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"W

e know
 w

ho it w
asn

't, 
t b

u
t w

e 
don't know

 w
ho it w

as," said H
arold 

W
iesberg, the forem

ost authority on 
th

e
 M

a
rtin

 L
u

th
e
r K

in
g

 
a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
. W

e
isb

e
rg

 w
a
s 

referring to the new
 developm

ents in 
indentifying K

ing's assassin, at the 
opening session of the U

W
SP N

ational 
Sym

posium
 on the deaths of K

ing and 
John F

. K
ennedy. 

S
y
m

p
o
siu

m
 D

irecto
r D

av
id

 R
. 

W
rone, professor of history at U

W
SP, 

w
as th

e featu
red

 sp
eak

er at th
e 

session T
uesday night. W

eisberg and 
Jam

es L
esar assisted

 in
 a q

u
estio

n
 

and answ
er period follow

ing W
rone's 

lecture. 
A

ccording to W
eisberg, convicted 

assassin Jam
es E

arl R
ay did not kill 

K
ing. N

o one know
s w

ho killed K
ing, 

W
eisberg said. 

L
esar, w

ho is Jam
es E

arl R
ay's at-

to
rn

ey
, g

av
e sev

eral reaso
n
s w

h
y
 

R
a
y

's in
v

o
lv

e
m

e
n

t h
a
s b

e
e
n

 
q

u
e
stio

n
e
d

 in
 re

c
e
n

t y
e
a
rs: h

is 
client's w

ord—
R

ay said he did not kill 
K

ing: T
he alleged m

urder w
eapon, a 

rifle, w
as left o

u
tsid

e a sto
re in

 th
e 

vicinity of the crim
e (L

esar said the 
gun had been planted there to fram

e 
R

ay);  the shot, w
hich w

as supposedly 
fired from

 a bathroom
 w

indow
, could 

n
o
t h

av
ee b

een
 aim

ed
 w

ith
 an

y
. 

precision because of the height of the 
w

indow
 and the interior arrangem

ent 
of the bathroom

;  the bullet w
hich en-

tered K
ing's body could not be iden-

tified as having been fired from
 the  

alleged m
urder w

eapon; and the only 
d

irect w
itn

ess w
as a "b

lin
d

 d
ru

n
k

" 
nam

ed C
harles S

tevenson. 
W

rone's lecture dealt m
ainly w

ith 
the history of K

ing's involvem
ent in 

civ
il rig

h
ts. K

in
g

 w
as g

reatly
 in

-
flu

en
ced

 b
y
 th

e p
h
ilo

so
p
h
ies o

f 
T

olstoy, T
horeau and G

handi, W
rone 

said. H
e believed that there is a basic 

g
o

o
d

n
ess in

 m
an

, b
u

t o
ccasio

n
ally

 
that goodness is tw

isted to form
 evil. 

W
ro

n
e said

 th
at K

in
g
 b

eliev
ed

 in
 

peacefully taking the blow
s inflicted.- 

by evil. V
ictory w

ould arrive if one's 
aim

 w
as good and decent. 

W
ro

n
e said

 K
in

g
 b

eg
an

 to
 h

av
e 

doubts about his non-violent crusade. 
"A

m
erica lack

ed
_
 a m

o
ral co

n
-

science," W
rone said in explaining 

the crusade's failure. 

W
ro

n
e said

 K
in

g
 th

en
 ad

d
ressed

 
him

self to operations w
ithin the in-

stitutional system
. In 1968, he laun-

ch
ed

 th
e P

o
o

r P
eo

p
le's C

am
p

aig
n

 
w

h
ic

h
 b

ro
u

g
h

t a
n

 a
w

a
re

n
e
ss o

f 
eco

n
o
m

ic' ills w
h
ich

 p
lag

u
ed

 th
e 

nation's poor. S
hortly after this new

 
ap

p
ro

ach
 h

ad
 b

een
 tak

en
, 	

K
ing 

w
as assassinated in M

em
phis, W

rone 
said..  

A
fter W

rone's introductory lecture, 
W

e
isb

e
rg

 a
n

d
 L

e
sa

r a
n

sw
e
re

d
 

q
u
e
stio

n
s a

b
o
u
t d

e
ta

ils o
f th

e
 

shooting and possible neglect of duty 
on the part of the F

B
I. 

T
uesday night's session w

as the first 
o

f a fo
u

r d
ay

 sy
m

p
o

siu
m

. T
h

e 
last sessio

n
 w

ill b
e S

atu
rd

ay
, N

o
v

. 
13 in the Q

uandt G
ym

. 


