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IF SUCH INFORMATION IS AV
AILABLE TO THE BUREAR, IT

 IS 
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NR 003 NE PLAIN 

9.129 PM NITEL OCTOBER 

TO: 	IDIREFMR. FBI 

FRO ----- SAC, MEMPHIS 

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERA
L HENRY HAILE, STATE ATTO

RNEY 

GENERAL'S OFFICE, NASHVIL
LE, TENN., HAS ADVISED TH

AT SUBJECT 

RAY TO BE GIVEN HEARING B
EFORE JUDGE ROBERT M. MCR

AE, JR., 

USDC, VDT. MEMPHIS, OCTO
BER 22, 1974. EXPECTED T

O TESTIFY FOR 

RAY ARE HERBERT 1. MCDONA
LD, A BALLISTICS EXPERT F

ROM ITHACA, 

N. Y., AND HAROLD WEISBERG, AN AUTHOR WHO HAILE STATES HAS 

PREVIOUSLY FILED SUIT AGA
INST FBI REGARDING ASSASS

INATION 

OF PRESIDENT JFK. 
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MR. HAILE HAS REQUESTED T
HE BUREAU GIVE HIM ANY IN

FORMATION 

AVAILABLE WHICH WOULD ASS
IST HIM IN CROSS EXAMINATION OF 

MCDONALD AND WEISBERG. HE WILL KEEP SOURCE OF SUCH INFORMATION 

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL BUT NEEDS ANY INFORMATION WHICH MIGHT 

NAVE A BEARING ON THEIR VERACITY, COMPETENCY, AND BIAS. 

RECOMMENDED THAT SAME BE
 FURNISHED CONFIDENTIALL

CTO—MRHAILE' 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 	
r4-4; OCT 11 1974 	L_OV)' 
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Bufiles and indices Albany Division contain no 
information pertaining to Herbert I. McDonald, based upon 
available informat 

Ce4  
SEE NOTE PAGE TWO... 
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AIRTEL 

To: 	SAC, Memphi 	(44-1987) 

6 From: 	Director, FBI 
75
(44-38861) 	1 

10/11/(74 

MURKIN 	 1 - Mr. Lawn 

ReMEteletype dated 10/7/74. 

Enclosed are two copies each of two 
newspaper articles concerning Harold Weisberg. Also 
enclosed are two copies of a list of materials furnished 
to Harold Weisberg by the Civil Rights Division, U. S. 
Department of Justice, on 6/24/70, as a result of a civil 
action filed against the Department of Justice and the 
Department of State in which Weisberg demanded copies of all 
the legal papers which were employed in the extradition of 
James Earl Ray. 

Bufiles reveal that Weisberg has written numerous 
letters requesting unsuccessfully that the Bureau make 
available to Weisberg certain records concerning captioned 
matter, as well as records concerning another unrelated 
investigation conducted by this Bureau. 

A copy of enclosed material may be furnished to 
Henry Haile, State Attorney General's Office, Nashville, 
as requested in referenced communication. 



Airtel to SAC, ME 
RE: MURKIN — 

NOTE: The Memphis Division advised in referenced communication 

that a hearing for James Earl Ray is scheduled on 10/22/74 to 

determine whether Ray was coerced into entering a guilty plea 

on 3/10/69 to the murder of Martin Luther King. 

Attorney Henry Haile, State Attorney General's 

Office, Nashville, had requested that the Bureau furnish 

him, on a confidential basis, any information available 

which would assist him in determining the veracity, 

competency, and bias of 2 witnesses who will testify for Ray, 

Harold Weisberg, an author, and Herbert I. McDonald, a ballistics 

expert from Ithaca, New York. Memphis Division recommended that 

any pertinent information be made available to Haile. 

A review of Bufiles reveals that Weisberg has 

written several books critical of the Warren Commission, the 

FBI, Secret Sgrvice, and various police agencies. Gleaned 

from these files are copies of two newspaper articles pertaining 

to Weisberg which might be of assistance to Attorney Haile in 

analyzing the credibility of Weisberg as a witness. The 

first is an article which appeared in the Montgomery County 

Sentinal, Thursday, December 15, 1966, entitled "'Whitewash' Author 

is Man on the Go," which makes reference to Weisberg's theory 

of an FBI, Secret Service coverup before the Warren 

Commission. The second article, which appeared in "The Evening 

Star," October 25, 1973, reveals that Weisberg had lost his bid 

before the U. S. Court of Appeals to gain access to FBI files 

pertaining to the John F. Kennedy assassination. 

Bufiles also reveal. that Weisberg was furnished all of the 

legal papers utilized in the extradition of Ray from Great Britain, 

including material submitted by the States of Tennessee and 

Missouri, affidavits from witnesses, as well as affidavits from 

Special Agents of the FBI linking Ray to the assassination. 

That Weisberg is in possession of this material might be of 

assistance to Attorney Haile in further assessing the credibility 

of Weisberg. 

On 10/8/74, ASAC George Steel, Albany Division, advised 

that indices contain no reference to Herbert I. McDonald. 

On 10/9/74,111111111111111111111 Office of Legal 

Counsel, reviewed enclosed material an a vised that this material 

could be furnished to Mr. Haile, State Attorney General's 

Office, Nashville, Tennessee. 
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i;•-e:...ne.1 to a. ,;...eral --•  
pi;  5.::,y I teA„ Wes..t.--:-. 	:. . 
tzto.47.1serc.‘S'Iht Cl•I::.:•r, .: 
a;.;:-ir.,•J os are.or.al  1.1.;•••.i • .: 
progrems as well ss a.:.,!:-... r.,. ; 
partiespitia.o ra.lio stoa. i .; 
Cali:urr.la, Ohio, Infants .7.  
Pesthsylvanta. 

He is cor.fickrd his foil..:s. I 
Up to the first voiume w:I'.; 
help sharpen Ike eriticlarr. ...., 
the WATMA Coren.issi..r: :.; i 
the aftermaL% cd the I:e::::e*:::: 
assassination. • 	 1 

•My Second elok brin.- • 
to a new pair.4,' - he isa:.: I..%:: 
wee: at Coq COI-, the lip.::...1 

i' 	' 	 • town farm where he once r:.!'e l: 
: gee-se. *It may souhd Ira:IA.:. '.: I 

xcept en).  own- 

I rt this dates ereryobe•....-;;;-'4; 
II 

r ' 
. . 

. The turning point in t!..e'i 
whole thing was my app.. ar..r.;:e! 
on 1 television show to N....I 
Tort in July,• declared v. r ;s- i 
berg, pu7fIng on a ei:arII:T. ;T.:, 
squinting be :lop silver rim:1-..r.1 
glasses. 

• •roor lawyers were lyt:.--. la 
wait to tear me up. It v.::: 
rough. k took me an h•r•Jr N! 

.... 	 a half to teach them sileixe ilk 
golden,* he laughed. "The 
'pails really flew. • 

' Ciellibillty Basis 

'But that show laid the b..ii.:, 
for credibility. It opent..1 :;...1 
eyes of the most inficT•sti.: • 

!minds In New York. Pi:t.;:e • 
:realized that those who s:v 
51 mteinthing Is wrong 
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H a  roli 	eisherg,,;AlontgomeryCounty'scritic  
4 • 
lo: the ‘..irren Commission report„,is  a  man , 

	

r the go these days, 	 ., 

1

,........-. 	•••••• . 	• ir 

--------. • . • .......• 

His pace has picked upstesm 
since he published his second 
book, 'Whitewash 	The FBI- 
Secret Service Cover-Up,' 
early this month. 

1-as( st-ek he spent four dawn 
to post-midnight days In New 
York, followed by a stopover in 

_Philadelphia for .a Sour-hour 
isrlio broadcast. 

This week be's off bed 

qr.  

;-"." ••• 
• 

Is 	the 	se. WEISBERG *a A7 
	4 

`Whitewash'  Author 
an  on 	Go 

Warren Commission Critic Weisberg 

the Limelight 

•••••• 

■.• • ••.• 

117, ,TriflqTTPV. 

• 

• I 

• . 
• 

running • sgain on a week-long 
trip through the mid-west and 
on to the West Coast. Stops In- 
elude Chicago, Ill., Madison, 
Wise., San Francisco, Calif. 
and Los Angeles, Calif. 

Weisberg's original book, 
' Whitewash: The Report on 
the Warren Report,' was one 
of the first In the current rash 

•
imam  Of Hacks on the commtssion 

placed Um to the tete ' 
spollicbt. 	 iY 

• 

-1 
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aw.::ety. 17•431 t.ileywns are 

•••-.•i---t 1.0,11..1: 11...A.!! 1%..: truth."' 

. 	4... 	j 

Welskere .41t..•utes h.s sac -I 

cans as a eri•.:.-  li. 's r‘gi:v-ti 
refusal to ds, saytt.:r.g t.,:; !assi 
relay and r'.s: with ht-thst:.;,. 
bci NCI. 	I'Lli Hie or.ty one' 
who's dealt est•••••:ve:y wit::: 

i the commisshs-.'s f.adi:tds," kei 
a .i. led. 

Convinced his Ural blx It 
`couldn't w..11" until a publisher 
cot Id be foi.r.e. lo p 	It all, 
Welaberg financed the, 
ors•ration hlms.,tf. 

To dale 22,',00 1...ml.s have 
liven printed in four esti:inn.:  
a cid Dell POlishirg Co. bak 
Isis' COT! ow With a raperbact 
e)ltion gusranteein; a min4 
Mum of one-nnarIcr million oil 
the first printin;. 

'Whitewash II` had 10,00,, 
printed in the first edition, 
copies of width are hein; dis-
tributed to stores and in-
dividuals.  

'A lot of people wrote ages 
ago and asked us to send the 
next book as soon as it was 
out,' Welshers explained. He 
estimated he has received over 
3000 letters. 

&tiny fans already are in line 
for the third book, 'Whitewash 
Ifi It The Archive.' which 1 In 

e works, Weisberg added.
.1 His current trip across, e 

cuilniry Is In the usual wh.rl-
wind fashion. The agenda is 
crowded with television and 
radio appearances, press con-
ferences, speeches, semi:Lars, 
bull sessions, autographing 
sessions and meetings with 
wholesalers. 

'One morning I'm supposed to 

fu

a S:30 TV appearance after 
3 a.m. radio show,' Weisbeig 

edited. 	Can you Imagt5e 
ch a schedule? But I'll do tt„ 

too.' 	 _ 

0 
inkiest Atwoad 	, I 

'Welarg Is concenirstm; on 

the Intez-naliuml as well as the 

1.atvanal interest in the iCt nr.edy 

itation. 

Ills first hoot. is beir.; Ms-
:Hauled throughout the 
F.aglish-sraking world in the 

Dell edition. 

It has been serialized Is. 
"A rriba,' a newspaper in 
Nladrld, Spain, and 'Paso=  
rime,' a large German 
magazine. An Italian publishing 
company has contracted for the 

book and Is coming out with, 
an Italian edifice next month 
Weisberg said. 	. 

Weisberg is satisfied Mathis 
oubis about the Warren Com-
. lsston finally are reaching 
people. In addition he Is de-
lighted with the many set'',  

friends be has made Ihrou  

his books.  

'Lit (his sife) end I have so 
many Dea friends now,' be 
smile 1, —Albin his close-
( i or+ d i an Is; tr. 'So many 

peopl• I. 	wr.ttes us. 	• 

'People are wonderful,' 
Weisberg declared. 'At every 

point along the way there's 
teen sOmeoae there waiting with 
l 

 

band outstretched to help. 
eople want to be helpful and 
at's what counts." •- ,•••••--.. 
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has log his oz.:: 
U.S. C.euit .a 	here 
to fain acia.::.; 	files 
on Or... SI ssanin11:. o! for-
mer President John F. 
Kennedy. 

In an 8 -1 decision an-
nounced yesterday. th.7.. 
Court ticItcle 	la..ver ceurt 

th.lt th,..,F1.1 analysis 
of heillzt fr.,,L•incitts and 
scrapins from 0..e Lr.sassi- 
nation scene 	r:•I quz!ify 
for release to the public 
under the Were" Freedom 
of Information Act. 

A dissentirv• o7inien was 
filed by Ciiief U.S. Appeals 
Court Judye David Itatelon. 
fie said that wi'.11.,ut some 

1 

mechanism for the public to 
look at the FPI znalysis. 
"the public will have to rely 
entirely upon the Justice 
Department's opiaion that 
the results of Or! . 	tests 
arc adequately rho-An in the 
report of the Warren Com-
mission.—  

ll'etsberc. who has writ- 
ten four b:.oks on the essas: 
sination. has maintained 
that the IVarren Commis-
sion report was a "white-
wash" and did not tell the 
full story hchir..111eli-
stent-to-dzat h. 

The Washington Post 
Times Herald 	  

The Evening Star (Washington) 

The Sunday Star (Washinc;o:in).. 
Daily News (New York) 	 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 	  

The New York Time* 	 
The Daily World 	  

The New Leader 	  

The Wall Street Jouread 

The National Observer 	 
Peoples World 	  



I. Material Submitted by the States 
of Tennessee and Missouri  

A. Application for Requisition for International 
EXtradition for.James Earl Ray executed by the Governor 
of the State of Tennessee and directed to the Secretary 
of State of the United States. 

B. Petition for Application for Requisition in 
International Extre1tion of James Earl Ray addressed to 
the Governor of the State of Tennessee by Phil M. Canale, 
Jr., District Attorney General, 15th Judicial District, 
State of Tennessee (attaching various other docunents 
described belov). 

C. Affidavit of Dr. J. T. Francisco, pathologist, 
attesting to the cause of death of Martin Luther King and 
attaching autopsy report. 

D. Affidavit of Robert V. Wexler, with exhibits, 
stating results of survey of area where Martin Luther King 
vas killed. 

EVELOSURE 
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E. Afffdavit of Guy Wan•en Canipe, Sr., Memphis 

storekeeper, with exhibits, concerning his finiing
 of 

a package vith the rurder vearon in it. 

P. Affidavit of Inspector N. E. Zachary, Memphis 

Police Officer, i1th exhibits, regarding his on-th
e-scene 

investigation irnediately following the murder and his 

discovery of various physical evidence. 

G. Affidavit of Captain R. L. Williams, Me
mphis 

Police Officer, reLardirg inspection of Ray's roam
 in 

boarding house and discovery of physical evidence 
there. 

H. Affidavit of Cordra York, Sr., Memphis sp
orting 

goods dealer, regarding identity of binoculars. 

I. Affidavit of James D. Hamby, Memphis Polic
e 

Officer, regarding recovery of bullet from Martin 
Luther . 

King's body during autopsy. 

J. Copy of Tennessee indictment of James Ear
l Ray 

for merder of Martin Luther King. 

1/4  K. Certified copy of death certificate of Martin 

Luther King. 

L. Certified copy of autopsy report on Martin L
uther 

King. 

M. Certified copy of sections of Tennessee laws. 

N. Certificate of Fred T. Wilkinson, Director o
f 

the )tissouri Department of Corrections, of Missouri crimi-

nal record of Ray. 

0. Certificate of Jules H. McAteer, Missouri Cler
k 

of Court, describing record of oonvictioa and sent
ence of 

Rey. 
air 

P. Certificate of James C. Kirkpatrick, Missour
i 

Secretary of State, setting forth Missouri statute
s, 

Q. Affidavit of ,red T. Wilkinson, Director of Mi
ssouri 

Department of Corrections, regarding criminal reco
rd of Ray 

and certifying that fingerprints and photographs attached to 

his prior certification were those of Ray. 

• 
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II. re.erial Pro= Privnte Persons 
Acr..u::-alated by the Dcf.artuent 
of J”dtice  

A. Affidavit of Donald F. Wood, gun ralesnan, 
Alaban..1, stntir,- he sold weapon to nan in 

attached p::otograpb (Ray). 

B. Affidavit of'Charles Quitman Stephens, resident 

of boardin; house (*Ion which shot vas fired, describing 

Ray's activities in boarding house. 

C. Affidavit of Janes H. Laue, friend of King, who 
was also tn employee of the Con =unity Relations Service 

of the Justice D3partment, who was in the next room from 

Kir", describing shot and discovery of King's body. 

D. Affidavit of Henrietta Hagcnaster, hotel clerk, 

regarding -hotel registration of Ray in Veiphis. 

E. Affidavit of John Webster DeShazo, customer in 
Birmingham gun store, identifying attached-photograph-of 

Ray as ran he saw purchase gun. 

F. Affidavit of Tomas Reyes Lau, bartendling school 

operator, identifying attached photograph of Ray as pupil 

be had under alias of Eric Stavro Galt, 

G. Affidavit of Anna Christine Kelly, Nemphis hotel 

clerk, regarding Ray's registration at hotel. 

III. Material Prepared by the Department 
. 	of Justice for the Signature of FBI 

Personnel 

A. Affidavit of Lynda' L. Shaneyfelt, FBI Agent and 
rnotor,raphic Expart, comparing photographs of JaM35 Earl Ray 

under various aliases and identifying him as the same person. 

B. Affidavit of George J. Bonebrake, FBI Agent and 

Fingerprint Expert, comparing fingerprints on murder weapon 

and binoculars vith Rays fingerprints and identifying them 

as the sz_me (attaching fingerprint cards as exhibits). 

C. Affidavit of Robert A. Frazier, FBI Agent and 

Ballistics Expert, comparing murder bullet with weapOn and 

establishing that bullet cane from that or a similar weapon. 

• 
• 

. . 	. 



400•04044041740f449°' 

 
  

   
  

  
   

 

 
  

   
 

 

 
  

   
 

h 

D. Aff:davit of Robert G. Jensen, FBI Agent in 
remnIlLs, 	 weapons aid physical e•riden_ce turned 
over to him 	14,e;2-phis Police. 

E. Affidavit of Robert G. Jensen, FBI Agent in 
vith exhibits, deceribing registration card of 

Zric S. Galt (flay) at hotel. 

F. Affidavit of Janes H! Mortimer, FBI Agent and 
Hand.•.:riting Specialist, vith haa3.n•iting exhibits, 
identifying signature on hotel registration card as 
same as docullents at bartending school. 

G. Affidavit of Theodore J. AlBearn, FBI Agent in 
Los Angeles, regarding Lau's identification of photographs 
of Galt (Ray). 

• -- 
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