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If it was too difficult for the “ommission to undertake such/simple /:1,!r.': wlnd
U

tasks af gsking Ype, L"rrnnally to meil it the Governor's clothing before the
T he P i bi
evidence T"‘E dastroyed, or to ask such raaﬂily-availabla celebrities as V1ifT Carter
sdony - Luiaeh d&__wa-'( e me»:.c
whet he did with th-e/clothing,fthere was nothing toydifficult or too expensive when

to came to spying on those Who were critical of the Yommission and the government's

pretended investigation of thg ssaasqinatig,n. . !‘7«""&' r \

- { 0o 0) In Chepter 9 ,we exsmined a February 29 -rillens memo and 1n it —— }
A @ f 0] A E

saw the Commission's prostitution ol the American Bar Assocletion in its

eflort to atifle criticism snd lhark Lane 8 5 AR D EEN B R R A X
e — i .
/who=e lezal services hed bean engaged by K ra. arguerite Dﬂ?rﬁld. (nay ,& paren- -
Yechronologicel™ > '
thetically wonder how drderly,i'elease of the Gonmisaion g files wes served by

mskingz & Februery 29 Villens memo sveileble eerlier and suppressingz this one,

written earlier ) e e ‘e

It now turns out thet this was not the only memo nillens wrote
on that subject. ‘)mpressed until September 20, 1967, wes one h /ﬂ,;afted
S ‘

5 /
fabruary 26, three—days—meriiex.

Un Februsry 286, before it had ‘begun its oM inveétig&tion, -the Cort;miqqian
: P was considerin: puttiug a mll-time FBI t_a_il on Mt Lsne T
enc wes giving serious thought to violsting the privacy of smsll groups of two
dozen Americans who gethered to discuss and hearz@ about the murdsr of their
Fresident, For this kind of investigation, there was no shortsge of TBI menpower or
money. Only for sending for Governor Conrally's clothing before their evidentisry

value was destroyed, or getting the 1rx'eplaceéble pieture of the essassination

before they disapgearad,was there penny-pinching,.

The FEI had taped 211 of Lane's public apresresnces (More, they ere still

regarded as the most urgent netionsl secretse emd dozens ol them are clakssified "secret"

in the “ational Archives-by Hoover's dirsction, presumeably!).\Tha Commisesion.uanted
=y

mEpe, “ere is every word of the two persgrsphs of Willens' memo, Which is deliberstely

made so illegible it is unsutisble for reproduction:
. Zr..rqr‘ruﬂv) WO
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One does not heve to sgree with the sction to understand what could have
impelled the withholding of this Willens memo. There is:’.nothing in it to méke the
'gov_rmuant proud. notﬁin-g to make citize_ns feel fre-a or that they -d-are even dream of
;xercizing tl_:nse "inslienable" rigﬁfa, those “God-C-iven"- in t;le political addresses,
nothing that helps solves the jmans:auai.na*t'.‘.lon. Uﬁly repression is in them, mhd a
fine ﬁortrait of its darliné 1;or the ‘i’-‘ashingto; Post. -
Howard Willens who, despite A.:len Specter's contrary aecPunt,_ is a
fepertment of Justice hwyar,_wrote a8 memo to the former Solicitor gsnaral of the
United States then the general counsel of the Commission hesded by the Chief

Justice of the United Stetes,bragging that it was heving its secret police eavesdrop

on the lawyer representing the mothgr\o_f tte murdered sccuged essassin and telling

474 —
\’b them how @ they could ximiwtm further repe Americen freedom smd justice if thie
were not snough, by hsving the secret police penetrate small, priv:te gsthrings.
His lsment was that in such smell groups it would not bs possible to tepe record

~_whet wes ssid.

Ee didn t consult the right part of the FBI. Ond of my speeehes,was
visibly bugzed by radio. This was in mid-Decemter 1966, when I had just published

@ book saying the FBI hed engsged in s coverup.

.&ALJ'-
He didn't get any reprimend,that I cen fimdy either. “e @ntinued in lis =
position ob trust end suthority through the lifs of the then-young Commission. His™
lusts

thoughts were the Commissionls thoughts, his desires theirs., too.
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