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flarold Wclisberg is an suthor who has been
criticsl of the ¥BI, gBecret Bervice, police
agencies, and other branches of government,
e was one of 10 employses fired by Siate
pDepartment during 1947 because loyalty sus-
He was later allowed to resign.
t iw aware of his background,

that Welsberg hns filed action demanding
coples of papars employed in ex
James Earl Ray, murderer of Martin Luther
Papers include affidavits from FBI
1 relating to fingerprints, bellistic
and document gx-nlnltionn,‘dhnzather aspects
of investigeation. 1f approved, Civil
pivision will be advisced that we interpose
po objectlion, but suggest matter bo referred
to Civil Blgﬁts pivision mince Pederal
process is still outstanding on Ray on the

Federal Civil Rights chargo.
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Mr. J. Edgar lloover _ APR 21T ‘
Director ) ’ ;oo
Federal Jurcau of Investigation _ i ;
== William D. Ruckelshaus WDR : Anderson rpaf
Assistan® Attorncy General 145-12-1403

Civil Division

Harold Welsberg v. United States Department of
Justice and United States Departuwent of State,
Civil Action No. 718-70, U.S.D.C. D. D.C.

Mr, Weisberg, author of Whitewnsh I and II, has
filed the ebove action demanding coples of all the papers
which were employed in the exiradition of James Earl Ray, .
These papers were furnished the State Dcpartment, flown .
to England,’ presuncbly used in the extradition proceedings, - -
returned to the State Departrent, and then transferred to :
the Departmert of Justice, Included in the papers are a
considerable nunber of affidavits of P.B.I, agents covering
firgerprints, ballistics, ete. A memorandum describing the
moteriala being requested 1s attached.

Would you kindly advise whether the release of thesa
docunents would in any way prejudice the work of the F,B.X.
and whether in your Judgment thelr production should be
resiated.

Your prorpt attention to this matter will be appreciated,
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? Assistant Attorney General April 39,’}§!91
;.Fiyl% Division - 1 - Nr. chonouBh.ﬂ}ﬁﬁﬁﬁ:;
shoutiaTeR Al .M b
* pirector, FBI _ Ll

HAROLD WEISBERG V, UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND

UNITED BTATES DEPARTMENT OF STATR,

CIVIL ACTION MO, 718-70, V.8.D.C. D, D.C,

Reforence is made to your letter dated April 37,
1870, R o ;
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The dotermination as to the relesse of the pertinemt
documents is within the province of the Department of Justice,
and this Bureau imterposcs mo objection., JNor your ilaformatioa,
the Pederal process charging violation of a Federsl Civil
Rights statute is still cutstanding sgeinat Jamee Earl Ray,
and you mey desire to communicate with the Civil Rights
Division om this matter.

1 = Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights PDivision
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NOTE: Harold Welsbegg, an suthor who has been critical of

the FBI and other Federal snd state suthorities, has filed suit
demanding copies of certain documents utilized in the
extradition of James Earl Ray, the murderer of Martin Luther
King, Jr., These documents include affidavits from FBI
personnel relating to fingerprints, ballistics and document
examinations, and other sspects of investigation., It is

not felt that we have any basis to object; however, the deter-
mination a8 to release of this information is withwthe ‘
Department's province and, since the civil rights process is
still outstanding, it 18 being brought to the Civil Diviason's -

attentlion for consideration, Nt
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