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Dear vave, 2/3/90

Since telling yoeu I would recount a Teuw of ny deur but deceased friend ~idney
xiaufmanfs adventures _',e been thiuking about it and p.rhaps ought omit soue of the nanes.

iile so wany of ny friends in Hew Yeal duys, particu.arly after wur broace out in
Europe, he stayed with us until he got situa‘cfo?a. a5 with nany o,}:hers, I got t started
through another dear friend, the motherly i{.C. (Caiey) Blackburg, who aside from being
active in Democratic politics was first second in charge and then in charge of the Office
of Goveriment doportse She'd been with the Creel thing in VWorld Var I and she was like a
mother withd young people. '

Sidney liked women and women liked him. But I never knew hin: to run around when he
was married. His first narriage was to the getress, “ran Heflin, sister of the actor Van
and of another brother whose name = now don t recall, a sort of lobbyist. Fran was on
Broadeay in some show when + visited them, then 2 wa: not in touch with Sidney for a while,
this probably after world War II, and then he told he he'd divorced her, When he was out
of town she slept with others, he said. He remained close friend of the lobbyist brother.

One of the women who lived with him was the daughter of a former historian[ anbassador
to Germany. She had been quite open in tolling hin she'd slept with as many high Nazi
officials as she could. She lived with hi: until the norning of the day she nmariied a wealthy
liberal souewhat older that shc was. She gos our of Sidney's bed to marry this nman.

it hapiens that earlier Uidney and this wan had kiown each oti.er and the pan had
done sonething Yidney considered not nice to him, peihaps actionable, ondy as a prank
Sidney told hiwm he'd forget it it this liberal wade a contribution to the Corwunidt
2urtye. I have no reuson to believe Sidney was a Yommunist and am reasonably confident he
was not. olas, it may have been an unfortunate and costly prank becuause later that man was
called befor.. the House Ynamericans. My recollection is not clear on vhether he and his
wife fled berore testifying or after it but flee they did, to behind the iron Curtaine “o
the beust of my knowoedge they did not return. 1'd be surprised if the wan were still alive
and the voman could have returned without c¢ using any publicitye.

didney was a very bright, very able man whose specialty was producing novies and
later @V shows ani who was & skilled photogr:pher. lie was in USS, was an enlisted man in
the army and able enough to get himself an honorable discharge, durding the war, to becone
a comsissioned officer in the .avy. Last tine we saw hin as a Navy off'icer hejd driven to
washington fron the Virginia capes vith the enlisted man crew of a couple of wmore with whon
he had been shotogruphing embarcation for she invasion. low the dJavy hadn't both 4 to
order that historic event vhotogruphed so ~idney did it for thw Navy, with his own camrea
and film. *e and the men were a sorry uess, dirty, tired and hungry when they got to our
asartnent, then downtown, ne.r the Lapitol. They cleaned up, -~il fed them and they jeft.
When we were talcing about this later, he laughed and told ue he'd caught hell for doiug
for the “avy what it neglected to do for hi:self. The alleged roeason was "security." I
laughed vwhen he told me that because I remecuber the odd thing he'd told me when he got
to the apartuent ar'te: that filirduyg, tha- his major problen wgs taking footage that did not
includ: the Goud *umor ice crewn vendors. Secirity! Hasn't chunged a bit.

He knew evervbody. He introduced me to the publisher who contracted Whitewash only
1o broak the coutract whil. drooling in the +ill,aft.r his vice president made a trip to
washington. He then i:ltgi‘duceu‘. ne to rocket “ooks which initi lly went Jtor the book very
vig, predicting it would be the best-selling book of 1965, Unly Boris ui’himkin, who then
owned it, while likmg it much rejected it becaus: "it would be the red flag unde:r the
charging bull® of the Yevartment of Justice. One of his people, a man named “rossuan,
did a fraudulent book, "@alories ~on't Yount," and ~hinddn did not want to be adied to
those already under indictment. (Wocket Jooks arranged for San Vaughn, Eisenhover's and

Jdixon's editor at *’oubledzaya to read the book, which they oreigsed highly to hinm in uy
0

presance, They declined to the book and were honest with me in givirg me their



~

ur decision was not editorial and not easy to arrive at." 2

reasons. In writing ue tiey said that serhaps if 1'd gone Iurthur arield they'd have been
more Afitercstady Whes % was in Hew York ana phone.l to ask what they meant - and they
took my c.lls, including on a high level — they said they'd had a top~level confercnce

OW_MM _what apounts 0 vour, < hove this preci ely in the Yook

Tile I complied when » was E8X plm‘m/ol;,"bick “aring in the Hell Box, Ur How + got
fich In 8ix Honths. In newspaper printing shops near all the places types was r.placed
in the forns prieor to printin; were wooden boxes in which thu discardged type wag Xhwu
tivrown to be relted doun and reuseds an editor, cousin of a rriund, read the nanuscript
after the publisher broke his contract- first publisher + saWw — and she said that it vas
a fine book that wouldd make me‘rich in six uonthse )

\thile I'n rambling, the second sublisher to whom i was sent by another friend was
Praeger. His friend was Hort {iner, director of special projects. He read the ms. over=
night, predicted successfor the bouk, thought Praueger would like it very much and make an
initial print of %0,000 copiese Veiy Lurge for tho.e duys. That was about the spring of
1665, Sraeger, he told me, was in San XxmEx rancisco but would retur:s soon. It did not
take long for Jraeger to roject the booize his ,p:a:‘?n: I was not a r_\z_co;_gx';sd scholar with
a lot of degrees and university connections. (I rumind you he did thianson's crap which
is malodorous to the uniniormed_sna stinks wwiully to the informed,) It was not until
rmuch later that ‘f le.rned that v.%u.ege:‘ wae 4 Cie oublisher.

Sidney iei't Hollywood .hen al o youuy run h: wau on his Way up. le was one of the
then fauous Wlpter Vianger's assistants. de fowie She pnlace imuoral ana I'n .wre he aid not
have sex in rind. Hthoud: he did tell me some storio avout public sex out theve with
stars in the starring public roles. - think W waes of independent neans after that, though.

)

T don t knos the Jield but 1'd not heard of an elerican Laking films in Xudia
and Yugoslavia (both after World var II) witil he told iae od his experiences doing wnate
e even prouuced wi anti-nlan rilm th ¥ vas big success in mouisiana and he was able
to do this by giviig the klan leaderd a wroiitable comlection, I believe mostly in

bu iness and perhaps with soue rolese

During the long weriod I was often in Heu tork trying to get the booi sublished I
stayed with hin at Porest Hills and used his office, at <) and Mfth sve.

le knew evervbody, everywhere. e did get une the agent in BEngland later who placed
whiteqash with the late Gilangiaccono Peltrinelli «nd with Frowin in “ondon. I think I told
you that rrewin, literally, wus writing the coatruct when he was few bad infor ation, I
presuue by or through the spooks,. rine man, Gordon “urbord,."fu agant

-+

Later L met peltrinelli, through duggerio Orlando. 1 mentioned hin, + thiik, in
comnection withh the narvellous Italian—-owned boo store on Fifth »we. Orlando, ne?hew of
THE Urlando, represented the Itilian LI and ftulian %V, on ulkici he had me orten, *oli-~
rMnello wanted ne to write a "Stacus,"” But I then w:. not aple to honestly address our
governuent thit wug. 53#% the time I was he'd been kilie: in an explosion. sutv when I

me+ hin he'd rujected ,;zarbara Carson's "sacbird.” I talied hin into publishing it and he did.

Tha= nizht Orlando also introduced ¢ to &11 buckley at a party for a poet wWho wore
only l:ather mxddrove only aui :zotorcyclef At the Piorre. ¥m suckley was|his usual superior
self. He looxed down hiu nose an. told ne he'd not read Ly booke I didn % like his penner
or his words and came back, without thinking, "That's obgvious or you would not falunt
your ignorance about the subject as,you havel" and he didn't have . word SO saye That he
“lidn't romenber or didn't know because he had Vsgar “ollier, who'd been ik “une's
agent, putting together « gtafi for a private JFK assassination investigation he was to
fund throush the kohiberg .Uhina Hobby) Fund. le'd slreudy aske. ne +o be the chief
inve:tigator and Jylvia heagher to be the editore wu, Puckley neber invite. oo to do
his shov. {Later :.net las ncphew at Ployd's, “niv. k., where he gave vad checks and blewv pot.)

H1s =alhoe [hin Jnup M &y il ge. = . . ‘
01\1(: thdng roeminds e of unotth and o manble. Pranslutea into <talian the book, hard-—

back und apout s ‘l/é x ! 1[2 inche.s, wizhout index, L. ti‘qlud,‘_‘Chi ha ugciso Elpxmem;[)" I net
nis w.dov lafer in W higwon st a book affair bus she had no ifterost il Shy 'sunjett
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