]
(E?Z) Ve , 10% THE "THREE=-MONKEY#S" THECRY
[}

Nelther beginning nor ending with Governor Connally, but dramatized
by him is the "single-bullet" theory - Arlen Specter's - that the Com=-
mission, in its Report, tries to suggest 1ls not central to its conclusicns,
but really is.

With it, the Commission could pretend to account for all the shoot-
ing, even though 1t could not. Without i1t, no such possibility existed.
The Rpport accounts for the so-called "fatal™ shot, at Zapruder Frame 313.
P 2 2 w;g__ﬂ‘_/ e )

That, (1ts evidanc?;inéiaéiss, struck no one elge and inflicted no otlter
wounds on the President. Another shot missed. It would not be associated
with any bullet or part of a bullet that struck the car and any of its
occupantas. For gll the wounds to have been inflicted with no more than
three bullets having been f ired charges the "single bullet" of that thedry
with causing the remaining seven non-fatal injuries to both the President
and the Governor,

These wounds are sald to be in the front and back of the President's
neck, the back and front of the Governor's chest, through his wrist, from
the upper side to the lower, and into his thigh, where a fragment lodged
in the bone. These are fully discussed in WHITEWASH, in the related
chapters, "The Number Of Shots" and "The Doctors And The Autopsy". .

Thuos 1t can be#sean that the"single-bullet" theory is not a:"theory"
(though it 1s anything but fact)y but is a necessity. If a single bullet
dld not have this meteoric life, at l3ast one additional bullet had to have
been fired. That required another assassin. Come what may, this the
Commission was determined not to concede, for another assassin, whether or
not Oswald was the first, meant a conspiracy. (Conspiracy is a combination
to do wrong. It requires but two particpants.)

Specter 1s at once the father of the single-bullet theory and the
first to abandon his child (WHITEWASH II, "Magic, Mystery and Nyth"). He
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MHaintains the polite pretense of a relationship behind the facade that it
is not obligatory.

Only because during the Commission's life there was no confponta-

A\, ,‘,}J -

tion with opposing counsel and examined evidence was it possible to draam

l“‘

that a single bullet could have had this past. The disproof is abundant
In the Commission files, where the staff saw to it that it remained.

The most common form 1s the proof that without the missed shot, all
three were entirely taken up inflictling the wounds on both victims. This
ig not to gay that three bullets can account.for all the injurles. But
1t 1s to say that until it became too obvious that the "missed" shot
could not be ignored, it was lgnored, by the FBI, Secret Service and the
Cormigslon staff.

The "single-bullet" theory is the imention contrived in an effort
to make it seem that all the shooting could be accounted for in three shots
and that Lee Harvey Oswald could have fired all three shots. Without this
the Report had to acknowledge the reality no one iln government was prepafad
to face, that the President was murdered as the consequence of a congpiracy

Without doubt, as the Commlssion's apologists say, the "siﬁg}e-
bullet" theory came into existence gradually. This ls not because there

was pogitive evidence, for that never did exlst. It i1s simply because the
reality that the "missed" bullet could not be avoided was not immediately
faced. As 1t became more and more apparent that there was no ezmcaping i
that "misssd bullet", it also became apparent that without something to
take up the slack, there would be a consplracy Report. Thus the extra
burden placed on the 6.5 mms, of the "single" non-fatal bullet.
It i1s not possible to analyze and report on the autopsy and what

Lovinilaens
relates to 1t ar to the other centrsl evidence of the assassinati on wlthout
A .
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in some way dealing with the "single-bullet" theory, for it is one of the
more important aspects of the case. Therwwill, therefore, be some re-
petition later.

y In what immedl tely follcws, I have not trled to exhaust the
thq.- Lt ! ppyvpa s v At ¢ i re S

material, nor have T used all that is available. lThe purpose hs to pre-

sent at a single point a fair sampling of the information in the Com-
mission's files but suppressed from what it reported showing that it,
the FBI and the Secret Serviceimx
never concelved a "gsingle-bullet theory" from the evidence;
required all three shots they admitted were fired to explmin the
i shooting, as they think they explalined it;?;hd that only in time
of dire necessity did it emerge in a tempoé&rily guccessful but
fraudulent effort to overcome the liabilitles of the tangible
and irrefutable evidence.
Aside from the unofficial accounts, whiéh can be quoted selectively,
2 '“ﬂ¢%ég a number of theorigs of what hanpened, all the immediate of ficlal ex-
L_j;_?_c Semgle - fudic? Lm—"u-_‘::'-r_i‘;./
planations were other thanékzh=uhat “the Commission finally fixed upon,and
_hone coming from those who had seen the wounds supported any varlant of the

4
)'lli.ngle-bullet the ory’;

As socon as the doctors had finished their emergency treatment of
the Governor and had a moment to collect themselves, the Dallas police
intereviewed them arﬂ cbtaired the information needefl-for their "General-
Offense Repprt" (see pp.___l__ . Its language, under "Details of Offen-se",
leavesno doubt gbout why there was no space for it, too, 1n the 800 pages
of the Report, or in the interrogations of the appropriate wltnesses. This

official document, filed the day after the assassination, says:



131
"Mr, Connally sustained a gunshot wound with the polnt of entry
loecated in the posterior of the right shoulder, ranging dowward thru
the chest, exiting on the right chest just below right nlpople. The
bullet continued, striking the right wrilst, palmslide, exiting 2 inches
from the wrlst joint. A fragment contlnued, entered the interlor
ppotion of the left thigh causing a flesh wound."

This belief/;hat a fragment broke off, continued, and embedded
itself in the #ximgx thigh, eliminating an almost-perfect bullet, what
Exhibit 399 is - is also that of Dr. Robert R. Shaw, one of the Connally
surgeons (6H91).

The FBI summary reports of December 9 and January 13 are without
comfort to'single-bullet" theoreticians, as we shall ses.

By December 18, 1963, when the Secret Service made its officlal
report (the Commissiogfs third file), 1t was cagieztthan.the FBI. In its
own name and on itafgﬁthority it did not say how many shots were flred or
what damage each did. This may seem like something less than a Secret
Service,ééport on the assassination of the President Wt was guarding so
he would not be murdered, but it 1s also a report about which the Seeret
Service could not have been criticized for saying what was later to be
unwelcome. The Secret 3Service played it safe: it said nothing, ecknow-
ledering on its 31st page, in its "Narrative of Events,", only that,after the
motorcade was on Elm Street, "there was a sharp report”. ‘

/ When the Secret Service can make this kind of ;r"report“ on its ;hf
vestigation of the murder of a President, it makes one wonder wha£ the
Secret Service really does and if.the charges of neglect made against it
might not have a basis. File 3 is not a report; it is an infantile evasion.

13:52) More Important than anything else 1s bureaucratic security. So, to

play 1t safe, these stalwart guardlans of the President said nothingl The
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Secret Service
Commission was without complalint over thlsg callous/indifference to 1its
official raspongibilities, or to i1ts gross incompetence, for such a
childishly inadequate "report" 1s one of these two things - or much worse.
Perhaps the Commission was grateful that 1n this instance the Secret
Service did not give it still another hurdle to gcale, fur ther proof of
the invalldity of the false conclusions 1t was to issue.
Tven in the appended exhibits, Secret Service Chief Rowley took
no chances. Here is the account of the actual assasslnatlon that, if
anything, 1s even less meaningful:
"12:30 p.m. Because of what appeared tc be the mound of a firefracker
(Approx.) or gunfire, akso because of unusual activity in the
Presidential and follow-up cars, we immedigtely ac=
celerated movement of Lead Car. Infommation was received
over the two-way radlo that we should proceed to the
nearest hospital, and we were escorted speedily to the
Parkland Hospital. The President and Governor Connally
were placéd on stretchers and were lmmedlately taken
to the Emergency Room for medical attention. (See my
gtatement and statements from other agents as to activ-
itles during this incident,)"
How much "safer" could he play it - or how much iess o uld he say
in reporting the murder of the President!
Of course, this was not because the Secret Service did not know
better, nor was it because their own investigations had not told them
what had happened. The Commission, consistent with its determination to
conclude that Oswald was the lome assassin and that there had been no con-
gpiracy, simply suppressed from its Report and the appended 10,000,000 word:

of evidence that which disproved its peedetermined conclusions.
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1

12:30 p.m. Because of what appeared to be the s
(Approx, ). or gunfire, also because of unusual :::gvzi;aiﬁi:;:raCke?
Presidential and follow-up cars, we immediately accelerated
movement of Lead Car. Information was received over the
two-way radio that we should proceed to the nearest hospital
and we were escorted speedily to the Parkland Hospital, '
The President and Governor Connally were placed on stretchers
; ‘ and were immediately taken to the Emergency Room for medical
_attention., (See my statement and statements from other
agents as to activities during this incident, )

to the Emergency Room for medical attention. (See ﬁﬁ
statement and statements from other agents as to activ-
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How much "safer"” could he play it - or how much iess  uld he say
in reporting the murder of the Presidentd
Of course, thls was not because the Secret Service did not know
better, nor was it because their own invesgtigations had not told them
what had happened. The Commission, consistent with its determination to
conclude that Oswald was the lome assasgsin and that there had been no con-
gpiracy, simply suppressed from its Report and the appended 10,000,000 word

of evidence that which disproved its peedetermined conclusions.
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Example after example exists throughout the secfet files. Here

are a few cases:

Secret Service report of November 28, 1963, from Inspector Tom

elley to Ghie wley (Camrisclon File 97, Emixex®x Folder 2, folio 235 ;

&wt gwmrv M\«EI e}r‘l-v/f, Thi, resta:

{see~pe— - =P .

ilfAt ths foot of Elm Street, at a point approximately 200 feet east of

Ithe Houston Street Triple Underpass, on thespproach to the Stemmons
Freeway, President Kennedy, who was seated on the right rear seat,
was shot. TImmedlately thereafter Governor Comally, seated in the
right jump seat, was shot once. The President was then shot the
gecond time,"

FBI report of XNovember 29, 1963, by Agents Robert M. Barrett and

Ivan M. Lee (Commission File 5, folio 117) Hsee—pe— o) _
t
"SA HOWLETT advised that it had been ascertalned from the movies

that President Kennedy was struck with. the first and third shots
N‘:::::::::) fired by the assassin, while Gov., Connally was struck with the second
Bhot,"

How Secret Service Agent John Joe Howlett established this is also
workhy of note, for it is exactly as the FBI, for the Commission, did it
over aBaln in May to pretend otherwlse: Howlett

Madvised that with the aid of-a gurveyor and through the use of 8 mm
movie films deplicting President John F. Kenre dy being struck by
h“:::::::) assassin's bullets on November 22, 1963, Howlett was able to
ascertain that the distance from the window ledge of the farthest
window to the east in the sixth floor of the Texas School Book De-
pository Bulilding, 411 Elm Street, to where the President was struck
the f'irst time 1n the neck was approximately 170 feet. He stated

this distance would be accurate within two ar three feet,"
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first and third shots fired by the assassin, while Goy.. the second
CONNALLY was struck with the second shot, RNSSE
h.hot." 2

How Secret Service Agent John Joe Howlett established this is also
workhy of note, for it is exactly as the FEI, for the Commission, did it

over apain in May to pretend otherwise: Howlett

"advised that with the ald of a surveyor and through the use of 8 mm

. advised that with the aid of a surveyor and through the use — - b
: of 8 millimeter movie films depicting President JOHN F. ¥
KENNEDY being struck by assassin's bullets on November 23,
1963, HOWLETT was able to ascertain that the distance from

the window ledge of the farthest window to the east in the -
3ixth floor of -the Texas School Book Depository Building, ——
411 Elm Street, to where the President was struck the first ok De=-

::m:ain the.?eck WAs approximately 170 feet. He stated this

nea wo

pos;tor? gu?fd?ﬁgfrﬁff Eiﬁhéfrggg,°Eut9£99;fEEF°Pnesident was struclk
the first time in the neck was approximately 170 feet. He stated

this distance would be accurate within two a threes feet."
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The facts hadn't changed. The Zapruder fiin certainly didn't
In fact, Howlett had a bebter print of it, an original copy. The surveyor
and his ingiigéent were constant, as was their accuracy. Accuracy bo
"within two or three feet" 1s as great or greater than ever achieved.

All that changed was the Commission's problem: it did not dare
Agnore the "missed" bullet. Therefore, the evidence and its meaning had
to be worked around to be consistent with one shot having mlssed the
motorcade entirely.

Among the other Secret Service records of the fact that threes shots
hit the cer's occupants are several published in WHITEWASH II. |

The Secret Service engaged Dallas Surveyor Robert West to prepare

(’! ft\!\'*‘ l—

a map of the assassination area. On IHJgas ?hen marked éﬁg;igot the car
was when each of three shots struck C:;: 167, 243).

Durlng 1ts reconstruction, the Secret Service placed a "replica"
-car where it says the Presldent's was when each of the three shots struck,
then photographed 1% in each position‘?ggggf%ﬁg§{ These are part of
Commission File 88,

Arlen Specter, father of the "single-bullet" theory, was familiar

with this file. When he was lnterrogating Sevret Service Inspector Tom

Kelley (QHITEWASH II, %% 166~8), he alluded to other photographs that are
part of it and entered them into evidence. Specher, however, made no

reference to these Secret Service pictureé_¥£§%’showgé&fhe President's car
.where It was when each of three bullets struck. Inspector Kelley was just

as dellcﬁﬁe. He remained silent about the ummwelcome evidence. {;ﬂ?ijkii:J
WP Thié-igdigg'ths only such occasion in the Commission's record ar

when Specter conducted the taking of testimony. With Dr. Humes on the
stand, /Specter offered into evidence what was Identified as Exhiblt 397
(WHITEWASH 183). Specter then identified this exhibit as identidal wiﬁ&
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Commission File 371. When Humes was asked to identify it, he sald it
included "various notes in }onghand, or Jwese® coples, rather, of varlous
notes in longhand made‘by myself, In part during the performance of the
examination of the late Presldent, and in part after..." '

Now these autopsy notes, not burned by Humes (WHITEWASH iﬁ?) and
in his hand months later, when he was on the wltness stand, are essential
in any examination of the assassinatlon or the autopsy report. DNotes are
the basls of 1t. They did exlsteas of the time of Humes' testimony, they
were entered into evldence, the evidence Specter was in charge of,.and

they have been physlcally removed from that evidence (see ﬁorrespondence

appendix).

Thus the evidence of the autopsy has been further tampered with,
further suppressed, if not illegally, certainly improperly. These qotes
are not in any cooies of File 371, not in the National Archives in any
form. It is another coincidence, no doubt, that this also happened in -
another part of the case over which Arlen Specter had charge. Remember
the Secret Service pletures showing the car when each of the thrée shots -

/ﬁit?.which weré in the fiie Specter used; but he in this case 3gpt them
' out eof evidenee? —Hdad I not-dug them up—they weuld-still-be s scret.
Naturally, it is also simply = 'btoincidence'" that these Specter
"oversights™ just happen to coincide with his sponsorship of the "single-
bullet" theory, which is disputed by thls suppressed evidence.
In May,y 1966, after I persuaded the Washington Post to read WHITE-
WASH, they finally came out with a story, after asking former Commission
personnel questlcns about this evidence to which they got no satisfactory
answers. Govermment defense agalnst the astatements In the FBI report

(WHITEWASHE 192-5) contradictory to the Commission's medical and autopsy
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conclumlons was that the FBI had not seen the autopsy renorfn Incredible
(and certainly false) as this is, 1t was accepted. However, this cannot
be claimed for the Secret Service, which Iimmediately received all eight
originnl copies of the autopsy, from which 1t then Xeroxed additional
ones, and all the pictures and X-rays. Thls evlidence was in Secret
Service possession be“ore any of the reports and conclusions.here cited

were prepared.
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On January 30, 196l , ten days after the Commission of ficially had
a copy of the autopsy report, Assistant Counsel Dmvid W. Belin wrote a
memo to General Counsel J. Lee Rankin on the suhject of Oswald's possible
knowledge of the motorcade route. Thls, he said, could have been November

Gg;;hg, when the papers announced 1it.

The third paragraph discloses that the month-old Commission, by

this early time in its "investigation", had determined to limit iteelf

to only three shots havéng been fires. This 1s how Belin accounted for
: HAVE DPERERE B THE FILF

Pt éf}’ﬁ'#ﬂﬁp CEPOAT 0 M THIT LENBLE § HE.
them: Lipv. N révho

"Tn determining the accuracy of Oswald, we have three ma jor possibilit1;:
Oswald was shootlng at Connally and missed two of the three shots, the
two misses striking Kennedy; Oswald was shootlng at both Kennedy and
Connally and all three shots struck their intended targets; Oswald was
shooting only at Kennedy ard the second bullet missed its intended
target and hlt Connally instead."

Expedient ly Belin ignored the "missed" shot, of which everyone In
the governmert knew, for spray from it caused Jamés C. Tague to bleed
(WHITEWASH 158) aﬁﬁ wQQ¢§§g§%%:£ by the police. However he explained 1t,
Belin had each shot hitting € - none missing. He used up three shots
without accounting for all the shooting.

Of course, to the govermment Oswald was alr{:hdy the lone assasslin.
But. with the second shot striking Connally alone, as this memo alsc has
it, that was not possible. The onlé thing that later "changed" the facts,
apparent to the Commission at the very beginning, was its need to account
for the "missed" shot without acknowledging an additional shot. To admit
a fourth shot was the same as acknowledging an additional assassin, which |

it would not do for that, In turn, was proof of a conspiracy to kill the

President.
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Almost three months later, on April 22, the Commission was still

satisfied that each of the three shots struck a man. It was still ignor-
ing the "missed" shot., On that day Mssistant Counsel Melvin A. Elsenberg

drafted a "Memorandum For The Record" on the "€onference of April 21, 196k,

to determire which frames of the ZagguSpr movies show the impact of the
DOY=%¥J. |

* -firgt and second bullets."(ses pp. ’ Each of these shots

"impackbd". There never was any question of the "impact" of the third or
fgtal shot. That is unmistakable, unforgettably preserved in Frame 313.
All partidipants are not named. Those who are include ffve doctors, three
FBI agents, five Commlsslon lawyers, including Rankin, the Connallys ard
Commissioner McCloy.

Specter alone dissented from the conclusion that Connally's chest
wound could not have been inflicaéd after Frame 236. “

By this time what was never proved was belng assumed, that the
whole bullet had been "recovered from Connally's stretcher". Only one
doctor (a veterinarian) considered 1t even remotely conceivable that this
bullet could hwe caused the damage to Connally's wrist. To put it another
way, the "single-bullet" theory was eliminated while it was being dreamed
up: K miﬁu-.‘f; ,4/2'._ heeds ;)

"Tn a dlscussion after the conference Drs. Light and Dolce expressed
themselves as beins very strongly of the opinion that Connally had
been hit by two different bullets, principally on the ground that
the bullet recovered from Cennaliy's stretcher could not have broken
his radius without having suffered more distortion. ODr. Clivier
withheld a conclusion until he has had the opportunity to make tests

on animal tissue and bone with the actual rifle.™ i

The Commission's solution to this problem was simple and direct)/Dr.
Dolce, Consultant to the Blophysies Division at Edgewood Arsenal, was not
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called as a witness. Thus his “verj strong" scientific opinion contrary
to what the Commission was cooking up is not in the evidence.
An earlier, similar conference for the identical puryfse had been
g0=2

held April 1. Eisenberg also drafted the memo on that' one, again under-
1

scoring "impact of the first and second bullets". This memo also is dated

A April 22, Present were all three autopsy surgeons, Drs. Light and Olivier,

five WBI and two Secret Tervice experts and three Commission lawyers,
again Including Specter, who noted the same dissent,.

Two days later, Elsenberg D:enared a msmo on "Deterrination of the
Trajectories of the Three Shots"(?k-pcﬂu-o ). It agaln accounts for
all three shots without acknowledging what was known, that one had missed
the motorcads entirely. He proposed what actually was staged a month
later, a Dallas reconstruction. His purpose was to lecate the car at each
of the three "impacts". He also sald that, instead of the "replica car"
that was used (WHITEWASH II 164-8), "ﬁreferably,'the actual car" should be
used.

His paragraph |} repeats that all "three shots struck" the men.

From the very béginning, as this memo also reflects, no consideratio:
was glven to a shot from aﬂy other point or any shot that did not strike
the Presldent or the Governor. Mot until 1t was obvious that the "mlssed"
gshot could no longer bé l1gnored was any consideration given to it., When
1t had to be accounted for, the Commisslon grimly refused to é:ﬁgg:Ledge_
58T more than three shots had been filred. Acknowledging a fourthﬂg;ggg:;
*edges a conspiracy. All the evidence is that no single man, not Oswald,
not the best shots the Commission could gather, could have fired even these
three shots. By misrepresenting its evidence, the Commission did get tis
false claim that Oswald could have fired these three shots believed. How-
ever, thers was no possibility of achieving acceptability for a "four-shot"

the ory.
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These Commission staff and Secret Service conclusions, that all

three bullets hit the two men, are amply supported by the investigations an

conclusions by the FBI and the Secret Service. The very first Commission
file, No. 1, is the FBI summary report of December 9, 1963, made by order
of the President (ﬁ%?fgiggg 192-5). It says, "...three shots rang out,
Two builets strucélPresédsnt Kennedy, and one wounded Governor Connally"
(see pp. s ‘

The FBI amplified this report with another on January 13, 1964
(Commission File 107). If, as govermment defenders, Including J. Edgar
Hoover, argue, the first report was written.without benefit of the autopsy
report (and there is no reason why it should have been), this cannot be
sald of the second report, which conpains reference to the autopsy findings
in its second paragraph ( ' S.f‘The FBI did not retract or withdraw
whatlit salid In the first report, that each gf the three shots struck hone.

Until the official positlon changed, the FBI's répresantation and
reporting fact didn't change. After the fir st shock wore of f ard it got to
work, it prepared.elaborate scale models of the entire ared, wlth care and
infinite accuracy. It tlen prepared, with customary FBI neatness and trim
plastic binding, a book%if of explanation. This 1s Fils 298. It 1sa not,
you may bs certain, in Lyé/;eport or printed evidence, which carefully
culled out all proofs of more than two Impacting shotqqfaeemppf———%.

| Seetion 12 begins on page lh. It is headed, "&%at was the aiming

PatEern of the agsassinds target? It could not be more explicit than it

Is in the first words of each of the first four subdivisions of this

section:

i

id SA | i

4 A
L;;’ bl Lokl gl l{crﬁo 4 cod tf/ /'i:nﬁ..-
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a. SHOT ONE hit the target from a distance of 167 feet...
b. SEHOT TWO hit the target from a distance of 262 feebtaes
c. SHOT THREE hit £he target from a distance of 307 feetess
d. ELAPSED TIME to hit targets two and three after hittlng target one.'

There are no 1fs ar buts here. The FBI like the Secret Service,

told the Commission that each of the three shots it says were fired hit

the target. It placed the target at the time each shot was firadjwith
precision. It also specified the time that elapsed be?ween each of the
shots hitting the target. There 1s no reference here to the "missed" shot,
no reference to it that can be read in. That shot was defined out of this
1listing by the FBI (WHITEWASH 156-60), whilch knew of it.

In short, well after the beginn{g%ﬁ of the investigation, at a time
when simple error could not be clalmed (and could either thg FBI or the
Secret Service be of such unequalled incompetence = each separatedly and
;nd both together - that they éould make such "errors"?), the FBI told the
Commlssion that each of the three shots hit cne ﬁf the men.

There is no evasion, no qualification, %mxrx No conditions are
stipulated. This, like the others clted, ls a direct, straightforward
statement: The President and the Governor were hit by all three bullets
sald to have been fired.

The problem is one not of fa ct but of integrity. There never was
any doubt of the missed bullet, TLat James Tague was injured by it and
bled from thefllght 1njury was immedlately known to the police, who, also,
immediately broadcast it (WHITEWASH 158). The Report acknowledges this
(R116). The broadcast was by Patrolman L. L. Hill, who told the dispatcher
"T have ~ne guy that was possibly hlt by a ricochet from the bullet off the
concrete". Even before this close_to-s imultaneous police broadecast, Tague'
wound ing was known to Deputy Sheriff Eddy R. Walthers, who had gone to that

area, several hundred feet from where the agssassination was perpetrated,
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because witnesses reported bgllets striking 1n that area.

A1lthough it was known =- publicly known U”ﬁ?}iclally recorded - both
the FBI and Secret Service pretended it didn't happen and accounted for all
three shots they admit were fired by having the men hit by all, thus not
conceding or accounting for the bullet both knew "migsed" and caused
Tague's Injury. When the Commission waﬁted examination made of the curb-
s;one struck by this "missed" bullet, the FBI Dallas of fice pretended 1t
could not be found, even though 1t had been photographed immediately and
the phoﬁgﬁzwpre avallable to 1t, as were thekhotographars. As late as
July 17, Dallas FBI was telling the Gommission 1t could not fiml where
the bullet struck. Thls is.ansistent with its certaln knowledge that if
three bullets only were fired and each struck the President or the Gowernor
several hundred‘};g%Tgéigflone of these three could not have looped 1its
way all the way down to about twenty feet from the Triple Underpass and
st111l have had enough energy to damage the curb and gpray concrete or
fragments with enough force to wound Tague on the cheek.

J. EHgar Hoover, ultimaéely, agsured the Commission that thls
"migsed" bullet could not be associated with the car bullets. This un-
welcome intelligence was postponed until qulte lafe in the proceedlngs -
august 12, 196l - nine months after the assassination - the month before
the tremendous printed Report was issued (WHITEWASH 15899)1 Should the
reader wonder if this is the vaunted FBI derring-dg:gﬁdio, TV, rewspapers,
magazines, cereal boxes, bubble gum wrappers, and everything else access-
ible to the FBI's publicists dun into our minds, if this 1= that unsur-
passable FBIL speed, perfec?ion of sclence and infallible efficlency con-
stantly touted, I quote Marina Oswald's lmmortal words, "That is the FBI

for you',
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Bitter-ending by the Dallas office got 1t nowhere. The Commission
sent FBI Bhotographic Expert Lyndal éhaneyfelt down to Dallas to find that
curbstone with the bullet mark. If this is a new kind of FBI bird-dogging,
it worked. Shaneyfelt did what any high school student of average
intelligence would have done. He got the existing vlctures, the photo-
graphers, went where they said, looked where they gaid, and therc 1t was =
where it had been without moving from November 22, 1963. That curbstone's
first move was when Shaneyfelt dug i1t up and took it back to Washington
with him. .
/
S ek

(It was kept secret until after Dick Gregory and I ridiculed thli/secrecy

AL

on clear-channel radio, after which it was quietly transferred to the
National Archives. Here I examined 1t. By that time some conscientlous
soul, a stickler for perfection, Bo doubt, seems to have patched that
concrete, quité possibly In too great haste, for the concrete of the patch
is of a different shade and a different texbture. But perhaps it is neater
to have a patched curbstone to enrich the national heritage rather than an
0ld, punctured, evidence-bearing one.¥

If nothing was sald about it, this is not because nothing was known
about 1t. From the very first, this "missed" bullet loomed as a very big
obstacle to be hurdled by the Commission's no-conspiiacy pre-determination.
Had the Commlission, In the end, ignored the "missed" bullet, there would
have been a frightful scandal, for it was too well known.

The single-bullet theory was leés hazardous. The Commission,
claarly, felt that this permitted it to stay within the artificial three-
bullet llmltation{that, it also felt, entitled it to claim there had been
no consplracy. It persisted ln the pretense tha@)although the best shots.
it could get could not duplicate what it attributed to Oswald, that duffer

nonetheless had done 1t.
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This might be termed the "Three-Monkeys" Theory.

The ohly alternative was the admisslon of conspiracy. Oswald could
not have fired three such shots, as the evidence proved. To attempt to
attribute four shots to elther him or that junky rifle was to tempt
disaster. Tt was safer to attribute both magl€ and intelligence to that
super-wWagnerian Bullet 399.

At this point, with this partial recounting of some of the evidence
suppresged from what was published, omitted from the "conelusions", and
quletly avolded by all the official participants, fresh ln the reader's
mind, E should like to remind him of the felleltous phrase aﬁﬁﬁi%ﬁ%%ér%o
Weslefiiiebeler, Epstein's legal Horatlo defending the Commlssion bridge:

1 "Truth was cur only client".

The FBI and the Secret Service =esrved the same client.

-That—elient-was-not-Truthl



