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ha estig 
Inv sti ati ra 

T
h

e W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

 exam
in

ed
 in

 S
teven

s P
oin

t 
b

y R
ob

ert B
orsid

 

S
p

eak
in

g b
efore a large crow

d
 in

 
th

e B
erg

 g
y

m
 M

o
n

d
a

y
 ev

en
in

g
, 

a
ssa

ssin
a

tio
n

 critic J
a

m
es L

esa
r 

p
red

icted
 a

n
 o

v
ertu

rn
in

g
 o

f th
e 

W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

's fin
d

in
gs as 

w
ell as a n

ew
 In

vestigation
 b

y th
e 

S
en

ate of JF
K

's d
eath

. 
L

esa
r, ch

ief a
tto

rn
ey

 fo
r b

o
th

 
Jam

es E
arl R

ay, th
e alleged

 k
iller 

of M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g, an

d
 H

arold
 

W
eisb

u
rg. th

e ack
n

ow
led

ged
 d

ean
 

of assassin
ation

 critics, sp
ok

e for 
over an hour on the shortcom

ings of 
th

e
 W

a
r
r
e
n

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

's 
m

eth
od

ology, th
en

 w
en

t on
 to d

etail 
h

is w
ork

 w
ith

 th
e F

reed
om

 of In
-

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 A

ct in
 o

b
ta

in
in

g
 im

-
p

o
rta

n
t tra

n
scrip

ts o
f th

e C
o

m
-

m
ission

's execu
tive m

eetin
gs. 

A
 grad

u
ate of th

e U
n

iversity of 
W

isco
n

sin
 L

a
w

 S
ch

o
o
l, L

esa
r 

ack
n

ow
led

ged
 a recen

t statem
en

t 
b

y
 S

en
a
to

r S
w

eich
er o

f P
en

n
-

sy
lv

a
n

ia
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
 im

m
in

e
n

t 
c
o

lla
p

se
 o

f th
e
 W

a
r
r
e
n

 C
o

m
-

m
ission

's fin
d

in
gs. 

"
I th

in
k

 th
at sp

eech
 very clearly 

fo
resh

a
d

o
w

s a
 ca

ll b
y

 S
en

a
to

r 
S

w
eich

er's su
b

com
m

ittee 
-fo

r
 a

 
r
e
in

v
e
s
tig

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 

assassin
ation

,"
 h

e asserted
. A

d
- 

d
in

g, "
T

h
ere are, h

ow
ever, certain

 
g
u

id
elin

es, certa
in

 criteria
, w

e 
ou

gh
t to d

evelop
 w

ith
 resp

ect to an
y 

n
ew

 in
vestigation

."
 

L
esar th

en
 w

en
t on

 to talk
 ab

ou
t 

th
e tw

o
 a

p
p

ro
a

ch
es ta

k
en

 b
y

 th
e 

p
ress an

d
 th

e oth
er m

ed
ia ou

tlets 
over th

e p
ast several years. 

"
O

n
e ten

d
en

cy
,"

 h
e sa

id
, "

th
e 

ten
d

en
cy w

h
ich

 is th
e m

ost n
otab

le 
in

 th
e p

ress, is to sen
sation

alize th
e 

case an
d

 d
irect atten

tion
 to certain

 
th

eories."
 

D
ecry

in
g
 th

is a
p

p
ro

a
ch

, L
esa

r 
cited

 th
e fo

lly
 a

n
d

 ex
p

en
se o

f in
-

v
estig

a
tin

g
 a

 la
rg

e n
u

m
b

er o
f 

th
eories in

stead
 of con

cen
tratin

g on
 

th
e facts. 
"

T
h

at's w
h

at th
e oth

er ten
d

en
cy 

in
volves."

 h
e said

. "
W

ork
in

g w
ith

 

the facts, as a very few
 responsible 

critics, lik
e H

a
ro

ld
 W

eisb
u

rg
, 

S
y

lv
ia

 M
ea

g
h

er, a
n

d
 	

H
ow

ard 
R

offm
an

, h
ave d

on
e. 

"
C

on
trary to sp

ecu
latin

g ab
ou

t 
w

h
o
 m

ig
h

t h
a
v
e sh

o
t K

en
n

ed
y
, 

th
e
ir

 e
ffo

r
ts h

a
v

e
 c

o
n

c
e
r
n

e
d

 
w

h
eth

er or n
ot th

e W
arren

 C
om

-
m

ission
 w

as accu
rate in

 its fac4, 
and w

hether or not the facts w
hich 

are know
n to be true indicate in any  

w
a
y
 th

ere w
a
s a

 co
n

sp
ira

cy
 in

-
volved

 or if L
ee H

arvey u
sw

atu
 w

as 
th

e assassin
."

 
C

h
oosin

g th
e correct ap

p
roach

, 
L

esar argu
ed

, w
ou

ld
 d

eterm
in

e th
e 

resp
ecta

b
ility

 o
f th

e S
en

a
te's in

-
vestigation

. 
H

e then elaborated on the reasons 
h

e th
ou

gh
t w

ou
ld

 legitim
ize a re- 

in
v

estig
a

tio
n

 b
y

 th
e S

en
a

te in
to

 
K

ennedy's death. 
If 

th
e
 fa

c
ts, a

s th
e
y

 w
e
r
e
 

p
resen

ted
 in

 th
e W

a
rren

 C
o

m
-

m
ission

's fin
al rep

ort, w
ere false or 

distorted, or if the F
B

I—
the agency 

p
r
im

a
r
ily

 r
e
sp

o
n

sib
le

 fo
r
 in

-
vestigatin

g th
e P

resid
en

t's m
u

rd
er-

-failed
 to d

o th
eir job

s p
rop

erly or 
w

ith
h

eld
 evid

en
ce, th

en
 clearly a 

n
ew

 in
vestigation

 w
as called

 for, 
L

esar stated
. 

"
B

u
t th

ere's a
lso

 o
n

e m
o

re 
grou

n
d

. If th
e S

en
ate w

ere to fin
d

, 
for w

h
atever reason

s, th
e W

arren
 

C
om

m
ission itself did not try to find 

th
e
 fa

c
ts, b

u
t in

stig
a
te

d
 a

 
w

h
itew

a
sh

, th
a

t to
o

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e a

 
sou

n
d

 reason
."

 
L

esar w
as esp

ecially con
cern

ed
 

w
ith

 th
is last C

ategory, exp
lain

in
g, 

h
o

w
, in

 r
e
p

r
e
se

n
tin

g
 H

a
r
o

ld
 

W
eisb

u
rg

 in
 a

 F
reed

o
m

 o
f In

-
form

ation
 su

it, h
e h

ad
 m

an
aged

 to 
secu

re th
e execu

tive tran
scrip

t of 
an

 em
ergen

cy m
eetin

g h
eld

 b
y th

e 
W

arren C
om

m
ission on January 22, 

19641 

(Irregardless of content, all of the 
W

arren
 C

om
m

ission
's execu

tive  

session
s w

ere rou
tin

ely classified
 

top
 secret). 

W
h

at occasion
ed

 th
e em

ergen
cy 

m
eetin

g of th
e C

om
m

ission
 w

as a 
ren

o
rt fro

m
 T

ex
a
s co

n
cern

in
g
 

z o
n

.h
tu

ie
 e

u
n

n
rc

u
u

n
$
 V

e
n

n
 

th
e C

IA
 an

d
 th

e F
B

I; as L
esar read

 
B

orn
 th

e tran
scrip

t, it soon
 b

ecam
e 

a
p

p
a
ren

t th
a
t th

e C
o
m

m
issio

n
 

m
em

b
ers w

ere ex
trem

ely
 a

fra
id

 
th

at th
e rep

ort w
ou

ld
 p

lace th
eir 

fin
d

in
g
s (w

h
ich

 w
ere b

a
sed

 ex
-

ten
sively on

 th
e F

B
I's grou

n
d

w
ork

) 
in

 jeo
p

a
rd

y
, a

s w
ell a

s p
o

ssib
ly

 
arou

se th
e ire of J. E

d
gar H

oovar if 
th

ey
 p

ro
ceed

ed
 to

 in
v
estig

a
te it. 

T
h

ey th
erefore d

ecid
ed

 to su
p

p
ress 

th
e rep

ort from
 th

e p
u

b
lic record

. 
T

h
ere is a

lso
 so

m
e n

iscu
ssio

n
 

about how
 the F

B
I, contrary to their 

u
su

al p
olicy of n

on
-evalu

ation
, h

ad
 

en
co

u
ra

g
ed

 th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
 to

 
a

c
c
e
p

t its r
e
p

o
r
t c

o
n

c
lu

d
in

g
 

O
sw

ald
 w

as th
e lon

e assassin
 an

d
 

th
ere w

as n
o con

sp
iracy in

volved
 

w
ith

 K
en

n
ed

y's d
eath

. 
L

esar's con
clu

sion
s: "

H
ere you

 
have all the reasons you'd ever need 

B
u

t in
 th

e ev
en

t th
a
t a

 n
ew

 in
-

v
estig

a
tio

n
 b

y
 th

e S
en

a
te is u

n
-

d
erta

k
en

, L
esa

r ex
p

ressed
 h

is 
con

cern
 ab

ou
t w

h
at cou

ld
 b

e ac-
com

p
lish

ed
. 

"
A

 lo
t o

f a
tten

tio
n

 a
n

d
 a

 lo
t o

f 
excitem

en
t h

as b
een

 b
u

ilt u
p

 across 
the country by people w

ho w
ant to 

A
 lot of atten

tion
 h

as been
 bu

ilt up b
y p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 

w
a

n
t to

 k
n

o
w

 W
H

O
 k

illed
 .1

F
K

 . but 12 years 

after , its goin
g to be very difficu

lt . . . 



"Y
o

u
 d

o
n

't h
a

v
e

 In
 h

e a
 g

e
n
iu

s to
 

s
e
e
 th

e
 im

p
lic

a
tio

n
s
," h

e
 a

s
s
e
rte

d
. 

"If g
o

v
e

rn
m

e
n

t a
g

e
n

c
ie

s
 c

a
n

 
im

p
e
d
e
 a

n
d
 th

w
a
rt a

 n
re

s
irirn

-
tia

lly
 d

ire
c
te

d
 in

q
u
iry

 in
to

 th
e
 tru

th
 

a
b
o
u
t th

e
 a

s
s
a
s
s
in

a
tio

n
 o

f a
 m

a
jo

r 
p

o
litic

a
l fig

u
re

 in
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s
, 

it c
a
n
 b

e
 d

o
n
e
 in

 a
n
y
 c

a
s
e
 w

h
e
re

 
th

e
se

 sa
m

e
 a

g
e
n
cie

s a
re

 re
lie

d
 u

p
o
n
 

im
p

ed
e a

n
d

 th
w

a
rt a

 

. it ca
n

 b
e d

o
n

e in
 a

n
y ca

se 

to
 fin

d
 th

e
 fa

c
ts

." 
L
e
s
a
r th

e
n
 w

e
n
t o

n
 to

 c
h
ro

n
ic

le
 

h
is

 le
g
a
l s

tru
g
g
le

 to
 o

b
ta

in
 s

p
e
c
-

lo
g
ra

p
h
ic d

a
ta

 o
n
 th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
, 

a
n

d
 c

o
n

c
lu

d
e

d
 h

is
 s

p
e

e
c
h

 o
n

 a
n

 
o
p
tim

is
tic

 n
o
te

, h
o
p
in

g
 th

e
 S

e
n
a
te

 
re

in
v
e

s
tig

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 J
F

K
 

a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t o

n
ly co

ve
r 

th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
's

 fa
ilu

re
s
, 

b
u

t a
lso

 th
o

se
 o

f th
e

 co
u

rts, th
e

 F
B

I, 
th

e
 C

IA
, a

n
d
 e

v
e
ry

 o
th

e
r g

o
v
e
rn

-
m

e
n
t a

g
e
n
c
y
 in

v
o
lv

e
d
 w

ith
 th

e
 s

till-
u
n
s
o
lv

e
d
 m

u
rd

e
r o

f P
re

s
id

e
n
t J

o
h
n
 

F
itz

g
e
ra

ld
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
. 

1
 
-
 
'
 

'
r 

 

l"
 	

••. 

O
 '- 

1
 

D
r.. W

ron
e m

akes a poin
t • 

k
n

o
w

 w
h

o
 k

ille
d

 J
F

K
," h

e
 re

fle
c
te

d
. 

"A
n
d
 o

f c
o
u
rs

e
 th

a
t's

 a
n
 im

p
o
rta

n
t 

q
u

e
stio

n
. B

u
t tw

e
lve

 ye
a

rs a
fte

r th
e

 
m

u
rd

e
r its

 g
o

in
g

 to
 b

e
 v

e
ry

 d
if-

fic
u

lt, if n
o

t im
p

o
s
s
ib

le
 to

 d
e

te
r-

m
in

e
 v

, Ito
 s

h
o
t th

e
 P

re
s
id

e
n
t. T

o
o
 

m
u

c
h

 tim
e

 h
a

s
 g

o
n

e
 b

y
. 

"In
 a

d
d
itio

n
," h

e
 w

e
n
t o

n
 to

 s
a
y
. 

"It m
a
y
 n

o
t b

e
 th

e
 m

o
s
t im

p
o
rta

n
t 

If g
o
vern

m
en

t a
g
en

cies ca
n

 

p
resid

en
tia

lly d
irected

 in
q

u
iry . 

th
in

g
 w

e
 c

a
 n

 a
c
c
o
m

p
lis

h
. T

h
e
 • 

c
la

im
s
 o

f th
e

 c
ritic

s
 a

n
d

 th
e

 im
-

p
lic

a
tio

n
s
 o

f th
e

 tra
n

s
c
rip

t fro
m

 
w

h
ic

h
 I ju

s
t re

a
d

 s
h

o
w

 th
a

t th
e

 
W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 w

a
s
 d

e
c
e

iv
e

d
 

b
y
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t a

g
e
n
c
ie

s
, th

a
t 

g
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t a

g
e
n
c
ie

s
 d

id
n
't fu

lfill 
th

e
ir o

b
lig

a
tio

n
 to

 re
p
o
rt a

ll th
e
 

fa
c
ts

. 



a
 p

o
st-le

ctu
re

 a
u
d
ie

n
ce

 q
u
izze

s th
e

 c
ritic

s
 

b
y
 K

a
rro

ll B
o
h
n
a
k
 

T
o

 g
e

t c
a

m
p

u
s
 re

a
c
tio

n
 to

 th
e

 
re

c
e
n
t re

v
iv

a
l o

f in
te

re
s
t in

 th
e
 J

F
K

 
a
s
s
a
s
in

a
tio

n
, s

tu
d
e
n
ts

 w
e
re

 a
s
k
e
d
 

th
e
 q

u
e
s
tio

n
 "D

o
 y

o
u
 th

in
k
 th

e
 

in
v
e

s
tig

a
tio

n
 in

to
 th

e
 a

s
s
a

s
s
in

a
tio

n
 

o
f J

o
h

n
 F

. K
e

n
n

e
d

y
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e

 
re

o
p

e
n

e
d

?
" T

h
e

 in
te

rv
ie

w
s
 w

e
re

 
d

o
n

e
 o

n
 S

a
tu

rd
a

y
, O

c
t. III, a

 d
a

y
 

b
e
fo

re
 th

e
 a

rriv
a
l o

f A
tto

rn
e
y
 

J
a
m

e
s
 L

e
s
a
r. S

u
rp

ris
in

g
ly

, a
lm

o
s
t 

a
ll th

e
 s

tu
d

e
n

ts
 in

te
rv

ie
w

e
d

 fe
lt th

a
t 

th
e

 in
fo

rm
a

tio
n
 re

v
e

a
le

d
 b

y
 th

e
 

W
a

rre
n

 C
o

m
m

is
s
io

n
 w

a
s
n

't 
c
o
m

p
le

te
 o

r w
a
s
n
't a

c
c
u
ra

te
. A

 
c
o

u
p

le
 o

f s
tu

d
e

n
ts

 e
x
p

re
s
s
e

d
 s

o
m

e
 

re
s
e
rv

a
tio

n
 a

b
o
u
t a

n
o
th

e
r in

-
v
e

s
tig

a
tio

n
 th

o
u

g
h

: 
R

ic
h
a
rd

 N
e
w

g
o
rd

, a
 U

W
S

P
 

g
ra

d
u

a
te

 s
a

id
 th

a
t h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 a

p
- 

p
ro

v
e
 o

f a
 re

-in
v
e
s
tig

a
tio

n
 "if th

e
 

e
x
p

e
n

s
e

 w
a

s
n

't to
o

 m
u

c
h

." 
N

e
w

g
o

rd
 s

a
id

 th
a

t h
e

 fe
e

ls
 th

e
re

's
 

m
o

re
 im

p
o

rta
n

t th
in

g
s
 to

 w
o

rry
 

a
b

o
u

t. 
J
a
n
e
 A

d
a
m

s
, a

 s
e
n
io

r, s
ta

te
d
, 

"W
e

ll in
 a

 w
a

y
 
I 

th
in

k
 it (th

e
 

in
v
e

s
tig

a
tio

n
)
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e

 
re

o
p
e
n
e
d
 )...b

u
t th

e
n
 yo

u
 lo

o
k...a

n
d
 

it w
a
s in

 th
e
 p

a
st. It's o

ve
r a

n
d
 d

o
n
e
 

w
ith

 a
n

d
 I d

o
n

't s
e

e
 w

h
a

t d
iffe

re
n

c
e

 
it w

o
u
ld

 m
a
k
e
." 

O
n
 th

e
 o

th
e
r h

a
n
d
, m

o
s
t s

tu
d
e
n
ts

 
in

te
rv

ie
w

e
d

 w
e

re
 c

o
n

v
in

c
e

d
 th

a
t a

 
re

-in
v
e

s
tig

a
tio

n
 w

a
s
 n

e
c
e

s
s
a

ry
. 

O
n
e
 s

tu
d
e
n
t, T

im
 Ilils

o
n
, a

 
s
o

p
h

o
m

o
re

, a
p

p
e

a
re

d
 to

 ta
k
e

 a
n

 
ex

tre
m

e
 p

o
sitio

n
 w

h
e
n
 h

e
 sta

te
d
, "

I 

th
in

k
 h

e
 w

a
s
 k

ille
d

 b
y
 th

e
 g

o
v
e

rn
-

m
e

n
t." O

th
e

rs
, s

u
c
h

 a
s
 K

a
th

y
 

F
le

m
m

in
g
, a

 s
e
n
io

r, s
e
e
m

e
d
 m

o
re

 
m

o
d

e
ra

te
. W

h
e

n
 a

s
k
e

d
 if th

e
 in

-
v
e

s
tig

a
tio

n
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e

 re
o

p
e

n
e

d
 

F
le

m
m

in
g

 re
p

lie
d

, "Y
e

a
h

 I d
o

 u
n

til 
it's

 c
le

a
re

d
 

u
p

 
to

 e
v
e

ry
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