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Attached is one copy each of State Depafment l
telegrams dated 10/24/69 and 10/28/69 concerning the =
request by JAMES EARL RAY for documents prepared in -
connection with his extradition hearings in London.
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ACTION: SecStute VASERC 3841
LONLON 8797

SUBJECT: EXTEALITIOK: James Earl RAY
REF: Stace 180320

1. As far as British law is concerned Bow £treet Court is of
opinion that Ray has right to have affidavits taken in U. &. an3
received in hearings at London l2s* year. Bow Street officin!
states he believes copies of these affidsvits were givén to de-
fense after proceedings here were completed. He aseumes
documents were transmitted to Hanes in U. 8. Vhen infcrmes
giving affidavits to Ray might result in their publication, he re-
peated that Ray, as defendant, had every right to the afficeviis,
which he understood could Include Ray's making them avallshlc
to others if he chose to do so.

(2. While Department correct that affidavits not avatlabie to pui:-
|Me mE.E. , this policy does not apply to party in the proceecinz
who could publish it if he wished. Thus were Ray to bave madz
renuest for documente, court would have released them. Couri
would not, rpi, not release to writer or any thiré pacty.
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3. Ewbassy has obtained views of Foreim Oifice and Yigrr :
Office which concur with those of Bow Eirea: Coimnt. Boi B
agree matter of publication would be up tc Ry, ' % f
4. Since both Court and Home Office would have granied re- E-\’,g{

quest by Ray for documents, Embzssy of view that 1t would bz
awkward not to releasge documents to Ray. Embagcy wouls nct,
rpt, not support giving documents to vrifer.

5. Foregoing has been coordinzied with Gailiher.
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