
Unrecordeds of 12/12 and 12/16/75 	WEISBERG'S AIIEHED MISSTATEMENTS 

i. "ALLEGATION: There were marks on King's clothing which could not be matched to any 

possible effect of the bullet. 

Weisberg did not say this and could not possibly have said it. On this occasion he 

gave away copies of what he had obtained. The so-called chemical analysis of a bullet 

composed of 12 elements showed only one, lead. Weisberg said that the presence of lead 

did not prove a bullet had caused the damage to the clothing or that the is fatal bullet had. 

2. "ALLEGATION: The FBI knew there was no mark on the windowsill from which Ray was 

said to have fired the rifle." 

This is deliberate Misquotation of the attached news story. There was more than one 

mark. The FBI deliberately omitted UPI's words and Weisherg's,"that coull be matched to 

the rifle." The concluding words of the FBI'S "refutation" confirms this,"inusfficient 

marks for identification were left on the beard..." 

3. "ALLEGATION: Weisberg stated that he had asked for the results of any spectrographic 

analysis of the bullet...and was told there was none." 

The "Denial" confirms Weisberg's accuracy. It describes as "erroneous" the letter 

of the Deputy Attorney General, which it aotually quotes. On 12/16 this is repeated in 

more detail, describing not who irtliff but what the DAG wrote as "erroneous." (on p.1,red) 

The deliberateness is established in the last words of the UOd story which quote 

Weisberg as saying "Under his suit he obtained such an analysis." 

Thus there is not even a hint of error or exaggeration in what the FBI says Weisberg said. 

12/16/75, A, "le Department had issued a press release refuting a statement by Harold 

Weisberg that information received...was obtained as a result of a suit." The claim is that 

the decision to release was made earlier. No copy of this dAiCion has been provided. 

Abundant contrary records have been some already in the record. The requests date to 

six years earlier, the Items of the Complaint to eight months earlier. The entire second 

letter is devoted to proving the KG's error. No Department release is attached. A UPI 

story only is, an add to an earlier story on King, 
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This is the case involving the murder of Martin 
Luther,King, Jr., in Memphis, Tennessee,-in April, 1968. 

Attached is a copy of a UPI release dated 12/11/75, 
in which Harold Weisberg, an author who has written several books 
critical of the Warren Commission, the FBI, Secret Service, 
and various police agencies, alleged that law enforcement 
units "from Tennessee to the Department of Justice" hid evidence and "contrived the story that Ray was a "lone unassisted assaassin." Weisberg made the following allegations 
pertaining to the FBI: 
ALLEGATION: There were marks on King's clothing which could 
	  not be matched to any possible effect of the 
bullet. 

FACT: Autopsy reports in describing the damage to the 	 right side of the face of Dr. King where the single 
bullet struck indicated 'I— there was a large gaping wound." 

In the autopsy report, Dr. J. T. Francisco describes 
the entrance wound by stating _there was "... extensive excavati 
lesion affecting the right side of the face ... with a fracture' 
of the right side of the mandible." (lower jaw). 

The FBI Laboratory report dated 4/29/68 sets out 
the following information in relation to the examination of 
the clothing of Dr. King. 

RtL-9 ( , 	; 
"There is a large hole in the right front portion 

of the collar of the shirt. The necktie has been forcibly 
torn apart in- the right front- neck portion also. The–ob4ear„,„ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
RE: MURKIN 

• 
or objects causing the damage were larger than a bullet of 

.30 caliber size and irregular in size as all of the yarns were 

brOken, not cut. One or more segments of bone could not  

be eliminated as the cause of the damage."  

ALLEGATION: The FBI knew there was no mark on the windowsill 

Irom which Ray was said to have fired the rifle. 

FACT: Examination of the bathroom from which the shot was fired 

revealed that the bathroom window was jammed open to a 

height of about 3". Lt. J. D. Hamby, Homicide Bureau, Memphis 

Police Department, removed the windowsill because the sill 

... appeared to have a recently made indentation." 

The FBI Laboratory report of the examination of the 

windowsill dated 4/11/68, stated that the board bears a recent 

dent which could have been caused by a light blow from the 

muzzle of a weapon. The dent contains microscopic marks of the 

type which could be produced by the side of the barrel at the 

muzzle but insufficient marks for_identification.were_left 

on the boaiaaTe -C6-thegiiiairnature of the wood. 

ALLEGATION: Weisberg stated that he had asked for the results of any 

spectrographic analysis of the bullet which killed Dr. 

King and was told there was none. Under his FOIA suit, he obtained 

such an analysis. 

FACT: Under FOIA, Mr. Weisberg did request numerous material 

pertaining to this investigation, including the results 

of any spectrographic analyses. 

. The FBI denied this request by letter dated 6/27/75, 

and based this denial on the fact that James Earl Ray has an 

appeal pending in the U. S. 6th Circuit Court of Appeals. This 

denial was reversed by the Deputy Attorney General. 

In his lettdr dated 12/1/75, Deputy Attorney General 

Tyler modified the denials for material,by the FBI and stated, 

in error, that "... anaiLses were made only on the, clothing 

of Dr. KinLat the'fige 

The erroneota_inlaKMAtiOLfurnished tgWAiZ19.&Pg 

concerntng .. e-.§pecEroUP4Olic-0.1.4-s of—V4p_bullet_ca
me from 

the ie-EterAit the Deputy 	
no attorney Cnnal. ta Weisberland U 

.   
trom this- Bureau. 
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I • up-oDo  
(KIrC ASSASEINATIO;:) 

wAS!;P:GTON (UPI) -- A PRIVATE if.VESTIGATOR WHO SUED TO OFTAIr 
DOCUMENTS UhDED THE YREEDOm OF INFOPmATION ACT SAID TODAY THEY SHOW 

	

' 	FEDERAL OFFICIALS LIET) ANn COTRAIICTE'D THEmSELVES.ABOUT THE 
ASSAFSIrATION OF "ARTI1 LUTHER KING JR. 

TH7 CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER WAS SLAIN IN 1958 IN MEMPHIS. JAMES EARL 

	

. 	Ilm',  PLEAD:, GUILT? IN I9S TO THE SLAvIrc AND WAS SENTEN!:ED TO 95 

	

II, 	 YEARS IV PRISON. 
HAROLD WEISBERG, WHO SAID HE HAS INVESTIGATED THE ELA"ING FOR 

t SEVEN yEARS, CHARGED THAT LAW ENFORCEMENT UNITS "FRO'' TENNESSEE TO 
1.! THE DEPART"ENT or JUSTICE" pi, EVIDEwcE AND "CONTRIVED' THE STORY 

	

i 	THAT RAY WAS A "LorE, UVA:SISTED ASSASSIr.w 
r.- UNDER THE NE-: FREElOm OF IFFORmATIO:: ACT, WEISBERG SUED THE 

JUSTICE DEPARP0ENT AND OETAINED SOME or THE KING CASE EVIDENCE. 

i

AT A p.:EUS CONFERENCE TODAY, ARRANGED BY REP. JOHN COVERS JR.,- 
D-VICF., WEISPERC SAID HE FOULO A REPORT THAT PARKS ON KING'S • 
CLOTHING COULD NOT BE MATCHED TO ANY POSSIBLE EFFECT OF THE BULLET 

	

. v 	THAT WAS SAID TO HAVE KILLED KIrC. WEISBERG CHARGED THE FBI KNEW'  
THEN WAS ix rAR" Cr: THE WINDOWSILL FRO" WHICH RAY WAS SAID TO HAV7 2. , `rigr:D THri CollagE_EATZ,E1.1Q_LHE "E au. - 

■ W7ISPERG ALLEGED THAT HE ASKED rO.R ANY SPECTROCRA.PHIC ANALYSIS, 
WHICH WOULD HAVE SHOWN THE EXACT MAKEUP or THE SUSPECTED DEATH 
BULLET, At.D wAs TOLD THERE WAS NONE. UNDER HIS SUIT HE oulikELEIL 
IL2vt-L-Etsi.1.2x_Fit1D. 	

• .............._....,......—........— 
. 	., 	-. 	. -Itmr-r7=-11 11:47 AES 
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This is the case involving the murder of Martin 
04.rot Sees — 

 Luther King, Jr., in Memphis, Tennessee, in April, 1968. 

Reference is made to a previous memorandum dated" 12/12/75, captioned as above, which set out and refuted allegations made by Harold Weisberg, against the FBI in reference to captioned investigation, based upon material furnished him under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

-"Memorandum A. b 1 - Mr. Callahan 	fawfw 

1 - Mr. Adams 	Como. BC 

1 - Mr, Gallagher - DATE. 12/16/75 	iG- 

84 

One of these allegations involved information Weisberg received in a letter from Deputy Attorney General Tyler which indicated erroneously that the FBI Laboratory did not conduct spectrographic analyses of the fatal bullet. 

On 12/16/75, Departmental Attorney Volne 	own, FOIA Section, Department of Justice, advised SA , General Investigative Division, that the 	par ment ad issued a press release dated 12/11/75 refuting a statement by Harold Weisberg that information received by Weisberg pertaining to this investigation was obtained• as a result of a suit. (A copy of that release is attached.) 
Additionally, Mr. Brown stated that information furnished to Weisberg in the Deputy Attorney General's letter dated 12/1/75, was incorrect. Brown advised that a letter is being prepared to be forwarded to Weisberg acknowledging that erroneous information had been furnished and that the FBI Laboratory did in fact conduct spectrographic analyses of the fatal bullet, copies of which analyses have been furnished to Weisberg under his FOIA request. A copy of this letter to Weisberg will be forwarded to At”ipreau, 	/ 	. 
In view of the fact that the Department is preparing a letter correcting the misinformation previously furnished to Weisberg, it does not appear that a letter from this Bureau to the Department pointing out this misinformation is- warranted-.—  

ACTION:  "None. For'infdimation. 
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' ADD 1 KING INVESTIGATION,' WASHINITOM (UP-050) , 
--`.. A JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SPMESVAN SAID U7ISDE" WAS IiIROFC IN varyirC 
47  HE GOT THE MATER/AL AS A RESULT OF HIS SUIT. HE SAID DEPUTY ATTORNEY 
4..:GENFRAL HAROLD R. TYLER JR. MADE,-THE DECISION THREE DAYS 8E7ORE HE' ' 
ti:HIEARD POUT THE SUIT.  

OFT4IA7INIPEFfna"1 SUIT pr NOV. 2U BUT TVE U.S. ATTORNEY nInN(yr 

ON DEC. 	
1,,APD,  TH,F: JUSTIC.E DEPARTMENT 1 , ,.: 

VNOT TOLD UNTIL nEc. 3. 	'*.. 
4̀CmImIMAL DIVIIONI. ON 	C 2) ;THESPO,,TSLAN SAID. HI.. SAID TYLER WAS 
,.-"vr, 	UPI 12-11 05:52 PES cr!.:-.' 
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