' law being amended. ST

Law Opens files

on ossossmo‘rlon

The Freedom of Information
Act was a major factor in the
House of Representatives’
decision to reinvestigate the
assassinations of Martin
Luther- King and John F.

~ Kennedy, according to James,
{ Lesar, who spoke Thurs‘day

_ afternoon during a symposium’

at the University of W:sconsm—

Slevens Point.

In addmon Lesar sald a sult

' he filed with Harold Wetsberg

was partly responsible for the

" The first attempt at dealmg
w:th governmental secrecy was

. the Administrative Procedures

i
’

Act of 1946 whlch prowded that-
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- the courts ordered Lhat the ﬁ]- )
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‘tremendous range of - -in-
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“say that about any file,”’ he
i.. said. “It put the Freedom of

“ other

matters of official record
“shall be made available to
people properly and directly
concerned'’ unless the
government could show good

- reason.for suppressmn, Lesar

sald

-.“ ‘Pruper])}r and dxrecuy
concerned’ was mterpreted to
‘meah everybody,"- ' said.
“*“You ‘can't convince a
" bureaucrat that something
embarrassing is not good cause
to withhold.”, . ..

' There was no provnsmn for

_', court review of suppressed

documents and the disclosure
statute ‘‘becamea w1thhold.lng
_ statute,” he added. . £

The Freedom of Informatm
Act proyides that records have
to be made available 'to any. -
person and the new law placed
the burden -of justifying_
withholdings on the govern- _
~ment, Lesar said.-:However,~
. there were exceptlups to t.he
rule. - .

- In_ 1966, Wensberg asked J
Edgar Hoover for results of
~scientific tests relahng to the
Kennedy assassination and *
. four years later Weisberg filed
“suit for the information. John.
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. Sirica, * the pres:dmg Judge,‘ o

.ruled in favor.of the govern-
ment
" hadn’t shown good cause for the
' suppression, Lesar said. An ap-.
_peals court sided with Wmsberg
. but then another appeals court .
" ruled against him on the groun—
 ds that the test results were “an’
investigatory file compiled for."
law enforcernentf’ purposes s

“But the government could®

Information Act back where it
was before Congress passed
ILII

“The “case ‘was taken to the*-
'U.S. Supreme Court : * which |
.refused to hearit. Il &

Because“of Weisberg ‘and a,
few other cases, Cungress
amended the law_ t.o eliminate ’
. the investigatory file” exemp-
tion.

When Weisberg and Lesar -
tried again for the information
they - were met with FBI,
‘resistance and, .this summer,-

" be provided.- o5
- ““The _case opened a'

formation to the public,” Lesar *
said. “It" made ‘it possible to:
obtain- FBI ' documents and °
mveshgatory mes df !
agengies.”

.
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even_ though °~ Hoover -lf
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