g, With Soviet representatives.

by ! i
: : ie andi. SNOW that he is negotiating
j]cgaotnl:){:]mg halt and his abdi from 2 pasition of weakness

in return for an escalation of '




