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eggéfgsgfonal Affiars

Honorable Charles McC, Mathias, Jr.
United States Se-ate

3L GOVERMMENT
//. Waskington, D. C. 20510 ——

(V Deer Senator Mathias: E 26

This is to acknowledge re¢‘ipt by the FBI of your:
communicaticn dated August 29, 1977, concerning the Presedom
of Information-Privacy Acts (POIPA) request of :
Mz, Harold-Weisberg.

Please be advised, we have previously released .
documents to Mr. Weisberg pursuant to the provisions of the
Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts.

Ro other determination can be made in the documents
either released or withheld concerning Mr. Weisberg's POIPA
request prior to an administrative appeal. . ,

!

Should Mr. Welsberg wish to file an administrative .
appeal, it will be incumbent uporn him to contact the Deputy////
Attorney General, United States Department of Justice, )

Washington, D. C. 20530, (Attention: Privacy Appeal~Denial
of Access).

As you requested, your enclosures is being returned

herswith,
Your intarest in thi ttar is appreciated. ,
1108 Recos o a
Sincerely yours, /7&,/& 7~ LAY
Avme OO MAILED 10 : —— :
:::::: C. M, Kelley 29 1977 R
Aum i SEP 211977 Clarence M. Xelley 23 SEP
—— al-] ~ Director —— —
lc':.a.'-: . am—
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- Respectfully referred to:
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Because o2 the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inquiries and communications,

your consideration of the attached is
requested. Your findings and views, in

duplicate form, along with return of the

enclosure, will be appreciated by

Puklic K5 O
Telerhzno Rm__

Daecters Sec'y.
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B, 12, Frederick, kd, 21701

: - 813/
Senator Cherles lathias ;
U.S.Senate PR
Washingtoa, D.C. 22570 - .
. Dear Eac, _ - e
- Aftes very loag effort I've finally obtained an instalzent of the FAI's records on me.

S If you read ry last letter you 2ay recall I aaked you if you kad taken at face valus what

Jou and others on the “hurch cou—ittee had been 8poan fed about those of us called "critdcs"
of the Wgrren Jocziasion. AI h;ve now read part of. what you vere given,

I en distressed that you would even appear to accept such vile stuf? without even - = -
asking me about it. If it were not so Orwellian, so0 totally authoritarian and the Practise
.~ of our own governteat I'd call it &arbage, I knew the F3I would do this kind of thing and .
. -Af I d44 not ask you for CoOfies of what related to me, so that there could be & response .
in the cozmittee's files, I know I asked Schweiker and Zart, neither of whonm responded,

o What I've gone through thus far is obvicusly incozplete for the period supposedly
covered. Whether it is included, out of order, in whet I an told is yet to be seat I bhave

" Bo vay of knowinz. I have passed the 11/8/66 pemo to Kervin Wetson for LBJ that your . .
coc—ittee printid witholt nsmes end the attachred remo on me. If you have retained a copy,
the bottos half of the firgt Page and the first parsgraph of the second are oblitersted

"on the copy provided to me. do reason has been givez me. Bo claic to exexpiion is specified
bere or elseuhere. This has become the standard FEI device to frustrate successful eprsal,
IL£'I zet & claiz to al]l the execpiiors involved it will be a major job just to go through - -
lJ,l of tiis agein, In jtself that icpede oy other work. They intend to stop 1¢, as another -

DeWD FOu Lel not hzve 8ays: "The denger seems considerable if he is not atopped now,"

This was {n coznec+ion with a scheme they had for baving an agent sue me. I've
recently deposed that guthoriterian in an FOIA suit. When be made a referesnce to these’
Tecords of wiich I tien had no knouledze after the depcsition was over, not to interfere
with:it, I told the 4USA and representative of the FIZI Office of Legal Counsel that if
he would sue I'd waive the statute of limitations. I later wrote this Ran the same thing,
daring hic to sue a2d put bis reputation and kis work on the line, Be has pot respondsd,
I did not lib el kiz, ¥y work about kim 4s accurate ani faithful, :

For all their power and their willingness to use it, witness sche=ing to break ms with
& ppurious suit iz the na~e of an agent, these people ave like nighi-sneaks, They can do -
this kdnd of dirty work czly in secrecy. I'1l coze to their actual fear of daylight in respond-
ing to the szecifics not hidden 4n the 11/8/66 attachmen:,

The opezins Peragrarh is factually iraccurate. Thia. too, is tymical of +he FEI A've
come to kmow. The puroose of the inaccuracy is put-down. I'm oaly a ckickea farmer, IEy then
I had not been for years and their files also ahow this, -

Next they have ry Senate employment, again with the wrong dates, and oy firing, This . .

is attributec to "permitting certain inforzation to leak to the press. Senator LaFolletws o

- @tated that Weisberg had been disrissed for a breach of trust involving the release of Lo
canfidential inforzation to e newspaper and the Senator wes quite certain the nesspaper T
involved Jxxx was the 'Deily Worker;' a former east coas: cozmunist newspaper,® ... -~

Excapt that I was fired, whkich is not Literally trus, every word of this is falne, --'_<
d was 5ot on the Senate Payroll. I elscted not to go back to the job from which I was .
dstailed. I wes the adriristrative assistant to the Administrator of the Farm Secuxdity. . o
ddcinistratian, I wes trhen the corittee's editor, custodian of the public necor:ﬁ-anh/\ -
nothing else, The comwittee held no aecretigﬁsnﬁs aed I possessed np sscreta tilcak. P

. iy - e b
- There also was no leak, The Eaterial was printhd. Icu.t/c:.*.i.:\ get ﬂ‘/froz the Library e
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of Congress. Eeary Berger came ecfross relevant records in the Mine Vorkers' records
in which he was woricing last su=mer. It was s letter to Yohn Lewis froz “srdner "Pgi"
vecksan, a “wwis lobbyist and a close friend of mine. It recinded me of what I had ‘
forgotten, that a superior had told me to glve proofs to a reporter. However, the
record was public, the volume was being printed and it was-not 4 secret hearing, Ons of
By Jobs was to make the gnlley proofs availsble to Abe press instead of tranacripts
- because the corporate of<icials froxm woom we took testizony were per=itted to correct
; SR (Ba.n:-y said he had never seen so glowin endorsedect of a younz man mr.*tn’.s in-
' €luded soretiing else I'd forgotten, that I Prepared testimony for the saving 6f the
' Wagner Act end it was solid testikony that was not rebutted. I+ wes deliversd by one of
lavis' top essistants, Remember, this is the 19308.) © - . T

The reporter was not a Communist . He was an anti-Eom-unist, It was not the Daily.
. Worker, It was a lebor naws service. The man was the late Eegry Xon, if you knew ko
- Whan he and Hanry Plsischer bhad the public-relations agency Senry now has. .

_ * - The real reascn LeFollets wanted to get rid of me g that Jackson and I lobbged
“*" ancther aprromdiation for the subcorcittee he wanted to die. Ee got along well anough on
" his father's reputation. Ze did not like to work and on the corwittee be did none, I
* prepared his first questioning at the firat bearing, having to work around the clock for
, days to do it while he was living it up, not sven showing up at the ofiice. The most.
- Work he ever did was to read a briefing in advance of the bearing. !

That investizntion was of the igratory worker situation in Celifornia, Remember
Ftainbeck'a Grapes of ¥reth? Without me and that ‘lobbying, which had to &=t around Fiz -
aod did, there never would heve been that investigzatiaon. Should I be ashamed now? Or .

¢ then? Was it wrong then? So the first tiie he had a cozplaint, however false it was,
}.,a.?olleto &ot his vengeance in a way be could defend with his labor support.

Part of the next Parazraph is obliterated in my copy. I'm certain it 4ia as prejudicial
8od unfaithful as what remains, that I wes one of 10 fired by the State Depariment,"be-
¢ause of suspicion of being a comrmunist or daving communist syrrethies.” As tiis does BaY,
¥Hs was later allowed to resign without ureiudice,” my empheeis, 4m fact I led the defense
af the 10 of us and arranged for it. In later vithdrawizg its action, much to the chasrin
of Hoover and the F3II, State apologived for it. The beadline of the day, which amhould have

. been in the files your com—ittse bad,.was "backed down.” It was a ploy by the Neanderthels

" who had noved in and taken cantrol over more than "pecuzity" urcer the ¥cCarran Act, since
held unConatitutioral. .

I think I wrote you after obtainins part of the State filas only. Vhan State asked
the FEI for a na=e-check on me the FEI lied and said it hed no files on me. The reason
45 ascerent: these records cannot s+and axacization and they were not about to let them be
examined in a loyalty bearing, That the FEI did lie is in the zecords I've just obtained
froo it, tozether with the high-level contortioms to contrive a sementical by-pass. The
deal’ they finally cooked up is a typical man sequstur - State had not asced them to 10
vestisate me. . ; i

. uya.femuummwmhv:mmnwedbythshteJm%mAmm
I pad"helped Min when he was in charge of LJ anti-trust, with all my iavestigative reportirg
an Sazi cartols end the like, He or ane of the other pertners interested “rs. Ogder Reid
of the New York Herald “ribuns, who assigned Bert Andrews to do & story. It is coe of +the
many missing froo the State file and the ane I've Just received. It included an interview
‘with Hoover in wkich Hoover told him that there really was nothinz against any of us and
that if a couple had been his exnloyees he'd have’ told us that we knes people we shoulft
be careful about, State was forced to "hack don.” We were virtually a1l Jews. Two were
. Jeoteges of Hargaret o ' = : ' ce
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It has bsen zeny months since I wrote Btate about correcting the filea it did let
re have, far froz all, unier the anacy dcte I still auait a responsa and the rest o
the f1las. . .- s L ea T

Kext there i" the real gez, "It is alleged that Veisberz beld an _annusl celebratien
of tre Russiar “evolution. ...a picnic at his residence end was a.‘.'ten.ded by &5 to '50 -
known deople...” ) . -

The g¢rlw tires thet meay peonle vere at ‘the farm, not the home, was on the -mnal ;
puting of tuc Jevish Welfare Boerd for Washington-area service persannel and thedir fami~ ~
lies. 4nd it was zot at the time of the Russian revolution, which was in November, but .-~
ir September, afier the Migh holy days. It was arranged hy a rabbi we knew. fou should
remecher the delight of Xids in seeing ezzes bhatch, baby chicks, ducks and geese and
other fz== creatures. That is what it was. They kad a HMenic at our farz, no more,~ T T

I the F3I's owm recards rather than those they passed along the "alleged® is niaainc

The astuzlify is that in +hose days, et tte request of UWSIi, I had challenged the . ..
USSR to pezceful ccopetition in poultry. later State asked me to go thers and ahow them
bow to raise better chickens. You may not recall it but I won first prise for the whbale
ted States in the only dressed poultry competition ever held. Iou nhould nme:nhor -
notional wecri for -"e poultry industry. .

I do a0t kow v:;.t was mesked in the copies pronded me, I have F=I records thnt

B ——-

~ less thaw full ani =uch less than truthful about some, like their genging up with the Dies .

con=ittee iz an atiezpt to f{raze me. To survive tha: monstrous business I had %o take

a grand jurs euey froz the AUSA and then pe-suade it to indict the Dies agent. I tkink

that has not hapoened since and I mow of no esrlier case, dfier be got’ sustg the czmp .
the F=I had fed hiz as by =y peraistence alone he did ) that AUSL, then thirc man in the "‘:"
Office of the U.S.Attorney in Weshington and later cmef war cimes prosecutor in Toiyv,

had s0 much respect ez so zuch concern for me that he gave me a transczipt of the grand

jury testizozy. % tcld me the time might coze whea I might need it for my defease, given
what he ned seen. If he were nmot dea? I would not be'telling you this. While the tvans- ~
gxipt is not iz cy office I can locate it if you have any doubts. You knov be risked his -—
entire czreer i an effort to atone for what he had almost deme to a kdd, wkich is what

I then was, Tre TZI nad haé two egents confine me, illegally, to pressure me ixto aign— .
ing a felse confession. I merely sat and refused. When they blinked they let me call my -
lavyer, rartner io tke lew firm Drev Peprson arzangesd for Jacksor's defense and mine.
Jacksor's friczée, lire “esr ichesan .and others of that firm, who I met through Jacksen,
Tan lize hell wrer he asiked then to be counsel. The unior did pot dare provide cdunsel
because the wionle fraceup had as itas added purpcse getting the union movement.

The F3I kos zot Ziven me the copy of the false confession it tried to pressure me
and i-ti=icdete me intc sigming. Eowever, it slipoed up and gave me a record showing they
bad actually éis*ribuited it to FII offices. I huve a record refer=ing to it. 4nd so Dia:
bad to cop & zlez fcr kis wretched minion,

- -

The szne car was also in on a real plot to throw Roosevelt out. I made the nistah af
trustiz - the F3I with those recor® believing they'd be returned. It was a shuddering.
thing. It involved the hignest military perscoage. Now that I'nm getting my records to- L
gether for an archive for scoe years I've been trying to recapture these records for "'_
dewosit, fcr studonts today god for the future. The Department of Justice has provided
coctemporaneous proof thst the FEI 1ied to me over the disposition of them. The FEI claims
40 kave desiroyed ther, meani=z & copy they made. The Criminal Division rem.mad th::n 40
the I'SI after the alleged date of destructiom, I await the next lde. = T .

In the F3I reco=ds there is an allegaﬁcu ‘ghat I wes a co-worker, put in a warmer way,
with cne suppected of involvenent in the *Gregory” case. If my recollecticn is correct that
was the cass of a lideral -ev ¥3uwk “eal economist, Sregory Silvermaster. The mmsked reference
seexns to be that oy boss when I worked for the government had been at a perty with kim, I
knew oy boss because the goverzzent tut me o work under him. I An nat Imaw what We ,



.......................

- . .' ( . l\ ') —
politics vere. I know he was a liberal, I dmovw he praised me for a large research job I
had done, to identify the pro~inent Coz—unist labor leaders in one of the four latin
Azerican areas into which the “ivision was divided. (So did the man with whoz I was fired
for who= I did 3% gn? ansther with whon I was fired who wanted me to do it for his ares.
Obvicusly this kind of inforzation was essential for our diplomats.) The alleged “greg-
ory" man was drivez out of tke country as he was hounded froa job to Jjob, last + heard of

Xin ke was in Candda, teaching past the age of retirement to make ii. Se had just publiahed
the first of a two~volume anti-Castro study. ’

. I can only worder what else was fabrica“ad. vwhat was oblitera.ted fron the poison sent
to tke ¥nite House, what exists in the records still vithheld, I nave never been a Comcuniss.
That I was a Gew Yesler appears like an epithet in the apooks' former secrets - when I

wes part of the Lew “eal govermment. That I am not even a pariy-lining Deuocrat you should
know very well, I doubt I have known a dozed Co...:nn..sts in oy 64 years. I heve known nany
more who could be called fascists.

Two aspects of trzis trouble me much. One is that you appear to have let yourself be
irfluenced unilaterally well as you know me and my beliefs. That-you woulé credit such

- stuff without even saking ms and not respcnd when I raised the question with you. The

other is that this reflects to me the cepebility of the FAI and others like 1t o inti-
midete the “ongress wiile ‘he Congress is actually investigating it and the=. They abow
you what they can do to" sou and the Congress trembles., And it is a fact, these kinds of

authoritariens have the mears and the disposition to hurt those who oppose authoritarian-

ian, wkich they represent. & palin::a_l fisure who tss to run for re-eleciion has aome.t:l.nz
to tiink about. - = -

In the records I have received tba*e is a theme of reporting, critical of my IAith
in the Caongress to clean up tbe mess the executive agencies and the Cozmission made in -
the Ji'X assassination. I do not have that faith today. As you ray have seen I've been
exposin: the dishonesties of the House corm—ittee, which is updated hcCartiyism to ze in

’ tified eriticisms of the agencies. I gueas the middle is a lonely plzce and tkat
Wordsworth vas correct about being in the forefrant in an era of changs. Ny first book,
ypu mey recall, asked for Congress to investigate. You spoke to Eansy Celler about it

:Ln 1963, Toe FAl does not like that. These records show it.

Inthencordalhgve ;nneoverIdonot think there is a single page that is
tTuthfcl and fair. Sone of the contrivances, especially about the perfection of the
Di.rac't:or when he mede terrible mistakes, are aickening. They differ in degree only Irom
wbzt L have seen in ceptured files of enemy authoritariznis=. What I e= szyircg is that
thare is involved much more than the hurt to ms. This rerresents a clear and presect
donger to ¢k country exd to a free systec of society.

That hurt 4o me wes thc design is explicit. Prior to obteiniag these records I had
obtained oth:rs in an FOTA suit. They spell it out. This is now in a court record in
a case iz uhich the FEI is & defendent. They have not challenged it in eny way. They
carnot. It is their own record, their own words, the diktat of their dictator.

Perfeciion is not a human state, #ac. Now that my health is again inpaired I an more

.inclinsd, especially whan I go over records like these, to consider my own record. My

record for accuracy is entirely untouched. I bave no reasgn to.be ashnsed of xmy record for
integity. I do find, thanks to th: FEl's enitirely iuprover syying, thet I was much too
conservative at the begirming, much topgenerous in seeking justifications for wrongdoing.

When we last met I was recovering froc mreumonia and pleumisy. Shortly thereafier I
wvas hocpitelized for acute thrombophlebitis. By then there had been permanent dacage. I fear
it bas increased &ince. There now is an incompletely diagnosed arterial complication. I
have undertaier an enormous job. I will do as mich of it as I can as well as I can for
whhtever good it can do, whataver walue it can have. I have arranged. for a permapent archive
af 81l my records. This includas the poison I am seeling from the government. I have waived

"2,811 personal privacy Tighte in the archive. But 1 will rise to defend xy reputatian if it



is cball:'isged.. Te dete it hes never been tc g face. Only +he kind of vemon to which you
grd your colleagues have been subjeciad. To the degree it is possitle for me to do i?
on paper I will correct tiis evil srezc. znda. )

Videsgread as pon-cozpliance is I have obiained enough to Frovide a basis. This is 2
secple. In tife perhaps tazme will te core. The Cl. hes not yet complied.with my requasts
for taze vecords on me, froz 1S74 they have not co=pliei. They have ziven me 2 few pages,
less tpad + had obtained elsewherz, ecd have been sitting on an epreal for yeers. 1 hope

_to be able to sue gll tihese authoritarians. . - e RN

In one of the FOIL suits I tooz the witness stend last year %o tick off cases of ~ T
F3I p:rjury. I wes not cros: exs=inel oo this. 3o agent ca>e to testify in his own defense.
FII counsel as well as %he AUSa had z crzck at cooss-ezsmining me and daring to try to - -
pull scme of the stufl you've Deen subjacted to. The aUSA pooped out on the cross exanina-
tien and the P3I l.uwyer re=azined silent, T o

T will not accept official perjury if I cen do nothing about the willingness of the
courts to tolerate Lt. I also will not Be initimindated by these peonle. The wrong they
do must be ended or the couriry is not sefe. I feer the permanent harm to the nation from
the wrong that has takea nost of =y rzceat years. . L R

In the authentic se~se of the abuszd word, not that given it by the Eoovers, the

McCerthys, the Dieses anc tzeir ind, I consider myself a patriot and =y 'work & patriotic

endeavor. hy work is not and ncver has besn the puTsuit of a whodumit. 3t adiresses the

functioniny of the besic institutions of our society. When they malfunction we are all

4n cdsnger and so, in &y Vieu, is ripresentative society and any meaningful concept

of freecdoz. .- — e e e L
Woetaer or not you respond I do esk that if you bave such stuff as I have cited in°

your files you keep a copy of tals itk it, If this can still be done with the records of

the Shurch co-—ittee I would apgreciate that.

Sinoerely,

Harold Veisberg



