Unrecordeds of 12/12 and 12/16/75 WEISEERG'S ALLEBED MISSTATEMENTS

1. F"BLLEGATION: There were marks on King's clothing which could not be matched to any
possible effect of the bullet,

Weisberg did not say this and could not possibly have said it, On this occasion he
gave away coples of what he had obtained. The so—called chemical amalysis of a bullet
composed of 12 elements showed only one, lead. Weisberg said that the presence of lead
did not prove a bullet had caused the damage to the clothing or that the =mm fatal bullet had.
2. "ALLEGATION: The FBI knew there was no mark on the windowsill from which Ray was
said to have fired the rifle,"

This is deliberate irisquotation of the attached news story. There was more than one
mark, The FBI deliberately omitted UPI's words and Weisherg's,"that could be matched to
the rifle." The concluding words of the FEI'S "refutation" confirms this,"inusfficient
marks for ldentification were left on the boards.."

3  “ALLEGATION: Weisberg steted that he had asked for the results of any spectrographic
analysks of the bullet...and was told there was nene,"

The "Deniel" confirms Weisberg's accuracys It describes as "erronecus” the letter
of the Deputy Attorney Genersl, which it actually quotess On 12/16 this is repeated in
more detall, describing not uhﬁ’f%ﬂﬁ but what the DAG wrote as "erroneous.” (on p.1,red)

The deliberatemess is established in the last words of the WI story which guote
Welsberg as saying "Under his suit he obtained such an analysis,”

Thus there is not even a hint of error or exaggeration in what the FEI says Weisberg saids
12/16/75, A, "'l.'_g-a Department had issued a press release refuting a statement by Hareld
Weisberg that information received...was cbiained as a result of a suit." The claim is that
the decision to release was made earlier. No copy of this degi&nn has been provideds
Abundant contrary records have been, some already in the records The requests date to
six years earlier, the Items of the Complaint to eight months earlier. The entire second
letter is devoted to proving the DAG's error., No Department release is attached. A UPI

story only is, an add to an earlier story on King,
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. This is the case involving the murder of Martin
Luther_King, Jr., 'in Memphis, Tennessee,~ in April, 1968.

and various police agencies, alleged that law enforcement
o units "from Tennessee to the Department of Justice" hig
;. evidence and Mcontrived the story that Ray was a "lone
unassisted assmassin, " Weisberg made the following allegations -
pertaining to the FBI: ' Pl

1 ALLEGATION: There were marks on King's clothing which could |
} .. not be matched to any possible effect of the
T bullet, ' ' ' '

FACT: Autopsy reports in describing_the damage to the °
—___ right side of the face of pr. King where the ‘single
bullet struck indicated "... there was a large gaping wound.* .-

In the autopsy report, Dr. J. T. Prancisco describes

the entrance wound by stating there was "... extensive excavati_jdi! ;:

lesion affecting the right side of the face ... with a fracture e

of the right side of the mandible.® (Lower jaw). ‘ Vi

The FBI Laboratory report dated 4/29/68 sets out ° L

the following information in relation to the examination of _ 2

the clothlpq of Dr. King. © ReL9 o _“;;‘f‘ ¢ .;‘.4;2/5? . r;

"There is a large hole in the right ‘front portion f

Oof the collar of the shirt. fThe necktie has been forcibly f ) 3

torn apart in- the right front- neck portion also. The-ebject, = %%
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MURKIN

L] -
or objects causing the damage were larger than a bullet of e SRS
.30 caliber size and irregular in size as all of the yarns were '
brgken, not cut. One or more segments of bone could not T Ee b AT
be eliminated as the cause of the damage."” g Pttt

"j} ALLEGATION: The FBI knew there was no mark on the windowsill
- from which Ray was said to have fired the rifle. o

FACT: Examination of -the bathroom from which the shot was fired
revealed that the bathroom window was jammed open to a

height of about 3". Lt. J. D. Hamby, Homicide Bureau, Memphis

Police Department, removed the windowsill because the sill

*... appeared to have a recently made indentation.”

The FBI Laboratory report of the examination of the . .. .
windowsill dated 4/11/68, stated that the board bears a recent - ATy
dent which could have been caused by a light blow from the
muzzle of a weapon. The dent contains microscopic marks of the
R type which could be produced by the side of the barrel at the
y muzzle but insufficient marks for identification.were.left

| on_the board due to the physical nature of the wood. N
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ALLEGATION: Weisberg stated that he had asked for the results of any

spectrographic analysis of the bullet which killed Dr, '
King and was told there was none. Under his FOIA suit, he obtained
such an analysis.
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FACT: Under FOIA, Mr. Weisberg did request numerous material
pertaining to this investigation, including the results
of any spectrographic analyses.

Y e e ]

 The FBI denied this request by letter dated 6/27/75,
and based this denial on the fact that James Earl Ray has an ' i
appeal pending in the U. S. 6th Circuit Court of Appeals. This .-
denial was reversed by the Deputy Attorney General.

In his letter dated 12/1/75, Deputy Attorney General
Tyler modified the denials for material by the FBI Ti? zgated,
in error, that "... analyses were made only on the clothing
of Dr. King at the €fme of his death:= =" -
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concerning the spec€rographic analysis o ““1'15 g,.n‘x ulls t.ssaq%_,f.g%e

- the letter 'Of the Deputy dttorney General fo.Weisberg and not . -
§ from Ehisg Bureau. . . . i
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(KILG ASSASSIKATION)

WASHINGTO!I YUPI) =- A PRIVATE ILVESTIGATOR WHO SUED TO ORTAIL :
DOCU™ENTS UNDER THE FREEDO™ OF INTORVATION ACT SAID TODAY THEY SHOW
TEDERAL OFFICIALS LIED ARD CONTRADICTEN THEMSELVES ABOUT THE ¢
RCCASSINATION OF MARTIMN LUTHER KILG JR.

THZ CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER WAS SLAIM IN 1958 IN MEVPHIS. JAMES EARL
Re7 PLEADZD GUILTY IN 1975 TO THE SLAYING AND WAS °E’TEHCED TO 95
YEZARS I PRISON.

HAROLD WEISRERG, WHO SAID KT HAS IRVESTIGATED THE SLAVING FOR
SEVEN VEARS GHAHC*D THAT LAW ENFORCEMERT UNITS "FRO™ TENNESSEE TO
THE DEPARTVENT OF JUSTICE™ FID EVIDENCE AND 'CDNTRIVED' THE STORY
THAT RAY WAS A "LOIE, UNASSISTED “SASSIb. o

UKDER THT KWEU FPEEUOV CF II'FORMATIQN ACT, WEISBERG SUED THE ;AQ
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT AKD OETAINED SOME QF THE KING CASE EVIDENCE..;7~

AT A K54S CONFERENCE TODAY, ARRANGED BY REP. JOHN CORVERS JR..

D-VFICK., WEISPERG SAID HE FOU(D A REPORT THAT MARKS ON KING'S
cLoT11:é COJL“ NOT BE VATCEED TO AMY POSSIBLE EFFECT OF THE BULL'T
THAT WAS SAID TO HAVE KILLED KING. WEISBERG CHARGED THE FBI K
THERET MRS \Oc'ﬂR§ 0! THE HIP“OWQILL, FRO" WHICH RAY WAS SAID TO Hﬁl.’

FIRCD 4
WZISBERG THAT HE ASKED NY.QPECTROGPAPHIC ANALYSIS,
WHICH WOULD HAVE SHOW: THME EXACT MAKEUP OF THNE SUSPECTED DEATH
BULL”T ALD WAC GLD THERE WAS HONE. ULDER HIS SUIT HE OBIAIQED SU"’

AL ALALVE] !
T—urE 3 7 AE°

m

. #



- “ Denomay roas O, W Vet * "
. ¥ BAY 1Fa) fOINOM
a OB IPmi L4} O 1BE=11.4

) U::ITED srA'rEs'doy'f';RNMEN'r . * | ‘:.“/:NZJI?
Annr. DYy
~Memorandum 1 - . callanan el

= Mr. Adams ) Comp. Syat, ___

1
qy i Gallagher Ent. Atlatra ___
a3 : 1 E T Files .,
p ‘Mr. Gallagher ? "d D 75512/16/75 5 :g
B | 1 - Mr. O'Connell }u-
1
1

} . ' Trspection ____
/ FrROM ':JL S. Peelman %ﬁf? o

- Mr. Peelman . ? berebh
— .- : R Y

- Mr. Lawn o Leberstery
o me=  Legel Coun, __
Plon. L Evgl, __

) ¢ ‘J / - . Ypee e
SUBJECT ‘MURKIN . : ; Vralning _____

Telophane Rm, _
Directer Soa'y

_ This fs the case involving the murder of Martin

Luther King, Jr., in Memphis, Tennessee, in April, 1968. o

” ) Réference is made to a previous memorandum datedlj’ 2
12/12/75, captioned as above, which set out and refuted Pr
allegations made by Harold Weisberg, against the FBI in :

forerence to captioned investigation, based upon material i Mt
furnished him under the Freedom of Information Act (Fora).” = -

One of these allegations involved information
Weisberg received in a letter from Deputy Attorney General
- Tyler which indicated erroneously that the FBI Laboratory

did not conduct spectrographic analyses of the fatal bullet.

. On 12/16/75, Departmental Attorney Volne

FOIA Section, Department of Justice, advised SAI#r b
» General Investigative Division, that the D partment =

ad issued a press release dated 12/11/75 refuting a o

statement by Harold Weisberg that information received by

Weisberg pertaining to this investigation was obtained as a

result of a suit. (A copy of that release is attached.)

\ Additionally, Mr. Brown stated that information

! furnished to Weisberg in the Deputy Attorney General's ¥ Bl

: \ lletter.dated 12/1/75, was incorrect. Brown advised that a
letter is being prepared to be forwarded to Weisberg e
acknowledging that erroneous information had been furnished
_and that the FBI Laboratory did in fact conduct spectrographic
analyses of the fatal bullet, copies of which analyses have been
furnished to Weisberg under his FOIA request. A copy of this
letter to Weisberg will be forwarded to im_tsg P).uileau.,' Ayl e

/ In view of the fact that the Department 1is preparing

/ a letter corrécting the misinformation previously furnished ;
to Weisberg, it does not appear that a letter from this Bureau
to the Department pointing out this misinformation 1B'warranﬁedff'
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ACTION: “None.’ For'information.
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ADD 1 KING INVE”TIGATION WﬂSHIN TOM (UP 050) P il I
A A JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SPOVESVAN SAID UTISPERG WAS YRONG IN THIhYIhG
, 2. HE GOT THE MATERIAL AS A RESULT OF HIS SUIT. HE SAID DEPUTY ATTORNEY -
\{ -3 GEMERAL HAROLM R. TYLER JR. HADE . THE DEFISION THREE DAYS BEVOR HE, % %
% ﬂEARD APOUT THE SUIT. W“”“" ‘
UEISBFRG FILED THE SUIT OF NOV. 2% BUT TI'T U.S. ATTOPPEY UID UOT
ET A NOTICE OF THE SUIT UKTIL DEC. 1 AND THME JUSTICE DEPARTMENT .- -
gI”IPQL DIVICIOP Oh DEP. 2, IHE ESVAN "Alﬂ. HE - SAID TYLER WAS;

: %{‘ T:TOLD UNTI s ,;
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