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`R
ush to Judgm

ent': a film
, an indictm

ent 
B

y G
ary S

ch
oen

er 
M

o
n

d
ay

 an
d

 T
u

esd
ay

 th
e U

n
i-

v
e
rsity

 a
u

d
ie

n
c
e
 w

ill h
a
v

e
 th

e
 

ch
an

ce to
 v

iew
 a tru

ly
 ex

trao
rd

in
-

ary
 film

, "R
u
sh

 to
 Ju

d
g
m

en
t." 

Its p
ro

d
u
c
e
rs a

re
 M

a
rk

 L
a
n
e
, 

law
y

er an
d

 au
th

o
r o

f th
e fo

rm
er 

N
o. I b

estseller o
f th

e sam
e n

am
e, 

an
d
 E

m
ile D

e A
n
to

n
io

, p
ro

fesso
r 

o
f literatu

re an
d

 film
 d

irecto
r. 

T
h

e film
 is an

 attack
 on

 th
e con

-
clu

sion
s an

d
 m

eth
od

s of th
e W

ar-
ren

 C
om

m
ission

 on
 th

e A
ssassin

a-
tion

 of P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y. It is a 

p
lea

 fo
r th

e d
efen

se a
n

d
 a

s su
ch

 
is n

o
t o

b
jectiv

e, a
 fa

ct co
n

sp
icu

- 
Veiki 

n
asty n

oted
 at th

e ou
tset. 

T
h

e film
 co

n
sists p

rim
arily

 o
f a 

series of interview
s w

ith w
itnesses. 

M
an

y
 o

f th
e in

terv
iew

s w
ere film

-
ed

 at th
e p

o
sitio

n
s in

 D
ealy

 P
laza 

in D
allas w

here the w
itnesses stood 

o
n
 th

e d
ay

 o
f th

e assassin
atio

n
, 

w
hile others w

ere taken from
 new

s-
reels. 

M
u
ch

 o
f th

e im
p
act o

f th
e film

 
d
eriv

es fro
m

 th
ese in

terv
iew

s. T
h

e 
w

itnesses w
hose nam

es, are throw
n 

aro
u
n
d
 carelessly

 in
 th

e m
an

y
 v

o
l-

u
m

es ab
o

u
t th

e assassin
atio

n
 su

d
-

d
en

ly
 b

eco
m

e real p
eo

p
le. 

T
h

ere is M
rs. A

cq
u

illa C
lem

on
s, 

a h
ou

sew
ife an

d
 w

itn
ess to th

e k
ill-

in
g of p

olice officer J. D
. T

ip
p

it, 
w

h
ose very existen

ce is d
en

ied
 b

y 
th

e W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

. S
h

e ex-
p

lain
s th

at sh
e saw

 tw
o m

en
 at th

e 
scen

e of th
e T

ip
p

it slayin
g, n

eith
er 

of w
h

om
 resem

b
led

 O
sw

ald
, an

d
 

that 
Si 

m
an

 w
ith

 a gu
n

 u
n

d
er h

is 
b

elt ca
m

e to
 h

er h
o
m

e a
n

d
 to

ld
 

h
er sh

e m
igh

t "
get h

u
rt if sh

e talk
-

ed
."

 
L

ee B
o

w
ers 

J
r
., a

 
railroad 

sw
itch

to
w

er o
p
erato

r, w
as th

e o
n
ly

 
m

a
n
 to

 c
o
m

m
a
n
d
 a

 v
ie

w
 o

f th
e
 

area behind the "grassy knoll" from
 

w
h

ich
 m

an
y

 sp
ectato

rs th
o

u
g

h
t 

sh
o
ts w

e
re

 fire
d
. H

e
 sa

w
 th

re
e
 

m
y
sterio

u
s cars cru

ise aro
u
n
d
 th

at 
area p

rio
r to

 th
e sh

o
ts. 

H
e
 a

lso
 sa

w
 tw

o
 m

e
n
 in

 th
a
t 

area an
d

 th
o

u
g

h
t h

e saw
 a flash

 o
r 

p
u
ff o

f sm
o
k
e w

h
ere th

ey
 w

ere 
standing w

hen the shots w
ere fired. 

H
e w

as k
illed

 in
 an

 u
n
u
su

al au
to

-
m

o
b

ile accid
en

t th
ree m

o
n

th
s after 

the interview
. 

W
arren

 R
eyn

old
s Jr., w

h
o ap

-
p

ears in
 th

e film
, w

as sh
ot th

rou
gh

 
th

e h
ead

 (b
u

t m
iracu

lou
sly su

rviv-
ed

) after tellin
g th

e F
B

I th
at th

e 
m

an
 h

e saw
 fleein

g from
 th

e scen
e 

o
f th

e T
ip

p
it k

illin
g

 w
a

s n
o

t O
s-

w
ald. 

• 
T

h
e acto

rs in
 th

is film
 are so

m
e 

o
f th

e h
ero

es o
f th

at d
ark

 F
rid

ay
 

in 
D

allas. L
an

e an
d

 D
e A

n
to

n
io

 
lo

cated
 m

an
y
 w

itn
esses o

n
ly

 to
 

fin
d

 th
at th

ey
 h

ad
 b

een
 p

ressu
red

 
in

to
 silen

ce b
y
 th

e F
B

I, 
police, or 

th
eir o

w
n
 em

p
lo

y
ers. 

In
 

ad
d

itio
n

 to
 th

e in
terv

iew
s, 

the film
 presents physical evidence. 

S
om

e exam
ples include docum

ents 
an

d
 d

iag
ram

s relatin
g

 to
 th

e v
era- 

city
 o

f th
e au

to
p
sy

, 
a p

ictu
re 

of 
th

e b
u

llet w
h

ich
 alleg

ed
ly

 cau
sed

 
a
ll th

e
 w

o
u
n
d
s o

f th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t 

an
d

 G
o

v
. C

o
n

n
ally

 b
u

t w
h

ich
 is 

p
ristin

e
 a

n
d
 u

n
d
a
m

a
g
e
d
 in

 a
n
y
 

w
ay

, an
d
 a p

ictu
re o

f a car p
ark

ed
 

b
eh

in
d

 th
e h

o
m

e o
f G

en
. E

d
w

in
 

W
alk

er w
h

ich
 w

as tam
p

ered
 w

ith
 

in
 a

n
 o

b
v
io

u
s fa

sh
io

n
 w

h
ile

 in
 

governm
ent hands. 

"R
u
sh

 to
 Ju

d
g
m

en
t" rep

resen
ts 

a
 u

n
iq

u
e
 fo

rm
 o

f d
o
c
u
m

e
n
ta

ry
 

cinem
a, probably best described by 

its d
ire

c
to

r D
e
 A

n
to

n
io

 a
s "a

rt 
b
ru

t" —
 th

e raw
 m

aterial o
f life. 

it m
ay

 w
ell rep

resen
t a lan

d
m

ark
 

in
 cinem

a as w
ell as social and po-

litical com
m

entary and criticism
. 

(S
ch

o
en

er, a
 g

ra
d
u
a
te stu

d
en

t in
 

clin
ica

l p
sych

o
lo

g
y, p

u
b

lish
ed

 a
 

series o
f a

rticles o
n

 th
e K

en
n

ed
y 

a
ssa

ssin
a

tio
n

 in
 t It e M

in
n

ea
p

o
lis 

S
ta

r la
st yea

r.) 


