¥r, Paul Valentine 1/26/75
The Washington Post

1150 15 8t., MW

Weshington, D.C. 20005

Dear Paul,

Your current series reminds me of some agent provocateur activity. Ky
recollection may be too hasy but for what it may be worth this is what I recall,

Somo years azo when I was in Semmie Abbott's office (296-4350) there were
soveral black men there. Samuie was doing some art work for them, He introduced
us and told them of my work on tho King sasassination. They were organizing some
kind of commemorative mceting, Dr. King's birthday or an anniveraary of hie death.
Not sure. “aybe some other subject. Anyway, tha on: of the two I recall fairly
clearly, a rather substantial typs, aaked me what 1'd say if they asked me to
speek. I sald I'd speak oritically of the failure of the black eomzunity to have
any genuine interest in that assasaination. He 1iked that and asked me to speak,

The mecting was at Hdev. Wendi's church, I think on a Saturday aftermoon.
hi‘bamlythumomtomatthachumhmdmamthorahadboenuthreat
againat any Monky who would dare te say a word at all eritical of any blacks. Thia
thmtomtrmuhatlmcallumkindotﬂdhﬁth&t.mofmpposad
Black Panthers. I was asked not to say what I'd planned to aveid trouble and I agreed.
Then I was delayed an the mpeakers list and asked to speak about two minutes only
mdtgainlumed.lvmcloatothnhstofalmmm

My only olear recollection of the other speakers is that the editor of the
Qilcksilver Bimes had to be cwasmy of a police provoocateur. His was pretty violent
stuff, Bxtrewe as hell.I didn't lmow him.

About as aoon as the mecting was over I returned home,

Later I was told that those from whom the threat cane had been chased out of
town by the Black Panthers of whonm they were or pretended $o be part. I am pretty
sure that the Fanther organisation believed one or more of these unknown 14the
Streeters ( tiat is, uninown to me) was a provocatuer. I am algc pretty sure that
they had a reputation for violence but wm were themselves threatened by black
men whose capability of doing violence to them was beyond question, Maybe it is
that the real Panthers had or brought in an enforcer, ons whose warning would be
heeded. I am clear on two things: the threats to me came from those who were
regarded as tough charactemseapeble of causing the violence at the church they
threatensd; and they wers chased the next day by one or more whose oredentinls
nseded no authanticstion.

I have no way of knowing whether these tough guys whose purposes were, pretty
clearly, disturbance, were police agents. Or if 1t will interest you. If it does
zaybe Sammie will recall the incident and the man who impressed me as s pretty
solid~type citisen. Ny recollection is sk of & men not less than 5%9% about 160
1bs, maybe a little more, and not less than about 40 years of age, Nat & kid,

Samde is ane of those whome supposed radical ideas have beccus the accepted
beliefs of a majority of the community. Be was then giving leaderaMp on many 1asues,
especially freeways and black rightae I'1l be surprised if he was not a najor
targst of any Mntelligence operations.

My recollection includes the seriousness with which the threat against me
and the mesting/church were taken by those who crgsnized the nesting, especially
this one black men, My impression at the time was that too many of the speakers .
£it what I recelled of my days investigatding private-detective provocateur opera~
tions of the 1930a.

Best,



