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.t njEcT:HAROL(WEISBERG 
DEPARTMENTAL REQUEST 

1 	0 • • tio, 	 _ . : . 

Mr. Carl Eardley, Deputy Assistant Attorney General in the Civil 
Division, has advised that the Department is in receipt of a request from 
Harold Weisberg for the spectrographic analyses of certain of the bullets and 
fragments recovered in the investigation of th6 assassination of President 

1 

 John.f.. _Kennedy. Harold Weisberg is the author of Whitewas4  a "leftist" 
book highly critical of the Bureau and its investigation of the assassination. 

Spectrographic analysisanalysis of material, such as bullet metal, permits a 
comparison of the composition of different samples and thus some indication 
as to whether such samples may have originated from the same or different 
bullets. Laboratory examiners furnished testimony before the Commission • 
that certain fragments were examined spectrographically and were similar 
in composition. The detailed notes, work sheets, and photographic plates 
comprising the raw data upon which this conclusion was based were, of 
course, prepared by the Examiners at the time the analyses were made and 
constitute "raw data" which are a part of the Bureau's investigative files 
pertaining to_this matter. To assist him in preparing his denial for this 
information, Mr. Eardley has requested to see these notes, work sheets 
and spectrographic plates. 	 .r. 

FROM 

In a somewhat similar earlier situation in which a "would-be" author 
desired to obtain this raw data, the request was denied by the Department • 
based upon the fact that this material is part of the Bureau's investigative 

(Wes compiled for law enforcement purposes. This earlier request came 
ctirough Mr. Eardley's Office and the Department sustained the Bureau's 
recommended position of denial. . 
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Memorandum to Mr. Conrad 
Re: HAROLD WEISBERG 

DEPARTMENTAL REQUEST 

' 	• • -.1. - • 4 ... 

Eardley was reminded of the earlier similar situation and 	• f'-''' 

advised that he recalled the previous request and the action taken thereon. 

He was also reminded that the testimony as to the conclusions was set forth 

in the Commission report. Eardley indicated that he also planned to deny 

the request from Weisberg but pointed out that it would be extremely helpful 

to him (Eardley) in preparing his denial U he could be permitted to see the 

notes, work sheets, and spectrographic plates which constitute the "raw ', •c 

material" in the Bureau file, from which the conclusions were drawn. It 

was pointed out to Eardley that, except insofar as the examiner's notes : ' 

reflect the examiner's conclusion, much of the material, including the 

photographic plates themselves, is of a highly technical nature and requires 

scientific training for their proper interpretation. 	 . , 

Eardley has been friendly and helpful to the Bureau in the past 

land, as indicated above, has stated that he plans to deny the current request 

(from Weisberg. Accordingly, although certain of the raw material will be 

meaningless to him, except where the notes are sell-explanatory, it is 

• suggested that the Bureau will wish to comply with Eardley's request to 

see this material. If approved, the specific material involved, namely ' 

examiner's notes, work sheets, and spectrographic plates will be shown 

Eardley. He will not, of course, have access to any remaining part of 

the file. 

gFCOMMENDATION: 

Accordingly, it is recommended that Mr. Eardley be authorized to 

lew the spectrographic plates and notes pertaining to this matter. If ';  

aproved, Mr. Eardley will be telephonically advised. 
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xve have poini:ed out in previous cornmunic:Ltions to officials of ti:: 

E-:".`''rtZ1-.:-.t. of .Iu.Vice, V.'sishe:..g is a prolinc ar.d notorious critin 	t..F: 
' ;ParrZ..r, Ccirx.issOr, the F1'A, etc. . Ets cri:inirms have included s-.1.:tiag • • 

of 1.r:a truth and outright lies. 	 • • 
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. So far as the Ferrie material is concerned, Ferrie died in 
February, l967. The 55 pages of information atout him which were 
witl.held from public disclosure contained allegations, hearsay, and • • 
rumor indicating he may have been a hornose%ual. This information • 
v:ithhelci in 1£ G5, two years before Ferries dent Z• The previous 
conur.unicazions to Department offibials which ware written follow!r..7 • 
Ferriets death tools the position that we had an ol3fection to the relez.f:e 
of this information to the public; however, t•hf final decision in this 
regard was a decision to be maxis 1.)y Cie Depa rtt neat of Justice.,  

• . 	 • t • Regarding the photograph.mentioned ir item 3 above, informel , 
discuLsions with 'Mr. Carl En.-dley, Deputy As3lEtallt Attorney General. 
sh-tv the Department feels that U. v.-ould he ds_fr.in...dt, if not hr.possit7:.., 

-0: to sustain in court a refusal to furnish copies of material the Subject. ' 
of which is already availab:e to the public. 	• 	 . 
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Cie receipt referrediO 	abOV.; 	 f z: 
a missile. The "missilei.'.co,I.3:sted Of two sa,a1:. fr2gratintS of lea;.1:!: 
recovered from the head ofPresider.: .;..Innecly. 	 ,k;:!• • •  

it -Active to the autopsy phototrapin; ments.oned in Item 	• 	. --• 
the Labo.vi.tory has never had in its p3SSeiii:131 or custody*anY of  . •• 	' 

Cleso photographs. This material has also been co-ordinated wit  
. the DoineFiic Intelligence and Gineral Investigative 

Both Divisions advise that they have never had. custody of the:autotiny'', 
photographs. • ':.: 	 •  
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